p.8

INSIDE

p.S13

Yogasita
p.9

MAY 2013

Epicurean
Zealot

p.21

p.19

Horoscopes
(new)

p.27

p.26

FREE

Serving the Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, Mission Bay and SOMA Neighborhoods Since 1970

CleanPowerSF
Unpopular with
Both Sides of the
Political Spectrum
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

CleanPowerSF – which will launch
later this year or early next – will offer
San Franciscans up to 30 megawatts
(MW) of renewable power purchased
from Shell Energy North America.
The electricity would replace roughly
20 percent of the power City residents
would otherwise buy from Pacific Gas
and Electric Company (PG&E).
CleanPowerSF was originally envisioned as a way to create a greener
City, both in terms of the environment
and jobs. But critics of the plan say
that, at least initially, residents will pay
higher energy bills, with little boost to
local employment. “It’s sort of a piffle
of a program,” said Al Weinrub, coordinator, Local Clean Energy Alliance.
According to Weinrub, CleanPowerSF
is one-tenth the size of its original
goals, which included creating jobs for
San Franciscans and offering 210 MW
of power.
But according to Jason Fried, senior program officer, San Francisco
Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCO), CleanPowerSF is starting
small to reduce the risk of offering
more electricity than residents’ want.
“As we saw in Marin [County], a phased
enrollment approach helps mitigate risk
by ensuring that there is always enough
customer demand to match with the
contracted energy purchas“Being in the space
es,” said Tyrone
is really inspiring.
Jue, director of
Everything in the
com mu n icastudio is fresh
tions for the
and beautiful.”
San Francisco
NANCY CLARKE
Public Utilities
Com m ission
(SFPUC). “We are generally supportive
of as large a program as we can get that
still minimizes risk and allows for a
rapid build-out of San Francisco’s renewable resources and rollout of energy
efficiency programs.”
According to Fried, there’s no
schedule for expanding the program
beyond 30 MW. But he noted that the
City has allocated $2 million for energy efficiency programs, $2 million for
GoSolarSF – which subsidies residential photovoltaic installations – and $2
million to ensure financing is in place
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Dogpatch resident Patricia Kline can now legally cook in her own kitchen. Photo by Scott Kline

Hill Residents First to Obtain Permits to Make
Commercial Products in Their Own Kitchens
B Y L I Z M E LC H O R

When Dogpatch resident Patricia
Kline picked up her Cottage Food permit at the San Francisco Public Health
Department last month, written across
the top of it was “first permit issued.”
Kline, owner of Ipie, had become the
first San Franciscan to take advantage
of the California Homemade Food Act,
which was enacted this year. The law
lets people use their home kitchen to
make food that they can sell to the
public.
Kline, who started baking cupcakesize pies and selling them at farmer’s
markets a few years ago, had been baking exclusively in commercial kitchens.
Until the California Homemade Food
Act, state law required that all food sold
to the public be prepared in a commercial kitchen that had been inspected and
licensed by a local health department.
Last year, due to the increasing number of people vying for rental time at
the commercial kitchen she relied on,
Kline got pushed off. “I lost my kitchen space during my busiest season. I
looked around and saw that so many
other states have cottage food laws. Why
doesn’t California, of all places?”

Some version of Cottage food laws
already existed in 32 states, prompting advocates in California to call for
similar legislation. The Sustainable
Economies Law Center (SELC) was
concerned that rural residents, or
people who couldn’t afford commercial
kitchens, had no legal options to prepare food for sale. Assemblyman Mike
Gatto championed the bill, after one of
his constituents, Mark Stambler, was
sanctioned by the Los Angeles Health
Department for baking bread in his
home that he’d then sell.
Passage of the California Homemade Food Act made cooking commercial products at home legal. However,
vendors who want to take advantage
of the law need to be permitted in
each of the counties in which they sell
their wares. According to Christina
Oatfield, SELC’s policy director, while
the law’s intent was to enable cottage
food producers to sell throughout the
state, many counties – including San
Francisco – are only recognizing their
own county’s permit.
According to Richard Lee, San
Francisco’s Public Health Department’s
Environmental Health Regulatory

COTTAGE FOOD page 9

View’s Photographer Mugged
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

Don Nolte, who has served as the
View’s voluntary photographer for
the past year, was the victim of a
strong-arm robbery last month. Nolte
had finished a photo assignment for
the paper and was walking back to
his car at about 3:30 p.m. on a weekday when an African-American man
grabbedhis camera’s hand strap, ripping it from Nolte’s fingers. A second
individual acted as a decoy during
the theft, which took place near the
intersection of 18th and Pennsylvania streets. The abrupt tearing of the
camera from Nolte’s hand caused
bruises.
“This was brazen,” Nolte said.
The area is generally well-trafficked;
not a place or time where Hill residents expect crimes to occur. Based
on chatter on neighborhood listservs,
Nolte believes there’s been an increase in crimes in the community.
Nolte used to think the reports were
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B Y S T E V E N J. M O S S

My wife, Debbie, and I have an adage: if you see someone you know, but don’t
normally encounter, more than once in a short period, the universe, or God, is
trying to tell you something. The first time I saw my cousin walking past my
house I mentioned it to my siblings, and thought nothing more of it. The second
time I spotted my relative at Farley’s I knew I was supposed to learn something.
Growing-up, Charles was a younger cousin I rarely saw. His family lived on
the East Coast; we didn’t see them more than once a year when we all visited my
grandparents. To me and my three sisters and brother, though, Charles and his
brother Michael had a glow of celebrity. His father, my mother’s brother, was a
famous genius, frequently appearing on the Quiz Kids radio and television shows.
When we did see our cousins, they seemed smarter and more erudite than us,
reading sophisticated European comic books that were full of ironic puns and
complicated drawings, and traveling, with their academic parents, to England.
By the time I was in my forties I’d lost any connection with Charles, even
though he’d moved to San Francisco. I heard through the family grapevine,
though, that Charles had changed his gender, and his name. The cousin I saw
walking past my house, and later sitting at the cafe, head phones clamped tightly
on, working on a computer, was a woman.
At Farley’s I walked up to my cousin, who was dancing slighting in her seat,
eyes glued to her laptop.
“Michael!” I mistakenly called out, thinking of her brother.
When she didn’t look up, I waved at her and shouted, “Charles!”
She remained absorbed in her work and music, her eyes stuck to her screen,
though another café patron was now staring at me. Realizing I’d twice messed
up my cousin’s name, in the face of her palpable desire for a different identity, I
slunk away. I gazed at her through Farley’s plate glass windows, arguing with
myself about whether I should try to communicate with her once more, before
I walked away.
As I mulled over the incident it dawned on me that my cousin had done
something heroic. She’d intentionally decided she needed to be someone else, and,
by force of will and no small financial and emotional expense, had created who
she wanted to be. I don’t know what challenges she faced, or still encounters.
But I know change is hard, particularly deeply personal change.
And that’s the message I got from the universe. There’s many ways I’d like to
change myself, but don’t have the courage to do so. And, as I age, my daughter,
Sara, grows up, and the people and places around me evolve, there’s lots of
change that’s coming my way whether I like it or not. I can passively drift with
these currents, or I can, with intention, decide to transform myself in ways that
make me happier.
Thanks, Cuz, for the insights. Next time I’ll remember who you are, and
who I want to be.
A version of this commentary previously aired on KQED Radio’s
Perspective series.

Letters to the Editor
Editor,
“Muni T-Line Struggles to Reach
its Promise,” in the March issue, is decently written. One point not covered in
the article is that the transfer at Bayshore and Arleta from the 8X-Bayshore
Express to the T-Third is a nightmare
for riders. I personally have missed
trains when transferring from an 8X
to a “T,” and then had extended waits
for another northbound train. There
have been many, and probably will be
more, delayed passengers due to this
poorly designed transfer point.
Also, the Central Subway’s stop
near Union Square is called “Union
Square/Market Street,” a weasel word
label. The reference in the article –
“running from Chinatown to Powell
Station” – needs to be changed to reflect this, or have the words “near the”
inserted before “Powell.” Either the
writer was wildly inaccurate on this
point, or he failed to note that this was
a direct quote from Ben Kaufman, of
the Transit Riders Union, who has a

Work continues apace on the approvals required from the
City of San Francisco for Rebuild Potrero.
There are several approvals required
including a certified Environmental
Impact Report/Environmental Impact
Statement (EIR/EIS), a Special
Use District, and a Development
Agreement with the City.
The first of these, the EIR/EIS, is the
most critical as none of the others can
be considered by the Planning Commission
and Board of Supervisors (BOS) until
the EIR/EIS has been completed and
certified. “Certified” means that the
Planning Commission has reviewed the
document, taken and considered public
comment and determined that the EIR/EIS
meets the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Atkins
Environmental is preparing the EIR/EIS,
which evaluates 19 subject areas. The
Planning Department has completed its
first round of review and is currently reviewing the second draft of the document.
We anticipate that it will be published for
public comment in late Summer/early Fall.
Be prepared for a long read, as it will be
several hundred pages long!
The Special Use District (SUD) will amend
the Planning Code to establish density,
parking, setbacks, and other zoning
requirements; and will establish a permit
review and approval process for individual
development blocks. The SUD will incorporate the Design for Development (D4D)
document by reference. The D4D establishes development controls and guidelines,
especially street layout and design,

parks and open space, infrastructure
improvements, building height/bulk controls,
and articulates a sustainability plan.
The Development Agreement (DA) is an
agreement between the City and BRIDGE
Housing that will vest development rights
for a period long enough to complete the
phased project as well as outlining the
developer’s obligations. Both the DA and
SUD will be heard at the BOS Land Use
Committee and the full BOS following
completion of the EIR/EIS.
In addition to land use approvals, BRIDGE is
beginning work on developing infrastructure
plans for the development since the first
construction that will occur on the site will be
earthwork and grading, utilities and streets.
As always, please join us for these
continuing activities:

Family Garden Work Days:

Tuesdays 10am-12pm, Saturdays 12-3pm
Family Resource Center Garden, behind 85
Turner Terrace. The Family Garden Workdays
are an opportunity to harvest and take
home fresh, organic produce and share in
a productive and healthy outdoor activity
with your community.
PLUS Kids Garden Workshop,
Healthy Living Workshop,
Gardening Classes, Walking Club,
Zumba Classes, Meditation Classes

For more information, visit our website at rebuildpotrero.com or e-mail us
at potrero@bridgehousing.com

potrero hill

what are you waiting for ?
1501 mariposa, no. 308, at arkansas
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possible credibility issue.
Ted
Geneva/Mission Streets
Editor,
In regards to “Thatcher’s Popcorn
Brings Tempting Aroma to Dogpatch,”
in the April issue, I, as one of the original owners of Thatcher & Winston Purveyors of Popcorn, would like to correct
a few details regarding the business’
beginnings. The business was started
in 1983 wholly by the energy and hard
work of my life partner, Hencey Clark,
who passed in 1996. It should be noted
that we were both Americans, not
English. The origin of the name came
from our two cats, Thatcher, a boy,
and Winston, a girl, who were indeed
named after British prime ministers,
with a certain gender twist for humor
given the 1980’s. Although the name
and business model have changed, it’s
good to know it is still going strong.
Nancy J. Roth
Las Vegas, Nevada
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SHORT CUTS
Hammer Triggers Shooting
Last month, a San Francisco police
officer fatally shot a man suspected
of stabbing his brother-in-law. The
incident occurred on the 900 block
of De Haro Street. At about 9:40 p.m.
on a Wednesday, police received an
emergency call from a man who said
he’d stabbed his brother-in-law, according to police spokesperson Albie
Esparza. During the emergency call,
another voice was heard yelling for
help in the background. Upon arriving
at the scene, officers located a man
with multiple stab wounds to his head,
arms and chest. As officers assisted the
victim, a man came toward them with
a raised hammer, according to Esparza.
Officers instructed the man to drop the
weapon, but he refused to obey. Fearing
for his and his fellow officers’ safety,
one officer shot the suspect, Esparza
said. Both the suspect and the victim
were transported to San Francisco
General Hospital. The suspect died of
his injuries at the hospital; the victim
sustained life-threatening injuries. A
machete was located near the scene of
the stabbing, police said.

Big Wheels Keep on Turning
This year’s Bring Your Own Big
Wheel (BYOBW) race resulted in a
few injuries to spectators, one of them
quite serious. Twentieth Street resident
Shiho Schummer, whose kids were racing for the first time, was struck by
a participant when she attempted to
cross the windy track ten minutes into
the event. A big wheeler came around
one of the tight corners quickly, and
couldn’t avoid her. The race was halted
while emergency medical technicians
responded, and Schummer was transported to hospital for surgery.
“Shiho’s recovery is going quite
well,” said her husband, Ed Schummer.
“The staples in her head – I know it
sounds weird, but that’s really what

they look like – are coming out…and
she is getting a little stronger every
day. She still is on medication for the
inevitable pain and nausea, will probably not be able to drive or do any
serious exercise for about six weeks,
but Dr. Andrews – the miracle surgeon – expects her to have a full and
complete recovery.” BYOBW is covering
any excess medical expenses not paid
for by insurance.
“I expected to hear them say they
want the event not to happen anymore,”
said Hill resident and race organizer
Tom Price, “but it’s actually the opposite…another reason Potrero Hill and
San Francisco are awesome! Basically,
we’re going to work together to make
the event safer for everyone, so it can
continue.”
“Even though Tom offered to suspend any further events of this type if
that was what we wanted, I encouraged
him to continue. We want San Francisco to remain at the forefront of what
makes urban living fun and exciting,”
said Ed. “He and I will work together
to develop a safer spectator crossing
scenario for next year’s event.”

Live it Up
Last month the San Francisco Recreation and Park and Public Health departments dipped into $37,500 of grant
monies made available by a settlement
with Mirant Corporation to launch the
Active Living Initiative at the Potrero
Hill Recreation Center. Under the initiative a number of free services will
be offered at the 801 Arkansas Street
facility, including pilates, yoga, zumba,
senior programs and pre- and afterschool services, such as sports leagues
and homework assistance.

Bye-Bye Birdies
Hill resident Eddie Bartley may
have been a witness to a crime…against
nature. In March Bartley spotted an
osprey carrying material to build a

nest on top of a crane located at Pier
80, where a pair of the birds had nested
last year. Within days, the Port of San
Francisco messed with the nest, in an
attempt to drive the federally-protected
birds elsewhere. The crane unloads ship
cargo a couple of times a month, and
is used to lift Oracle’s America’s Cup
boat in and out of the water, making
it more important than the osprey, at
least to the port…

So Long, Kid’s Club
Seven years after it opened, the
Bakar Fitness & Recreation Center at
the University of California, San Francisco-Mission Bay closed its KidsClub
last month. KidsClub provided shortterm daycare to enable center members
to use the facilities while their children
were cared for by professional staff.
According to the center, a steady decline in the number of children participating in the program – coupled with
rising expenses – made it financially
unsustainable to continue the service...
Owner Winona Matsuda closed Pizza
Nostra last month, and replaced it with
a new restaurant, Kitchen Mojo, in
partnership with David Yeung, who
operates HRD Coffee Shop South of
Market and HRD Smokin Grill in
North Beach. According to Matsuda,
Kitchen Mojo’s menu reflects a mix
of Asian, Mediterranean, Latin and
American made with a twist.” Sounds
like diners can visit four continents at
the eatery without breaking a sweat.

Not Appealing
Bayview community members have
dropped their efforts to overturn an
alteration permit the owner of 2065
Oakdale Avenue secured from the
City earlier this year. Property owner,
Jack Tseng, has agreed to comply with
Department of Building Inspection
requirements related to building violations that have occurred on the site.
If Tseng wants to do additional work
he’ll need to obtain any required San
Francisco Planning Department permits and reviews. Barbed wire has been
removed from the property, an exterior
slab has been graded and poured, graf-
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fiti is being removed, and the exterior is
being painted. Tseng continues to meet
with local groups to discuss hiring
practices, and with the San Francisco
Police Department regarding project
safety and traffic issues.

Trash Ain’t Cheap
San Francisco’s Zero Waste program is resulting in too little garbage
to generate the revenue Recology says
it needs to collect the City’s trash. Too
much green – in the form of composting and recycling – is created too little
green, in the form of money, for the
garbage giant. The company wants
to increase the rate for a typical residential customer, who uses 32-gallon
black, blue and green bins, from $27.91
per month to $34.51 per month. If the
household reduces their trash bin size
to 20-gallons and increases a recycling
or composting bin to 64-gallons they’d
get a lower rate; $26.94 per month.
Under the proposed rate structure,
Recology would impose a fixed charge
of $5 for each dwelling unit, following
a general trend among monopoly service providers – water, sewage, energy
– to shift towards fixed, rather than
variable, charges, which ensure they
get their money. Setting aside trash
politics, it’s essential that we reduce
our waste stream: we’re choking the
environment to death.

Mistakes, We’ve Made a Few
La Scuola I nter nazionale d i
San Francisco isn’t an IB accredited
school, as reported in last month’s
View. Instead, La Scuola is working
to become an IB-PYP candidate school.
And Valentina Imbeni’s children don’t
currently attend La Scuola. They both
went to the preschool, but only her
younger son will attend second grade
there next year. Her older son is too
old to attend La Scuola...”Proposed
Bayview Homeless Shelter Draw Ire
from Residents,” in the April issue, was
written by Sasha Lekach…Mike Lin
didn’t actually experience the April
Fool’s joke perpetrated at Farley’s, as
reported in last month’s “Short Cuts,”
but was rather relaying the incident
as told in 7x7…The photo caption accompanying “Locally Made Short Slide
Rail Superman Is Comic Highlight of
SF Indie FestSlide Rail Superman,” in
the View’s February issue incorrectly
identified the film’s director and star.
That would be David Santamarian “…
in Muni T-Line Struggles to Reach its
Promise,” published in March, “Caltrain” was misspelled as “Caltrans.”

ILLUSTRATION BY S HINN | KIN PANG TSE

4

THE POTRERO VIEW

May 2013

Community Advocates Pressure Kaiser Permanente
to site New Medical Offices in bayview
B Y L E E A N D R E A M O R TO N

Two years ago, Kaiser Permanente,
the Oakland-based healthcare giant,
announced plans to establish a medical
facility in Potrero Hill. The proposed
site, owned by Walden Development,
is located at the intersection of 16th
and Mississippi streets, and spans 3.5
acres. The lot is currently home to an
old industrial warehouse, known as the
Cor-o-van building.
Walden’s proposal includes 200
residential units, 733 off-street parking spots, 175,100 square feet of medical office space, approximately 14,500
square feet of retail space, and roughly
one acre of open space, which would
be open to the public during business
hours.
Some Hill residents responded
negatively to the proposal, expressing
worries about traffic congestion, burdens on local businesses, destruction of
neighborhood character, and obstruction to the community’s famous City
and Bay views. A focal point of concern
is the potential for worsening traffic
jams at already-snarled intersections.
“The fact that they propose so
many parking spaces shows that they
are not serious about their patients
using public transportation,” argued
Tony Kelly, Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association president. “Even if
they had two thousand parking spots,

it wouldn’t matter because they won’t
be able to get people in.”
Last fall, Rod Minot and other
Hill residents launched Save the Hill,
collecting roughly 1,000 signatures opposing the project. The petition was
presented to Kaiser’s board of representatives and chief executive officer,
George Halvorson, along with a letter
urging the health care provider to reconsider the Hill site and investigate
alternative Bayview or Mission Bay
locations.
In response, earlier this year Kaiser
Permanente San Francisco representatives – including senior vice president
Christine Robisch, director of public
affairs Randy Wittorp, and medical
director Dr. Robert Mithun – met
with Save the Hill members, including architect Kepa Askenasy, Bottom
of the Hill’s Tim Benetti, and David
Wurtman. At the gathering Save the
Hill urged Kaiser to consider alternate locations to the Hill site. Kaiser
declined to share a list of a reported
sixty other properties they’d evaluated
before settling on the Hill location. No
consensus was achieved at the meeting.
Former San Francisco mayor and
Hill resident Art Agnos continued to
press the case for Kaiser to shift its focus to Bayview in an editorial that appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle
in February. “…Bayview, by contrast
[to Potrero Hill], is a medical desert,”

“Kaiser has

a noble history
in our community.”
ART AGNOS

wrote Agnos. “Bayview-Hunters Point
experiences higher rates of infant mortality than any other neighborhood
in San Francisco – twice the rate of
California and nearly three times that
of San Francisco as a whole.” Agnos
emphasized that Bayview is the most
medically underserved part of the
City. “Kaiser has a noble history in
our community, and it should live up
to its stated goal of serving the underserved southeast area of San Francisco
by locating its medical offices where its
services can have the greatest impact;
bringing better health, new jobs, new
development and new life to a community that’s been neglected far too long.”
Alongside Agnos’ opinion piece the
Chronicle published an editorial by
Wittorp. “We believe the site we have
chosen is the best location for our medical office building because it will help
us best serve the maximum number of
members from many different areas of
San Francisco,” he wrote.
Save the Hill published a rebuttal
to Wittorp’s piece on the group’s website, titled “Kaiser, Stop Lobbying and
Start Listening.” “We’re going to fight
this tooth and nail,” said Minot, “We’ll

take it to City Hall and the courts.”
Claude Everhart, board member
of the Bayview Hunters Point Foundation – which offers drug rehabilitation,
mental health treatment, youth services,
violence prevention and intervention,
HIV/AIDS support, and other social
services – hopes Kaiser ultimately decides to locate in Bayview. Everhart
wants to find a location to consolidate
service functions with other Bayview
organizations. “We’d like to welcome
Kaiser; work with them and the community to provide greater services. We
think it’s a win-win,” said Everhart.

Acupuncture
Works…

New Patients: $30 for first visit
Returning Patients: $10 off next treatment
Coupon only valid at checkout. Limit 1 per person. Expires 6/30/13

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
450 Connecticut Street
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 282-9603
www.ACTCM.edu/Clinic
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Uptick in Property Crime Follows Prison Releases
BY REGINA ANAVY

In 2011, Governor Edmund G.
Brown Jr. signed Assembly Bill 109,
the Public Safety Realignment Act, into
law. The purpose of the legislation was
to reduce the number of inmates in the
state’s 33 overcrowded prisons to 137.5
percent of design capacity, by the end
of this June. Beginning October 1, 2011,
33,000 inmates – none of whom had been
convicted of violent felonies, violent sex

crimes or who had used a gun in the
commission of a felony – were released
to jails in their home counties, where
they’re supervised by county probation
officers, rather than state parole agents.
County parole boards are responsible
for their care and rehabilitation; some
are released into communities with
electronic bracelets.
Passage of AB 109 was prompted
by a five to four ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court in May of 2011. Brown v.
Plata found that the lack of healthcare
for mentally ill prison inmates violated
the Eighth Amendment’s ban on cruel
and unusual punishment. The four dissenting opinions expressed concern for
public safety, and the need to weigh
the public’s right to be safe against
the constitutional right of convicted
prisoners to be treated humanely.
Wendy Still, San Francisco’s chief
of adult probation, is impressed with
the way that California has implemented AB 109’s realignment reforms.
“Our collective criminal justice reform
efforts have resulted in 65 percent of
realignment offenders remaining in
full compliance with their supervision, as compared to previous parole
recidivism and failure rates of up
to 78 percent in San Francisco. Our
collective SF criminal justice reform
efforts and collaborations are resulting in decreased victimization and
reduced recidivism. We can proudly
say in San Francisco that we are successfully achieving our realignment
goals of reduced victimization and
breaking the inter-generational cycle
of incarceration.”

SEND A LETTER TO editor@potreroview.net

“We are regularly arresting
individuals who have been on postrelease community supervision.”
CAPTAIN ROBERT O’SULLIVAN

A year after realignment was
adopted, crime statistics for District
10 from October 2011 to October 2012
don’t fully support Still’s statement.
There was a seven percent decrease in
violent crimes – homicide, rape, robbery, and aggravated assault – over
the period. But property crimes – burglary, automobile theft, burglary from
a vehicle, and arson – jumped by 11
percent. And incidences of domestic
violence (DV), child abuse, DV-related
order violations, stay-away court order
violations (non-DV), shots fired, and
shooting victims increased by five percent. Arrests for violent crime rose by
two percent, and for property crimes
by 43 percent.
Data from December 2012 to March
2013 show large continuing increases in
theft from vehicles – up 26 percent –
auto theft – up 23 percent – and violent
robberies, which jumped by 22 percent. Homicide rates have continued
to steeply decline – by 67 percent – as
have burglaries – down 37 percent –
and other thefts, which dropped by
15 percent.
Jeremiah Knoche, a carpenter who
works on Potrero Hill, said he recently
had tools stolen from his truck. “The
police officers were very supportive.
They caught the suspects in the housing project, but let them go because
they couldn’t be prosecuted. It was
expensive for me to replace the tools;
that’s money I could be spending on
health care.”
“It’s well-chronicled — I don’t
know the exact number of prisoners released — but it stood to reason
for us [at the Bayview station] that if
you’re going to increase the number of
criminals in the community there will
also be a correlation with an increase
in crime. We are regularly arresting
individuals who have been on PRCS,
post-release community supervision,”
said Robert O’Sullivan, San Francisco
Police Department Bayview District
captain.
Dogpatch resident Susan Eslick
believes that “there has been a recent
uptick in crime in Dogpatch, crimes of
opportunity like grabbing cell phones,
laptops, and break-ins. I think we have
more crime because there are more
people walking around who look like
they have money and gadgets. Also, I
think people need to walk down the
street alert and aware of their surroundings, instead of looking down at
a phone or talking on one. There are
lots of great things to look at in our
neighborhood, so people should enjoy!”
“I used to run the re-entry program for Sheriff Hennessey, and they
had it fixed up so that when a guy came
in on parole, he got a job,” said Warren
Stewart, benefits checkup and outreach
specialist for the Senior Community
Service Employment Program, Family Service Agency of San Francisco,
who works out of a center in Visitacion
Valley. “When you leave prison they
give you $200, but you can’t wear the

orange jumpsuit, so you have to buy
the clothing made by the state to get
out. Your people can send you clothes,
but they generally don’t have people,
so from the $200 you have to buy your
clothing, and after paying bus fare, to
get here, you have $54. And you’re on
the street corner. There is no housing.”
As part of reentry, the state is supposed to provide housing, health care,
and job counseling. These services are
typically provided by nonprofit organizations, which may not always be
qualified for the job. “There are people
who got $450,000, $375,000 for proposals, but often they were not experienced. The state picks the ones they
want, but there’s not enough money to
go around, so about half of the people
released have nice places to stay,” said
Stewart. According to Stewart, one of
the nicer places to go is Mother Jones in
Bayview, which offers meals, housing
and counseling. Organizations such as
Dress for Success, St. Anthony’s, and
the Salvation Army provide clothing to
women who are released from prison.
“The ex-offenders are still coming
into District 10. They released 15,000 to
18,000, and then the governor decided,
hey this is costing too much money. So
for the last little while they haven’t
done anything. The governor finally
went to court. The appeal is just a delay
thing, but in the meantime people are
getting off parole, violating parole, being sent back,” said Stewart. “Ideally
what should happen is that people with
experience rent a hotel. Generally it’s a
whole hotel in the Tenderloin. They’ll
rent them, 12 or 15 rooms, put two or
three fellows in each room, but for a
guy coming out of prison, how easy is it
going to be for him to find a job? So he
looks every day. Some of the volunteer
places will pay $10 an hour. Better than
nothing.
The general age of people coming
out is 30ish. They want the same thing
that everyone else wants. Generally it’s
the young ones who keep going back.
But you have to help them stay out.
They’re trying to learn a trade because
they don’t teach you anything in there
but making license plates.” Stewart’s
dream is to start a service to train
people to work in upscale restaurants,
as waiters, or to provide janitorial services for office buildings.
According to District 10 Supervisor
Malia Cohen, “One of the problems we
have seen is that firearm possession is
considered a non-violent offense under
AB 109, and thus results in offenders,
who may have had possession of a firearm during a crime but did not shoot
someone, to be released from jail.”
California wants to overturn the
Supreme Court order to reduce the
number of prisoners in state prisons,
arguing that the state has implemented
mental health programs for convicts
and improved the system to the point
where it meets constitutional requirements. On April 5, U.S. District Judge
Lawrence Karlton rejected Brown’s
attempt to regain state control of
inmates’ mental health care, citing
systematic failures to reduce prison
suicides, provide timely care, and hire
enough staff. The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
said it will appeal the ruling.
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More Development in Dogpatch; Anchor Brewing Goes Bayside
B Y S A S H A L E K AC H

More housing and retail space is
being developed in Dogpatch and along
the waterfront, with three building
projects progressing, including plans
for a second Anchor Brewing Company
facility near AT&T Park.
The building at 2290 Third Street –
which once housed Pro Camera Rental,
now located on Minnesota Street – was
acquired by San Francisco-based Build
Inc. about four months ago. Dogpatchbased architect Stephen Antonaros,
who developed plans for the site in 2005
for a previous owner, is revising those
designs to include 76 residential units, a
ground-floor café and additional retail
space, according to Build Inc. partner
Michael Yarne.
Preliminary construction plans
feature landscaping and the possibility
of townhouse-style units that could be
converted into retail space as part of
a “flex unit” designation, Yarne said.
There’ll be subterranean parking, in
an effort to ameliorate neighbors’ worries about increasing demand for street
space. The proposed project is quickly
moving through the City’s planning
approval process, according to Yarne,
with construction potentially beginning as early as next spring. The existing, currently vacant, building on the
14,050-square-foot site – including a
24-space parking lot – was constructed
in 1917, and would be demolished to
make way for the 68-foot-tall mixeduse building.
A few blocks away, last summer
Build Inc. also bought the property
on which Café Cocomo is located, and
plans to replace the dance venue with
housing. The beleaguered nightclub
at 650 Indiana Street is in the midst
of several legal battles regarding unpaid rent and a shooting death outside
the club in 2005. As noted on several
posts on the online community forum
NextDoor, Dogpatch residents have
complained for years about being kept
awake until 2 a.m. by noise emanating
from the club. However, some residents
support the venue as a locally owned
small business that’s dedicated to musicians, dancers and other artists.
Last month, the Club’s general
manager, Rhush Wanigatunga, wrote
a letter to residents describing the
difficult decision to leave the space
after 18 years of operation. According
to Wanigatunga, the owners concluded
that Dogpatch is no longer suitable for
a night club, with the increasing population density and number of families
moving into the area. Wanigatunga anticipated that Café Cocomo would close
by next spring at the latest, with the
final cycle of summer musical events
– including parties on Memorial Day,
Labor Day and the second Sundays in
June, July, August and September – this
year. Weekly salsa, tango, and bachata
dance events will continue until the
venue closes.
Plans for the Indiana Street site,
which is zoned for urban mixed use,
include 120 units comprised of two
distinct buildings. Yarne called them
the O and M buildings, together making “Project OM.” The two buildings
will have different architects, giving

the project “some variety and some
character,” Yarne said. A mid-block
alley tentatively named the “Cocomo
Mews” would be located between the
two structures. The entire complex
would be 135,000-square-feet, with
each building standing five stories,
or 58 feet, tall, which is within zoning limits. According to Yarne, the
proposed development is consistent
with the Eastern Neighborhoods Area
Plan.
Along with housing, plans call for a
1,500-square-foot art café on the corner
of 19th and Indiana streets, and an
8,900-square-foot public plaza already
dubbed “Decompression Plaza.” The
annual post-Burning Man event held
at Club Cocomo in October would be
invited to continue at the site. According to Yarne, Build, Inc. is hoping to
install large-scale art and sculptures in
the area. The developers want to work
with Black Rock Arts Foundation and
Oakland-based art collective Five Ton
Crane to give people an opportunity
to see large-scale Burning Man type
art year-round. “We make an effort
to think outside the box,” Yarne said.
Yarne expects the Planning Department to approve the Cocomo project by the end of this year. Construction
could begin within 18 months; however
Yarne estimated it’d be two years until
groundbreaking. Parking at the site
would also go underground, in an effort
to preserve street level spaces.
Initial design proposals for the
Cocomo site were shared at a Dogpatch Neighborhood Association (DNA)
meeting earlier this spring, and were
positively received, according to Yarne.
The Potrero Boosters Association also
reviewed the proposal, with members
of that neighborhood group mostly concerned about the lack of family units.
In response, Build, Inc. committed to
including three-bedroom units in the
building’s design. Modified plans will
be presented to DNA this month, while
the Boosters were informed about the
revised design in April.
Build Inc. has eight years of experience working in Dogpatch. The
Homes on Esprit Park complex on Minnesota Street, and Piccini restaurant
on Minnesota and 22nd streets, were
developed by the firm. Yarne said Build
is also involved in community efforts to
form a Green Benefit District (GBD) ,
which would create resources for maintaining Potrero Hill parks, open spaces
and other green areas. “We’re doing
more than just developing,” he said,
noting that his firm is offering GBD
organizers their expertise with City
government politics.
Along the waterfront, Seawall Lot
337 – also known as Parking Lot A
– adjacent to the San Francisco Giants baseball stadium is progressing
towards becoming a mixed-use development called “Mission Rock.” Anchor
Brewing Company has signed up as the
first tenant at the 27-acre site, committing to creating a 212,000-square-foot
brewery, museum and restaurant at
Pier 48 to complement its Mariposa
and De Haro streets headquarters. The
brewery is slated to open in 2016.
According to San Francisco-based
building consulting firm Atelier Ten,

“ We make an effort to
think outside the box.”
MICHAEL YARNE

which is working with the Giants
and their development company, the
$1.6 billion Mission Rock project will
include 1,500 residential units, office
buildings, restaurants and retail spaces, along with more than eight acres of
parks and public open spaces.
The site is owned by the Port of San
Francisco. The Giants have a long-term
lease. The Port expects construction
and development to occur at the site
through 2021, after groundbreaking

in 2015. Roughly 10,000 construction
jobs will be created through the project, and 11,100 jobs will be associated
with economic activity at the site after
construction ends. The Port has touted
other benefits of the development, including an estimated $21.5 million in
City revenue generated by sales and
property taxes associated with the retail and rental spaces.
According to Port officials, the
Mission Rock project has been in the
pipeline since 2007, and is expected to
knit the somewhat disconnected Mission Bay neighborhood to the rest of the
City as a recreation, retail and residential destination along the waterfront.
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District 10 Supervisor Dodges View’s Inquiry About Development
B Y L E E A N D R E A M O R TO N

In response to a call from a View
reporter about a proposed development
on 100 Hooper Street, District 10 Supervisor Malia Cohen’s office appears
to have warned the developer of the
paper’s inquiry, rather than respond
to it directly. Shortly after the View
contacted the supervisor’s office about
the project, the reporter received a call
from the developer, UrbanGreen Devco
(UGD) LLC. As of press time, Cohen
hadn’t returned the View’s request for
comment, but apparently her office
contacted UGD – tipping them off of
the paper’s interest – in lieu of speaking
to the City’s longest-running neighborhood newspaper.
The project itself is still evolving.
Last year Dan Murphy of UGD LLC
notified the San Francisco Planning
Department of plans to replace San
Francisco Mini Storage – located on 100
Hooper Street, adjacent to the California Culinary Academy – with two fourstory buildings that would house office,
retail, and post-secondary education
activities. “100 Hooper is currently occupied by San Francisco Self-Storage,
which provides household storage in
temporary, movable containers, and
employs approximately two people per
acre on its three-plus acres of central
city land,” stated Dan Murphy, UGD’s
president, in his application to the Planning Department.
According to UGD, the new devel-

THE SOUTHERN END OF HOOPER STREET,
BETWEEN SEVENTH AND EIGHTH STREETS,
WOULD BE CONVERTED INTO
A “LIVING STREET”
opment will include “…durably built
- high ceiling space designed to accommodate a variety of users, in an environment that fosters innovation…space for
limited neighborhood-oriented retail…”
as well as production, distribution, and
repair space (PDR), and “…architecture
that is uniquely ‘Showplace Square.’”

Companies classified as “light
industrial,” including non-office uses
that integrate multimedia, information
technology, or software development
functions, would use one-third of the
space. The other two-thirds may contain offices, business, professional and
financial services, PDR, and research

and development laboratories. UGD
compares its proposed commercial
complex with the American Industrial
Center in Dogpatch.
The southern end of Hooper Street,
between Seventh and Eighth streets,
would be converted into a “Living
Street,” where cars aren’t permitted. In
addition, approximately 10,000 square
feet would be set aside for privatelyowned, publicly accessible, open space.
The open space would connect to an interior courtyard that conjoins with the
California College of the Arts (CCA).
Fifty-nine parking spaces would be
created on the buildings’ ground floor.
In a letter to Murphy, David Meckel, CCA’s director of campus planning,
affirmed, “Your vision of integrating a
mixed PDR and flexible use development with our existing and planned
campus is very exciting and in our
view, it represents a big opportunity not
only for improving the vibrancy of our
neighborhood but also for facilitating
the continued growth and enhancement
of our college.”
UGD is developing the analyses
and permits necessary to move forward
with the project, including related to
environmental review, a process it’s
likely to complete by the end of the year.
It’s unclear why Cohen’s office chose
to respond to the View by directing
UGD to return the paper’s call, though
it is not uncommon for the supervisor
to ignore calls from her “hometown”
newspaper.
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We can’t believe
you’re turning seven!
Happy Birthday, Daniel!
We love you,
Mom and Dad

Anderson is turning two!
Love you, Signe,
Mom & Dad

Rose Mandell
made her parents, family
and friends so proud when
she was called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on March 9.

Happy 10th birthday, Adam!
Love, Mom, Dad, Olivia,
and Joy

Happy sixth Birthday Sydney!
We are so very proud of
you ( Mom, Dad, and Josh)

The View is delighted to publish local kids’ birthdays and milestones.
Please email your image and/or caption to production@potreroview.net
by the 18th of the prior month. High
resolution photos, please!
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COTTAGE FOOD from Front Page
Programs director, the law isn’t clear
whether one county needs to recognize
permits issued by any other counties.
“The whole reason for Cottage Food
was to support local food, so if there
is reciprocity it isn’t local anymore,”
said Lee.
Kline, who sells at a farmer’s market in Santa Clara County, will have to
continue to bake the pies she vends in
Palo Alto in a commercial kitchen until
jurisdictional issues are worked out.
But she’s still happy to have her permit,
“This is going to give me consistency.
I can work if I lose my kitchen, and it
will allow me to respond more quickly
to my customers.” she said.
Home cooking provides both more
flexibility to food entrepreneurs, and
offers lower startup costs. Iso Rabins,
founder of ForageSF, which offers
workshops on the new Cottage Food
law, sees it as an option for people to
test the food business. “Legislation
around food didn’t allow people to have
an incubation period without incurring
a lot of overhead cost. This is a low bar
entry. They can see if it is something
they really want to do,” he said.
Potrero Hill resident Billy Crawford, who obtained the City’s second
Cottage Food
permit, is seiz“Legislation around
ing the opportufood didn’t allow
nity presented
people to have an
by the new law.
incubation period
C r aw for d, a
without incurring a
life-long cookie
lot of overhead cost.”
lover with
ISO RABINS
some d iet a r y
rest r iction s,
n o t i c e d t h at
there wasn’t any vegan cookie mixes
at grocery stores. As he watched the
Cottage Food law move through the
legislative process last year, he focused
on designing his product’s packaging
and website. “Come January 1st, I
was ready to go at the doorsteps of
the Department of Public Health,” said
Crawford. Unfortunately, they weren’t
ready for him; Crawford didn’t receive
his permit until last month.
Now, mixing in his kitchen, Crawford is selling his Topsy Cookie mix
at Chiotras Grocery and All States
Best Foods on the Hill. “I was trying
to do this the most cost-effective way
as possible.” Crawford said. “With a
commercial kitchen, there is an hourly
minimum. I am not baking. I am only
mixing and don’t need a lot of time.
And the kitchen I could get space at was
far away. I would have had to commute.
That adds time and money.”
According to Scott Madison, owner
of Eclectic Cookery, a commercial
kitchen that rents space in the Hunters
Point Shipyard, this is the busiest he’s
been in 28 years. Cottage Food permits
are far from a threat to commercial
kitchens, he said. They are an asset. “I
think it is great. And if it gets started
and they seem to be having some success, it will be more trouble than it is
worth to keep working in the home.”
Crawford feels the same way.
Which is why he’s undeterred by the
$35,000 cap on gross product sales written into the law. “If I get bigger there is
no way I could operate out of the house,
it makes sense.” Until then, Crawford
will be legally making Topsy Cookie
vegan cookie mix in his own kitchen.

Yogasita Turns Eight
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

Potrero Hill-based Yogasita turned
eight years old last month. Owner and
operator, Susannah Bruder – known
as “Susie” to her friends and clients –
opened her 1501 Mariposa Street studio
after practicing yoga for almost 20 years,
and teaching it for ten. “We owe our good
health to Susannah and Yogasita,” said
Teresa Beltramo, 72, who along with
her husband, John, 78, are students at
Yogasita. “We had tried four other yoga
instructors, and Susannah is by far our
favorite.”
According to Bruder, her success
stems from her focus on yoga practice,
rather than yoga hype. “I’m more aligned
with the benefits than the hype,” Bruder
said. Todd Hosfelt, who practiced under
Bruder at Amrita Yoga, followed her to
Yogasita. Although the location was less
convenient for him, Hosfelt said his commitment to Bruder stemmed from “…the

Tailored Approach to Exercise Critical to Success
BY KRISTEN NOLAN

Losing weight and getting in shape can be challenging, especially as
we age. It’s doubly difficult because most people work at jobs where they sit
much of the time, and are so exhausted by the end of the day that they can’t
even think about moving their bodies, let alone exercising. Then, a downward
spiral happens. Limited movement leads to a decrease in brain function, an
increase in head fogginess, less lean muscle mass, higher proneness to injury,
a lack of focus and an increase in lower back, neck, and knee pain.
When long sedentary people try to get back into exercising, problems often
emerge. Many individuals who begin a workout program get injured within
the first six weeks of exercising because they push themselves too hard too
soon, with an ‘all or nothing’ mentality.
The good news is that these bad outcomes can be corrected with a small but
effective dose of the right kind of exercise for your body. When San Francisco
resident Anand D. restarted working out he’d lost faith in exercising. “Months
earlier I had tried to do an overly intensive workout routine on my own and
my form was not right,” he said. “After a few times of doing this program,
I was bedridden with intense pain in my kidneys for a week. It was so bad
that I could barely take care of myself or get out of bed. I just pushed myself
too hard, and my body couldn’t recover.”
Anand’s story is common amongst my clients. Many people that try to
workout on their own haven’t studied the effects of overtraining their bodies,
or how to modify exercises to match their fitness levels. Because there’s no
one-size-fits-all approach to exercise, it’s critical that people learn how to
assess workouts and identify the ones that have positive effects on their bodies,
so they can ease into a regular routine, achieve their goals, and stay active.
In Anand’s case, I started his workouts with basic joint movements and
isolative muscle activation; learning how to engage muscles that weren’t
functioning well. After re-building a solid training foundation, Anand was
able to progress to a combined lower and upper body strength routine to build
his muscles and burn calories without getting injured. “Now my lower back
pain is gone! I’m working with the kettle bell, TRX, dumb bells and walking
every day. My muscles are recovering faster and my posture has never been
better. I carry myself differently,” he said.
Recent neuroscience suggests that one of the best ways to ease into a
program is by refraining from focusing on overly complex strength movements,
and to instead start with joints. The body has hundreds of joints; over time
sedentary sitting most of the day at a desk can make joints tight, weak and
hard to move. If you cannot move your joints well – for example, smoothly
circling your ankle – how can you expect to be able to place a ton of impact
on your foot while running?
A good place to start is to initiate each strength or cardio move with
the joints. For example, a basic bicep curl – taking your hand and forearm
up towards your shoulder – is initiated at the elbow joint. A squat – sitting
down and standing up – is initiated at the hip, knee and ankle joints. When
starting a regular strength routine, making sure your joints are healthy is
of utmost priority.
Joint drills are easy to incorporate into daily routines. All you have to do
is think about where the ‘bendy parts’ are in your body, and move them in a
front to back, side to side, or circular motion. You can do ankle circles, hip
circles and shoulder circles, to name a few. Then, when you begin strength
training, you’ll have increased body awareness.
Kristen Nolan owns I Luv My Body Fitness.
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quality of teaching that I hadn’t found
anywhere else.”
Bruder didn’t set out to become a
teacher when she started practicing yoga
almost three decades ago. But four of her
teachers encouraged her to become one.
Each time she protested, “I don’t want to
be a yoga teacher.” She always thought
she’d be lacking something she needed
to know. It was through years of practicing herself that she found the confidence
to begin teaching, she said, starting by
holding classes in her living room. “There
weren’t sticky mats yet, when I started
teaching,” Bruder said. “We slipped on
puddles of sweat.” As her practice grew,
she taught six classes a week in Noe Valley,
and led corporate, gym, and dance classes
in Oakland.
Today, she’s less busy. “I’m in here [in
the studio] early before my class,” Bruder
said. “It’s more supportive.” Having her
own studio allows her to teach week-long
courses called immersions, which last two
to three hours a day. “I have loved being
here these eight years,” Bruder said. “The
location is great.”
“Being in the space is really inspiring,” said Nancy Clarke, who teaches at
Yogasita. “Everything in the studio is fresh
and beautiful.” Clarke, who went through
teacher training with Bruder, compared
the studio’s view to the one of San Francisco’s skyline from the Potrero Branch of
the San Francisco Public Library. “That’s
sort of the same kind of feeling that I have
in the studio,” Clarke said.
Bruder teaches Hatha yoga, a set of
physical exercises – known as asanas or
postures – and sequences of asanas designed to align a practitioner’s skin, muscles and bones. Bruder varies sequences
to achieve balance; “no two classes are
exactly the same,” she said. She teaches
her own style, rather than being affiliated
with a particular teacher, brand, system
or ashram. In addition to her years of
personal practice, she’s studied the discipline, and has practical experience in
bodywork. Bruder continually refreshes
her knowledge of anatomy and physiology,
and reads about yoga.
In addition to Bruder and Clarke, two
other teachers hold classes at Yogasita.
Alistair Shanks has been teaching Tai Chi
at the studio since 2009, and is a hospice
chaplain at Zen Hospice in San Francisco.
Robin Varga teaches reflexology by appointment, with 25 years of experience
in that field.
Bruder’s classes include men, pregnant women, and children. And Bruder
teaches people who are ill, working with
students who’ve had strokes, a brain tumor, and colon cancer. Two of her students
are more than 80 years old. After she
began teaching, she realized how much
she liked helping people. She personalizes her instruction, even when teaching a
group. “It’s a lot more than memorizing a
sequence,” she said. Students in one class
can be at different levels; she’ll help each
individually. “She caters each class to our
needs,” said Beltramo.
According to Bruder, yoga is good for
circulation. And stretching the muscles
releases endorphins, which can help a
person feel happier, calmer and uplifted,
she said. In the future, besides teaching,
Bruder would like to write about yoga.
She studied journalism in college, and her
mother was an editor. And she wants to
teach people who have fewer advantages
than others, such as under-served teenagers. “It should be accessible to everyone,”
Bruder said.
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FREE Computer Lessons
and Individual Tutoring
SF Connected
Call Today

for a Location
Near You

(415) 355-3555

The Mission Pictures, located near Jackson Park, is a team of three: Kristen Ohiaeri, Associate
Producer, and Co-founders, Arne Johnson and Shane King, with, of course, Gibson the dog.

Volunteer Tutors
Are Welcome!

Mission Pictures
B Y PAU L M C D O N A L D

The co-founders of Potrero Hillbased Mission Pictures - located at 1500
17th Street at Arkansas - Arne Johnson
and Shane King, met when they were
11 years old, attending the Metropolitan
Learning Center in Portland, Oregon.
As pre-teens in what they now refer to
as an “alternative hippy school,” they
became fast friends, and established a
relationship that lasted through their
years at separate colleges. Johnson
started at New York University; King
initially attended Ventura Community
College.
The two were always interested in
video production, and eventually found
themselves both back at San Francisco
State University (SFSU) in 1989. Johnson pursued video production, but was
a biology major; King was an English
literature major who later reviewed
movies for various Bay Area publications. While at SFSU
they each delved into
various video projects as freelancers.
But what put them
on the map, and
formed the basis for
their company, was
the docu menta r y
Girls Rock, which
follows four eight to
18-year-old girls at
the Rock and Roll Camp for Girls in
Portland, Oregon.

Begun in 2004 and premiering four
years later in 2008, Girls Rock won
many awards, and generated enough
interest in the team behind the movie
for them to establish Mission Pictures
in 2009. The company produces tailormade videos that tell a nonprofit’s or
company’s story. In the four years since
Mission Pictures launched the company’s client base has steadily grown, and
now includes the San Francisco Zen
Center, Girl Scouts, California College
of Arts, along with eBay and Google.
When asked about a marketing
plan, the two shrug off the question, and
indicate that they don’t really have one,
but simply partner with their clients
to document and expose things that
they care about. The model seems to be
working, as business has tripled in the
last year. Once they create trust with
their clientele, they don’t worry about
future work.
Mission Pictures was originally located in the Mission;
thus the name. But
the owners are quick
to point out that they
love their corner office next to Jackson
Park, are frequent
pat ron s of loca l
eateries JB’s and
Wolfe’s, and consider
Potrero Hill as part
of their identity.
For more information: www.missionpicturessf.com.

Wine, Dine & Dance
Under our new heated tent

Learn in Comfort at Your Own Pace
26 Neighborhood Centers for all
Seniors and Adults with Disabilities
SF Connected is a program funded by San Francisco
Department of Aging and Adult Services, providing free
computer classes through community partnerships

www.sfconnected.org
&LW\DQG&RXQW\RI6DQ)UDQFLVFR
'HSDUWPHQWRI$JLQJDQG$GXOW6HUYLFHV

15% off m

eals
Mon-Fri w
ith this ad
excludin
g special
offers

*Lunch, Brunch, Appetizers,
& Cocktails

*Happy Hour (M-TH) 4:30-7 PM
*Live Music 5-8 PM
Sat: Salsa / Sun: Brazillian

*DJs Friday 6-9 PM Weather permitting
*Brunch 9:30 AM- 4:30 PM
855 Terry Francois

where Mariposa intersects with Illinois St.
on the water 1 block east of Third St.

415.621.2378

theramp@comcast.com
www.theramprestaurant.com
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Residents, Workers Call for Stop Signs
at Mariposa and Pennsylvania Streets
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

More than 250 Hill residents have
signed a petition requesting that stop
signs be placed at the corner of Mariposa and Pennsylvania streets. According
to neighbors and workers in the area,
the intersection is dangerous. “Under
the circumstances I’m surprised there
aren’t more fender-benders out there,”
said George Zlatunich, floor manager,
Center Hardware, which is located on the
intersection’s southeast corner.
“We’ve seen major changes” over the
last two years, said Anelle Brickley, coowner of Brickley Production Services,
which is located less than a block from
the intersection. Since the University of
California, San Francisco’s Mission Bay
campus opened, there’s a lot more traffic,
according to Brickley. And she asserted
that parking meters recently installed
in Mission Bay have prompted drivers
to search for spots near Mariposa and
Pennsylvania, where all-day free parking is still available. Brickley has seen
people park their cars and call a cab from
the area. And she’s seen private shuttle
buses dropping people with briefcases
off nearby; after which they walk to their
cars.
According to Paul Rose, spokesperson, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, “the SFMTA is currently
evaluating the intersection to determine
if stop signs are feasible.” In late March,
SFMTA repainted the intersection’s
crosswalks.
Jim Robertson, general superintendent, Angotti & Reilly, which is located
on the intersection’s northwest corner,
said stop signs would help with safety,
but would snarl up traffic at Interstate
280’s eastern off-ramp, one block from
the troublesome intersection. Drivers
turn left from the I-280 off-ramp onto
Mariposa toward Pennsylvania Street.
Some vehicles then turn right on Penn-
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sylvania going 35 miles an hour, said
Jeff Wieland, project manager, Angotti
& Reilly. “It’s difficult for pedestrians,”
Wieland said. According to Robertston,
stop signs would quell this “craziness,”
which threatens both pedestrians and
workers parking their cars.
“It’s like the Wild West,” Wieland
said. Wieland believes that right turns
should be forbidden. “It’s deadly” for
both pedestrians and cars, Brickley said,
with some drivers pulling out in front
of others because they’re impatient. The
View observed drivers performing this
maneuver, as well as a driver honking his
horn in rage at a vehicle that had stopped
in front of him on Mariposa Street. “I
would never walk there at 4 p.m. or 4:30
p.m.,” Brickley said.
According to Mimi Morales, an office
manager at Fregosi & Co. Paints, Inc.,
stop signs would help pedestrians. Hazel
Zambrano, assistant coordinator at Alicia
K Designs, a block from the intersection,
agreed. And Judi Youmans, another office
manager at Fregosi & Co., said that she’s
had to wait for two cars to pass before she
was able to cross to Center Hardware at
about 3 p.m. on a weekday.
But, Justin Ou, an employee at a
direct mail service company located less
than a block away, didn’t think stop signs
were necessary. “I think it’s fine. I don’t
have any problems,” Ou said. And Jessica
Harrington, event coordinator at Alicia K
Designs, said she doesn’t have any trouble
walking through the intersection.
On a spring weekday, at about 3 p.m.,
the View counted roughly 50 cars crossing the intersection in less than three
minutes. At 5 p.m., vehicles on the eastbound side of Mariposa were backed up
two blocks, to Mississippi Street. At 5:15
p.m., vehicles were queued past Mississippi Street, almost to Texas Street. “It
seems chaotic and I try to avoid it [the
intersection],” said a Texas and Mariposa
streets resident.
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Paramount
Piroshki Moves
to the East Bay
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

Long-time Potrero Hill business,
Paramount Piroshki, a retailer, wholesaler and food manufacturer, moved
to San Leandro last month after its
landlord sold the building in which the
company was located. The property had
been on the market for four years before
it changed hands last fall.
“People are sad,” said Galina
Galant, whose family owns Paramount Piroshki. Three generations
of San Franciscans have patronized
the business, which opened on Geary
Boulevard in 1956. Paramount Piroshki
was located at 585 Potrero Avenue, at
the corner of 18th Street, for 30 years.
The company made piroshkis fresh each
morning; commuters often stopping by
to purchase a few on their way to work.
Local enterprises ordered cocktail-size
piroshkis for office parties.
Paramount Piroshki didn’t advertise because it didn’t want to compete
with the cafes and other enterprises
that sold its product. But word of the
tasty food spread among friends and
relatives, who said the whole neighborhood smelled good when the piroshkis
were cooking.
A piroshki is a Russian meat- or
vegetable-filled pie. “It’s like a Russian
hot-pocket,” Galant said. Usually fried,
the pies are flavorful, great on-the-go,
and affordable, at $2 each, according to
Galant. Customers get one free when

Paramount Piroshki’s home for 30 years, 585 Potrero Avenuel owner Len Galant in his office. Photos by Don NOlte.

buying six, or three free when purchasing a dozen. Paramount Piroshki also
sells calzones, French puffs, bagel dogs,
and spanakopika, a Greek pie made
with filo dough, spinach and feta cheese.
The piroshkis are made in a plant
inspected by the United States Department of Agriculture, allowing Paramount Piroshki to sell to a variety of
Bay Area stores, including supermarkets, cafes and corner markets. Some
supermarkets carry the Galant family’s
frozen piroshkis.
The Galant family purchased Paramount Piroshki from Helen Theodoridis
17 years ago. The San Leandro building
where the company is now located is
owned by Galina’s brother, Len, who
helps run the business with Galina
and her father, Mayer. The move to the
East Bay enabled the company to almost
double its office and manufacturing
space, to 6,000 square feet from 3,500
square feet. According to Galina, there’s
also more parking in San Leandro.
The new location, 735 Fremont Av-

enue, hosts a retail store. Galant hopes
old customers will continue to stop by.
Paramount Piroshki delivers to Hill
residents, if they buy 24 items or more.
Orders can contain a variety of piroshkis, which can be refrigerated for up to
14 days or frozen for up to six months.
The company employs six people,
many of whom have been on staff for
years. “We are all like one family,”
Galant said. At the new location, the
company is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday to Thursday, and 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Friday.
When Mayer Galant bought Paramount Piroshki, Galina was finishing
her studies at San Francisco State University. After graduating with a degree
in business management, she joined her
father in the business, followed by Len
a few years later. According to Galina,
her father is a good businessman; sales
are her brother’s forte. “Together it
worked out good,” she said.
Paramount Piroshki continues to
offer the same products, including bagel

dogs, which, at $2 a piece, were manufactured in San Leandro even before the
company’s move. Piroshkis – beef and
cheese – are the company’s best-selling
item, making up roughly 75 percent of
sales. According to Galant, most of her
customers are European-American, but
all nationalities enjoy the Russian treat.
She said most Russian-American customers prefer the beef and mushroom,
potato, or cabbage varieties. “Anyone
who tries it, likes it a lot,” she said.
A sprinkling of comments from
vendors of Paramount’s products reflected a mix of opinions about the
treat. “We don’t sell that many,” said a
representative of Sweetmill Food Company, in San Rafael. But Sam, at Golden
Bear Market, 1401 Sixth Avenue, in
San Francisco, praised the piroshkis,
as well as Galant. Najib Saliba, owner
of Franklin Street’s Franklin Market
in San Francisco, agreed. According to
Saliba, Paramount Piroshki’s products
sell well. “People like it,” he said.

78 Sales on the Hill in 7 Years

The next one
could be yours.
• Living and working on Potrero for over 12 years
• $70 Million in sales on Potrero Hill
• 2009-2012 Potrero Hill Top Producer
• Executive Board Member of The Potrero
Dogpatch Merchants Association

Christine Doud

REALTOR®
415.426.3223
christinedoud@zephyrsf.com
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San Francisco
Superior Court
Judge Bayview
Resident
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

Bayview resident and San Francisco Superior Court judge, Gail Dekreon,
has been described as smart, visionary,
and compassionate.
“She has a
huge heart,”
said Cinder
Ernst, a 21year friend.
According to
Ernst, in the
cou r troom,
where toughness and
certainty is
typically de- Judge Gail Dekreon.
Photo by Don Nolte
manded, it’s
good to have
those characteristics leavened with
compassion.
“An even temperament is emphasized in the screening processes done
by legal organizations when reviewing
judicial applications or candidates,”
Dekreon said. As a lawyer she had to
fight for her clients’ rights. But on the
bench, the objective isn’t to get drawn
into the emotion. “Stay calm, cool, and
collected,” she said.
Guy Decker, another friend of
Dekreon, said that the judge pursues
other good works when off the bench.
According to Decker, as a Soroptimist
club member Dekreon helps provide
young economically disadvantaged and
minority women with college scholarships. The recipients have the drive and
skills to excel in higher education, but
they wouldn’t be able to attend college
without financial assistance. Decker
met Dekreon in the mid-1980s, two or
three years after she finished law school
at Golden Gate University.
Dekreon is also a good friend. When
Ernst’s late mother fell ill, Dekreon
quickly arrived at her mother’s home
to offer assistance. And when Decker’s
partner was diagnosed with diabetes,
Dekreon helped the two obtain Social
Security benefits. “That’s the kind of
friend she is,” Ernst said.
Born and raised in Alaska, Dekreon
always wanted to live in San Francisco.
She came to the City in 1978 for law
school, but moved back to Alaska in
1981 to clerk for the trial courts in
Fairbanks. After a year, she moved
back to San Francisco. She now lives
on Bridgeview Drive.
Before she was sworn in as judge in
2003, Dekreon had a Bay Area law prac-

Grain Silos to be Public Art at Pier 92
B Y L E E A N D R E A M O R TO N

ART INSTALLATION TAKES THE FORM OF A LARGE

As an initiative of the Blue Greenway Project, the Port of San Francisco
has spearheaded a project to turn two
grain silos, located at Pier 92 near the
intersection of Illinois Street and Cargo
Way, into pieces of art. The grain silos
are colossal, cement storage units for
grains that have sat idle since the 1970’s.
The port issued a call for artists to submit their ideas a year ago. In September,
the San Francisco Arts Commission
selected Haddad & Drugan Studio, a
Seattle-based artist team, to create
their proposed design.
Laura Haddad and Tom Drugan,
the project’s artists, have backgrounds
in landscape architecture, which informs their ability to translate creative
ideas into large-scale installations. The
team has completed art for storm water utility and transportation projects,
libraries, urban plazas, and parks.
Their proposal, Transfiguration, is
“a visual metaphor for the transformation of Bayview-Hunters Point, weaving

SCALE MURAL THAT WILL ENCOMPASS THE SILOS
together symbols of the neighborhood’s
change in economy, ecology, and community.” Transfiguration takes the form of
a large scale mural that will encompass
the silos. Images that are unique to the
Bayview-Hunters Point community will
be featured in the mural.
“They will work with the community
to finesse the imagery, drawing inspiration from the area’s natural and cultural
landscape. It will be filtered through a
matrix, which will transfigure into an
abstract pattern that combines the past,
present, and future,” said Justine Topfer,
San Francisco Arts Commission’s project
manager of the public art program.
According to Susan Pontious, San
Francisco Arts Commission’s program
director of the public art program, “The
two stand-out elements [of Transfiguration] are its relationship to the community and the fact that it had a presence

either day or night.”
At night, LED lights at the silos’
will illuminate the façade. “The lights
will transform the art into a theatrical
animation of its daytime self,” Topfer
said. The lights will cycle through a
series of colors – red, green, and blue
¬– that cause the mural to change its
appearance continuously. Community
members will be canvassed to determine the project’s final imagery. The
art is scheduled to be installed this fall.
In their proposal, Haddad & Drugan included mock design images related to a quote about Bayview-Hunters
Point by long-time resident and community activist Essie Webb. “I guess all
the air came out of the balloon, and it
just came to the ground and it’s still
there, and it’s just waiting for someone
to put some more air in and blow it
up,” Webb said.

tice specializing in criminal defense.
She worked many hours, and needed
to slow down, but wanted to stay in the
field of law. Judge Herbert Donaldson, a
mentor since 1985, encouraged her to file
for an open judge’s seat in 2001. “I felt
I could make a difference in the community being a judge,” Dekreon said.
On the bench now for roughly 10
years, Dekreon, is the first judge in any
San Francisco court from Bayview, and
is one of the state’s top experts in vehicular/traffic law, according to Decker, who
served the court for 33 years, retiring as
court administrator for the criminal and
traffic courts in the Superior Court of
San Francisco in 2006.

Decker said Dekreon’s goal is
to work as a judge into her 70s. “So
I envision her on the bench another
12 years,” Decker said. According to
Decker, Dekreon has a wide range
of support throughout the City. He
said she campaigned relentlessly for
the position, getting only four to five
hours of sleep some nights, during a
campaign that lasted six months. She
spent $75,000 of her own money on the
effort while maintaining her private
law practice. Dekreon and another
candidate received most of the votes
during the first election, but neither
won enough support to win. After three
more months of campaigning, and a

second election, Dekreon was declared
the winner.
On a personal level, Ernst joked
that Dekreon “is the keeper of things:
tools, baking soda, bird cages. It’s all organized.” Walking a pit bull, Rottweiler,
and German Shepherd at Heron’s Head
Park, Ernst and her former husband,
Rolando, found a lost cockatiel. Rolando
put the bird in his pocket, while they
called Dekreon to ask if she had a bird
cage. She did, and the bird lived with
Dekreon for five or six years until it
died.
“She’s a beautiful lady,” Decker
said. “She’s there when you need her,
and she gives as much as she can.”
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PHOTOGRAPHER from Front Page
overblown. “Now I’m a victim,” he
said. “I think the other way.”
The San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) quickly responded to
Nolte’s call for assistance, and located one of the suspects, who is in
custody. The police report identified
the individual as Mandela Mabrey,
20 years old, five foot seven inches
tall, 160 pounds, black hair, brown
eyes, African-American male who
goes by the alias, “Mandela Dimitri
Mabrey Moore.” According to the
report, Mabrey lives at 1431 Revere
Street. He was booked into County
Jail Number One, Seventh Street
Sheriff’s Facility. According to SFPD
spokesperson Carlos Manfredi, the
District Attorney (DA) is charging
Mabrey with robbery with force and
conspiracy. The DA’s office is hoping
to strike a plea deal with Mabrey to
obtain information leading to the arrest of the other suspect.
The second individual, who took
the camera, remains at-large. Nolte
described him as six feet tall, 190
pounds, with an athletic build, short
hair, wearing blue jeans and a black
jacket with a hood. The hood was not
pulled over the suspect’s head, Nolte
said. The suspect appeared to be in
his 20s or 30s.
Police received a 911 call from
Nolte at 3:44 p.m., on April 18, Man-

fredi said. Witnesses also called 911
when they saw Nolte running after the
suspects. Nolte, who is in his seventies,
followed the individuals on foot up
18th Street, but decided to stop pursuing them because he thought they
might be armed. “What was I going
to do if I caught them?” Nolte asked.
Stephanie Rodman and Michael
Gaines witnessed the incident as they
were driving southbound on Pennsylvania Street from 18th and saw Nolte
running. Rodman and Gaines followed
the suspects in their car as they fled
southbound on Pennsylvania Street
and westbound on 19th Street. Both
Nolte and Rodman identified Mabrey
on the scene after he was found by
police in the Potrero Annex-Terrace
housing complex.
According to Man fredi, the
chance that Nolte will get his camera
– which is worth thousands of dollars
– back is about one percent. “It’s like
waving cash,” Manfredi said of the
camera. He cautioned that property
crimes occur daily, and encouraged
San Franciscans to be aware of their
surroundings and how they’re carrying their belongings.
Nolte said that he was pleased
with the response by police, who arrived within two to three minutes
after he called. He’s also grateful for
the help of Rodman and Gaines, who
spent a couple of hours working with
police investigators.

Please join us at an informational open house
to learn more about Kaiser Permanente’s
proposed doctors’ offices on Potrero Hill, as well as
Walden Development’s proposed residential project.

Wednesday, May 8, 2013
6 – 8 p.m.
Daniel Webster Elementary School Auditorium
465 Missouri Street (Between 19th and 20th Streets)
At the meeting, you can view the latest designs and ask questions
about the proposed doctors’ offices at 16th and Mississippi Streets,
which will feature health care services such as pediatrics, OB/GYN,
and family medicine.
You can also view the latest designs and ask questions about
Walden Development’s proposed residential project that will consist
of approximately 189 new homes along 17th and Mississippi Streets.

For more information, please visit:
KaiserPermanentePotrero.com

CINCO DE
DE MAYO
MAYO —
~ Sunday,
CINCO
Sunday, May
May 55

WALDEN DEVELOPMENT LLC

Care about parks and gardens
in your neighborhood?
Complete your Green

Spaces Survey today!

Complete online: www.PHDGBDSurvey.org
If you prefer a paper copy of the survey, you can pick
one up and drop it off at the following locations:

}

Christopher’s Books
1400 18th Street

Rickshaw Bagworks
904 22nd Street

The NABE
953 De Haro Street

@ Texas Street

@ Minnesota Street

@ Southern Heights

If neither of these options work for you, call 415-551-7603.

Learn more about the Potrero Hill-Dogpatch Green Benefits District:

www.phd-gbd.org
Supported and endorsed by:
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CLEAN POWER from Front Page
to build power generation facilities,
such as wind farms.
“I wish that the project, including the build-out, were moving more
quickly,” said District 9 Supervisor
David Campos, who serves on LAFCO.
“My goal is to have the program up
and running as soon as possible. With
respect to the size of the program, I do
hope it becomes larger. That said, we
believe the initial phase is large enough
as a start.”
According to Jim Lazarus, San
Francisco Chamber of Commerce senior
vice president, CleanPowerSF was supposed to increase competition among
electricity suppliers; today, only PG&E
supplies electricity to San Franciscans.
But Lazarus said CleanPowerSF won’t
drive down rates, nor help the local
economy. “And that’s why we’re opposed to the project,” Lazarus said. He
said CleanPowerSF rates will be 25 to
55 percent higher than PG&E’s.
Rates for a similar program operating in Marin County are higher than
PG&E prices, according to the Marin
Energy Authority (MEA). On average,
customers pay $3.31 more a month
than they would to buy electricity
from PG&E. But Jamie Tuckey, MEA’s
communications director, cautioned
about making comparisons. She said
rates change all the time, with PG&E’s
fluctuating two to five times per year,
a statement PG&E spokesperson Joe
Molica confirmed.
CleanPowerSF is a community
choice aggregation (CCA) program.
CCAs became possible in 2002 with
the passage of Assembly Bill 117, which

allows cities and counties to pool their
purchasing power to buy electricity on
behalf of businesses and residents in
their jurisdiction. CCAs are supposed
to provide energy users with more control over their rates, and the ability to
purchase electricity from less polluting sources. CCA’s are shadow versions
of public utilities, which historically
have offered lower prices than investorowned utilities.
The energy residents buy from
CleanPowerSF may be based on renewable energy credits – essentially
certificates indicating that renewable
power has been built, rather than direct
renewable power projects – generated
directly from renewable sources, excluding nuclear, or be a combination
of both. San Franciscans will automatically be enrolled in CleanPowerSF,
but will have six months from enrollment notification to choose
to stay w ith
PG&E without
an additional
charge. According to
Fried, the City
will predict the
right amount
of energ y to
purchase,
avoid i ng a
situation where
the program is
under or oversubscribed.
According
t o We i n r ub,
when CleanPowerSF was
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authorized in 2007, an implementation
plan called for the in-City development of 210 megawatts of renewable
resources within the first three years
of program operation. One hundred
and three megawatts was to be created
through new power generation, and
107 megawatts would be eliminated
by increased conservation and energy
efficiency. “A penny saved is a penny
earned,” Weinrub said. Weinrub said
that the implementation plan also
called for the development of a wind
farm outside the City, with the capacity
for 150 megawatts, but he downplayed
that idea because it wouldn’t produce
any jobs for San Franciscans.
In addition, the plan called for 51
percent of San Francisco’s non-Hetchy
Hetch electric load, or about 400 megawatts, to be produced locally within
ten years. San Francisco’s Electricity Resource
Plan calls for
a carbon-free
electr ic system in the City
b y 2 0 3 0. I f
San Francisco starts this
year, getting
to the 51 percent by 2017
would require
an investment
of roughly $1
bi l l io n , a c cording to
Local Power,
Inc, a consultant to CleanP o w e r S F.
Weinrub said
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that Local Power’s analysis indicates
that of the $1 billion roughly $650 million would be spent to improve energy
efficiency and produce new renewable
electricity, with $350 million invested
in the wind farm.
“What’s on the table doesn’t look
like that at all,” Weinrub said. “I refer
to [it] as an unfortunate kick-start of
a program.” If the current proposal is
the only way to start, Weinrub said
advocates of the larger program could
swallow it, if they saw the larger initiative on the way. But, he said, that
doesn’t seem to be happening. The
Sierra Club, Global Exchange, and
upwards of 25 other organizations
have signed letters asking the SFPUC
or Board of Supervisors to adopt a
more expansive program. “You can’t
throw the baby out with the bathwater,” Weinrub said.
According to Weinrub, a SFPUC
survey that found San Franciscans supported the program didn’t tell respondents that the energy will be coming
from Shell Energy North America. A
separate survey by the Chamber found
that almost one-third of San Francisco
residents will opt for CleanPowerSF,
roughly half will opt out, with one-fifth
undecided.
However, Fried said that about
half of San Francisco’s residents will
choose CleanPowerSF, according to the
SFPUC survey. Most residents are not
concerned about whether the program
is 20 MW or 210 MW, he said. SFPUC
plans to sell electricity to individuals
who are most likely to want to buy
it first, who the agency has identified
during the past three years though
marketing efforts.

If less is more, Zero Waste
less is more, Zero Waste
isIfeverything.
is everything.
Learn more about how we get to Zero by 2020.
▲

▲

recologysf.com/zero
Learn more about how we get to Zero by 2020.
recologysf.com/zero
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SAN FRANCISCO . . .
a GOOD place to be a caregiver!

Caregiving can be rewarding—but often overwhelming. If you help a loved one
with daily activities (meals, medications, rides, finances, etc.), you can get free or
low-cost services, information and advice from these respected SF organizations.

• Family Caregiver Alliance - Information, support &
resources for families & caregivers throughout the Bay Area.
(800) 445-8106
• Kimochi - Serving seniors in the Japanese-American
community. (415) 931-2294
• Openhouse - Programs & services in the LGBT community.
(415) 296-8995
• Self-Help for the Elderly - Bilingual (Chinese) services
in the Bay Area. (415) 677-7600

You are not alone! Call today, or learn more at:
http://info.caregiver.org/sf.html
Funded by the San Francisco Department of Aging and Adult Services.

Join us for

Happy Hour
Monday–Friday 3pm–7pm
• 99¢ Oysters • $4 drafts • $5 glasses of wine
• $6 Cocktail Specials

May 2013

international studies
Academy Eighth Grader
brings Gun to school
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

A 14-year old eighth grader at International Studies Academy (ISA) allegedly
brought a gun to school last month. At
about 11 a.m. on a Tuesday the student
was sent to the principal’s office to be
questioned after a staff member expressed concern to school officials about
the student having a weapon. When the
student was asked to empty his pockets,
he fled the school, at which time a staff
member called the police.
As they headed to ISA, police officers located the student, who didn’t
have a gun on him. Police believe the
student discarded the gun when he fled
the school. The weapon was later found
outside the campus.
Depending upon the police department’s investigation, the student may be
charged with possession of a firearm
on school grounds and possession of a
loaded firearm. “SFUSD has clear policies prohibiting weapons on campus and
students are aware of these policies,” said
Gentle Blythe, executive director, public
outreach and communication, San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD),
in an email.
According to police officials, ISA
handled the situation well, by following protocol and immediately going to
lockdown status, in which students and
staff are asked to stay where they are,
and entrances and exits are secured.
“We addressed it pretty fast,” said ISA
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principal Paul J. Koh after the incident.
“We went into every classroom. We let
parents know. ”
“While there are many factors that
contribute to school safety, one of the
most important things staff can do to
prevent harm is to stay alert,” Blythe
said. Koh suspected that the student is
involved in goings-on in Bayview, and
had a gun to protect himself. “Most of
the time, when students are found to
have weapons, they report that they’re
carrying it for their safety going to and
from school,” Blythe said.
In a separate incident the following
day, a 14-year-old ISA student allegedly
used a Taser on another student’s wrist.
“SFPD, emergency personnel, and parents were contacted immediately,” Blythe
said, in the email. “The student appears
to have suffered no injuries. Appropriate
disciplinary measures are being taken.”
The incidents speak to a community
wide concern, Blythe said. “There are
14 year olds getting access to guns and
stun guns. According to Blythe, while
some ISA students live in poverty, “ISA
high school students have shown positive
academic growth” recently. California
Department of Education data indicate
that ISA’s graduation rate increased to
83.3 percent in 2012, from 74.1 percent in
2011. Among Latino and English learner
students, graduation rates were 91.7 percent and 94.4 percent, respectively, in
2012.
Koh thanked his two assistant
principals, Chris Barron and Darlene
Martin, four security staff, Sam, Andres,
Janea, and Swiff, and counselors Valerie,
Stephanie, Farah, and Leslie, for assistance during the incident. “If it weren’t
for those folks, it would have been a lot
harder,” Koh said.
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Epicurean Zealot

Honest Food
Classic Cocktails

by Adam Zolot
SPONSORED BY SERPENTINE/SLOW CLUB

// Potrero Hill resident Adam Zolot was raised in the
restaurant business, which sparked his passion for all
things culinary. Zolot has eaten his way through more
than 50 countries, along the way developing a diverse palate and
strong opinions, which will be shared in monthly columns in the
View.

Taste of Potrero
2501 Mariposa Street San Francisco, CA 94110
415.241.9390 www.slowclub.com

I’m a Potrero Hill kind of guy. Actually, I live in Dogpatch, but I
identify with the Hill. It’s my kind of neighborhood; not fancy, charming
beyond words, great amenities, awesome City views, and hands-down
the best assemblage of people anywhere in San Francisco. I’m fortunate
to say that my community is centered not just on the Hill, but at one of
its two primary schools: Daniel Webster Elementary.
You may have heard Webster’s story; from the school’s near death experience to its rejuvenation
as a thriving, student-centric

MORE THAN 25 TOP

campus. Several years ago

EATERIES AND BARS

activist moms, and a few
dads, stepped up to save the
school — which was on the

SHOW THEIR SUPPORT
FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

district’s closure list — and
firmly plant their stakes in the neighborhood rather than be pushed out
2495 Third Street San Francisco, CA 94107
415.252.2000 www.serpentinesf.com

to the purgatory of the suburbs. They fought many battles to ensure that
our children could have a quality school to attend in our neighborhood.
I enrolled my son, Judah, at DW in 2010. At the first Parent-Teacher
Association meeting of the school year, it was clear that massive battles
remained to be fought. The funding situation was, and still is, abysmal.

Rickshaw
Bag of the month...

There isn’t enough money for basic supplies, teachers, physical education,
arts, computers and literacy professionals. The parents who fought to
save the school, now joined by a new cohort of families, stepped into
an ongoing crisis. Our only weapons: grant submissions and bake sales.
But throwing cupcakes into a hole the size of dozens of wedding cakes
wasn’t enough.
I approached PTA president Dena Fischer, who has become my hero
for her selfless accomplishments, dedication and grace. I asked her what
was to be done about the school’s financial situation.
“Who’s doing fundraising?” I questioned.
“You are,” she said, “What’s your name?”
Taste of Potrero was born out of the idea that the working professionals who comprise DW’s PTA can organize an event that transcends
a simple bake sale. We don’t want to raise hundreds of dollars; we
need to raise tens of thousands of dollars. In 2011, we called upon our
professional talents and the greater restaurant community to support
the school by organizing the best damn food event the City had seen.
And we did just that, raising $40,000. In 2012, that amount was more
than doubled, to over $90,000.
Taste of Potrero may be a misnomer. Originally we thought we could
build something with local restaurants, but soon found that it was a

FResh bags made daily
New SF Landmarks Series canvas grocery totes.
Printed, cut and sewn right here in SF.
Screen printing by City Screen & Graphics in Bayview.
Available at our Dogpatch Factory Store.

hard-sell for neighborhood businesses, which couldn’t justify the costs of
participating in the event. It turned out that Citywide, marquee eateries
wanted to participate. Taste for Potrero might now be a more apt name.
In 2011 we featured Flour + Water, Tacolicious, The Bon Vivants and
Piccino. Last year we added a street-food park and the talents of Ame,
Hog & Rocks and Comstock Saloon
This year the restaurants lined up to support the event is impressive, with more than 25 top eateries and bars showing their support
for public education. State Bird Provisions, Commonwealth, Smitten,
Trick Dog and American Bao Bar will be serving exclusive tastes to
VIP ticket holders ($200 inclusive of food and drink). General admission
tickets ($100 inclusive) include Wise Sons, Lolinda, Roli Roti, HiLo BBQ
serving tastes, with Beretta adding to the cocktail lineup.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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Civic Activist
Babette Drefke
Passes
B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

Hill resident and civic activist Babette Drefke passed away peacefully at
her home on March 9. Drefke was born
and raised in San Francisco. She moved
to Potrero Hill in the late-1940s. Drefke’s daughter, Wendy Drefke Shinbori
declined to say how old her mother was
when she died. She “never told anyone
her age,” said Shinbori.
Drefke purchased her Kansas
Street home before she married Mel
Drefke, whom she met at Fort Mason
while she was working as an electrician
during World War II. “She was small
enough to climb through the ships and
do electrical work,” Shinbori said.
The City forced Drefke to move her
home in the 1950s when it expanded
Patrick Henry Elementary School,
now Downtown High School. At one
point the house sat in the intersection
of Kansas and 19th streets. According
to Shinbori, her mother refused to give
up her home, telling the City where
she wanted it placed. Later, whenever
discussion that the school site might be
shuttered by the San Francisco Unified
School District arose, Drefke would
insist that if that happened she wanted
her property back.
According to Shinbori, her mother
loved the Hill for its sunny weather
and friendly neighborhood feel. Before

Christmas 2010 dinner. Photo courtesy Wendy Shinbori

she broke her hip falling from a ladder
while she was making repairs to her
19th and Kansas streets home, Drefke
would stroll the Hill, stopping often to
chat with her neighbors.
A proud Lowell High School graduate, Drefke earned a degree in physical
education and a teaching credential
from San Francisco State University.
She worked as a physical education
teacher after she graduated, and served
as a playground director at the Potrero
Hill Playground and Recreation Center, but stopped her professional career
after her children were born.

Drefke was a founding member
of the Potrero Beautification Group,
which planted trees on the Hill, and
held leadership positions with the
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association. She frequently appeared in
the View, in the form of letters to the
editor – which she would handwrite
and leave in the publisher’s Kansas
Street mailbox – and as part of stories about community issues. She was
profiled by reporter Lisa Koening
in “One Resident’s Commitment to
Her Community Endures,” which appeared in the February, 2011 paper.

A February 2010 shortcut noted that
Drefke helped create The Benches
mini-park, next to the 18th Street
pedestr ian br idge over H ighway
101. Drefke carved the sign for The
Benches, and laid “out the stone mosaic,” according to Koening’s article.
In addition, Drefke “prompted the
San Bruno Community Garden effort
with a 2008 proposal that appeared in
the San Francisco Chronicle.
According to Koening’s story, “one
of Drefke’s first neighborhood causes”
was raising funds to buy supplies for
students at Patrick Henry Elementary.
And she continued to raise funds after
her children graduated from the school.
Shinbori said her mother had a hand
in the design of Interstate-280, as well
as AT&T Park. And Drefke fought to
bring the 19 bus line to the Hill.
Drefke’s hobbies included sewing,
weaving, gardening and anything that
involved using her hands; “anything
crafty,” her daughter said. “She was a
good artist.” In addition, she enjoyed
lapidary, the art of cutting gems. “She
had a good life,” her daughter said.
“She did what she wanted to do.”
Drefke was preceded in death by
her husband and son, Cory, both who
passed away in 1979. Cory was one of
the View’s first photographers. She’s
survived by her daughter and three
grandchildren, Nicole, James and
Kristopher.
A celebration of her life will be
held Sunday, May 19, 4 to 7 p.m. at the
Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953
De Haro Street. “She didn’t want a service, she wanted a party,” her daughter
said. “All are welcome.”

Visit our new WEB SITE
and like us on Facebook
for a chance to win a
$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE
to any of our 150+
member businesses!
www.pdma-sf.org
Join us for our monthly general membership meeting
every second Tuesday 9:45-11:00 a.m. at Goat Hill Pizza
1459 18th Street #105 San Francisco 94107 415.779.4107

MEMORIAL DAY
MO N DAY, MAY 27
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 2-5, 18, 25
Film: Playground Film Festival
at Thick House

4

Join the annual spring fundraiser
for Friends of Potrero Hill at Flora
Grubb Gardens, featuring live music
by Jeremy Rourke and Alex Pinto and
the Jenny Kerr Band. Food and drink
will be provided from: Tartine Bakery,
Mr. and Mrs. Miscellaneous, Coriander Gourmet, Thai, Serpentine, Piccino, Ruby Wines, Magnolia Brewery,
Anchor Steam, any many others. The
silent auction will include art, travel,
and incredible offerings from Potrero
Hill businesses. Tickets and information: fophns.com/spring-fundraiser. 7
to 10 p.m. Flora Grubb Gardens, 1634
Jerrold Avenue.

May 2 through May 25
Art: underCurrents and the
Quest for Space

Come enjoy art by local artists, musical
entertainment and refreshments at the
opening reception. Featuring artists
who live, work, or study on Potrero
Hill, the show is San Francisco’s oldest
annual art show, and owes its longevity to a group of artists who painted
with, or under the tutelage of, the late
Charles Farr. Free. Reception Saturday, May 4, 6 to 9 p.m. Exhibition runs
May 4 through July 26. Potrero Branch
Library, 1616 20th Street. For more
information, call 355.2822

The Asian American Women Artists
Association and
A sia n Paci f ic
Isla nder C u ltural Center join
forces to present
the politically
charged, high
impact exhibition, underCurArtist Xiaojie Zheng
r e nt s & T he
Quest for Space.
Common stereotypes about Asian
Americans when left unchallenged,
can lead to misunderstandings, discrimination, and the continued invisibility of this group. Exploding these
myths and imagining the larger space
Asian Americans can inhabit in the
American psyche are the focus of this
multi-media, multi-disciplinary arts
exhibition. Several Potrero Hill residents participate in the show including:
Li Ma, Master of Fine Arts candidate at
SFAI, Mido Lee, a photographer from
Taiwan, and Xiaojie Zheng, from Wenzhou, China. Opening reception: May 2:
5 to 8 pm. Free. SOMArts, 934 Brannan
Street. Information: info@aawaa.net

May 4, 11 18

Heron Watch: Stow Lake in
Golden Gate Park
Come see the Great Blue Herons and
their chicks at Stow Lake in Golden
Gate Park. Interns and volunteers,
using spotting scopes, will show the
herons and chicks and explain their
behavior. The observation deck is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. FREE and open
to the public. $10 for nature walk from
10:30 a.m. to noon. Stow Lake, follow
sign at Boathouse to observation site.

Art Opening:
55th Annual Artists’ Exhibition
at Potrero Branch Library

8

Youth Poetry:
San Francisco School

The Eighth grade class from
The San Francisco School will celebrate
their poetry studies by reading a few
of their own! Inspired by contemporary
writers, such as Anne Sexton, these
young poets have some of the most
courageous voices of the City. Free 7
to 8:30 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 – 18th Street.

9

Culinary Fundraiser:
Taste of Potrero

Grab a spoon and support
education. Feast your palate on tastes
from 25 of the City’s most elite restaurants and bars, including American Bao
Bar, Beretta, Chile Pies & Ice Cream,
Chocolate Lab and Little Nib, Citizen’s
Band, Commonwealth, Comstock Saloon, Lolinda, State Bird Provisions,
Wise Sons and numerous others. There
will be unlimited food and drink while
it lasts. Taste of Potrero raises funds
for Daniel Webster Elementary School.
Tickets: $100. 7 to 10 p.m. SOMArts,
934 Brannan Street. Information and
tickets: tasteofpotrero.com.

10

Art: Mission Grafica
Printed Poems

Printmaker, painter and ceramic sculptor from Oaxaca, Mexico,
Calixto Robles creates work inspired
by myths, symbols, colors and ancient
traditions of meso-America. Join the
reception to celebrate his newest collection of work, which includes lithographs
by his daughter Cecile Robles-Blum.
Free. 6 to 9 p.m. Mission Cultural Center, Galeria Zapatista—Fourth Floor,
2868 Mission Street. Information: missionculturalcenter.org
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Fundraiser: Spring
Soiree for Friends of
Potrero Hill Preschool

The unique brainchild of PlayGround
and Dances with Light, the festival offers an incredible fusion of local theatre
and film communities. With subjects
that range from comedy to powerful
contemporary issues, the films are all
adapted from some of the best short
plays developed and produced by PlayGround over the last sixteen years.
Each film has been created with the full
collaboration of the original playwright
and is followed by a short documentary about the writer. Films by locals
include: Aegis by Jonathan Luskin,
Climax by Jeremy Solterbeck, and
Miss Finknagle Succumbs to Chaos by
Amy Harrison. Tickets: $10-25. Thick
House, 1695 18th Street. Information:
/playground-sf.org/filmfest

THE POTRERO VIEW

include how to get an interview, building your self esteem, finding out what
employers want to see in an employee,
having the right attitude, and interview
preparation with exercise and eating well.
For 25 years, presenter Mangala Meridian
has had a dual career as a legal secretary
and adult educator of vocational and job
search skills, including teaching adults
with disabilities. Free. 10 a.m.–12 noon.
Main Library, Lower Level 100 Larkin
Street. Information: 557.4277 sfpl.org

28
Mission Grafica

12

Mother’s Day
Free drinks for Moms!
Farley’s, 1315 – 18th Street.

Reception:
San Francisco Dump
Artists in Residence,
Benjamin Cowden, Ian Treasure,
and Hannah Quinn

17

This exhibition is the culmination of
four months of work by the artists,
who have scavenged materials from the
dump to make art and promote recycling and reuse. The Artist in Residence
Program at Recology San Francisco is
a one-of-a-kind program established in
1990 to encourage the conservation of
natural resources and instill a greater
appreciation for the environment and
art in children and adults. Free. May
17: 5 to 9 p.m. May 18: 1 to 3 p.m. Art
Studio at 503 Tunnel Avenue.

20

Film: French Film,
Wine & Conversation
| Polk Gulch

To help non-French speakers discover
French cinema, The Alliance Française
of San Francisco is offering a weekly
Tuesday night class centered around a
French film and conversation. The class
takes place in a cozy theater with wine,
refreshments and popcorn for a $5 donation at the door. Don’t know French?
Don’t worry, all films are screened with
English subtitles, and include a brief
talk and discussion about the film. $5.
6:45 p.m. Door, Film at 7 p.m. Alliance
Francaise, 1345 Bush Street. Information: alliance-francaise-sf.weebly.com/

30

Live music:
Captain Casual

Captain Casual plays American music from the Brill Building to
the backwoods. Free. 8 p.m. Farley’s,
1315 – 18th Street.

Through June 2

Lit Slam: Page Meets
Stage Poetry

The Lit Slam is a monthly, live
performance-based poetry anthology
that tries to find find the best art at the
intersection of page and stage, mixing
local and national touring poets. Every
third Monday, editors are chosen at random from the audience before each show,
and those editors decide which poets and
poems will appear in Tandem, the annual publication created over the course
of the season. $10. 8 p.m. Viracocha, 998
Valencia Street. Information: facebook.
com/TheLitSlam

22

Live Music:
Soul Delights

25

Workshop:
How to Interview
with Confidence

The Soul Delights always
draw a crowd at Farley’s. Come on in
and enjoy the tunes. Free. 7:30 p.m.
Farley’s, 1315 – 18th Street.

This class focuses on how to interview
with confidence in order to get the job you
really want. First step you need to know
is what you want and what you have to
offer. Then you need to be able to express
that understanding in an interview, which
requires practice and feedback. Topics will

“Los Angeles, 1980” by Garry Winogrand

Photography: Garry Winogrand’s
Work at SFMOMA
The first retrospective in 25 years of work
by artist Garry Winogrand (1928–1984)—
the renowned photographer of New York
City and of American life from the 1950s
through the early 1980s. The more than 300
photographs in the exhibition and more
than 400 in the accompanying catalogue
create a vivid portrait of the artist. Winogrand was enormously prolific, but largely
postponed the editing and printing of his
work. Dying suddenly at the age of 56, he
left behind approximately 6,500 rolls of
film (some 250,000 images) that he’d never
seen, as well as proof sheets from his earlier
years that he’d marked but never printed.
Roughly half of the photographs in the exhibition have never before been exhibited or
published; more than 100 have never before
been printed. Admission: Adults: $18; seniors: $13; students: $11; Open daily (except
Wednesdays): 11 a.m. to 5:45 p.m.; open late
Thursdays, until 8:45 p.m. San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art, 151 Third Street.
Information: www.sfmoma.org

FIND US ONLINE — potreroview.net
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For sale: 100 years of Hill History
View of Alan Rath: Irrational Exuberance, Hosfelt Gallery. Photo: David Stroud, Hosfelt Gallery.

Hosfelt Gallery, a Place
for Smart Artists
the scene, which is displayed using
Visitors that step into the Hosfelt 1,000 LEDs; a computer screen uses
Gallery at 260 Utah Street are greeted more than one million LEDs. In his
by a feather-fluttering automaton. The work, Campbell likes to show how little
machine, which includes organic com- information we need as human beings
ponents, and others like it are part to understand an idea.
Dianne Dec and Nicole Lampl staff
of the gallery’s current exhibition of
the
Hosfelt
Gallery, which shows consculpture by Alan Rath, a Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) temporary paintings, photographs and
electrical engineering graduate. Rath’s sculpture. Dec has been Hosfelt’s busiwork is included in collections at the ness partner for 15 years; Lampl, who
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art studied art history at the University of
(SFMOMA), and the Whitney Museum California, Berkeley, has been with the
of American Art in New York. His gallery for almost a year. The gallery
originally opened in 1996
work will be displayed at
on Federal Street, between
the Hosfelt Gallery until
“Alan Rath
Bryant and Brannon, before
May 18.
[is] a pioneer
spending 12 years on Clem“He is one of a handin technology
entina Street. It moved to
ful of artists in the entire
artworks.”
Utah Street last fall after
world who was a pioneer in
TODD HOSFELT
developers bought the Cletechnology artworks,” said
mentina Street location to
gallery owner Todd Hosfelt.
build condominiums. The
According to Hosfelt, there
Utah
Street
gallery is located in the
are five or ten pioneers in the field; the
two most important are Bay Area art- Forderer Cornice Works Building. Acists Rath and Jim Campbell. Campbell, cording to Hosfelt, the building was
a Potrero Hill resident, has degrees built by the grandfather of the family
in mathematics and engineering from that owns it. “The second I saw the
light in this space I was sold,” he said.
MIT.
Hosfelt shows art from all over
Rath has been sculpting for the past
the
world, including recently from
25 years. His work has included robotPakistan,
India, Argentina, Uruguay,
ics; incorporating feathers, both ostrich
and pheasant, is new. Rath made the Europe and the United States. Shows
circuit boards for his robots, program- change every six weeks. Because of
ming the artwork so that it recreates its the gallery’s size – 8,900 square feet
“choreography all the time.” Accord- – the next show will feature two arting to Hosfelt, Rath’s experience over ists. Calcutta born Rina Banerjee will
the past 20 years led to the exhibition, exhibit a bright pink Taj Majal repwhich took more than a year to create. lica, containing seashells, porcupine
Rath feels strongly about keep- quills, and other items. Banerjee has
ing his sculptures plugged in round a degree in polymer engineering from
the clock. The sculptures are sensitive Case Western Reserve University and
to motion and heat; they move when a Master of Fine Arts degree from the
someone or something is in the room. Yale University School of Art.
Filipino-American and Stanford
Rath wanted the sculptures to be autonomous; to “have their own life.” The University graduate, Lordy Rodriguez,
sculptures are “excited to see you, like will bring big, brightly-colored drawings to the gallery, based on maps
a puppy,” Hosfelt said.
Campbell’s work uses light-emit- Rodriguez hopes will help people find
ting diodes, or LEDs, to produce low their existential and philosophical
resolution images. Last year SFMOMA place in the world. “It’s really beautiful
commissioned a work from Campbell fun work,” Hosfelt said. According to
for the museum’s atrium. The Hosfelt Hosfelt, there’s more to the work than
Gallery includes a Campbell piece that being pretty, with intelligence a theme
consists of a digital image of a street that runs among the artists who exhibit
scene. Cars and a bus move through at the gallery.

B Y K E I T H BU R BA N K

TAKE OUT A CLASSIFIED AD IN THE VIEW
email: production@potreroview.net

312 Connecticut Street, a couple doors south of Goat
Hill Pizza, opened for business in 1913 as the Alta
nickelodeon, showing silent films. Locals called it “the
Nick.” It was renamed The New Potrero Theater in
1929, when it adopted the latest technology: movies
with sound. In the 1960s the building served briefly
as a rehearsal studio for the Grateful Dead, and
became the Lighthouse Church of God in Christ in
the 1970s. For the last 22 years it’s been home to the
San Francisco Gurdjieff Society, extensively remodeled by president Terry Lindahl,
including the addition of black columns to its facade. Today, this unique piece of
Potrero Hill history is for sale through Pacific Union International, with an asking
price of $3,450,000. The Gurdjieff Society is searching for an offer that would
allow them to continue to occupy the building. So far, all inquiries and offers have
been about using, not demolishing, the old brick building. Let’s hope Potrero Hill’s
one and only movie theater will continue to serve the community for another 100
years. Photo by Peter Linenthal. Peter Linenthal, Potrero Hill Archives project

New Cockettes revival sparkles!
Dalton
Goulette

Abhimanyu
Kaiyalin

Zelda
Koznofski

BY PETER LINENTHAL

Tinsel Tarts in a Hot Coma continues a vibrant San Francisco tradition at the Hypnodrome Theater at
the foot of Potrero Hill, where Cockette musical revivals by Thrillpeddlers have played to sold-out houses
since 2009. The original Cockettes
performed at the Palace Theater in
North Beach from 1969 until 1972.
They had a loyal local following, and
a legacy that includes glam rockers, John Waters and Beach Blanket
Babylon.
Tinsel Tarts re-imagines the
show the Cockettes took to New
York in 1971. Audiences there were
not impressed. The lack of slickness
– and rehearsals – which the Cockettes prided themselves on looked
lame to New Yorkers. Gore Vidal
famously quipped “Having no talent
is not enough.”
There’s talent galore in Hypnodrome’s new version, which adds 18
elaborately staged new show tunes,
threatening to burst the limits of the
small stage. Witty songs include “I’m
Stuck to My Sister and I’m Stuck on
You,” sung by Siamese twins, “When
Petals Fall in Petaluma,” sung by
Groucho Marx and Auntie Social
and the crowd-pleasing “ Boys of the
Chorus.” The art-deco costumes and
makeup are wacky and imaginative.
The energy of 1930s musicals meshes
perfectly with the psychedelic optimism of San Francisco in the 1970s.
The show also reunites three original Cockettes; composer Scrumbly

Scrumbly
Kodewyn

Diego
Gomez

Koldewyn, the transfixing Rumi
Missabu, and “Sweet Pam” Tent,
author of Midnight at the Palace:
My Life as a Fabulous Cockette.
Tinsel Tarts’ tangled story follows the lives of ‘a temperamental
actress and her ingénue as they
travel from Hollywood to Broadway,
then back again in search of stardom
and artistic relevance.’ Genders are
confused – men play women; women
play men – but the performers give
it everything they’ve got. The wide
range of singing, dancing and acting
skills, from astonishing to heartfelt, another Cockette trademark,
emphasizes the uniqueness of each
performer, and each of us. Tinsel
Tarts is a blast-from-the-past which
enthusiastically embodies the possibilities and power of transformation. Comic and cosmic, full of sex
and nudity, the show is extremely
entertaining, but not for kids
The tiny theater itself is a cleverly transformed warehouse space
behind an antique store, the perfect
place to experience the Cockette
aesthetic: T ra n sfor m You r sel f,
T ransfor m the World, and Use
Lots of Glitter! Reservations are
recommended; the theater seats only
40. Shows are March 28 to June 1,
Thursday to Saturday, 8 p.m. at
The Hypnodrome Theater, 575 10th
Street between Bryant and Division.
Photos by Danny Nicolet ta
/ w w w.d anny ni c ol e t t t a .c o m .
Tickets: brownpapertickets.com
o r 8 0 0. 838 . 30 0 6 . Info r m at i o n :
thrillpeddlers.com.
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POTRERO BRANCH 1616 20th STREET 355.2822
Tuesday 10 am - 8 pm, Wednesday 12 noon - 8 pm
Thursday 10 am - 6 pm, Friday 1 pm - 6 pm
Saturday and Sunday 1 pm - 6 pm
Monday CLOSED

B Y LY N N E BA R N E S , P OT R E R O B R A N C H L I B R A R I A N

May
Programs for Adults

Please join us for the opening reception of the 55th Annual Potrero Hill Artists’
Exhibition, with snacks and the jazz duo, Six Roses. This is the oldest, continuous
art show in San Francisco! Enjoy an evening of art, music, and good food, celebrating
the creative spirit of the Potrero Community! Art will display from May 4th through
July 26th. Opening reception May 4, 6-9 p.m.

eBook and eAudiobook Help Sessions Bring your Kindle, Nook, iPad or other
eReader device and learn how to download books and other materials from the Library
website for free! For adults, 18 +. Wednesdays, May 1, 15, 22, and 29, at 6:30 p.m.

Film Screening, Academy Award Best Picture, 2012: Argo When militants seize
control of the United States embassy in Tehran during the height of the Iranian
Revolution, Central Intelligence Agency agent Tony Mendez creates a fake Hollywood
film production in order to rescue a group of American diplomats who have sought
refuge at the home of a Canadian ambassador. Inspired by actual events. Rated R;
120 minutes. May 12, 2-4 p.m.

Genealogy and Family History Research Learn how to conduct online genealogy
search and find people using U.S. census data, vital records, directories, photos and
genealogical records. You’ll learn how to access and use the Library’s Ancestry and
Heritage Quest Genealogy Search. This class is ideal for students, amateur genealogists, and researchers. Instructor: Richard Le. May 19, 3-4:30 p.m.

Film Screening: Paranorman When a small town comes under siege by zombies,
who can it call? Only misunderstood local boy Norman, who is able to speak with
the dead. In addition to the zombies, he’ll have to take on ghosts, witches and, worst
of all, grown-ups to save his town from a centuries-old curse. But this young ghoul
whisperer may find his paranormal activities pushed to their otherworldly limits.
PG, Family Comedy, 92 minutes. May 25, 4-5:30 p.m.

Programs for Teens

Game On! Come play PS3 games on our big screen in the Potrero meeting room! We
have a selection, but you can bring your own T or E rated games to share. Challenge
your friends to determine who is the ultimate gamer! Snacks!!! Ages 10-18 welcome.
For more info, contact Lisa at lfagundes@sfpl.org or 355.3822. Tuesdays, May 7, 14,
21, and 28, 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Programs for Children

Baby Rhyme and PlayTime. For infants up to eighteen months old and their
caregiver. Tuesdays, May 7, 14, 21, and 28, 1:15-1:45 p.m.

Family Storytime. Featuring stories, songs and rhymes. For children from birth
to five years old and their caregiver. Thursdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, 10:30-11
a.m. and 11:15-11:45 a.m.

Fun Flicks. This film program is offered every Second Wednesday of the month,
and includes short films based on children’s books and stories. May’s films will be
“Angus and the Ducks,” “Anansi and the Moss Covered Rock,” Arnie the Donut,”
and “At Home with Mrs. Hen.” For children ages three to eight. May 8, 6:30-7:15 p.m.
Homework Help Volunteer will be available to help students Kindergarten to sixth
grade with homework. May 7, 14, 21, and 28, 4-6 p.m.

Need New Flooring?
Call View Contributor, Paul McDonald
415-640-2015
Your Neighborhood
Flooring Consultant for
CarPet, harDwooD, laMiNate, viNyl,
tile, wiNDow treatMeNtS

• iN-hoM e CoNSu ltat i oN

• Next D ay iN Stallat ioN

• FiNa NCi NG • war ehouSe P r iC iN G
AD PROVIDED COMP LIMENTS OF T HE VIEW

Library sponsored Community Partnerships

San Francisco Seed Library at the Potrero Branch Library In partnership with
the San Francisco Seed Library, the Potrero Branch Library has seeds available for
“checkout.” Located on the first floor beneath the staircase.

California Clean Money Campaign We’re a nonprofit, non-partisan organization
whose mission is to pursue statewide support for public funding of election campaigns.
We meet every third Saturday. Join us on May 18, 1-3 p.m.
The Potrero Hill Book Club meets at the library every third Wednesday evening of
the month. May’s selection is The Glass Room by Simon Mawer. Join the discussion
on Wednesday, May 15, 7-8:30 p.m.

Creative Writing Workshop Join writer, filmmaker, journalist Shevi Rosenfeld
Loewinger for a free class to help you write your own stories, develop your characters,
and find your own unique voice in a supportive and creative environment. Thursdays,
May 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Please contact Shevi for more information:
sheviros@gmail.com or 602.7961.

24

THE POTRERO VIEW

CRIME

May 2013

& SAFETY REPORT
S P O N S O R E D B Y MAINLINE SECURITY

BY AMBER HAWKINS

City Attorney and Dogpatch resident Dennis Herrera launched a new
smartphone app last month that enables users to easily post safety-related
news, and track progress towards resolution of community problems. UP2, a
free app available for iOS, Android, Windows, and Blackberry phones, invites
individuals to post their concerns about neighborhood issues, which then can
be monitored to see if action has been taken to resolve them.
“UP2 is an easy way for San Francisco residents to report and track
non-emergency code enforcement issues to the office of the City Attorney,”
states the app’s website. “Residents can be proactive by using the app to
collaborate with the City Attorney’s office in improving their neighborhoods.
These complaints are broken down into categories, including Substandard
Housing and Building Code Violations, Fire Hazards, Criminal Activity,
Health Code Violations, Land Use Issues, and Public Works Violations. These
categories cover anything from reporting illegal dumping to broken health
codes within restaurants.”
The app enables users to post a photograph and mark the GPS location
of the image, providing a more transparent identification of a problem than
a verbal description over the phone to the City Attorney’s office. The City
Attorney’s office then alerts the appropriate municipal departments of the
issue. The status of individual posts within UP2 is tracked; anyone viewing
the app can see how a complaint has progressed toward resolution. The stages
include: opened, acknowledged, closed, and archived. Users can “vote” on
complaints to rank their significance and the desire for them to be resolved.
To date the top reported issues in Potrero Hill include illegal dumping,
unpermitted businesses, and other nuisances. For example, users have reported
an illegal automobile repair facility on Wisconsin Street, illegal dumping on
Mariposa Street, a fallen tree on Illinois Street, and requests for speed humps
on Kansas Street. “I found UP2Code to be an astonishingly easy to use app
that with wider use and popularity could easily aid in positive gentrification
of our neighborhood,” said Hill resident R. Hopewell.

ST. TERESA
OF AVILA
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

SERVED BY THE CARMELITES
19TH STREET
AT CONNECTICUT

SPECIAL EVENT
Sing-A-Long Sound of Music

And Historical Potrero Hill Short Film
Costume Contest
Dinner & Movies
$10 Adult $5.00 Children
Saturday, May 18th, 5:00pm

Parish Hall (enter on Connecticut)
MASS SCHEDULE: Tuesday & Friday:

8:30am
Saturday Vigil 4:15pm
Sunday: 8:30 & 10:00am

PARISH OFFICE (MAILING ADDRESS)

390 Missouri St, San Francisco, CA 94107

Urgent Care
here in Potrero Hill

Phone: 415.285.5272
Email: info@stteresasf.org

StTeresaSF.org

urgen Care Cen er wi co
le e er ice
or nonli e- rea ening illne or in ur
Conne ti ut treet bet een

th

415-621-5055 / www.concentra.com

th

Monday through Friday, 7 am to 7 pm
Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm
e

w

w

i

i

i

ee

**Most insurance accepted or use our reasonable self pay service.**
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GBD Community Workshop

Bayview Police Station caPtain’S community meeting is held
on the first Tuesday of each month at the Bayview Station, 201 Williams
Avenue. Next meeting: May 7, 6 p.m.
DogPatch neighBorhooD aSSociation usually meets the second
week of each odd-numbered month. Next meeting: Monday, May 6. Voting
membership is open to anyone living in or owning property or a business
in Dogpatch. For more information or to join/pay online: mydogpatch.org
mcKinley Square community aSSociation is a communication and
discussion group regarding events and activities, clean up days, improvement
and beautification, and other concerns, such as crime in the neighborhood.
MSCA board meets approximately quarterly on the second Wednesday of the
month. Look to the online discussion group for postings of upcoming meetings. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/McKinleySquareCommunity. Locations
vary between the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House and Downtown High
School. For updates, including sustainable gardening and park workdays,
and our grant progress, check out the MSCA blog at: mckinleysquareblog.
blogspot.com.
Potrero BooSterS neighBorhooD aSSociation meets the last
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. (social time begins at 6:45 p.m.) in the
wheelchair-accessible Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro
Street. For more information: www.potreroboosters.org or email president@
potreroboosters.org. Next meeting: May 28, 7 p.m.
Potrero DogPatch merchant’S aSSociation meets the second
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. at Goat Hill Pizza, corner of Connecticut
and 18th streets. Visit www.potrerohill.biz or call 341.8949. Next meeting:
May 7, 10 a.m.
Potrero hill Democratic cluB Potrero Hill Democratic Club meets
the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Potrero Hill Neighborhood
House, 953 De Haro Street. For more information: 309.1574, PHDemClub.
org. Next meeting: May 7, 6:45 pm.
Potrero hill garDen cluB usually meets the last Sunday of the month
at 11 a.m. for a potluck lunch in a local home or garden. Discussions are
held on organic, edible, or ornamental gardening appropriate for Potrero
Hill’s microclimate. Call 648.1926 for details.
Starr King oPen SPace The Starr King Open Space (SKOS) Annual
Meeting & Election is on Tuesday, May 21, 6:30pm at Starr King Elementary School cafeteria please enter via Wisconsin Gate. May 4 is our Spring
Wildflowers & Mimosa Fundraiser at 10:30am, at 23rd and Carolina Streets
— SKOS sign. For more information:www.starrkingopenspace.org; email the
Board of Directors at starrkingboard@gmail.com; voice mail 415-633-6756.

Community members met
last month to discuss the
creation of a Green Benefits
District, in which Potrero
Hill property owners would
agree to pay a parcel tax,
the proceeds of which
would be dedicated to local
parks and open spaces.
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HOROSCOPES
B Y Y VO N N E W A L K E R

May is the time of Taurus the
bull, ruled by Venus, an Earth sign.
Taurus’ are steady, love comfort,
are slow to warm to people, and
then, once they bond, loyal for
a lifetime. They’re offended by
vulgarity, love manners and are
deeply sensuous; taste, touch and
smell are important to them: three
hundred-plus thread count sheets,
fine wine in delicate glasses, scented candles, cozy lounging by the
fireplace, comfortable but pretty
clothing, and soft music. Taurus
adds to the mood of sensuousness
wherever they go. It’s a time for
pleasure, conformity, abundance
and loyalty; it’s spring.
On May 10 there’ll be a solar
eclipse. It takes from three to six
months to feel the impact of an
eclipse, but be prepared for its energy. This eclipse in Taurus affects
the earth and water signs – Taurus,
Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio, Capricorn
and Pisces – very favorably. If you’ve
been feeling powerless or hopeless,
that’ll now change. It’s a new beginning; energy will be restored. It’s
a great time to start a solid health
regimen. The air and fire signs – Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius,
and Aquarius – are at odds with this
eclipse. Leo’s, Libra’s and Aquarius
will need to resolve their problems,
which will come to a head.

Aries: Values and resources will be
tested. It’s time to let go of unrewarding jobs, wasted efforts and
pouring good money after bad.
Release and be free, despite any
losses.
Taurus: You’ll have more energy, with
opportunities for a new start and
to clear up any depression which
may have been brewing.
Gemini: Time to grow as a spiritual
being. Meditate, pray, rejoin a religion or find a new one, read uplifting books. Nurture your inner self.

Cancer: You know that the status
quo isn’t working; the time for
procrastination is over. Use new
found energy to make the changes
you know you should be making.
Leo: Been thinking about quitting
that dead end job and starting your
own business? Do it.
Virgo: Organized Virgos have all
of their ducks in a row, ready to
launch, when something comes
along to stop those plans and
make you turn left or right towards
something else.
Libra: Let go of that relationship. Being with someone who isn’t good for
you is not better than being alone!
Scorpio: That relationship will be
revitalized and can move forward
with gusto, whether personal or
professional.
Sagittarius: Let go of old patterns.
You’re not going to change or fix
them. Time for a new attitude, and
new vistas.
Capricorn: Step out of your comfort
zone, and be creative. This will give
you the answers, inspiration and
change you seek.
Aquarius: Fix those family and home
issues now, so you have a solid
foundation from which to work.
Opportunities will be lost if you’re
not ready for them.
Pisces: Give up some of those ideas
and focus on one or two and you’ll
find solid results. Avoid arguments
with difficult people. You can’t win
right now. The times we live in are
changing, and will continue to do
so for several years. The world is in
major turmoil; the ending of the old
to make way for the new. Focus on
the world you want, the person you
want to be and the coming together
of community. Think of it as phoenix’s rising from the ashes to a new,
better you and world. Be flexible;
adapt and embrace the changes.
The View is offering this column,
from Noe Valley resident Yvonne
Walker, on an experimental basis.
Please let us know what you think:
editor@potreroview.net

CLASSIFIED ADS
Art and Music

Rentals

FLUTE LESSONS IN POTRERO HILL
May lessons 20% off for View readers!
Flute lessons available for all ages. Suzuki and traditional method, all styles
of music. flutely.com, jenny.m.hanson@
gmail.com

SPACIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL Furnished
guest garden apartment. Private. 1/2 blk.
to restaurants. Non-smoking. 2 people.
415-861-3208.

home services
CARPENTRY & PAINTING also: plumbing, seismic/structural work, stucco, roof
repairs & gutter cleaning, tree trimming.
www.FarWestConstr.com Jim Kennedy,
415-276-1990 Ca. Lic. 751689
TOM’S PLUMBING Tom’s been satisfying Potrero Hill customers for over
30 years.All plumbing needs handled
promptly and efficiently at a very low
cost. Keep it local and call Tom Keats!
415-824-3538

Housekeeping
CLEANING PROFESSIONAL 26 years
Experience. Apartments, homes or offices.
Roger Miller 415-794-4411 References
DO YOU NEED HOUSECLEANING? WE
WILL DO IT. JUST CALL SARA AND
MARCO 415-310-8838

Photography
FREE PORTRAITS BY PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED HOBBYIST I am a retired professional who now does portrait
photography as my hobby/passion. I have
a studio on Potrero Hill with top quality equipment where I do free portraits &
prints for families or individuals. There
is no catch, professional quality for free,
and fun for all. Contact me at alcastino@
mac.com and I will send a link to sample
photos.

VACATION RETREAT FOR POTRERO
HILLIANS Sonoma Wine Country home;
8 miles to St. Helena; Comfortable, cozy;
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, sleeps 6 (max). Fireplace with wood. Sunny decks, all year
stream. 30 acres of gardens, meadow, redwood, fir, madrone, oak. Dogs OK. See:
spot02.googlepages.com 415-647-3052. 2
nites = $600 then $200/nite. 7th nite free.
CHARMING GARDEN APARTMENT One
BR, 2-night minimum. Fireplace, patio,
deck, French doors. 415-641-4488.
INVESTOR LOOKING TO BUY MULTIUNIT BUILDING I would like to purchase
your multiunit or provide you with steady
income from your initial investment. Contact Albert @ 415-272-5129 or dynamicsf@
gmail.com
FAMILY LOOKING FOR A HOME We
are a local Potrero Hill / Dogpatch family looking for 3 bedroom House or Flat
to rent or rent to own. We have two young
kids and have simply outgrown our current location. Solid Income and rental history. Please email: Kurtag@gmailcom or
call 415-640-8779 with any opportunities.

Technology services
COMPUTER PROBLEMS DRIVING YOU
BUGGY? Problems fixed! 25 years of industry experience. Personal IT consulting to small businesses or busy professionals. We can install and/or help shop
for computer/network/printer or setup/
troubleshoot wireless networks. If you’re
not technical, don’t worry-we are. Rob
415.244.3305 rob@sfcomputech.com.

LACE A CLASSIFIED AD
DA E
S
A
LI E
Visit www.potreroview.net & follow
the instructions for placing your ad.
C S
$25 for up to 200 characters including
spaces. Recieve an additional 20%
discount provided for ads paid for
six months in advance!

THE VIEW IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER COPY EDITORS + FREELANCE WRITERS

AIL
CALL I
AD
View Wants Ads
2325 Third Street, Suite 344
San Francisco, CA 94107
415.626.8723 / office@potreroview.net
* Payments and/or text changes must be
received by the 18th of each month for ad
to appear in the following month's issue.

email: editor@potreroview.net
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Big Wheel Race
2013

PHOTOS BY D ON NOLTE

giggling lotus yoga
The Oldest Annual Art Show
in San Francisco!
The Potrero Branch
Library will host
The 55th Annual Potrero Hill
Artists’ Exhibition
Saturday, May 4 through
Friday, July 26, 2013.
Come enjoy local community art, musical entertainment,
and refreshments at our opening reception from 6-9 p.m.,
at the Potrero Branch Library, 1616 20th Street.

Opening May 4th, 6 — 9 p.m.

vinyasa | power | YIN | restorative | alignment labs
2325 3rd st | 318 | dogpatch | www.gigglinglotus.com

Do you like Texas Bar-B-Que ,
Dancing to a live Blues band
and great Libations ?

Save the Date
June 15, 2013 • 6–10pm
then

P o t r e r o H i l l N e i g h b o r h o o d H o u s e’s

Annual BB&B
AD PROVIDED COMP LIMENTS OF THE VIEW
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