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District 10 Supervisor Malia Cohen 
Has Formidable Campaign Coffers

The planned location for a marijuana nursery on 

Indiana and 25th streets. PHOTOGRAPH BY DON NOLTE

Five candidates have filed to run 
for supervisor against District 10 
incumbent Malia Cohen this Novem-
ber. The would-be politicians — Tony 
Kelly, Shawn Richard, Ed Donaldson, 
Diane Wesley Smith and DeBray 
Carpenter — have begun, to varying 
degrees, preparing campaign strate-
gies, solidifying their support and fun-
draising. But the clear advantage goes 
to Cohen, whose re-election effort is 
well underway and financially strong, 
with slightly more than $125,000 in 
campaign contributions collected in 
2013, according to reports filed with 
the San Francisco Ethics Commission. 
In the 2010 election, Cohen raised less 
than $120, 000 in private donations, 
with 86 percent of the money coming 
from outside the district, according to 
a study by San Franciscans for Clean 
Government.

Cohen’s donor base is dominated 
by realtors, developers, property 
managers and architects. Some are 
active in the district’s property mar-
ket, including contributors who work 
for AE3 Partners, Polaris Pacific 
and Emerald Fund. Individuals with 
obvious ties to development and real 
estate interests account for upwards 
of $20,000 of Cohen’s re-election cam-
paign coffers. Cohen has also received 
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contributions from the Bay Area Labor 
Party, California Nurses Association, 
San Francisco Firefighters, bankers, 
City staff and a handful of Yellow Cab 
employees, which is located on Missis-
sippi Street. 

“She is one of the few votes we 
have on the board we can count on,” 
said Eric Andresen, owner of West 
Coast Properties, referring to property 
owners. He added that Cohen spends a 
lot of time considering an issue before 
making a decision. “She thinks like an 
adult instead of like a child, which is 
how most of the board thinks. A lot of 
them have knee-jerk reactions. Malia 
doesn’t.” If Cohen is re-elected, Andre-
sen, who donated the $500 maximum 
to her campaign, would “like to see her 
keep her moderate stand and continue 
to be thoughtful and reasonable.” He 
hopes that she ultimately runs for the 
State Senate or Assembly.

While Cohen works to retain her 
seat in November, throwing fundrais-
ers and securing endorsements, she 
refused, once again, to talk about the 
election with the View. Cohen said 
she’d only grant an interview if the 
paper agreed to publish it sometime 
in the summer, closer to the elec-
tion. She said it wasn’t strategically 
advantageous for her to talk about the 
campaign seven months before voters 
will select a candidate, adding that she 

didn’t want to confuse her constituents 
that she was running in the June elec-
tion, which features just two ballot 
measures and the primary between 
supervisors David Campos and David 
Chiu for State Assembly.

The supervisor’s strategy of avoid-
ing speaking to what amounts to her 
hometown newspaper could be em-
blematic of Cohen favoring a personal 
political agenda over a community 
one. Neighborhood activists and rival 
candidates claim that Cohen has been a 
no-show for District 10, accomplishing 
little meaningful work that addresses 
the issues confronting the district re-
lated to public health, the environment, 
affordable housing, rapid development, 

District 10 Supervisor Malia Cohen addressing a 

crowd at a fundraiser at Piccino for a Dogpatch 

playground last month. PHOTOGRAPH BY DON NOLTE

Bradley Vaccaro signs up last-minute clients for 

health insurance before the open enrollment period 

ended on this month. PHOTOGRAPH BY MORGANE BYLOOS.

Community reaction to a planned 
marijuana nursery at Indiana and 
25th streets is mixed, though resi-
dents may be largely unaware that 
a commercial grow house may be 
developed nearby. 

“We have received some feed-
back on the proposal,” said Andrea 
Bruss, from District 10 Supervisor 
Malia Cohen’s office. “We have only 
received one email from a constitu-
ent who is opposed. We have heard 
from a few neighbors in the area 
that are supportive. We have also 
referred the project sponsor to DNA 
[Dogpatch Neighborhood Associa-

BY MORGANE BYLOOS

Affordable 
Care Act 
Unaffordable 
to Some San 
Franciscans

tion] to present as well.”
“I’m not familiar with any pro-

posal for a marijuana nursery at Indi-
ana and 25th, and if the surrounding 
neighborhood is just as unaware as 
I am, then I consider that to be a 
problem,” said Tony Kelly, who is 
running against Cohen for supervisor. 
“I don’t have any particular opinion 

This month marked the deadline 
to secure health insurance under 
the Affordable Care Act, with many 
low-income families gaining access 
to health care insurance for the first 
time. But despite its name, the national 
mandate is coming at a high cost to 
some San Franciscans, who make more 
than the maximum allowable yearly 
income, and as a result don’t qualify 
for subsidies and tax credits.

Before the Affordable Care Act 
went into effect, an individual plan 
cost $196 a month on average in Cali-
fornia. That same health coverage plan 
now costs $331, according to a report 
by eHealth, a Mountain View-based 
company that’s the nation’s largest 
online heath broker.

Under the Act there are four ways 
for people to get insured: from their 
employer; through a government 
agency that caters to low-income 
individuals and families, such as 
Medi-Cal, which expanded access as a 
result of Obamacare; through Covered 
California, the newly created health 
care pool; or by buying directly from 
an insurance company or through a 
broker.

Bradley Vaccaro, president of 
Dogpatch-based Allpointe Insurance 

of a marijuana nursery, any more 
than a distillery or a greenhouse, 
or a brew pub or a liquor store or 
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Volunteer Contributors at the View

CHERYL SHANKS  lives in Dogpatch 
and has a new interest in photography. 
She was a Head Start teacher for 
nearly a decade. Now she spends her 
time doing yoga at Giggling Lotus 
and photographing local pets. In this 
issue, she photographed Potrero Hill 
Mini Park.

FUZZ GRANT  hails from Australia 
but has lost her heart to San Francisco. 
She creates handmade illustrations for 
clients worldwide using cut paper, and 
is often found in her studio at 1890 
Bryant Street amidst a flurry of paper. 
In this issue she illustrated Drought 
and The Lamb.  Visit fuzzillustration.
com to see more.
 

Drought
B Y  S T E V E N  J .  M O S S

PUBLISHER’S VIEW
“My father told me that if this 

well ever runs dry, we’ll be 
in a crisis,” said the farmer. “Well, last 
month it went dry.”

I was sitting in the office of a 

fourth-generation Tulare County 

dairy farmer. Behind him hung a 

painting of a family holding baskets, 

strolling across a yard that featured a 

classic barn in the background with a 

1930s automobile parked in front of it. 

It was an image of what the operation 

looked like a century ago. The whiff of 

manure was in the air, emanating from 

the milking facility next door.

“If you don’t mind me saying, you 

seem pretty calm for a man in a crisis,” 

I said.

The farmer looked at me, his eyes 

watery. “I may seem calm, but inside 

I’m anything but,” he replied. His 

shoulders sagged, as if the weight of 

generations of his family had climbed 

on top of him. I felt bad for asking such 

a pointed question. What was at stake 

wasn’t just the present, but a long past 

and the responsibility to safeguard a 

hoped-for future.

 

Despite the March rains, Califor-

nia remains very much in a drought. 

If water-scarce conditions continue, 

a similar situation, in Australia, may 

point to things to come. Between 2002 

and 2012 that continent experienced 

a severe lack of precipitation, termed 

the “Big Dry.” By 2007 — five years 

in — the situation had become so dire 

that then Prime Minister John Howard 

appealed to higher powers. “We should 

all pray for rain,” he said. Sixty-five percent of all viable land in Australia was 

in drought. Major water storage reservoirs were at just 25 percent of capacity. 

The drought devastated Australia’s agricultural sector. Nationwide, the 

value of farm output fell by 30 percent in 2002. In 2007, production of major 

winter crops—wheat, barley, and canola—was off by 63 percent. Rice production 

evaporated. Prior to the drought, Australia was a major rice exporter, produc-

ing 1.74 million metric tons in 2001. By 2008, rice production had fallen to 0.19 

million metric tons, a 90 percent decline. 

By the early years of the drought gross regional product in the most impacted 

areas had fallen by as much as 21 percent. Employment was estimated to have 

declined by more than five percent in 

some agricultural areas.

In 2007 it was announced that no 

irrigation water would be provided 

to the Murray-Darling basin—an 

area larger than France and Spain 

combined, accounting for roughly 

80 percent of Australia’s irrigated 

agriculture—for the coming year un-

less there was significant rain in the 

next six weeks. Fortunately there was. 

But for this temporary respite in the 

drought, 50,000 farmers would have 

partially or completely been cut-off 

from water supplies.

Many, perhaps most, San Joaquin 

Valley farmers will similarly receive 

no irrigation water this year. Wells 

shallow and deep—some reaching 

2,500 feet or more into the aquifer—

will be their sole water source. If the 

wells go dry, so too will the fields that 

depend on them, putting almond, pis-

tachio, and walnut orchards—among 

more than 200 other crops—which 

need several years and consistent wa-

tering before they bear fruit, at a risk 

of dying of thirst. Some fields will be 

fallowed. Others will be planted with 

beans and other lower-value crops that 

have shorter cultivation seasons, as a 

hedge against groundwater scarcity.

Not far from the dairy, I encoun-

tered a 100-year-old farmer who was 

still managing his family’s couple 

thousand acres of tree crops, mostly 

almonds. A Sikh born in what was to 

become India, he’d served in the Brit-

ish Army during World War II, and 

still had shrapnel in his leg to prove it. 

“I’ll be spending quite a bit of money on my wells this year,” he told me. 

“Refurbishing the ones I have; digging a few others.”

Developing and operating wells isn’t cheap. It can cost millions of dollars to 

dig a deep well, outfit it with a motor, and power it with the necessary electricity. 

There’s a risk that the hole could run dry prematurely, or could be made obsolete 

if surface water becomes available.

“Won’t that be costly,” I asked the farmer.

“I have no choice,” he replied. “When your house is on fire you don’t bargain 

with water.”  

 ILLUSTRATION BY FUZZ GRANT
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Letters to the Editor

Nail Service
Waxing
Facial

Tinting
Massage

Hair Cuts 

640 Texas St.
415 . 920 . 9888

Store Hours
Mon-Fri: 10am - 7:30pm

Sat-Sun: 10am - 7pm

Email 
quincespa@quincespa.com

QuinceSpa.com

Happy Spring!

SHORT  CUTS
Mission Big

The University of California, San 
Francisco is in advanced discussions 
with Salesforce.com to acquire Blocks 
33 and 34, directly across Third Street 
from the UCSF Medical Center at 
Mission Bay. UCSF is still formulat-
ing plans for the site. The Mission Bay 
South Redevelopment Plan allows for 
construction of up to 500,000 gross 
square feet of office and/or biotech 
space, and up to 500 parking spaces. 
Buildings could be up to 90 feet tall, 
with a tower up to 160 feet tall in an 
area at the site’s north end. As part 
of the transaction, UCSF will provide 
upfront payments of $10.2 million to 
the City to develop affordable hous-
ing in Mission Bay; and $21.9 million 
for infrastructure development to 
FOCIL-MB, LLC, Mission Bay’s 
infrastructure developer. The acqui-
sition plans are subject to a number 
of reviews before escrow can close, 
including by the UC Board of Regents. 

Fly Local
At San Francisco International 

Airport’s new United Terminal, Dog-
patch Bakehouse and Café is across 
from former Potrero Hill sandwich 
bastion Klein’s Deli, and down the 
way from Mission Bar & Grill. And 
for dessert there’s See’s Candies, 
which has a facility in Visitacion Val-
ley. With no hills to climb, the City’s 
finest eateries can be visited within 
minutes. In fact, since it’s the only 
place to get a Klein’s, it may be worth 
a trip to the airport even if you’re not 
flying, if you can get past security…

Go Solar
Potrero Hill was home to the 

City’s last significant fossil fuel 
power plant, which was shuttered, 
thanks to the efforts of the Potrero 
Power Plant Citizens Task Force and 
San Francisco Community Power, 
among others, in 2011. You can still 
see its brick smokestack rising over 
Pier 70. The power plant and a legacy 
of industrial pollution in the densely 
populated 94107 zip code prompted 
the City to designate it an “envi-
ronmental justice” area. Since 2008, 
GoSolarSF has been encouraging San 
Franciscans to install solar systems 
on their homes and businesses. Cur-
rently, homes throughout the City are 
eligible for a $500 to $2,000 rebate, 
depending on the system size. Houses 
located in 94107 receive an additional 
$100 to $800 incentive. To encourage 

local economic development and job 
creation, residents who rely on a San 
Francisco-based installer get a $250 
to $700 bump in their rebate. And 
those who meet low-income eligibility 
requirements receive an additional 
$2,000 to $7,000 to install solar. And 
there’s more: in honor of Earth Day 
this month, readers who mention this 
article to solar installers SunPower 
or Luminalt will receive yet another 
rebate. The sun, on sale now!

Fire House Doused
The San Francisco Planning De-

partment recently approved a zoning 
change to 909 Tennessee Street. Home 
to a historic fire station and previ-
ously zoned for public use, the parcel 
is now covered under the “urban 
mixed use” designation. Wayne de 
Geere, who purchased the property 
from the City about three years ago, 
needed the zoning change before 
starting any development, which must 
be consistent with historic preserva-
tion rules. The property is located in 
the Dogpatch Historic District, which 
lies between Indiana and Third and 
18th and Tubbs streets. de Geere 
didn’t respond to the View’s inquiries 
about his plans, and no permits have 
yet been requested of the Planning 
Department. 

District 10 Business Summit
In February Supervisor Malia 

Cohen, along with the San Francisco 
Chamber of Commerce, hosted a Dis-
trict 10 Neighborhood Business Sum-
mit at Radio Africa on Third Street. 
According to Jim Lazarus, the Cham-
ber’s vice president of public policy, 
the function was an “interactive 
roadshow,” where local merchants, 
their associations, and citizens could 
meet, network, and interact with 
their district representative and City 
officials. Roughly 150 people were on 
hand for the event, which was spon-
sored by Recology and Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company. Cohen responded 
to questions from local business-
people and activists about funding 
sources to start a business, why it’s 
difficult to get taxi cab services in 
the neighborhood, and what progress 
is being made to redevelop Bayview. 
The event had a buoyant vibe, with a 
sense of renewed optimism about the 
Third Street commercial corridor. 
The neighborhood business summit 
occurs quarterly in various places 
throughout San Francisco. 

Editor,
 My former landlord at 1501 Mari-

posa Street runs his many businesses to 
make a profit, renting out buildings and 
spaces.  It isn’t extraordinary that my 
rent went up, as noted in last month’s 
View.  It’s business.  That it went up so 
much and at once, well....And that our 
San Francisco is so crazily inflated for 
every square inch of real estate is a real 
shame, moving or losing small busi-
nesses and average folks and families. 

Over the years my former landlord 
was an okay landlord. He asked for 
a 125 percent rent increase, and we 
agreed at 75 percent, which I then de-
cided wasn’t a good business move.  But 
that was all I could negotiate, after 8.75 
years as great tenant. I paid from the 
start an average industrial space rent 
for the Hill, yet always well above what 
most longer-time prime commercial 
tenants on 18th and 20th streets enjoy. 
I loved my studio; it was gorgeous and 
welcoming, thanks to my own design. 
Oh well. Good luck to him; now the 
entire front of the third floor is empty, 
as is the bottom floor garage, with no 
rents coming in, and 1601 Mariposa 
Street construction about to change the 
street for a few years.

My decision to close Yogasita had 
nothing to with “a last straw” about 
my beautiful dog, Sita, as indicated in 
the article.  It was simply a business 
decision.  Closing Yogasita was sad in 
that I miss the community of wonder-
ful people I spent the last years seeing 
daily; amazing students who were 
also friends.  I look forward to having 
classes with them again soon. 

Sita suddenly took ill, and died 
days later, two weeks to the day before 
I closed the eponymous studio, but 
long after I gave notice I was closing.  
She had no symptoms of incurable 
cancer, until a slight cough one day.  
Her death broke my heart, and those 

of many students, who enjoyed her 
warm presence. Sita was almost 11 
years old, a great dog. She graced my 
life and leaves a wake of joy. The two 
changes, combined, were a lot of loss 
and change, too much certainly, it felt 
at many moments.

Yogasita was not 11, as stated in 
the story.  It would have been nine this 
month, opened on March 15, 2005, just 
as Farley’s was about to turn 16. Roger 
Hillyard was a presence at Yogasita for 
many years, and we cross-pollinated 
our businesses when we could.  

I’m not teaching classes in students’ 
homes; but I do offer private Yoga les-
sons in homes and businesses, teach 
work-a-day lessons in a couple of small 
businesses in the neighborhood, and 
now have energy and time to teach 
more.  I love teaching, just not groups of 
20 to 50 people, as I did for many years.  
I prefer more intimate class sizes, and 
in depth, focused, practice. My teaching 
has long been based on connecting and 
relating to each person who comes. I’ve 
practiced Yoga for 27 years, which is 
half of my life, taught full time for 20, 
and offer a personalized, high quality 
sharing of Yoga. Pop-up classes will be 
happening this month.

I’m blessed to have found a truly 
great future location, on the second 
floor of the Hair Fair building, after a 
complete renovation, with wonderful 
landlords to look forward to.  And, 
as we know, anything could happen 
between now and then.  The story is, 
we all go through difficult times, in 
business and life. Change and loss may 
be challenging, to the core. Go with the 
flow, keep breathing, keep the outer 
corners of your mouth turned up. What 
I tell my Yoga students and myself; it 
works. 

Susannah Bruder
Yogasita

Police, fire, or medical-
related emergencies: 911

Non-emergencies: 553.0123

Bayview Station mainline: 
671.2300

Watch Commander 
(Lieutenant’s Desk): 
671.2325

Captain O’Sullivan, direct: 
671.2303, cell: 590.1698

Beat Cop, Marquita Booth: 
marquita.booth@sfgov.org

Beat Cop, Mike Chantal: 
michael.chantal@sfgov.org

Help in
the Hood

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF LUMINALT
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Muni Proposal Has Some Hill Residents Fuming
BY KEITH BURBANK

The 22-line stops at 18th and Connecticut, one 

of the Hill’s business corridors, and part of the 

proposed route to be discontinued.  

The San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency is proposing 
bus route changes to the Southside 
neighborhoods. And that has more than 
the buses fuming. 

“Any time we get off the Hill, we’ll 
have to transfer,” said one Potrero Hill 
resident who asked not to be named. 
Last month, the resident and roughly 
15 others attended the last of a dozen 
meetings SFMTA held to gather com-
munity feedback on possible transit 
changes. Meeting attendees generally 
agreed that transfers can lengthen trips 
by 15 to 20 minutes. Unreliable service 
on a route makes matters worse. 

“These changes are not neces-
sarily set in stone,” said Mawuli 
Tugbenyoghan, an aide to District 
10 Supervisor Malia Cohen. Cohen 
wasn’t at the meeting, which was held 
last month at St. Gregory’s Episcopal 
Church. Cohen’s office said upwards of 
10 people have contacted the supervisor 
about the SFMTA proposal. 

As of press time, the agency was 
proposing six service changes. The 10 
Townsend bus would no longer travel 
along Townsend Street, but would be 
rerouted through Mission Bay, along 
Missouri Street and eventually to 25th 
Street. It would not serve Showplace 
Square. The northern leg of the 10 
would still go downtown. 

The 22, instead of traveling along 
17th, Connecticut and 18th streets, 
would continue along 16th Street to 
Third Street. From there, it would 
turn north along Third Street to the 
northern edge of the University of 
California, San Francisco-Mission Bay 
campus. The 33 bus, which residents 
say runs less frequently than the 22, 
would no longer serve Potrero Avenue, 
but would be rerouted along 16th Street 
to Connecticut Street. From there, the 
33 would run the same route as the 22 
does currently, stopping at the 20th 
Street T-line station.

The 47 Van Ness would be rerouted 
along Townsend Street, rather than 
serving Bryant and Harrison streets. 
To make up for the loss of the 33 
along Potrero Avenue, SFMTA would 
increase the frequency of the 9/9L by 
20 percent. Increasing the frequency of 
the 10 and 22 is also planned. 

Julie Kirschbaum, SFMTA opera-
tions planning and scheduling man-
ager, was pleased with the feedback she 

received from those attending the St. 
Gregory’s meeting. After hearing from 
residents, Kirschbaum told the group 
her team would go back, “sharpen their 
pencils” and see if they can draw up a 
compromise. The changes are meant 
to address overcrowding on the 10 
Townsend, reduce delays along 16th 
Street and serve a growing Mission Bay 
neighborhood.

But Hill residents claimed that 
SFMTA is catering to Mission Bay at the 
expense of Potrero Hill. “They have the 
T-line,” said Jan, a Connecticut Street 
resident, who declined to give her last 
name. “They have parking. They don’t 
need it [the service].” A senior expressed 
concern about walking up the neighbor-
hood’s steep hills and having to transfer 
to get to his destination. 

According to District 10 superviso-
rial candidate Tony Kelly, Potrero Hill, 
like Mission Bay, is growing rapidly. 
And the Hill has seen steady cuts in 
service. “So it really hurts to contribute 
to Mission Bay,” he told Kirschbaum. 
Michelle Kamel, a 17th and Kansas 
streets resident, felt equally hurt. Under 
SFMTA’s proposal, she’d have to travel 
six blocks to the 10, and she’s disabled.

With the agency proposing to 
run the 22 and 33 along 16th Street, a 
woman asked Kirschbaum if her staff 
had been to 16th Street at night. “We 
haven’t been there at night,” Kirsch-
baum admitted. The resident suggested 
maintaining the 22’s current route for 
safety reasons. “It’s insane” to dump 
people on 16th Street after dark. 

Kelly asked Kirschbaum whether 
the agency is open to coordinating 
transit services with the shuttle systems 
in Mission Bay. He told the View that 
SFMTA is duplicating the work done by 
the shuttles, which residents — includ-
ing those with disabilities — can ride 
whether or not they’re affiliated with 
the company operating the shuttle. 
Kelly suggested the shuttle systems pay 
SFMTA, similar to the fees assessed 
Google.

But Kirschbaum said it’s important 
to the agency to get service into Mission 
Bay as soon as possible. She told Kelly 
and others at the meeting that transit 
riders may fail to see the shuttles as a 
travel option the way riders recognize 
Muni. 

SFMTA expected to complete all 
of its work on the proposal by the end 
of March, with action by the SFMTA 
board on March 28. 
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a Walgreens. What matters to me 
is neighborhood notification, and 
productive responses and attention 
to neighborhood concerns.”

As of mid-March, representa-
tives of the nursery hadn’t presented 
at DNA. When the View initially 
visited the site to ask questions, the 
reporter was immediately escorted 
out of the building. “I have no com-
ment. I’ll have to ask you to leave,” 
said the person who walked the 
reporter out.

Parts of the entry door were 
covered with tape; the door appeared 
to have been recently painted. A 
plumbing contractor’s truck was in 
a nearby parking spot. Inside, one 
worker appeared to be installing an 
air conditioning duct.

According to documents at the 
San Francisco Department of Build-
ing Inspection, the site will be a 
hydroponic greenhouse. A separate 
building permit, which cost $3,000, 
indicates that the owner is installing 
a 3,000 liter carbon dioxide tank. 

Permit records state that the les-
see of the property is Erich Pearson. 
At one time, Pearson served on the 
board of the San Francisco Patient 
and Resource Center (SPARC), a non-
profit collective providing cannabis 
and subsidized health services to its 
members. Pearson wasn’t available 
to answer questions as of press time, 
but according to SPARC’s executive 
director, Robert Jacob, Pearson is the 
general contractor for the nursery, 
which is owned by SPARC. DBI 
records show the authorized agent 
as Dennis Chi Sum Yeung. 

“I haven’t seen any actual plans 
for what they might do to the build-
ing to improve things,” said Susan 
Eslick, vice president, DNA. “I un-
derstand from Bruce Huie, who lives 
down there, that the owners are very 
community-minded. Frankly, I have 
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BY JESSICA NEMIRE

Potrero Hill residents are fortu-
nate to have several grocery stores to 
choose from, almost all of which are 
within less than a half-hour walk of 
the neighborhood. Safeway provides 
the basics, available 24-7, at low cost, 
but without the organic options. Trader 
Joe’s, Whole Foods, and The Good Life 
Grocery offer organic food. Whole 
Foods features a larger selection of 
goods, while Good Life is locally-
owned and delivers a more intimate 
shopping experience.

The View recently toured the four 
stores, to review both the shopping 
experience and prices. For simplicity 
sake, the price of a basic produce item 
—a pound of red Fuji apples—was used 
for comparison purposes. 

The Ninth Street Trader Joe’s tends 
to draw crowds, but makes up for its 
longish lines and congested aisles with 
its friendly and efficient staff. The 
store offers daily samples of organic 
items and coffee, has a large frozen 
food and even larger alcohol selection, 
and several aisles of organic dairy and 
produce. Trader Joe’s doesn’t sell apples 
by the pound, but a Fuji apple costs 
around 79 cents; an organic Fuji apple 
is 89 cents. A pound of Fujis would cost 
around $3 for conventionally grown 
apples and $5 for organic apples, on 
the high side among the four groceries.

The Rhode Island Street Whole 
Foods is a big, air-conditioned store 
with several fresh food options, in-
cluding a hot bar with items such as 

AFFORDABLE CARE from Front Page Ample Grocery Store Choices on the Hill
“fiesta broccoli,” a soup bar with eight 
different types of soup, a bakery, a deli, 
and a fresh seafood section. The store 
has a wide selection of organic grains 
and pasta, as well as an extensive 
refrigerated section. Sixteen ounces 
of soup costs $5.99; 32 ounces is $9.99. 
The deli features several different types 
of pasta dishes, as well as pizza by the 
slice, at $2.99 each or two for $5. The 
bakery offers pies, cakes, tarts, cookies, 
and cakes. Sheet and smaller cakes are 
$9.99. The seafood section has freshly 
made lobster chowder and seafood 
jumbo for $5.99, or a larger portion for 
$9.99. A pound of organic salmon is 
$11.99. The store only carries organic 
produce, with a pound of organic Fuji 
apples offered for $2.99.

There’s a table area at the front 
of the store, presumably for eating 
the just-purchased fiesta broccoli or 
butternut squash soup. Steep Brew, a 
bar and café with a complete kitchen, 
is located in the lowest level, and offers 
a large beer selection, many wine and 
coffee options, and WiFi.

The Good Life Grocery, on 20th 
Street, is much smaller than the other 
stores. It’s employee-owned, and sells 
mainly locally-raised meat and locally-
grown produce. Good Life has a deli, 
with sandwiches for $5.99, grass-fed 
beef for $5.49, and smaller snacks, 
like crab cakes, for $1.99. A pound of 
organic Fuji apples is $2.89, suggesting 
that the small store experience can be 
had without paying higher prices.

Safeway, located in the Potrero 
Center, is large, air-conditioned, and 

has a fresh deli counter and several 
do-it-yourself meal options. But the 
store doesn’t have organic produce. 
In addition to the deli counter, which 
offers any entrée and two sides for $6, 
the store has a bakery—cakes for $7.99 
—and an olive bar, where, for $8.99 a 
pound, shoppers can mix and match 
from the various olive types. The deli 
entrees include Greek veggie salad, 
Spanish rice, and pan-roasted turkey 
for $8.99. After 5 p.m. the deli offers 
a salad and soup combination for $5. 
A pound of Fiji apples costs $1.99, but 
they’re not organic. 

There are also upwards of a dozen 
corner stores on the Hill, where milk, 
eggs, and sundries can be picked up in 
a pinch, including Dave’s Food Store, 
Kansas Food Market, and the larger 
Chiotras Grocery.AFFORDABLE CARE page 7

Services, said he encouraged people 
who make 400 percent or more of the 
federal poverty level to stay away 
from Covered California, as they 
will not qualify for subsidies. In 2014 
the federal poverty line for a one-
person household in the 48 contiguous 
states and the District of Columbia 
is $11,670, which translates into a 
roughly $48,000 annual income limit 
under the Act. “Overall, the experi-
ence is that the middle-class people 
are making too much in income to 
qualify for tax credit,” Vaccaro said.

Andrea Dance, a 53-year-old court 
reporter who lives in Potrero Hill, is 
concerned that Obamacare may create 
more problems than it solves for her 
and her 15-year-old daughter. “Con-
ceptually, I believe in Obamacare, and 
I truly believe that everyone should 
have insurance. But I’m feeling really 
squeezed,” Dance said. “In a sense it’s 
worse because now we’re forced into 
having insurance; we don’t qualify for 
any subsidies but our premiums have 
gone up again.”

Dance didn’t figure out which 
option to choose for her family until 
the enrollment deadline was less than 
a month away. She found the process 
frustrating, because she thinks her 
lifestyle doesn’t require comprehen-
sive health coverage. “In my entire 
life I have been in the hospital three 
times,” she said. “Once at 15 for an 
emergency appendectomy, once at 38 
to have my daughter, and one emer-
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From the Hill to the Valley, 
Claudia’s got you covered.

Claudia Siegel has called Potrero home for nearly 20 years. 

As a parent, dog owner and green-certified professional, she 

truly cares about our neighborhoods.

No matter what your goals, she’ll work to make your 

transaction a successful one. Buying or selling a home in 

San Francisco is a big deal; why not trust your business with 

a professional and a neighbor?

Claudia Siegel
Top Producer  BRE# 01440745

415.816.2811

claudiasiegel@zephyrsf.com

www.claudiasiegel.com

1200–1210 17th Street Eligible for California Register, Advocates Say

This 1941 photo from the San Francisco 

News-Call Bulletin suggests that the Pacific 

Rolling Mill Company of Potrero Point is the 

same firm as the one once located at 1200 

–1210 17th Street, San Francisco. According 

to Walden Development, the two companies 

were different because the Potrero Point location 

folded in 1898. COURTESY OF THE BANCROFT LIBRARY, 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEYCOR-O-VAN page 27

BY KEITH BURBANK

A new study has found that two 
steel-frame buildings at the Cor-o-
Van site are eligible for listing on 
the California Register of Historic 
Resources. That finding, if upheld by 
the San Francisco Planning Depart-
ment, may force the developer, Prado 
Group, to change its plans. Prado 
Group may have to redevelop the 
buildings within their current enve-
lopes and mitigate the development’s 
effects on the structures’ historic 
character. A California Register 
listing would make demolition less, 
and adaptive reuse more, likely.

“Because the Pacific Rolling 
Mill Company site…retains suffi-
cient integrity to convey its historic 
significance, it meets the criteria for 
listing on the California Register of 
Historic Resources,” according to 
Katherine Petrin, principal, Kather-
ine Petrin Consulting. Petrin wrote 
the report at the request of Save the 
Hill, a land use advocacy group. 

The Planning Department had 
previously found that the buildings 
weren’t historically worthy. That 
decision was based on a report 
commissioned by the law firm of 
the property owner, Josh Smith. 
Last year, Smith planned to build 
a six-story, medical and residential 
complex with Kaiser Permanente at 
the site, a proposal which drew op-
position from nearly 2,000 residents. 
Kaiser changed its plans and shifted 
to a location two blocks away. “This 
is the team that brought us Kaiser,” 
said Rod Minott, referring to Smith 
and Prado Group. “And they have 
not apologized.” 

“We are aware of the report,” 
said Smith. “It is under review at 
the Planning Department. As you 
may know, San Francisco’s Historic 
Preservation Commission has pre-
viously determined that only the 
brick building at 1200 17th Street 
appears eligible for the California 
Register. We have had numerous 
meetings with the community and 
are working to design a mixed-use 
project that will compliment Potrero 
Hill’s unique and innovative char-
acter while being respectful of and 
celebrating Potrero Hill’s industrial 
past.”

Smith’s meetings with the com-
munity have focused on gathering 
input from residents. Dan Safier, 
Prado Group president, told Save the 
Hill that every development option 
is on the table. But some, like Save 
the Hill members Minott and Kepa 
Askenasy, are skeptical of Smith’s 
intentions to build a project the 
community wants. At a Save the 
Hill meeting held earlier this year, 
many members were supportive of 
adaptive reuse of the site, similar to 
plans for parts of Pier 70. Adaptive 
reuse takes existing buildings and 
converts or rehabilitates them for 
new purposes. 

“It’s an elegant solution that 
simultaneously preserves the history 
of urban neighborhoods while in-
spiring innovative new architecture 
and accounting for the demands of 
development and growth,” Minott 

wrote in an August 2013 opinion 
piece that was published in the 
View. “An adaptive reuse project 
would rehabilitate this historically 
significant site while enhancing 
the neighborhood’s character and 
economy. The site at 16th and Missis-
sippi streets is a ‘gateway’ location to 
the community that has the potential 
to become an iconic signature for 
Potrero Hill.” 

According to Minott, what hap-
pens at the Cor-o-Van site will set a 
precedent for future Hill develop-
ment, such as the proposal at 1601 
Mariposa Street. A historic designa-
tion of the two steel-frame buildings 
would keep a potential Mission 
Bay-like development off of Potrero 
Hill, a Save the Hill objective. At 
meetings to establish the Eastern 
Neighborhoods Plan, Askenasy said, 
no one wanted high-density housing, 
which Smith and Prado Group previ-
ously proposed for the site. The goal 
was to protect existing businesses. 

“The Planning Department has 
reviewed the Katherine Petrin Con-
sulting study and is currently evalu-
ating the substance of the report,” 
said Gina Simi, communications 
manager, San Francisco Planning 
Department. “Once the evaluation 
is complete, the department will 
determine the necessary next steps. 
It is unknown when this evaluation 
will be complete.”

A n October 2013 let ter and 
report by Minott asked the City to 
schedule a hearing to reconsider 
the historic value of the two metal 
buildings at 1200—1210 17th Street. 
The City’s Gretchen Hilyard replied 
that the information and letter sup-
plied by Minott didn’t demonstrate 
that the structures have sufficient 
historic integrity to warrant further 
evaluation. In response, Save the 
Hill sought Petrin. “If there’s bad 
news, we will call it a day,” Minott 
recalled telling Petrin. But, “she 
decided we were right.” 

“Integrity is a key component 
of an overall building evaluation” 

when considering whether a building 
is a historic resource,” states Petrin’s 
report. “Integrity involves seven 
aspects, including location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association.” According 



7   THE POTRERO VIEWApril 2014

Harty Pipelines Causes 
Row in Potrero Hill
BY JULY WESTHALE

Harty Pipelines, Incorporated 
caused minor havoc in Potrero Hill 
earlier this year while installing a 
new sewer line on Wisconsin Street 
and other blocks. According to Wis-
consin Street resident Dan Enright, 
the company’s carelessness during the 
work caused electricity outages and 
disrupted phone, Internet, and cable 
services. An independent contractor, 
Enright said the service interruptions 
caused him to lose time and money. 

 Established in 1985, Harty Pipe-
lines specializes in municipal proj-
ects, and has worked throughout the 
Bay Area. Originally launched as an 
oil and gas company, the enterprise 
also installs sewer systems. Located 
on 19th Street, the privately-owned 
company has been frequently engaged 
by the City and County of San Fran-
cisco to undertake various upgrades 
to its aging municipal infrastructure. 

After contacting Comcast to ask 
about disrupted communication ser-
vices, Enright was surprised to learn 
that the Internet line had been pulled 
down from his house and wrapped 
around a telephone pole across the 
street. According to Enright, the fact 
that the cable was still attached to the 
street box indicated to Comcast that 
the line had been pulled away from the 
house intentionally. Further, Enright 

said that other residents made simi-
lar complaints on the blocks where 
Harty Pipelines worked. According to 
Enright, locals nicknamed Missouri 
Street “Misery Street” due to the 
damages caused by the construction. 

Enright claimed that the company 
failed to inform Wisconsin Street resi-
dents about the Internet outage. When 
a Harty supervisor was made aware 
of the issue, he shrugged his shoulders 
in response, according to Enright, 
who was also concerned about a lack 
of parking caused by the extended 
construction. After Enright lodged a 
complaint against the company with 
its general manager, workers allegedly 
left trash in his yard once construc-
tion was complete. 

Harty Pipelines did not respond to 
the View’s inquiries about this story.

gency visit in 2012 for what turned 
out to be diverticulitis. I don’t smoke. 
I drink moderately. I walk three to five 
miles, four to six times a week. I laugh 
a lot. We cook almost all of our meals 
the slow food way.”

Dance believes she’s paying too 
much for insurance, and that her 
deductible is too high. “I seldom go to 
doctors because I don’t feel the need 
to and, even though my premiums are 
high, and just went up to over $600 a 
month, my deductible is also high, so 
I figure most things will clear up on 
their own. If not, then I’ll go. I had to 
pay my $10,000 emergency bill out-
of-pocket because I had not met my 
deductible because it’s so high, so I’m 
paying $167 a month for four years. 
My daughter is on her own policy, but 
under me, and her premium just went 
up by 24 percent too. So between the 
two of us I’m paying close to $900 a 
month. Which, of course, means I have 
no savings, no retirement, no vaca-
tions. But I do have health insurance.”

According to Vaccaro, only 20 
percent of his clients are benefitting 
from Obamacare financially. But he 
said his customers generally believe 
that Obamacare is a good thing be-
cause anyone can now get healthcare 
regardless of pre-existing conditions. 
Vaccaro said he thinks the health care 
system is going in the right direction 
but that there’s room for improvement. 
“It’s going to be bumpy this year be-
cause everyone is figuring things out. 
Although there have been efforts made 
to inform people of what their options 

are, there are a lot of people who felt 
misinformed,” he said.

According to Dance, San Fran-
cisco officials could have established 
satellite offices, similar to precinct-
based voting stations, where people 
could drop in and pick up forms and 
information “I’m thinking there is 
probably a lot of misinformation out 
there,” she said.

District 10 Supervisor Malia 
Cohen said she’s helped ensure that 
people who wanted health insurance 
enrolled in Covered California. “I am 
proud to say that I have been an early 
supporter of the roll-out, and I have 
personally hosted two education and 
enrollment events in District 10: one 
in August and one in October. Beyond 
that I have also worked with local 
churches and other places of worship, 
connecting them and their member-
ship to official Covered California 
educators and enrollers to increase 
awareness and enrollment in District 
10.”

According to Cohen, as District 10 
supervisor she represents a majority 
of San Franciscans who are at 138 
percent of the federal poverty level, 
and who were previously enrolled in 
Healthy San Francisco. That program 
offered health care services to San 
Franciscans regardless of their im-
migration and employment status or 
pre-existing conditions. “Because of 
the Medi-Cal expansion, U.S. citizens 
and certain legal immigrants that are 
between the ages of 19 and 64, or have 
a family income level at or below the 

AFFORDABLE CARE from page 5

AFFORDABLE CARE page 15 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ED RUDOLPH
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THINK
LOCAL & 

CONNECTED

Highly competitive and famously complex, the San Francisco 

real estate market can be both challenging and rewarding. 

Zephyr turns savvy, informed Bay Area urbanites into 

successful homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrSF.com

THINK
SMART & 

URBAN

FIRE 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ED RUDOLPH

A six-story, largely wood-frame Mission Bay apartment building that 

was under construction went up in flames last month, creating a cloud 

of smoke that could be seen throughout the Bay Area. The blaze, which 

was likely sparked by ongoing work, may have been avoided under 

building code rules that were abandoned five years ago. Until 2008, 

structures six stories or higher were required to have “noncombustible” 

exterior walls — typically, concrete and steel studs — from top to bottom. 

But after a long battle in Sacramento, and with the blessing of then-

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and the California Building Industry 

Association, the state’s building codes were rewritten to bring them 

in line with international codes. The move overturned codes adopted 

by Schwarzenegger’s predecessor, former Governor Gray Davis — and 

backed by labor, environmentalists and others — that imposed strin-

gent regulations drafted by the National Fire Protection Association.
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“Niiiiice shades!”

251 Rhode Island, Suite 110, San Francisco

415.896.4393 | eyesonyouoptometry.com

Low-Key Dogpatch Nonprofit Redesigning the World

Top Center Vishambar was one of the first patients to be fit with the JaipurKnee. One of 

JaipurKnee’s unique features is how much range it has—allowing users to sit cross-legged, squat 

and bend deeply. PHOTOGRAPH BY J. DEL CASTILLO

Bottom Left Purnima lost her leg in a 2011 car accident. She was on track to become an engineer. 

After being fit with her JaipurKnee she intended to go back to school. PHOTOGRAPH BY J. DEL CASTILLO 

Bottom Right D-Rev assisted colleagues to evaluate filtered sunlight as an option for low-cost 

phototherapy. PHOTOGRAPH BY B. CLINE.

BY PAUL MCDONALD

In a nondescript building on Min-
nesota and 19th streets, kitty-corner to 
Esprit Park, D-Rev is helping make the 
world better through design. D-Rev, 
which stands for Design Revolution, 
is a nonprofit “…product development 
company whose mission is to improve 
the health and incomes of people living 
on less than $4 per day.” Although head-
quartered in trendy Dogpatch, D-Rev’s 
focus is on such poor countries as India, 
Haiti, and Nepal. 

Established in 2007, with a scant 
10 employees—mostly engineers—and 
nearly as many volunteers, D-Rev was 
founded by Paul Polak, who previously 
created International Development En-
terprises, an organization that’s helped 
millions of overseas rural farmers produce 
food and emerge from poverty. He’s the 
author of Out of Poverty: What Works 
When Traditional Approaches Fail.

Krista Donaldson serves as D-Rev’s 
chief executive officer. An energetic 
and determined 40-year old who spent 
five years in Kenya with KickStart 
International, she has a doctorate in 
mechanical engineering from Stanford 
University, and worked with the U.S. 
government helping to revitalize Iraq’s 
electricity grid. 

D-Rev is a 501(c), but licenses its 
products to for-profit manufacturers 
and distributors, a rare and challeng-
ing business model. The company’s 
first success —an LED light named 
Brilliance that treats jaundiced ba-
bies — has taught Donaldson that just 
designing a better, more reliable, less 

costly, product isn’t enough. The design 
needs to be manufactured at an afford-
able price for the intended market, and 
delivered to where it’s needed. Effective 
negotiations with manufacturers and 
distribution partners is critical. But 
D-Rev’s determination has paid off: 
Brilliance has been used to treat more 
than 15,000 babies, and prevented 300 
or more deaths or disabilities. 

Roughly 40 percent of D-Rev’s 
budget comes from individual donors. 
The balance is made up by three 
main foundations: the Mulago and 
Greenbaum foundations and Focusing 
Philanthropy. The company’s budget 
was about $1.5 million in 2013, up from 
$880,000 in 2012.

In addition to Brilliance, D-Rev is 
close to releasing its second product, 
a prosthetic knee called the ReMotion 
Knee, that’s targeted to help third-world 
recipients gain mobility. Other projects 
in the pipeline include an affordable 
microscope to detect disease in rural 
clinics, mobile solar powered units to 
provide electricity, and affordable meth-
ods to pasteurize milk in East Africa. 

COMPLIMENTARY AD SPACE COURTESY OF THE VIEW
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Happy SeVENTH Birthday 

to our beautiful girl, 

SyDNEY. We love you and 

are so proud of you, Daddy, 

Mommy, and Josh

Have a super sixth 

birthday, Tyler! 

Love, Mommy, Daddy,  

and Mason
We’d like to welcome Jace Tyler 

Adams to Potrero Hill. Born on 

January 26 at a healthy yet trim 

seven pounds three ounces. 

Layla, two years old, reads the 

Potrero View at her kitchen 

table. She reaches for it 

whenever it’s available.

What would life be like without partners? At Sutter Health’s St. Luke’s campus, our 
caregivers listen to you, like the specialists at St. Luke’s comprehensive Women and 
Children’s Center. Plus, we provide tools that connect you – like email messaging, 
online medical records, prescription refills and same-day appointments. And, whenever 
you need to visit, we’re nearby with eighteen physician offices and four CPMC hospital 
campuses, including St. Luke’s. Because local partners help make life a little easier.  
It’s just another way we plus you.

CPMC ST. LUKE’S CAMPUS 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNER

cpmc.org/stlukes
California Pacific Medical Center
Sutter Pacific Medical Foundation
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79 Sales on the Hill in 7 Years

The next one 
could be yours.

• Living and working on Potrero for over 12 years

• $70 Million in sales on Potrero Hill

• 2009-2012 Potrero Hill Top Producer

• Executive Board Member of The Potrero 

  Dogpatch Merchants Association

Christine Doud
REALTOR®
415.426.3223
christinedoud@zephyrsf.com

COHEN from Front Page 

public safety and infrastructure. 
Cohen’s first term voting record 

suggests a politically moderate su-
pervisor in a San Francisco context. 
And indications are that she’s focused 
on building a political base to run 
for a state office. For example, she’s 
sponsored legislation that bans large 
capacity ammunition magazines and 
prohibits pregnancy centers advertis-
ing misleading information, issues high 
on state and national gun control and 
women’s choice agendas. More recently, 
Cohen co-sponsored, with cohort 
Supervisor Jane Kim, from District 6, 
a “ban-the-box” ordinance that bars 
employers and housing providers from 
asking applicants right away about 
their criminal history. 

As a member of the board’s Land 
Use and Economic Development com-
mittee, Cohen handles all housing and 
land use related measures, including 
issues related to planning, rent control, 
zoning, transportation, homelessness, 
and the environment.

Development is big business in 
District 10, with commercial space, 
condominiums, and apartment build-
ings popping up throughout the South-
side neighborhoods. A collaboration 
of City agencies, supported by public 
and private sector funds, are work-
ing toward a major overhaul of San 
Francisco’s public housing complexes. 
This includes plans to transform 
Hunters View, Sunnydale, Potrero 
Annex-Terrace, and Alice Griffith into 
mixed-income residences, featuring 
condos, public housing, market-rate 

and affordable units. The future hous-
ing developments will feature retail 
centers, parks, and community centers. 

Another large project in the district 
is the redevelopment of Candlestick 
Park and Hunters Point. The City will 
hand over the stadium to Florida-based 
Lennar Corporation sometime in 2015 
for demolition. Lennar plans to build 
a massive shopping center and housing 
complex on the site, with some 10,500 
homes, and oversee the rebuilding of 
the nearby Alice Griffith housing de-
velopment. All told, the City estimates 
Hunters Point redevelopment will 
attract 30,000 new residents. 

Cohen supports the soda tax, a 
proposed ballot initiative that would 
assess a two-cents an ounce levy on 
sugary drinks, in part as a way to curb 
obesity and diabetes, public health 
challenges that disproportionately im-
pact African-Americans and Latinos, 
who together represent more than half 
of District 10’s population. The tax 
has broad support from supervisors 
considered to be “conservative” and 
“progressive” alike.

 Cohen fought against adding a 
100-bed homeless shelter in Bayview, 
even publishing an editorial in the 
San Francisco Chronicle outlining her 
opposition. She argued, unsuccessfully, 
that the neighborhood already meets 
the needs of its homeless population 
and offers plenty of social services, and 
that a new shelter would concentrate 
poverty in the City and threaten public 
safety. The board approved a $1 million 
grant for the shelter, and is moving 
forward on rezoning the property next 
door to Mother Brown’s, which will 
manage the facility. It will be another 

six months to a year before construc-
tion could begin. 

Cohen supports banning overnight 
parking for large vehicles on certain 
streets. And in the face of intense lob-
bying by Kelly and others, she urged 
the San Francisco Municipal Trans-
portation Administration to consider 
permit parking in Potrero Hill instead 
of lining the streets with meters. 

While voters defeated the 8 Wash-
ington ballot initiative that would 
have approved the construction of a 
luxury condominium complex on the 
Embarcadero, Cohen, along with seven 
other supervisors, supported the proj-
ect. She also voted for the project, this 
time in the minority, at the Democratic 
County Central Committee (DCCC), 
where a 15-4 vote favored delaying it. 
But Cohen supported Proposition B, 
which would require a public vote for 
proposed developments above a certain 
height limit, at the DCCC, which voted 
overall to reject the proposition.

Bayview has been called a “food 
desert” as a result of the scarcity of 
outlets vending organic produce and 
healthy foods. After she was elected, 
Cohen joined long-standing attempts 
to bring wholesome foods to the 
area. She supported efforts by the 
Food Guardians, a group of residents 
advocating for healthy food, who suc-
ceeded in enticing a couple of corner 
stores — Lee’s Food Market and Ford’s 
Grocery — to devote more shelf space 
to fresh produce and whole grains. But 
during Cohen’s term Fresh and Easy, 
which had only recently opened on 
Third Street, closed, and Cohen has 
failed to recruit another large grocer to 
the community. Cohen suggested that 

Fresh and Easy —which shuttered or 
sold its outlets nationwide — failed to 
tailor its products to the community. 

Cohen wrote a letter to the Plan-
ning Commission in support of by-
passing discretionary review of the 
new location for the Center for Youth 
Wellness, on Evans and Third streets. 
A small group opposed the Center’s 
location, claiming that the site was un-
suitable for children because of nearby 
truck traffic and the foul-smelling 
air that wafts over from the sewage 
treatment plant. The Center’s chief 
executive officer, Nadine Burke, and 
its director of development, Latanya 
Hilton, donated $500 each to Cohen’s 
re-election campaign. 

“So you want to talk about our girl 
Malia,” Hilton said, who’s known Co-
hen personally and professionally for 
ten years. “She’s has really just been a 
champion for our organization.” Cohen 
has worked to coordinate resources 
within the community, said Hilton, 
adding that the supervisor is a role 
model for young women everywhere. 
“There certainly are a lot of chal-
lenges,” Hilton said about the district. 
“Bayview is the hardest hit, but there 
are a lot of families here and plenty of 
beautiful aspects to the Bayview. Malia 
showcases that beautiful element.”

Shortly after taking office in 2010, 
Wells Fargo Bank foreclosed on Co-
hen’s condominium near Candlestick 
Park after she failed to make payments. 
The Chronicle quoted Cohen as saying 
that she was a victim of a predatory 
loan. She purchased the two-bedroom 
home in December 2006 for $581,500 
with no down payment. Cohen now 
lives on Kansas Street.



12      THE POTRERO VIEW April 2014

TIM JOHNSON
Paragon Real Estate Group 
Lic: 01476421

415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com
www.timjohnsonSF.com

This condominium at 415 Missouri Street attracted thirteen offers after just a few days on the market.

Low interest rates and powerful demand have made the market on Potrero Hill stronger than it has been in 
years. Many homes are attracting multiple offers after just a few days on the market. 

If you have been thinking of selling your home this may be an excellent time to take advantage of strong 
demand from buyers.

1817 19th St .................$1,825,000

2242 19th St .................$1,140,000 

2321 19th St .................$1,675,000

2331 19th St .................$1,425,000

1425 20th St .................$1,055,000

1624 20th St .................$2,275,000

2004 22nd St .................$1,050,000

2106 22nd St  ...................$673,000

2104 23rd St .................$1,428,000

606 Arkansas St ............$1,105,000

23 Blair Terrace ................$500,000

75 Caire Terrace...............$510,000

700 Carolina St .............$1,265,000

958 Carolina St .............$1,900,000

1015 Carolina St ...........$1,650,000

1039 Carolina St ..............$860,000

658 Connecticut St ..........$987,000

901 De Haro St .............$3,180,000

1052 De Haro  St .............$899,000

1177 De Haro St ...........$1,250,000

515 Kansas St ...............$1,380,000 

566 Kansas St ...............$2,412,500 

753 Kansas St ...............$1,680,000 

761 Kansas St ...............$3,195,000

835 Kansas St ...............$1,710,000

1407 Kansas St ................$885,000

1409 Kansas St ................$760,000 

1419 Kansas St ................$700,000 

1434 Kansas St ................$755,000 

1300 Mariposa St ..........$1,525,000

1919 Mariposa St ..........$1,450,000

341 Mississippi St .........$2,000,341

541 Mississippi St .........$1,380,000

1019 Rhode Island St ......$965,000

1219 Rhode Island St .......$950,000

1422 Rhode Island St .......$825,000

1470 Rhode Island St .......$693,900

243 Texas St .................$1,350,000

312 Texas St .................$1,600,000

376 Texas St .................$1,350,000

576 Texas St .................$1,035,000

422 Utah St ...................$1,050,000

557 Vermont ............... $1,645,000

711 Vermont St .............$1,193,225

779 Wisconsin St ..........$1,150,000

837 Wisconsin St ..........$1,301,000

880 Wisconsin St ..........$1,385,300

930 Wisconsin St ..........$1,175,000

983 Wisconsin St ..........$1,430,000

Sales Prices for All Potrero Hill Homes Sold in 2013*

In 2013 the average sales price for a home on Potrero Hill was $1,338,434. 
If you’d like a free report on the value of your home, call Tim Johnson at 710-9000.

What Happened Last Year with 
Real Estate on Potrero Hil l?

*Sales information as of January 21, 2014 in SFAR MLS.



13   THE POTRERO VIEWApril 2014

Daddy, What’s That?
BY STEVEN J. MOSS

While shopping with two-year-old 
Sara at a local mall, I had to pee. Since 
I couldn’t leave her by herself, I ushered 
her into the men’s room, keeping her 
close by as I stood at the urinal next to 
another patron. 

As I relieved myself Sara pointed 
towards my crotch and asked, “What’s 
that Daddy?”

I glanced nervously at the man 
standing next to me. He seemed to be 
engaged in his own pursuits. 

“That’s called a penis,” I said, in a 
voice that I hoped signaled the end of 
the conversation.

“Can I touch it?” Sara asked.
“Wait until we get home,” I whis-

pered back, though that wasn’t exactly 
what I meant. 

The man standing next to me 
zipped up and walked away. I did the 
same, washed my hands, and ushered 
Sara out of the restroom.

Until Sara reached adolescence, I 
frequently had to troubleshoot bath-
room visits when nature called her or 
me during an outing. Since I couldn’t 
use the women’s room, when she had to 
go I’d take her into a stall in the men’s 
room. She mostly didn’t mind. In fact, 
until Sara was in kindergarten she was 
convinced that she was actually a boy. 
More than once she asked Debbie or me 
“when’s my penis going to grow?” For 
a couple of years my running joke with 
other new parents was that Sara could 
be whatever gender she wanted, but I 
wasn’t going to pay for any operations.

Occasionally, Sara would refuse to 
go with me to the men’s room — which 
tend to be stinky and sticky — forcing 
me to hold it until we got home. Once, 
after we’d dined at an IHOP on Lom-
bard Street, I badly needed to relieve 
myself. But no matter what I said I 
couldn’t cajole Sara to come with me.

“I’ll stay here,” she insisted, as 
she used the complimentary crayons 
to color the paper placemat she’d been 
given.

I looked around the restaurant, 
which was sparsely populated with 
tourists, the elderly, and another family 
or two. The bathroom was behind the 
kitchen and down a hallway. Thoughts 
of baby snatchings popped into my 
head. Still, I really had to go.

“Wait right here. Don’t go any-
where, no matter what,” I said firmly.

“Okay,” Sara smiled at me, looking 
like she’d just been given the keys to a 
new sports car.

I ran to the bathroom, looking 
behind me to keep an eye on Sara as 
long as possible. I went in. The door au-
tomatically closed behind me. I pulled it 
back open and strode down the hallway 
far enough to see Sara. I could see the 

top of her head, her brownish-red hair 
looking like a messy nest, as she bent 
over her drawing. I went back into the 
men’s room. The door closed behind me. 
I walked to the urinal and unzipped 
my pants. 

“Shoot,” I muttered to myself, 
nervously. I zipped my pants back up 
and strode out of the bathroom. Sara 
was still coloring. I went back to the 
bathroom, and finally finished my 
business.

After Sara turned five she began 
to embrace her girl identity, and com-
pletely balked at going into the men’s 
room. The shark was jumped, so to 
speak, when, after a couple of years of 
doing so, she refused to get dressed in 
the boy’s bathroom at the swimming 
class I took her to in Half Moon Bay. 

I couldn’t blame her for not wanting 
to use that bathroom, regardless of its 
gender designation. It was cramped, 
the toilet and shower stalls located 
hard on the small dressing area, the 
floors swampy with pool and shower 
water. At least I hoped that it was only 
water. Even I disliked it. Meanwhile, 

a peek at the girl’s room indicated an 
ample-sized, carpeted dressing area 
well separated from the toilets.

The problem was, Sara refused 
to get dressed alone. She wanted me 
to help her. After we argued about it, 
I convinced myself that I was simply 
doing a father’s duty, and went into the 
girl’s room with her. 

We put our belongings down on one 
of the benches, and Sara got into her 
bathing suit. A younger girl started to 
chat us up, asking where we got Sara’s 
goggles, and what ribbon — the school 
awarded different colored stripes for 
various milestones — she was working 
on. All around us, though, girls older 
than Sara and their mothers were ner-
vously eyeing me. The air began to feel 
heavy. I suddenly became aware that I 
was in, well, the girl’s dressing room. I 
had infiltrated the “iron stall,” going 
to a place no man is supposed to go. 
After Sara had finished, we gathered 
our stuff and hurried out.

As I watched Sara’s swimming les-
son, one of the facility’s teenage clerks 
walked up to me.

“Mr. Moss, the manager wants to 
speak with you.”

I followed the young woman to 
the reception area. As I approached a 
30-something Asian-American woman 
who’d been talking to the manager, and 
who I recognized from the girl’s room, 
gave me a sharp glance, and scuttled 
away.

“Mr. Moss,” said the manager, as 
I stood at the counter, “you can’t go 
into the girl’s room. You’ll need to get 
your daughter dressed in the boy’s 
bathroom.”

“My daughter doesn’t want to get 
dressed there anymore. She’s a girl.” 

“I understand, but you can’t go into 
the girl’s room.”

“But she can’t get dressed without 
my help.” I stared at the manager. She 
stared back at me. A co-worker, who’d 
been listening to the conversation, 
stepped up.

“Why don’t you get dressed in the 
workout room? No one goes in there 
anyway.”

And that’s what happened. For the 
next several months, before and after 
each Friday afternoon class, we’d go 
into the small, unused, workout room, 
and unpack Sara’s clothes. She’d get 
dressed standing between the bench 
press and the stair master. 

The space was ample, and private. 

THE DADDY HANDBOOK page 14 
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Potrero Hill is a great place to call home. I know 
because over the past decade, I’ve helped dozens 

of clients find their perfect spot on the Hill. I found 
mine and have lived here for 20 years. 

When you’re considering your next move, 
let me earn your business.

The Realtor on the Hill, For People on the Hill 
—and our Potrero O
ce’s #1 Top Producer 

for the 2nd year in a row!

Wes Freas
REALTOR®, Top Producer, 

Potrero Hill Resident

415.426.3225 tel/fax
415.518.6538 cell

wesfreas@zephyrsf.com

I’m local. I’m Zephyr.

REALTOR®, Top Producer, 
Potrero Hill Resident

415.426.3225 tel/fax
415.518.6538 cell

wesfreas@zephyrsf.com

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
Reference Drop-In, One-On-One Help at the Computer. Do you have ques-
tions on how to use computers and the Internet, how to download eBooks to 
your device, or how to use the library’s databases? Have a reference question 
that requires time to answer? Come to Reference Drop-In, where you’ll get 
one on one time with a librarian to help answer your toughest conundrums! 
Wednesdays, April 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Baseball season is here. Light refreshments will be available as part of this 
Thursday, 3 p.m., film series. April 3: The Natural. An average baseball 
player comes out of seemingly nowhere to become a legendary player with 
almost divine talent. Rated PG. 134 minutes. April 10: 42. 42 tells the story 
of Jackie Robinson, the first African-American to play in American Major 
League Baseball, and focuses on the two years after he entered the game in 
1947. Rated PG-13. 128 minutes. April 17: Bull Durham. A blend of comedy, 
drama and romance, Bull Durham follows the lives of three characters 
brought together by the great American pastime. Rated R. 108 minutes. April 
24: Mr. 3000. Bernie Mac stars as Stan Ross, an over-the-hill baseball star 
also known as Mr. 3000. Ross retired after making what he thought was 
his 3,000th base hit for the Milwaukee Brewers, but complications arise. 
The 47-year-old, out-of-shape ball player returns to the game intending to 
stay only as long as it takes to get the hits he needs, but along the way he 
rediscovers his love for the game. Rated PG-13. 104 minutes.

Will Writing Seminar. Stuart Bronstein, San Francisco estate planning and 
probate lawyer for more than 30 years, helps participants create a fully 
functional will. Bring a blue ink non-erasable pen. Class size is limited to 
15. To sign up or for more information, contact Lisa at lisa.fagundes@sfpl.
org or call 355.2822. Wednesday, April 2, 6 to 7:30 p.m.

PROGRAMS FOR TEENS
Game On! Come play PS3 games on our big screen. We have a selection, 
or you can bring your own T- or E- rated games to share. Challenge your 
friends to determine who is the ultimate gamer. Ages nine to 19 welcome. 
Tuesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 4 to 6 p.m. 

10-hour SAT Workshop. Basic SAT workshop: Students who have scored 
below 1150 on the SAT or are taking the exams for the first time will be the 
focus of this class. Participants will be given exit sample tests to ensure 
that their scores have improved from practice. There’s a limit of 25 students 
per class. Registration is online only: edupath.org/sf. The class is full, but 
you can still sign up for the wait list. Sundays, April 6, 13, 20, and 27 1:30 
to 4 p.m.

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN

Charlie Hope Sings. His music is melodic, interactive and sing-able! Whether 
you’re a parent or a child, you’ll want to stomp your feet, become a train 
or roar like a lion! Winner of Canada’s prestigious 2010 Juno Award, her 
latest CD, Sing As We Go! has been nominated for 2014 Juno Award. Catch 
one of Charlie’s twelve shows during her Bay Area tour. Thursday, April 
10, 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.

Basic Bicycle Repair and Safety for Kids. Love to ride? Learn basic bike 
safety and repair! Our librarian and bicyclist Doreen teach you how to fix 
a flat tire, keep your chain in place, and adjust your bike as you grow! We’ll 
also cover basic safety skills for riding around town. There’ll be a raffle at 
the end of the workshop! Saturday April 19, 4 to 5 p.m.

Baby Rhyme and PlayTime. For infants up to eighteen months-old and their 
caregiver. Tuesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 1:15 to 1:45 p.m. 

Family Storytime. Featuring stories, songs and rhymes. For children from 
birth to five years old and their caregiver. Thursdays April 3, 10, 17, and 
24, 10:30 to 11 a.m. and 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 

Fun Flicks. This film program is offered every second Wednesday of the 
month and includes short movies based on children’s books and stories. This 
month’s films are: I, Crocodile; Madeline; The Foolish Frog. For children 
three to eight. Bring a snack and enjoy the show! Wednesday April 9, 6:30 
to 7:15 p.m. 

Library News BY LISA FAGUNDES,  LIBRARIAN
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But something about it felt awkward. 
Sara didn’t like being segregated into 
this weighty no-man’s land. It made 
her feel like she was different than her 
swim classmates. She wasn’t a girl, 
getting dressed with her mom; or a boy 
with his dad. She was a daughter who 
changed her clothes with her daddy, 
something the swimming school, and 
the parents who took their children 
there, had signaled wasn’t quite right, 
or at least not normal. 

We didn’t discuss it, but before 
long, though Sara was still two ribbons 
short of graduating, we stopped going 
to swimming lessons. And then she 
stopped going into men’s rooms alto-
gether. We haven’t been into one since.

Handbook Tips: How to Avoid 
Changing Diapers
—You may not have noticed, since 

using a urinal can make them almost 

a hands-free experience, but public 

restrooms are nasty. You’ll want to 

shield your loved ones from their 

worst offenses. Double wrap the toilet 

seat with those paper jobbies that are 

generally available. Remember, what-

ever your baby touches, eventually 

reaches her mouth, and then yours. 

—Get a cool “diaper bag” — check 

out the bicycle messenger bags at 

Rickshaw or Sports Basement — and 

make sure to always stow the key 

equipment: wipes, hand sanitizer, an 

extra diaper or two, and a fifth of your 

beverage of choice, which can serve 

as both an antiseptic and personal 

calmative in a pinch.

—There’s going to be a lot of poop: up 

to five times a day, for more than two 

years. The best way to avoid having 

to deal with it is not being around 

when it happens. Carefully study your 

baby’s behavior to discover their tell. 

It could be a certain kind of grimace, 

THE DADDY HANDBOOK next page  
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Mayor Lee: Support the Middle Class in San Francisco

We depend on skilled professionals like Neal Patel to keep 
the water flowing, buses moving, hospitals open, and all  
the other things our city needs to operate. Let’s support 
a long delayed 5% cost of living raise. Because while we 
can’t correct every wage inequity in San Francisco, we can 
start with more than 4,000 city employees. 

Learn more at 21UnsungHeroes.org.

LOCAL 21 – PROFESSIONAL PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

HE’S SKILLED.
HE’S YOUR NEIGHBOR.

HE KEEPS  
THE CITY MOVING. 

5% 
FOR

FAIRNESS

NEAL PATEL Transit Planner

COME BE PART OF A WARM,
WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE

FAITH COMMUNITY

ST. TERESA OF AVILA  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
SERVED BY THE CARMELITES

   

EASTER TRIDUUM 
Holy Thursday 

7:30pm 
 

Good Friday 
12:15pm 

 

 Holy Saturday,  
Easter Vigil 

8:30pm 
 

Easter Sunday 
8:30 & 10:00am 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

PARISH OFFICE (MAILING ADDRESS)
390 Missouri St, San Francisco, CA  94107 

Email:  info@stteresasf.org 
   StTeresaSF.org

Palm Sunday, April 13 
Saturday Vigil:  4:15pm 

Palm Sunday, 8:30 & 10am 
 

Weekday Lenten Masses 
  Tuesdays  8:30am    
  Wednesdays        6:15pm  
  Fridays            8:30am 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

FOLLOWING THE   
10AM MASS ON 
EASTER SUNDAY 

19TH STREET
AT CONNECTICUT

Vermont Street Park Open for Donations
BY AMBER HAWKINS

Community members launched 
efforts to create the Vermont Street 
Park, located at the southern base of 
McKinley Square, adjacent to Highway 
101, in 2009. Five years later the project 
continues to evolve, and recently became 
fiscally sponsored by the San Francisco 
Parks Alliance, enabling it to receive 
tax-deductible donations. 

The park, originally little more than 
an uneven asphalt pad with a retaining 
wall, was previously a garbage-strewn, 
graffiti-tagged area that drew negative 
activity. According to the park’s web-
site, the goal is to “…create a multi-use 
destination that is interactive, sustain-
able and first-of-its kind, with a focus 
on promoting creativity, learning, and 
wellness for the whole community.”

“We wanted positive use of the 
space from the community to help 
remove the negative elements that were 
attracted there on a daily basis. We hope 
to see families and other members of the 
community of all ages using the space. It 
would be great to see parents exercising 
alongside their children playing in the 
park,” said park founder Jennifer Lee 
King, a Vermont Street resident. Plans 
include the creation of a children’s park, 
an adult exercise area, and a community 
garden. 

With support from the San Fran-
cisco Department of Public Works and 
California Department of Transporta-
tion, a mural has been installed on the 

wall, and the area has been leveled. “It’s 
safer now and I’m so happy to already 
see people in the community using the 
space, throwing balls with their kids 
and pets,” said King. 

“Instead of spending our energy 
complaining about what’s happening, 
we wanted to do something about it,” 
said Vermont Street resident Graham 
Jeong. “After doing our research, we 
learned that simple things like light-
ing, playground structures, community 
garden space, plants, and murals can do 
wonders for turning “dark corners” into 
a really fun, active environment. Our 
vision is to make sure we consider the 
diversity of our neighbors and provide 
a little something for everyone; like 
adult fitness equipment that folks can 
use regardless if they have kids or not.“ 

According to Vermont Street resi-
dent Stephanie Wong, “What we’ve 
learned thus far is that this is a big 
project and we can’t do it alone. All of 

us are volunteering our time in-between 
our day jobs, business ownership, and 
families. Today our focus is raising 
money and awareness so that we can 
continue to gather folks to help own 
this space with us. It really does take a 
village! We’re not only wanting to create 
this space, but we’ll need to maintain it 
as well. Those are our biggest challenges 
to date, and we’re learning along the 
way.”

“We can always use pro-bono 
services, which may be tax deductible 
also. We’re going to need an irrigation 
system in there, maybe more lighting, 
contractors, lumber for the gardening 
beds and funding for it all,” said King.

For more information, vermont-
streetpark.org. 
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AFFORDABLE CARE from page 7

or maybe a low grunting sound. Then, 

when it appears, don’t panic. Just 

nonchalantly find a way to get out 

of there. A few possibilities: “Honey, 

I’m going out to get you some flow-

ers, you deserve it!” Or, if that takes 

too long, “I just forgot, I left the car 

running!” 

This is an excerpt from The Daddy 
Handbook, a book by View editor 
Steven Moss, sections from which will 
appear in the paper throughout 2014. 
He’s looking for a publisher for this 
work. Fellow parents are encouraged to 
write in with their experiences: editor@
potreroview.net.

federal poverty level of 138 percent 
that are enrolled in Healthy San Fran-
cisco, became eligible for Medi-Cal 
and Covered California on January 1.”

Cohen said that one of the best 
things about Covered California is 
that it’s available to all income levels, 
not just low-income individuals. “I 
intend to do what I can to ensure 
that the neighbors that I represent in 
Potrero Hill, Visitacion Valley, and 
Bayview are able to take advantage of 
Covered California.”

People who don’t have coverage 
starting this month will be fined when 
they file their 2015 income taxes, a 
penalty that will increase over time.

To raise funds for the park, the Vermont Street 

collective has designed several eye-catching 

t-shirts and bags, which are sold online and 

at local stores such as Christopher’s Books. 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY VERMONT STREET PARK 
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TO

THE GREAT COMPOST
TO

THE GREAT COMPOST

SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2014, 8 AM – NOON

THANKS FOR MAKING SAN FRANCISCO A LITTLE GREENER.
San Francisco is now 80 percent of the 
way to Zero Waste thanks to the recycling 
and composting you do every day. In 
appreciation of your e�orts, Recology will 
give up to 10 gallons of gourmet planting 

mix to people who come to the Compost 
Giveaway. Join us at one of the following 
locations to pick up your free compost 
made from food scraps and plants collected 
in San Francisco!

THIS IS A BRING YOUR OWN BUCKET EVENT!
recologysf.com  @Recology_  facebook.com/Recology

Marina Green
200 Marina Blvd.
(across from Safeway)

McLaren Park
21 John F. Shelley Dr.
(Amphitheater Upper Parking Lot)

Ocean Beach
850 Great Highway
(between Lincoln Way and Fulton St.)

To register, visit  recology.eventbrite.com

Golden Gate Park CommUNITY Garden
780 Frederick St. (near Arguello St.)

DRIVE-THROUGH SITES

WALK-IN ONLY SITE (NO VEHICLES ALLOWED)

(between Lincoln Way and Fulton St.)

SPONSORS

This is the second in a series of View 
interviews with principals of public 
schools located in the neighborhood. A 
different school will be featured monthly 
throughout the spring.

Ellen Wong is in her second year as 
principal at Downtown High School. 
She’d previously served as assistant 
principal for three years. 

View: What should the community know 
about Downtown High School?

Wong: The community should know 
that we are a continuation high school. 
This means students are assigned to 
us. They don’t choose us as a school. 
A continuation high school, as defined 
by California educational code, serves 
students that are at least 16 years old and 
have not been successful at their compre-
hensive schools. In our school district, 
students are referred by their school to 
the Pupil Services Department. We are 
one of two continuation high schools in 
the district. The other one is Ida B. Wells, 
which is located in the Fillmore. They 
have a choice of which one they would 
like to attend. At a comprehensive school 
they are on a semester system, while at 
the continuation schools we are on a 
quarter system. With the quarter system 
students earn final grades every nine 
weeks. So in the eye of the student, it is 

Downtown High School Principal 
Discusses Opportunities and Challenges

science, they do habitat restoration at 
McLaren Park and Heron’s Head Park. 
Another project has a food theme and 
they go and volunteer at the Food Bank 
packing food. They have also volunteered 
at Glide Memorial serving meals. I have 
another project that is an experiential 
project where the students run the ropes 
course at Fort Miley once a week.

View: Is there a workforce development 
component?

Wong: We have a workforce develop-
ment partnership with Jewish Vocational 
Services where the students are in a one-
year program and they stay after school 
and do workshops on job skills. Then 
they do an internship in the spring. For 
the last three years, this has been with 
Rec and Park. Some of the students who 
do well, then get summer jobs with Rec 
and Park, or some move into part-time 
jobs after they graduate. JVS also has 
other opportunities for successful gradu-
ates from Downtown where they can be 
working in other industries.

View: What about graduation rates?
Wong: The rate itself can be tricky 

because it is calculated based on incom-
ing ninth graders and we are not typical. 
So typically we would have 50 to 60 
graduates a year, and our graduates can 
graduate every nine weeks because we 
are giving final report cards.

Principal of Downtown High School, Ellen Wong. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEJANDRINA HERNANDEZ

faster because they are earning it sooner. 
They do not have to wait four months to 
earn credits. 

View: Is it still broken down into tradi-
tional grades, such as ninth, tenth, and 
the like?

Wong: Yes. So typically a 16-year-old 
student is a third-year student, but when 
they come to us we break them down by 
grades according to their credits. So if 
you are 16-years-old and you come to 
me with five credits, then you are in the 
ninth grade. 

View: What else should people know 
about the school?

Wong: Well, we are a wholly project-
based school. This means we have six 
projects taught by two teachers. They 
develop interdisciplinary, thematic 
project-based curriculum. Our curricu-
lum is on a semester basis even though 
the grades are on a quarter basis. So 
students get to choose a project based 
on their interest. For instance, one of 
our projects has a music theme and 
students get to learn to play instruments. 
Another project has a drama theme. We 
have a partnership with the American 
Conservatory Theater and the students 
are receiving acting lessons from one of 
their core actors. Other projects integrate 
community service. One of the projects, 
where the major theme is environmental 

BY  L IZ  MELCHOR

View: How many students are from the 
neighborhood?

Wong: We serve students from all 
over San Francisco, but our students 
primarily come from the Southeast cor-
ridor of the City: Bayview-Hunters point, 
the Mission, Potrero Hill, Excelsior. 
Four percent of the kids at Downtown 
are from Potrero Hill specifically. Typi-
cally, the students who come from the 
neighborhood are referred to us from 
International Studies Academy.

View: What are some recent and ongoing 
initiatives?

Wong: Some of the neighbors may 
have noticed that on the Kansas Street-
side of campus, we are restoring the 
native garden. We have also enlarged 

DOWNTOWN page 18 
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Kelly: I’m thinking about becoming a nurse 
or pharmacist. I want to work in medicine. I’m 
inspired by everything. I work with second and 
third graders at Buena Vista. I love being with 
them. The kids make me very happy.

When I first came to Downtown, I hated 
everything about it. Then something changed. I 
used to be very shy, and didn’t like reading when 
I was at Lincoln High—a much larger school. 
The program began to help me a lot. I started 
practicing public speaking. I was able to do things 
that were out of my comfort zone. Then I began 
to like it. The projects are really fun, and I’m 
actually learning a lot. When I got to Downtown, 
I felt like an outsider but as I began to hear other 
people’s stories, I realized I could relate. I became 
an insider. The teachers build communication with 
their students in an effort to support them. This is 
my last semester. I graduate in May. 

Donnie: Downtown is kind of cool. It’s not too 
hard. I’ll graduate next year.

I want to do something music- or sports-
related. I’m inspired by people who know how 
to fight through struggle. If you know how to 
fight through a struggle, I will look up to you in a 
certain way. In the sports world, I like people who 
have lost something but keep going strong, like 
Kaepernick, the quarterback for the 49ers. My 
mom has been through a lot but she’s able to keep 
a positive mind

David: I’m inspired by the hard work I see 
everyday by my parents. When I was born, we 
didn’t have much. Now, we enjoy some luxuries 
in life. Coming to Downtown High School has 
been a life-changing experience for me. Before, I 
barely used to go to school—which is the reason 
I’m here. But now I feel like it was a wake-up call. 
I’ve learned more here than I had at a traditional 
high school. I love the projects here. I’ve learned 
so many real-life issues. I’m scheduled to graduate 
this May. I’m really excited.

I’m planning to get a general contractor’s 
license. I’ve been working for my dad, who owns a 
construction company, for two years. I’ve learned 
a lot, and I still want to learn more. During the 
summer, I go there all day everyday. Most of the 
time I’m on site but he’s also teaching me how to 
do proposals. One day, I hope to actually run it, 
so my dad won’t have to worry about anything 
anymore. I plan to become a civil engineer. My 
brother wants to become an architect—and we can 
work together. We’re really close, and close with 
my dad. 

Elsy: I want to be a lawyer or work for the FBI. 
I’m interested in a lot of things, but I really want 
to help people. I like debating. I’m on the debate 
team, and we’re debating the Merida Initiative. 

I have many goals for my education. I am trying 
to be someone in life. My mom really inspires me 
because she grew up in a harsh environment. 
She grew up in Mexico and was kicked out of her 
house. She came here and learned English, then 
became a young mother. She had to struggle. She 
was without many resources, and wasn’t able to 
do the things she wanted to do.

Downtown is interesting. The teachers don’t 
just teach you. They want you to show them 
what you’ve learned it. I never thought I would 
come here but then I did. It is a little hard to not 
have an open campus. But it is a good school. 
I’m graduating early, at age 17. I’ll be starting 
at community college right away. I’m hoping to 
eventually get into Stanford.

Aries: Last year I came to Downtown when 
my other school closed. I like small schools, so 
Downtown has been perfect for me. It’s like a 
family. There’s around 150 students here. I live in 
Hunters Point and like to spend time with my dog. 
I like to stay home, but my mom wishes I would 
spend more time going out with friends.

When I graduate I’d like to do something with 
animals, maybe marine biology. It’s not that I 
don’t get along with people. I’m very inspired by 
animals. I like working by myself.

Runel: Downtown has been a good school. 
I have many good friends here. I live in Bernal 
Heights. I’m getting my credits pretty fast. My 
classes are fun. I always get attached to a class, 
and it’s hard to move on to a new one. I’ll be 
graduating in June, and I’m done. I’ll go to City 
College to study mechanical engineering. But I’m 
not sure what I’d like to do for a profession yet. 

I’m inspired by my friends who are always there 
for me. I love playing sports, but I can’t play right 
now—I hurt my back. I like to run, bike and be 
outside. I have a lot of energy. 

Downtown High School Students
PHOTOGRAPHS AND INTERVIEWS  BY JENNIFER DURRANT
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DOWNTOWN from page 16Franklin Square Group Seeks Money for Park Improvements

At 7 p.m. on a rainy winter night, 
14 people gathered on the fifth floor of 
Sports Basement at 15th and Bryant 
streets. Two-thirds of the group live 
near Franklin Square, and use the 
park frequently. Their goal: make park 
improvements.

“We use the park all the time,” 
said Jolene Yee, a wife and parent. 
With her husband, Jeff Smith, Yee is 
leading Friends of Franklin Square, a 
volunteer group dedicated to nurtur-
ing a safe and attractive park. Like 
the Friends of Jackson Playground, 
FoFS is applying for a Community Op-
portunity Fund grant to support park 
improvements. At the top of FoFS’s 
meeting agenda was safety.

“Unfortunately, [hypodermic] 
needles were also found in our play-
ground,” Yee said, referring to syring-
es found in Jackson Playground. “We 
are trying to get capital improvements 
made to address these areas and try 
and deter negative behavior. 

Bryant Street resident Michael 
Priddy cited other problems, such as 
garbage, drug dealing, and human 
waste in the park. Also of concern 
are homeless encampments, which 
popped up on the park’s west side last 
fall. In January, police closed about 10 
campsites at the park. “Since then it’s 
been pretty clear,” Priddy said. 

The police can’t solve what’s go-
ing on there,” Priddy told the group. 
The San Francisco Police Depart-
ment’s Mission Station recommends 

BY  KE ITH  BURBANK

that residents “activate” the park to 
discourage negative behavior, he said. 
Ideas for increasing healthy activities 
include the construction of a dog run, 
installation of adult fitness equipment, 
and food trucks. “We are also hoping to 
really energize the park with potential 
farmer[‘s] market days,” Yee said. 

The Sports Basement meeting was 
the second of three gatherings required 
to apply for the grant. This year the 
Community Opportunity Fund is 
making $1.2 million dollars avail-
able for park improvements. At most, 
$500,000 is available to an individual 
park, which must use the money for 
capital improvements, work that’s per-
manently fixed to park property and 
is an investment in the park’s future. 

Priddy suggested that the group 
solicit more feedback from the com-
munity as to what enhancements it 

wants to see. If improvements are 
made, and they don’t attract people, 
then the group would have wasted its 
time, he said. In addition to capital 
investments, meeting attendees 
discussed trimming or removing the 
trees on the park’s west side, where 
the homeless were camping. Ac-
cording to Smith, it costs $10,000 to 
remove an individual tree; trimming 
a tree can cost $5,000. “It does create 
a much darker area of the park, he 
said of the west side foliage. 

FoFS is considering adding lights 
to the park, from the corner of 16th 
and Bryant to the disability ramp on 
17th Street. And the group obtained a 
bid for installing a fence around all or 
part the soccer fields. Kids playing in 
the playground, which was installed 
less than 10 years ago ,are getting hit 
by soccer balls.

PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEJANDRINA HERNANDEZ

the green footprint with the removal of 
several hundred square feet of concrete. 
This is the eighth year for Downtown 
High School in this building. Before us, 
ISA was here. There were some redwoods 
planted on that side that ISA must have 
planted. We had to enlarge the basin 
there for the health of the trees. The other 
thing we are hoping to do, coming up in 
the summer of 2015, is apply for a grant 
to build an edible garden in our upper 
schoolyard. We currently don’t really 
need that space as activity space, and this 
will allow it to become a learning space. 
We have some visions, but we aren’t 
quite there yet; first we have to get our 
grant. Part of the vision is to invite the 
community and other schools to visit us.

View: What about other physical 
improvements?

Wong: We just went through the 
Proposition A bond. That was completed 
in the summer of 2011. The school had a 
facelift. It is a very welcoming space for 
our students. We receive many positive 
comments from visitors about how clean 
the school is, that there is no graffiti, and 
what a great space it is.

View: How can the community volunteer 
or get involved?

Wong: We would love to get some 
academic tutors. We want to have 
tutors specifically for the California 
High School Exit Exam. We don’t offer 
test prep classes as part of the regular 

DOWNTOWN next page 

LEEDing the Way…Building a Sustainable Future

1601 Mariposa

Since developing one of the nation’s first LEED Gold residential buildings, Related has been a market leader in environmentally-conscious real 
estate development and operations. 1601 Mariposa is no exception and will embody industry leading sustainable practices, which will enhance 

the community and neighborhood experience. Our goal is to promote an active and healthy lifestyle. 

1601 Mariposa will be built under LEED Silver standards, but our commitment to sustainability extends well  beyond the foundation and structure. 
We believe residents and neighbors appreciate making environmentally responsible choices so we have developed a number of services and 
amenities that will make “living green” easy and economical for everyone. 

For more information about the proposed project and to contact us, 
please visit www.1601mariposa.com. 

This is one in series of updates we will be providing to the community.

Operations & Resident 
Lifestyle

Energy efficient 
units featuring 

Energy Star 
appliances & 
water saving 

plumbing 
fixtures

Use of 
environmentally 

safe & 
sustainable 

housekeeping 
products by 
trained staff

Alternative Modes of Transit – 1:1 
bike parking per bedroom, car 

sharing 3 x city requirement, and 
EV charging stations

Enhanced building recycling including 
fluorescent lamps, batteries, and clothing 

Sustainable Construction 
& Design

Exceeds California’s energy 
efficiency requirements

Use of recycled 
materials and Low/
No VOC coatings & 

finishes 

Water efficient 
landscaping/irrigation, 

and on-sight storm-
water management

Rooftop solar hot 
water generation
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DOWNTOWN from page 18

B Y  K E I T H  B U R B A N K

Friends of Jackson Playground Seeking Money for Improvements

One winter evening five moms 
gathered with other Potrero Hill res-
idents at St. Teresa Avila Church. It 
wasn’t a prayer meeting; the mothers 
wanted to know what improvements 
residents hoped to see at Jackson 
Playground. At the top of the list 
were safety improvements. 

“I stopped going to the park for 
a while,” said Meghan Sheedy, who 
recalled how last year parents found 
multiple syringes in the park’s sand-
box, one of which stuck a toddler. 
Sheedy, along with Ayse Hortacsu, 
Katie Gudiksen, Briony Doyle, and 
Kathleen Doherty organized the 
meeting as members of Fr iends 
of Jackson Playground, which is 
applying for a Community Oppor-
tunity Fund grant to help pay for 
park improvements. Input from that 
meeting and two others will inform 
the mothers just what upgrades to 
include in their grant application.

“Obviously, the thing to get rid 
of is the sand,” said Bayview Sta-
tion Captain Robert O’Sullivan, 
San Francisco Police Department. 
“That’s my biggest concern.” Some 
meeting participants favored replac-
ing the sand with a rubber surface, 
which can be sanitized. Others 
asked if the sandy area could be 
covered and locked at night. Either 
strategy would serve to place any 
discarded syringes or other harm-
ful items in plain sight. According 
to Steve Cismowski, park manager, 

school day. We do have afterschool 
programming. We have some enrichment 
programming. Students can take a cook-
ing class once a week. We have weight 
training and aerobic/cardio activities 
twice a week. And we have online classes 
every day so students can do credit recov-
ery. We have a debate team after school. 
But it would be great to have access to 
some tutors in the neighborhood during 
specific times of the year to work with 
our students to give them the skills they 
need for the exit exam. They can contact 
us directly, but as a tutor they will need to 
register with the San Francisco Educa-
tion Fund (www.sfedfund.org) in order to 
be fingerprinted, TB tested, and attend 
an orientation. 

View: What are some current challenges?
Wong: Many of our students have 

truancy issues, so keeping the students 
engaged and making sure they come to 
school is always our biggest challenge. 

View: What are some current strengths?
Wong: We have a really dedicated 

staff. It takes a lot for them to develop 
curriculum. It is not something they can 
take off the shelf. It is something that 
the teachers have to create. The projects 
really work for our students because each 
project is a small learning community. 
You really get to know your teachers 
well, and they get to know the students. 
Those relationships are really important 
to keeping the students engaged and 
coming to school. 

JACKSON PARK page 21 

San Francisco Recreation and Park 
Department (RPD), the department 
hasn’t found a cover system that 
meets safety standards. 

The Community Opportunity 
Fund is offering $1.2 million this 
year to support improvements to 
parks located on RPD land. Each 
project can secure up to $500,000, 
which must be used to permanently 
fix park property or reflect an in-
vestment in the park’s future. Three 
cr iter ia are applied to evaluate 
proposals: they must either reduce 
maintenance or improve aesthetics; 
have broad community support; 
and a complete design, budget, and 
schedule must be included in the 
application. Cismowski said the 
department wants “shovel-ready” 
submissions.

Cismowski told residents that 
the department will start enforcing 
park hours soon. Though signs have 
indicated park hours for some time, 
they were unenforceable, Cismowski 
said. But last year the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors passed a law 
that makes enforcement possible. 
According to Connie Chan, RPD 
deputy director of public affairs, 
the department’s patrol officers will 
coordinate enforcement with the San 
Francisco Police Department. 

Children at play in the sand at Jackson Park, 
one of the City’s few parks with sand-filled 
play areas. While unpopular with parents and 
cleaning crews, the sand remains a favorite with 
children. PHOTOGRAPH BY J. DURRANT.
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2 Connecticut Street (between 16th & 17th)
415-621-5055 / www.concentra.com

Monday through Friday, 7 am to 7 pm
Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm

Nearby Downtown Location: 26 California Street 415-781-7077

**Most insurance accepted or use our reasonable self pay service.**

Urgent Care Center with complete services  
for nonlife-threatening illness or injury.

Urgent Care  
here in Potrero Hill

.

Get a Job
BY MAURI SCHWARTZ

The View asked Hill resident and career 

expert Mauri Schwartz to answer questions 

from job seekers.

Q: I’ve been invited to interview with a company that 
really interests me. What should I do to prepare?

A:  Many clients ask me to help them prepare for an 
interview. The first thing I do is send them a copy of 
my Interview Prep Guide, which has helped previous 
clients conduct successful interviews. Then I start 
asking questions about the interview itself. 

How long is the interview scheduled? Most often I get 
this response, “I don’t know. How long do you think 
it’ll be?” If the person who schedules you doesn’t 
offer this information, you should ask. I mean, you do 
have a life besides this one meeting, don’t you? It’s 
perfectly acceptable for you to ask how much time 
you need to set aside.

Who will you be meeting with? “I don’t know; they 
didn’t tell me.” Here again, you should know whether 
you’ll be meeting with Human Resources only, or HR 
plus the hiring manager. If any of the interviewers 
are peers, there will likely be technical questions. 
You’ll want to know if you’re going to be meeting 
with multiple people at once. Even if you don’t get 
the names of the interviewers, you should know 
their title/role/relationship to the position for which 
you’re being considered. Then you can do additional 
research by looking them up on LinkedIn, or even on 
the company’s web site. 

Here are some ways to phrase questions to get the 
information you need:
 • How long should I plan to be there?
 • Can you please tell me who will be meeting  
   with me? Will I be meeting with each person  
  individually, or several at once?
 • If this interview goes well, what are the fol- 
  low-up steps? Will there be more interviews?

The answers to these questions will help you prepare 
to conduct a successful interview. Knowing the level 
or function of each person in advance will tell you 
whether or not the conversation will be high level, 
technical, or possibly deal with HR/salary issues. 

You can ace the Interview! Good luck! 

Mauri Schwartz is President / CEO of Career Insiders 
www.CareerInsiders.com

Remember the View... 
In your will or trust.
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District 10 Supervisor Malia 
Cohen, who attended the meeting, 
said other City money may be avail-
able for improvements to Jackson 
Playground. If approved by voters 
this November, the City’s proposed 
soda tax could raise roughly $31 
million, which would be split among 
RPD, the San Francisco Unified 
School District, the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health, the 
San Francisco Public Utilities Com-
mission, and community organiza-
tions. RPD would get 20 percent of 
the tax proceeds. 

“The last time the park was 
considerably renovated was 1959,” 
Cismowski said. The playground 
equipment is about 15 years old and 
at the end of its useful life. Cismowski 
said it’s likely that playground safety 
codes have been updated since the 
existing equipment was installed. 

In the longer term, Friends of 
Jackson Playground want to renovate 
the park’s clubhouse, which was 
moved to the playground in 1959; 
the facility had been located near 
the basketball courts. Roughly six 
years ago, someone noticed that part 
of the clubhouse’s floor was “really 
spongy.” It turned out that some of 

the piers or posts supporting the 
structure had been degraded by one 
or more of the underground creeks 
that traverse the area, and needed to 
be shored up. According to Cismows-
ki, the shoring work was completed 
and the work passed inspection. But 
when asked when the inspection 
passed, Chan said the department 
doesn’t have a record of it. 

The park’s irr igation system 
hasn’t been updated since 1959. “So, 
it’s a real bear for us to maintain 
that,” Cismowski said of the park’s 
field. He proposed synthetic turf, 
an option that didn’t garner much 
support among meeting attendees. 

During the meeting Cismowski 
said he believed RPD has signifi-
cant funds to dedicate to Jackson 
Playground. But after the gathering, 
when asked how much money would 
be available, he declined to say. 
He said the amount is speculative, 
depending on the economy and how 
much development occurs in the City, 
implying that the funds to which 
he was referred would come from 
development fees.

Potrero Hill Mini Park at 901 Arkansas Street 
is an example of a recently renovated park 
which has cushion-filled flooring under the play 
structure and an absence of sand. PHOTOGRAPH 

BY CHERYL SHANKS

JB’s: Restaurant, 
Delicatessen or Diner?

BY SERGIO NIBBI

It took more than 60 years for a 
simple two-car garage tucked under 
an ordinary 17th Street apartment to 
morph into a well-known and highly 
successful neighborhood eatery. Along 
the way, the space hosted a series of 
businesses, including one involving 
my family.

In 1952, Marino Nibbi and his 
brother, Pete, bought the 1433 17th 
Street property, and installed their 
first carpentry shop in the garage. In 
a kind of precursor to the legendary 
garage launches of such high-tech 
companies as Hewlett-Packard and 
Apple, the space became a liftoff pad 
for what’s become a well-known and 
respected family business in the Bay 
Area: Nibbi Brothers. 

After a few years the two brothers 
had outgrown the garage. Palestro’s 
Hardware, named after a nice young 
hardware salesman, took over the 
space. The hardware store later made 
way for a delicatessen opened by 
two gentlemen, appropriately named 

“Under Construction.” In the 1970s 
an individual by the name of “John,” 
and whose last name, which started 
with a “B,” escapes me, opened what’s 
now JB’s. 

John operated the business until 
1983, when the present owner, Nasser 
Nasrah, and his cousin, Naiel Nasrah, 
came in to help their uncle Abraham. 
Eventually, Nass and Naiel took over 
the business. In time Nass bought out 
his cousin, and to this day remains 
the owner, along with his lovely wife, 
Reem. 

Having learned the business from 
the ground up and using his family’s 
recipes, Nass expanded the business 
into the popular destination it is today. 
In addition to burgers, sandwiches, 
and salads, a variety of daily specials 
are offered. With the burgeoning com-
mercial trade taking over the neighbor-
hood, catering has been added to the 
daily lineup. 

Available at 5:30 a.m., the breakfast 
menu contains the usual ensemble of 
eggs, omelets, breakfast meats, and of 
course a hearty cup of “Joe” or a frothy 
espresso. Just before the 4 p.m. closing 
time school kids can be seen enjoying a 
late afternoon snack or an early start on 
dinner. I usually call ahead and order 
a cup of the cream of potato soup with 
bacon and the new panini on a freshly 
baked ciabatta roll. Still to be tried 
is the Nutella chocolate and banana 
sandwich; perhaps that qualifies as 
vegan. The food is great; the staff super 
friendly and of course don’t forget to 
pick up the latest issue of the View 
while you’re there. 

The Nibbi Brothers, Mario and Pete in front of 

their first carpenty shop. Below, JB’s restaurant 

opens at 5:30 a.m.  PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF 

SERGIO NIBBI

JACKSON PARK from page 19
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theLab and Little Nib. 
 Take a bite out of  
the Dogpatch.

801 Twenty-second Street; San Francisco
415.489.2881  |  info@thelabcafesf.com

807 Twenty-second Street; San Francisco
415.489.2882  |  infosf@littlenib.com

theLab

For menus & hours visit 
thelabcafesf.com.

A full service restaurant featuring unique 
savory offerings, Recchiuti in�uenced 
sweets, beer, wine and light cocktails.

For hours please see the Our Store 
page on our website recchiuti.com.

Little Nib
A diminutive neighborhood boutique 
outlet by Recchiuti Confections, with 
chocolate, caramel and baked goods.
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Tasty things are
hatching this spring
in Dogpatch.

Visit us to shop, to 
lunch, to drink up!

SPRING PLANT & BAKE SALE: April 13, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Potrero Kids, Daniel Webster campus, 465 Missouri Street.

  G R A D U A T E

OPEN 
STUDIOS

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  A R T  I N S T I T U T E

A R T W O R K

P R O C E S S

R E S E A R C H

S P A C E

M E D I A

SFAI opens the doors of its graduate studios in this 
once-yearly event, offering a rare glimpse into the 
working processes of 150+ contemporary artists.

Third Street Graduate Center (in the American Industrial Center) 
2565 Third Street (between 22nd and 23rd) / Second Floor
San Francisco, CA 94107

S F A I . E D U / O P E N S T U D I O S

INTERESTED IN SFAI’S 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS?
Join the Admissions Open 
House coinciding with 
Graduate Open Studios. Meet 
at the historic 800 Chestnut 
Street campus for tours 
and informational sessions, 
followed by group transport 
to the Graduate Center.

CHECK-IN: 10:45 am
THE DOORS ARE OPEN: 
SFAI.EDU/OPENSTUDIOS

          SATURDAY

APRIL 19
1 2 – 5  P M
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and original Japanese tunes 
featuring soulful bamboo 
flutes and an amazing array 
of ancestral Taiko drums. The 
show will include some sensual 
and colorful traditional dances 
that you’ll not want to miss. 
This concert is part of the for 
the Cherry Blossom celebration. 
$25 to $35. The Creativity 
Theater at the Children’s 
Creativity Museum, 221 Fourth 
Street. Information: creativity.
org or brownpapertickets.com/
event/581030.

Fundraiser: Shake, 
Rattle and Roll with 
SaveNature.org

Join the community for the 
20th annual Bowl-the-Planet 
Party, an evening of unlimited 
bowling, raffles, prizes, all-
you-can eat pizza, and a silent 
auction on 100+ exclusive 
items. The funds raised will 
go toward scholarships that 
provide hands-on, environmental 
science programs to children 
in San Francisco Bay Area 
public schools, more than 3,500 
kids. Tickets: $35 /adults, $15/
children, includes unlimited 
bowling, shoes, and all-you-can-
eat pizza. 5 to 8 p.m. Classic 
Bowling Center, 900 King Drive, 
Daly City. Information and 
tickets: bowltheplanet.org or call 
648.3392

Film: Teenage  
by Matt Wolf
“Teenagers” didn’t 

always exist. This living collage 
of rare archival material, filmed 
portraits, and voices lifted from 
early 20th century diary entries, 
illuminates the evolution of a 
new idea of youth. Teenage is 
an Oscilloscope release, runs 
for 78 minutes, is in English, and 
isn’t yet MPAA rated. Before the 
“teenager” was invented, there 
was no second stage of life. At 
the turn of the century, child 
labor was ending, ‘adolescence’ 
was emerging, and a struggle 
erupted between adults and 
youth. Inspired by Jon Savage’s 
book, Teenage gives voice to 
young people from the first half 
of the 20th century in America, 
England, and Germany; from 
party-crazed flappers and hip 
swing kids to zealous Nazi youth 
and frenzied sub-debs. In each 
generation, adults often mistake 
youthful unrest for an emotional 
right of passage. But history 
proves that rebelling teenagers 
aren’t just claiming their 
independence; they’re shaping 
the future. See website for times 
and price. Landmark Opera 
Plaza Cinema, 601 Van Ness 
Avenue. Information: 771.0183 or 
landmarktheatres.com.

Festival, 24th Street near 
Harrison Street. Information: 
476.3024.

Food: Egg Primer
The egg, a precious 
foodstuff, is often 

relegated to Saturday and 
Sunday mornings; many of us 
are missing out on all the egg 
has to offer. They’re affordable, 
accessible, nutritious, and cook 
quickly. They’re stunning on the 
plate, and can be an entertaining 
topic of dinner time discussion. 
Join Michelle McKenzie for this 
four-hour primer in which we’ll 
explore all of the fascinating 
facets of the egg: history, 
science, nutrition, and both basic 
and advanced cooking methods. 
Tickets: $75. 4 to 8 p.m. 18 
Reasons, 3674—18th Street. 
Information: 18reasons.org

Film: Tengo Talento
Tengo Talento, by Eli 
Jacobs-Fantauzzi, 

is about the new generation 
of talent in Cuba. Travel on 
a journey from Havana to 
Santiago as world-renowned 
artists search for the next 
stars in their respective fields: 
Jazz, Hip Hop and Rumba. The 
film features Julito Padrón, 
Jennyselt Galata Calvo, and 
Yrak Saens. $10; $12 at the door. 
Museum of African Diaspora, 
3316 24th Street. Information: 
ClenchedFistProductions.com

Community: Spring 
Egg Hunt at India Basin 
Shoreline Park

Join friends and neighbors for 
the 15th annual spring egg hunt 
for young and old alike. There 
will be prizes, eggs, candy, with 
a barbeque following the hunt. 
Free. 11 a.m. India Basin Shoreline 
Park, Hunters Point Boulevard 
at Evans. Information: Sean, 
265.8691.

Fundraiser: Spring 
Fling for Starr King 
Elementary School

Join the community for an 
evening of hors d’oeuvres and 
cocktails in a beautiful setting. 
Try your hand at bidding to win 
at the silent auction benefiting 
the school. Tickets: $45. Parking: 
$10. 5:30 to 10 p.m. City Forest 
Lodge, 254 Laguna Honda. 
For information and tickets: 
starrkingspringfling@gmail.com.

Music: Taikoza Live 
—Taiko Drumming at 
Children’s Creativity 

Museum
Taikoza, the masterful Japanese 
Taiko Drummers, are in San 
Francisco for one amazing 
evening of mind-blowing 
drumming. Back after last year’s 
sold-out concert, Taikoza hits 
the stage with a high-energy 
performance of traditional 

a discussion about how these 
works can examine the urban 
landscape while serving to 
define San Francisco as one of 
the world’s great metropolises. 
Panelists: photographers 
Leo van Munching and Janet 
Delaney, artist Lordy Rodriguez, 
and moderator Pireeni 
Sundaralingam, curator, artist, 
and poet. $10. 6 p.m. SPUR 
Urban Center, 654 Mission 
Street. Information: info@spur.
org.

Make Art: Cardboard 
Ukuleles 
Tour the amazing 

cardboard exhibition Elevated 
Corrugated, then come to 
the Lab and make a musical 
masterpiece. A drop-in workshop 
for families of all ages. Free 
with admission, no registration 
necessary. 1 to 4 p.m. Museum 
of Craft and Design, 2569 Third 
Street. Information: sfmcd.org.

Community: Cesar E. 
Chavez Parade and 
Festival

Commemorate the life and work 
of the labor and civil rights 
leader, Cesar Chavez (1927- 
1993). Thousands of Bay Area 
residents, families, students, 
church and community groups 
and labor unions participate in 
this annual event. It provides 
an opportunity to reflect upon 
the values that Cesar applied 
in his work. San Francisco 
Unified School District honor-
roll students will lead the 
parade. There’ll be music and 
entertainment, a classic car 
show, arts and crafts, community 
service, and a children’s area. 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Parade begins at 
Dolores Park and 19th streets. 
Festival, 24th Street. Information: 
cesarchavezday.org.

Health: Free Dental 
Screenings 
The University of 

California, San Francisco is 
offering free dental screenings 
for adults and children, including 
fluoride varnish applications. 
Free. 12 to 5 p.m. Cesar Chavez 

April 4 — May 10
Theater: E-i-E-i-OY!
Actress Vivien Straus, perhaps 
best known for her award-
winning performance as 
marketing vice president for 
the Bay Area’s organic Straus 
Family Creamery, is betting the 
farm on her new theatrical show, 
“E-i-E-i-OY! - In Bed with the 
Farmer’s Daughter.” The one-
woman autobiographical show 
recounts Straus’ search for love in 
the 1970s, after moving from her 
family’s rural dairy in West Marin 
to San Francisco to launch her 
acting career. Thanks to Straus’ 
deep ties with the sustainable
farming community, including 
having created the New York 
Times-lauded CheeseTrail.org mobile 
app, each performance will be 
followed by a complementary 
artisan cheese reception. 
Featured cheese makers 
include Cowgirl Creamery, Point 
Reyes Farmstead, and Marin 
French. Friday and Saturday, 
8 p.m. at NOHSpace theater, 
2840 Mariposa Street. 

Ongoing through April 
Community: Programs at the 
NABE
Tai-Chi: This hour-long practice 
inspires mind-body connection 
and effortlessness. Monday 
and Friday, 10 a.m. Zumba: 
Men, women, children, and 
seniors can dance with this 
low-impact exercise. Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Chess: Lessons with a chess 
guru from the San Francisco 
Mechanics Library and Chess 
Room. All ages are welcome. 
Every Wednesday, 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
Youth Basketball: Coach Albert 
Johnson hosts youth basketball. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 5 to 6 
p.m. Gymnasium. Ages 10 to 
18. Potrero Hill Neighborhood 
House, 953 De Haro Street. 
Information: LeeAndrea, 
826.8080

April 4 through 6
Art: Art Explosion Studios
Come see more than 100 
artists as they exhibit work 
from their studios and at San 
Francisco’s largest artists’ 
collective. Painters, sculptures, 
photographers, fashion 
designers and jewelers will 
be showing. Find high-quality 
art at studio prices. Opening 
Reception, April 4, 7 to 11 p.m. 
Open Studios, April 5 and 6, 12 to 
5 p.m. Two locations: 2425 17th 
Street and 744 Alabama Street. 
Information: artexplosionstudios.
com

Talk: Artists (Re)
Defining SF 
Neighborhoods

A new photography exhibition 
at City Hall, presented by 
the San Francisco Arts 
Commission Galleries and 
PhotoAlliance, and the most 
recent SFAC Market Street 
bus shelter posters, ponder 
the City’s built environment 
and question how artwork can 
define distinct neighborhoods 
without depicting people. Join 
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Triple Voodoo Adds Beer Magic to Dogpatch
BY SASHA LEKACH

Friday evening draws a crowd to the newly opened 

Triple Voodoo Brewery, on Third Street, where 

beer is served in a stemmed glass.  PHOTOGRAPHS 

BY DON NOLTE.

Triple Voodoo Brewery moved into 
a brand-new building in the heart of 
Dogpatch this winter, and has since 
been brewing up a following of beer-
lovers keen on sipping locally-made 
suds.

Triple Voodoo was launched in 
2011 by North Bay native Greg Kitchen 
and two other founders. Kitchen has a 
background in high-tech, and previ-
ously worked in an office in downtown 
San Francisco, but ultimately turned 
his hobby of home brewing into a 
business.

Kitchen now runs his 2245 Third 
Street operation with Aaron Chan. 
Head brewer Phil Meeker, a City na-
tive previously with the San Francisco 
Brewing Company and Iron Springs 
Brewery in Fairfax, has also joined the 
project. The New Spot, located around 
the corner on 20th Street, offers their 
menu to deliver to Voodoo patrons. 

The brewery is located on the 
ground floor of Potrero Launch Apart-
ments, a residential building with 196 
units. According to Kitchen, many 
locals have been coming in and adding 
to the increasingly busy nights. “I love 
the vibe of the neighborhood,” Kitchen, 
a Bernal Heights denizen, said.

On a recent visit by the View, an 
employee said that since its opening 
business has been good, with counter 
staff hustling food and beer orders. 
According to Kitchen, the brewery 
plans to stick to beer, and won’t 
expand to include a kitchen. In addi-
tion to New Spot carry-in, beef jerky 
from Belmont-based JerknPickle is 
available, and there’s the potential for 

other bar snacks and connections with 
additional restaurants and food trucks. 
“People are realizing beer pairs really 
well with food,” Kitchen said, going 
on to explain plans to have chocolate 
pairings on offer in the taproom.

A handful of beers are on tap, with 
a saison, or Belgian table beer, the 
newest brew produced. The beer fea-
tures lemon verbena grown in Meeker’s 
San Francisco backyard. The yeast 
comes from GigaYeast in Belmont; the 
hops are from Oregon. Kitchen strives 
to create “something unique yet well-
balanced.” Triple Voodoo also offers a 
root beer on tap.

Before finding a steady location 
to call their own, the company had 
been bottling five different beers 
sold at Bay Area supermarkets and 
liquor stores—including Whole Foods, 

BevMo, Sprouts Farmers Markets, and 
Cost Plus World Market—and offering 
draught brews at restaurants and bars, 
such as Americano near Mission Street 
and Embarcadero and Doc’s Clock in 
the Mission.

Setting-up a beer shop so close to 
“wine country” doesn’t phase Kitchen, 
who thinks, “People are becoming 
more attuned to craft beer.” He sees 
local beers becoming more prevalent, 
and beer as a more socially accept-
able choice for all types of foodies. He 
believes Dogpatch’s vibe contributes 
to the brewery’s welcoming attitude 
and accentuates its industrial theme, 
which is reinforced by the brewery’s 
large space and long communal tables 
made with reclaimed walnut. 

Coming changes to the establish-
ment include featuring local artists’ 
work. Though Triple Voodoo isn’t a 
sports bar, Kitchen conceded that 
televisions will be installed in time for 
baseball season, given the proximity of 
the brewery to AT&T Park. He hopes 
that the taproom becomes a place 
where people can play a board game or 

hold a weekly card match. There’s free 
Wi-Fi, encouraging patrons to settle in 
and work over some beers. Kitchen is 
also aiming to offer educational oppor-
tunities to teach interested residents 
about beer-making and brewing.

Brewery tours are also on tap, 
with beer enthusiasts able to see 
the backside of the business, where 
custom-made equipment helps make 
the different beers that are brewed 
once every two weeks. In what Kitchen 
called a spacious facility, there’s room 
for more tanks if demand for the brand 
grows..

Kitchen knows he’s not the first 
brewery to open in the area, but he 
said, “the beer community is not super 
competitive. It’s super collaborative.” 
He’s already received help from Haight 
and Dogpatch-based Magnolia Brew-
ing Company, and Bayview-based 
Speakeasy Ales and Lagers brewery. 
He called Triple Voodoo’s opening 
“just the beginning,” and said he plans 
for the brewery “to be here for a while.”

Triple Voodoo Brewery and Tap-
room is open Monday to Thursday 3 
to 10 p.m., Friday 3 to midnight, Sat-
urday noon to midnight, and Sunday 
noon to 10 p.m. More information: 
triplevoodoo.com or 598.8811FResh bags

made daily
Right here in Dogpatch

Custom Canvas Tote for Dogpatch Playground fundraiser

Retail Store & Free Factory Tours • M-F 10-6pm Sat-Sun 12-4pm • 904 22nd St. SF
#/@rickshawbags • www.rickshawbags.com
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ST. LUKE’S 

WOMEN’S CENTER

MEET & GREET
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sutterhealth.org

Having a baby? 
Looking for a 
midwife/OB 
practice?
The Women’s 
Center at 
St. Luke’s 
can help.

cpmc.org/stlwomen

ST. LUKE’S WOMEN’S CENTER
MEET & GREET
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Monday, May 12
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
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Call 415-641-6911
for more information and to 
reserve your space

cpmc.org/stlwomen

COMPLIMENTARY AD SPACE COURTESY OF THE VIEW

Saturday, May 3rd
9 am - 1 pm

Yard Sale
&

Italian Book Fair

851 Tennessee Street, SF 94107 (at 20th)

Join us for a fun morning at La Scuola 
while shopping for great deals at our 
yard sale, as well as special Italian 
children’s books, CDs and DVDs! 

All proceeds go to La Scuola, a not-for-profit Italian 
International School.

For 2014-2015 openings at our preschool
and elementary school, please contact 
admissions@lascuolasf.org /415-558-9006.

Looking for Writers
email EDITOR@POTREROVIEW.NET
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BY PETER LINENTHAL

Good news: a true San Francisco 
tradition continues! A revival of the 
Cockettes’ 1970 show Pearls Over 
Shanghai at the Hypnodrome Theater 
contains everything that made a 2000 
revival of Pearls a sold-out sensation 
for almost two years: the energy, glit-
ter, gender-bending, an incredible 
opium dream sequence, nudity, and a 
1930s toe-tapping musical vibe that 
never, ever, quits. The production is a 
fitting tribute to the Cockettes’ 45th 
anniversary.  

The Cockettes were a loose-knit 
theatrical troupe who performed 
midnight movie shows at the re-
cently demolished Pagoda Theater on 
Washington Square. Their anarchic 
hippie spirit and outrageous thrift 
store-meets-psychedelics style pro-
foundly influenced popular culture. 
David Bowie, the New York Dolls, 
and the fashion glitz of Vivienne 
Westwood and Jean Paul Gautier are 
clearly in their debt. At the time it was 
truly revolutionary to see bearded men 
wearing spangled ball gowns. Original 
Cockette Rumi Missabu probably de-
scribed the ensemble best:  “The Little 
Rascals on acid doing Busby Berkeley 

desired improvements for the Potrero NTP 
area include: 
▶ Improve access to goods and services,  
 especially to mitigate the impact of the loss  
 of the 53 Southern Heights bus route – e.g.  
 introduce a shuttle or resident-driver program 
▶ Improve pedestrian amenities and safety;  
	 fill	missing	sidewalks	
▶ Improve transit stops add transit amenities 
▶ Improve safety and security; especially at  
 hot-spot intersections 

Over the course of the year, the San Francisco 
County	Transportation	Authority	will	participate	
in the Rebuild Potrero Community Building 
Group, engage residents through focus 
groups, and do targeted outreach to ensure 
that the improvement recommendations are 
consistent	with	community	priorities	and	meet	
residents’	needs.

If	you	would	like	to	participate	in	the	NTP	
efforts, please join us at the next Community 
Building Group meeting at the NABE on April 
3rd at 6:00.

For more information, visit our website at rebuildpotrero.com or e-mail us 
at potrero@bridgehousing.com

 A MONTHLY UPDATE  
SPONSORED BY BRIDGE HOUSING

 VOLUME 43 • APRIL 2014

As part of the Rebuild Potrero initiative, BRIDGE Housing 
Corporation is working with residents of Terrace and 
Annex, Potrero community members, SFMTA and San 
Francisco County Transportation Authority to improve 
short and long term transportation conditions. 
Last year, the San Francisco County Transportation Authority was awarded a grant by 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission to conduct a Neighborhood Transportation 
Plan (NTP) for Potrero. The Potrero NTP will develop a community-based transportation 
plan for southern Potrero Hill, identifying multimodal transportation priorities at the 
neighborhood scale and working with stakeholders to prioritize near- and mid-term 
improvements. The project area includes the Potrero Terrace and Annex public housing 
sites and is bordered by US-101 to the west, I-280 to the east, Cesar Chavez Street to 
the south, and 22nd Street/20th Street to the north.

With approximately 1,300 people living in 606 
homes on the steep, south-facing slope of 
the hill, Potrero Terrace and Annex is isolated 
with	circuitous	streets	and	relatively	few	and	
challenging connections to the surrounding 
neighborhoods.	The	I-280	and	US	101	freeways	
also	form	major	barriers	to	the	east	and	west.	

The	Potrero	NTP	will	build	upon	existing	
efforts conducted through various projects, 
including: HOPE SF, Green Connections, and 
Potrero	Hill	Traffic	Calming.	Studies	have	
been conducted to analyze existing conditions 
and	identify	the	community’s	transportation	
needs. Some of the themes that surfaced as 
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Pearls Over 
Shanghai 
Returns!

www.ehlineconstructioninc.com
415.580.7164 | info@ehlineconstructioninc.com

DESIGN | BUILD | FABRICATE

Inspired to remodel, 
expand, and enhance your 
space? ECI is here for you! 
We invite you to visit our 
site and explore how our 
friendly and skilled team 
can transform your vision 
into reality. into reality. 

License No. 980745 
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to Petrin, the 17th Street property 
retains its integrity with respect 
to all seven aspects. “Weighing all 
seven aspects together, the Pacific 
Rolling Mill Company site retains 
sufficient integrity to convey its 
historic significance and a chapter of 
San Francisco’s industrial heritage.”

Some consider that her itage 
monumental. From 1906 to 1916, 
the Pacific Rolling Mill Company 
“fabricated and erected the frames 
for a great number of structures 
in San Francisco and Northern 
California,” states A Romance of 
Steel in California, a history of 
four West Coast steel companies. 
“For example, the City and County 
Hospital, the original Standard Oil 
Building, the Balfour Building, the 
California Commercial Building, 
the San Francisco Public Library 
in the Civic Center, the Y.M.C.A, 
the Financial Center Building in 
Oakland, the 1915 Exposition build-
ings, the California-Hawaiian Sugar 
Refinery at Crockett, and others.” 

In 1928, the Pacif ic Rol l ing 
Mill Company merged with Judson 
Manufacturing Company of Em-
eryville, centering their operations 
on 17th Street. Steel from the new 
enterprise, Judson-Pacific Company, 
was used to construct “approach 
structures and substantial portions 
of the main spans of the Golden Gate 
Bridge and the San Francisco-Oak-
land Bay Bridge, the gigantic hoists 
in the intake towers of Boulder Dam, 
the towering Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph Building, many buildings 
of the Civic Center, the campus of 
the University of California and 
also of Stanford University; exhibit 
buildings of the 1939 Exposition on 
Treasure Island...”

“Great cities honor their past,” 
Minott said. “By gaining historic 
preservation status for the steel 
buildings the developer will be able 
to honor our neighborhood’s past 
with much more than a building 
plaque or gratuitous installation of 
historic photos. The structures will 
come to life with new uses. Regard-
less of adaptive reuse we simply be-
lieve these are authentic and signifi-
cant historic buildings that deserve 
protection as a means of honoring 
both Potrero Hill’s blue collar/in-
dustrial heritage and neighborhood 
character; heritage and character 
that are rapidly disappearing in the 
face of new development.”

POT FARM from page 4

PEARLS from page 26

COR-O-VAN from page 6

BY ELLISHA BLECHYNDEN

I turn off the faucet and reach 
for my towel, drying myself before 
wrapping the towel around my body. 
I dig through my toiletries bag for my 
hairbrush. The hair dryer is plugged 
into the wall just outside my shower 
stall. I’ll need it to get my hair into 
any semblance of order. So with only 
my towel wrapped around me, I flick 
back the lock on the stall door and 
step into the communal area, my wet 
hair against my bare shoulders—and 
there he is. 

Standing at the sink, brushing 
his teeth, is David Kingsley.

I take him in with a small start. 
He’s already dressed for the workday. 
A well-cut suit. Brown leather lace-
ups buffed to a shine. I hesitate for 
a second, unsure of how to proceed. 

The hair dryer lies on the bench 
next to where David is standing. 
Twisting the hairbrush in my hand, 
I think better of using it. I can dry 
my hair later. Instead I grab my work 
clothes hanging on a nearby hook. I 
left them out here so they wouldn’t 
get wet in the shower stall. I huddle 
back in the direction of the stall and, 
for a brief moment as I pass behind 
the CEO, I look over my shoulder at 
him. He’s still brushing his teeth. But 
when I raise my head, he pauses and 
lifts his gaze to the mirror in front 
of him. From there he can see me, 
and I, him. 

For a second, or may be two, no 
longer than that, our eyes meet in the 
mirror. He does not look away. His 
dark eyes are unwavering. He doesn’t 
seem at all embarrassed.

A feeling of self-consciousness 
falls over me like a heavy blanket, 
and I drop my gaze, breaking our 
shared glance. I hurry back into the 
shower stall, close the door behind 
me, and flick the lock over.

I stand behind the door, still 
clutching my clothes to my chest.

“I hope you don’t mind me intrud-
ing,” the CEO says, his voice reaching 
me inside the shower stall.

I hesitate for a second before 
answering. 

Fiction: The Lamb

in drag.” Three original Cockettes 
—Rumi, Scrumbly Koldewyn and 
“Sweet Pam” Tent—appear in the 
Hypnodrome show.

Pearls is the tale of three in-
nocent American women who are 
captives in the mysterious, exotic, 
inscrutable Shanghai of 1937. West-
ern stereotypes of Asia are featured, 
but only “...to show the absurdity 
of the attitudes of the 1930s period 
as depicted in the movies of that 
decade”, said composer Koldewyn. 
The production includes 24 original 
show tunes performed by a cast of 
more than 20, choreography featuring 
tap, plot twists and sex, frequently 
overflows the small stage in the 40-
seat theater. 

March 20 to May 31, Thursday, 
Fr iday and Saturday at 8 p.m.. 
Reservations are recommended. 
The Hypnodrome Theater is located 
at 575 10th Street between Bryant 
and Division. Tickets available at 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/571738  or by calling 800.838.
3006.                                                                                                                         

“It’s no intrusion,” I call out try-
ing to keep my voice steady. “It’s a 
unisex bathroom, after all.” 

Grimacing, I cast my towel aside. 
I can’t leave it with only that glance. 
Or with me in just a towel. This is 
too embarrassing. I start to dress in 
a hurry. The only way I’m going to 
salvage this encounter is to get back 
out there and converse face-to-face 
with the CEO.

This morning, before the squash 
game, I selected a black suit to wear 
today that I’d purchased on my last 
trip back to the States. Good choice, 
I now think, very corporate. I slip 
the jacket on over the wool knit top 
that my mother recently gave me. 
Bending over, I rub the towel over 
my head in an effort to dry my hair. 
I run the hairbrush through it and 
readjust my suit one more time. I 
silently curse myself for leaving my 
heels upstairs in my office. All I have 
with me are my dirty old sneakers 
and I’d rather go barefoot than wear 
those right now.

Good Lord, I look like a hobo, I 
think, as I flick back the lock.

I push open the stall door and see 
the CEO facing me, leaning with his 
back against the sink as if he’s been 
waiting for me.

“Nice to see you again, Beth.”
“Likewise, sir.”
He’s paired his gray suit with 

a white shirt and pale blue tie. The 
CEO looks sharp. Handsome, even. 
It’s a shame that the men in the S.P. 
4 office don’t dress this way more 
often. Most of the time it’s jeans and 
polo shirts for them.

“Been to the gym?” he asks. “I 
didn’t see you in there.”

“I was playing squash.”
“Well, I hope you won.” He smiles 

and folds his arms across his chest.
“I d id,  thanks.” I  stand up 

straight.
“Tell me, Beth, how long have you 

been working for WSO?”
“Four years, sir,” I clasp my 

hands behind my back. 

no issues with a grow facility that 
is run properly, wired to code, and 
provides jobs in our neighborhood.”

“I’m glad that this site will not be 
a retail location,” said parent Leslie 
Grossblatt. “I’m excited to see the 
improvements they have planned for 
the area, including new lighting and 
plantings. They’ve already shown 
their commitment to the commu-
nity by supporting the [Dogpatch] 
playground project, which we really 
appreciate. We look forward to seeing 
more positive improvements from 
them that will benefit the entire 
community.”

Other residents were less support-
ive. “It’s dope!” said Jim, a Dogpatch 
resident who asked to be identified by 
his first name only. “No matter what 
your stance is on legalization, it is dope. 
It is not the issue of legalizing pot, 
but that of the community, property 
value, schools—why so many young 
families leave the City—and morals 
and ethics—again, why so many young 
families leave the City —of those who 
undermine the community for profit 
versus better good. Yes, we are send-
ing a message to the kids about right 
and wrong for future generations of 
the City.”

“I hadn’t heard about that,” said 
Briony Doyle, a local parent. “I’m 
generally against recreational drugs, 
so I wouldn’t like to see anything that 
encouraged that. Especially if there 
was a risk that it would increase crime 
in the area.” 

“We are very supportive of the new 
business,” said Bruce Huie, who helped 
create Progress Park. “He’s [the owner] 
really open to having conversations 
with the community. There’s an open-
ness and transparency” on the part 
of the owner. Like Grossblatt, Huie is 
pleased SPARC is improving the build-
ing and landscaping. 

THE LAMB page 29 
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GUESS WHO’S  
ADVERTISING  

IN THE VIEW?

Bayview Police Station Captain’s Community Meeting is held on the first 
Tuesday of each month at the Bayview Station, 201 Williams Avenue. Next 
meeting: April 1st, 6 p.m.

Dogpatch Neighborhood Association usually meets the second Tuesday of 
each odd-numbered month. Next meeting: May 13th. Voting membership 
is open to anyone living in or owning property or a business in Dogpatch. 
For more information or to join/pay online: mydogpatch.org

Friends of Franklin Square Join the Friends of Franklin Square to help 
improve our local park! We need your ideas and input to update the master 
plan and to help seek grant money to improve the park. Concerned about 
park safety and cleanliness? Want the soccer field to be re-carpeted? 
Interested in getting a dog-friendly area built? Now is your chance to 
make it happen! Meet your neighbors and share ideas. Free snacks and 
drinks provided. We will also have a mini-trivia contest with prizes from 
our neighborhood businesses! For more information contact: friendsof-
franklinsquare@gmail.com. 

McKinley Square Community Group is a communication and discussion 
group regarding events and activities, clean-up days, improvement and 
beautification, and other concerns, such as crime in the neighborhood. 
MSCA board meets approximately quarterly on the second Wednesday of 
the month. Look to the online discussion group for postings of upcoming 
meetings. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/McKinleySquareCommunity. 
Locations vary between the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House and Down-
town High School. For updates, including sustainable gardening and park 
workdays, and our grant progress, check out the MSCA blog at: http://
mckinleysquareblog.blogspot.com.

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association meets the last Tuesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. (social time begins at 6:45 p.m.) in the wheelchair-
accessible Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro Street. For more 
information: potreroboosters.org or email president@potreroboosters.org. 
Next meeting: April 29th, 7 p.m.

Potrero Dogpatch Merchant’s Association meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at 10 a.m. at Goat Hill Pizza, corner of Connecticut and 18th streets. 
Visit www.potrerohill.biz or call 341.8949. Next meeting: April 8th, 10 a.m.

Potrero Hill Democratic Club meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7 
p.m. at the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro Street. For 
more information: 648.6740, www.PHDemClub.org. Next meeting: April 
1st, 7 p.m.

Potrero Hill Garden Club usually meets the last Sunday of the month at 11 
a.m. for a potluck lunch in a local home or garden. Discussions are held 
on organic, edible, or ornamental gardening appropriate for Potrero Hill’s 
microclimate. Call 648.1926 for details.

Starr King Open Space Stewardship day is Saturday, April 12th from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. —come volunteer to help maintain the land. The Starr 
King Open Space Board Meeting is on Monday, April 21 from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. in the meeting room of the Public Potrero Branch Library. Annual 
Meeting & Election is scheduled at Starr King Elementary School on 
May 19th in the cafeteria @ 6:30pm, doors will open a half-hour early for 
an informal meet and greet with candidates. Please enter via Wisconsin 
Gate. Thank you for your continued donations and support, for more 
information: starrkingopenspace.org,starrkingboard@gmail.com, or 
voicemail 415.633.6756.

CLASSIFIED ADS

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:
UPDATE, POST, & PAY ONLINE

Visit www.potreroview.net & follow the 
instructions for placing your ad. 

COST

$25 for up to 200 characters including 
spaces. Recieve an additional 20% 
discount provided for ads paid for six 
months in advance! 

MAIL OR CALL IN YOUR AD

View Wants Ads 
2325 Third Street, Suite 344 
San Francisco, CA 94107
415.626.8723 / office@potreroview.net

* Payments and/or text changes must be 
received by the 18th of each month for ad 
to appear in the following month's issue. 

Mimi at
Giggling  

Lotus.
see ad, page 26

TIDBIT Potrero Hill was uninhabited land for much of its his-

tory, used sporadically by Native Americans as hunting ground. Its soil, 

developed on ultramafic rock, promoted not a closed forest but an open 

landscape of shrub and grass. In the late 1700s, Spanish missionaries 

grazed cattle on the hill and named this area Potrero Nuevo, Potrero is 

Spanish for pasture: Potrero Nuevo means new pasture.*

*SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA

Animals
2 AKC Registered male and female Eng-
lish bulldogs free to a new good home, 
They have current shots and play along 
with children and other animals. con-
tact (jerrykent941@yahoo.com) for more 
information.

Home Services
TOM’S PLUMBING Tom’s been satisfying 
Potrero Hill customers for over 30 years. 
All plumbing needs handled promptly 
and efficiently at a very low cost. Keep it 
local and call Tom Keats! 415-824-3538

CARPENTRY & PAINTING also: plumb-
ing, seismic/structural work, stucco, roof 
repairs & gutter cleaning, tree trimming. 
www.FarWestConstr.com Jim Kennedy, 
415-276-1990 Ca. Lic. 751689

HANDYMAN EXTRAORDINAIRE! 20+ 
years experience Repair Remodeling Elec 
Plumbing Drains Light Fix. DOORS! 
Windows Cabinets Decks Staircases 
Built. $45-55/hr mike@trivelocarpentry.
com. Mike(415)308-2380

Housekeeping
CLEANING PROFESSIONAL 27 years 
experience. Apartments, homes or offices 
and apartment buildings. Roger Miller 
415-794-4411 References. 

Photography
FREE PORTRAITS BY PROFESSION-
ALLY TRAINED HOBBYIST I am a re-
tired professional who now does portrait 
photography as my hobby/passion. I have 
a studio on Potrero Hill with top-quali-
ty equipment where I do free portraits & 
prints for families or individuals. There 
is no catch, professional quality for free, 
and fun for all. Contact me at alcastino@
mac.com and I will send a link to sample 
photos.

Rentals
PARENTS OR FAMILY COMING? NEED 
A PLACE FOR SOMEONE TO STAY 
WHILE VISITING? We have a beauti-
ful apartment just for you! Reasonably 
priced, we’ve been in the Hill for years 
and are renting our downstairs place. 
Give a call for details. 415.336.4594

Technology Services
COMPUTER PROBLEMS DRIVING YOU 
BUGGY? Problems �xed! 25 years of in-
dustry experience. Personal IT consult-
ing to small businesses or busy profes-
sionals. We can install and/or help shop 
for computer/network/printer or setup/
troubleshoot wireless networks. If you’re 
not technical, don’t worry, we are. Rob 
415.244.3305 rob@sfcomputech.com.
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  Melinda Lee
Potrero Hill Property Specialist

Since 2002
DRE# 01344377

Join the long list of satisfied Buyers and Sellers
who have chosen Melinda to represent them...

Phone:  (415) 338-0161  •  Melinda.Lee@CAmoves.com
www.MelindaLeeRealEstate.com

No obligation consultation!
I will personally evaluate your property and  
guide you to get the highest possible price.   

There’s no obligation, just seamless service from the 
Potrero Hill Expert.

 

 

 

On the fence over 
selling now or later?

Don’t wait!

Buyers are scrambling for properties on the Hill. 
Every open house brings new, qualified buyers 

from Mission Bay, the Peninsula, and from across 
the country and the world. Qualified buyers who 

want to live in quality neighborhoods.

Need help getting your 
property ready?

My team of experts is ready to help  
you move forward. 

Painter • Floor Refinisher • Gardener 
Roofer • Carpenter • Handyman 

Packer/Storage

With very little competition, all eyes will  
be on your property.

Call me today and let’s get  
your feet on the ground!

SCAN ME  
to schedule an  
appointment, and 
see what’s  
coming up next!

On January 19, 2014 Potrero Hill lost one of the finest ladies who lived 

and worked in the community. Helen Fong Woo—known as “Mama” or 

“Mom”—was born July 21, 1922. She was married to Jack Woo, who passed 

away some eleven years ago. 

Helen Fong Woo 
July 21, 1922 — January 19, 2014

Mama was a neighborhood icon. 

She and Jack opened a small grocery 

store on the corner of 23rd and Wis-

consin streets in 1960, some 53 years 

ago. Mama continued to work at the 

market long after Jack passed away. 

Over the past several years, after 

she could no long staff the counter, 

friends, neighbors, and shoppers 

would still see her on her perch on a 

chair on the store’s right-hand side. 

Visitors were pleased to see her 

warm smile. Mama always had a kind 

word for everyone, unless you decided 

to act up, in which case she’d give you 

a stern scowl, shake her finger, and 

give you a few reprimanding words 

that would make you feel ashamed 

of how you were acting. Her presence 

made the store feel lively. When she 

wasn’t in her chair it meant that she 

was upstairs cooking, something she 

loved doing. 

Now she’s sitting in her chair next 

to her husband and God, looking down 

on all of us, smiling. Jack is glad to 

have her with him once again, and 

has probably asked her, “What took 

you so long,” like her daughter stated. 

She was loved by all who met her and 

will be missed all as well. Goodbye, 

Mama, we will see you again one day.

BY UZURI  GREENE

“And how long have you been in 
this office?” 

“I’ve been stationed in S.P. 4 for 
almost two and a half years now.”

“Two and a half years,” he re-
peats, raising an eyebrow. “You must 
have some mettle to last out here for 
that long. S.P. 4 is no vacation.”

“That’s true, sir.” I square my 
shoulders. “But the work here is very 
interesting.” 

I don’t tell him that I wouldn’t 
still be here if it wasn’t for Hamar. 
He’s the real reason.

I’ve stayed here for so long. Most 
members of the corporate team in 
S.P. 4 request a transfer after twelve 
months or so.

“Glad to hear it.” The CEO glanc-
es down at his watch. “Well, I’ve got 
an early meeting to get to. I hope to 
see you again soon, Beth.”

The heavy metal bathroom door 
closes behind him before I think 
to move from my spot. I look at the 
hair dryer on the bench next to the 
space where he was just standing, 
and I unclasp my hands. I pause for a 
moment, gathering myself, and then 
I step over to the bench to reach for 
the hair dryer.

Dogpatch resident E.B. Purtill is 
looking for a publisher for her �rst 
novel, The Lamb, from which the 
above excerpt is taken.  The book is 
a modern-day retelling of the biblical 
story of King David and Bathsheba.  
More information:  www.ebpurtill.
com.

THE LAMB from page 27

Need  
Office Space  

in  
Dogpatch? 

Offices in desirable  
Dogpatch $400 for  

a semi-enclosed  
cubicle with window,  

or  
fully-enclosed  
office without  

window. 

CONTACT  
EDITOR@ 

POTREROVIEW.NET 
FOR DETAILS.
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CRIME & SAFETY REPORT
SPONSORED BY  MAINLINE SECURITY

BY KEITH BURBANK

The San Francisco Police Depart-
ment will be changing the boundaries 
of at least two police districts. The 
new lines were prompted because 
the department is relocating its 
Southern Station to a new public 
safety building, located at Third 
and Mission Rock streets, later this 
year. Absent the change, two stations 
would serve the Bayview District, 
with no station dedicated to the South 
of Market neighborhood. Currently, 
the Bayview District serves Bayview-
Hunters Point north to Terry Fran-
cois Boulevard and Channel Street, 
while Channel Street, Market Street, 
the Bay and Highway 101 are the 
approximate boundaries of Southern 
Station. 

“There will be dominoes,” said 
Bayview Station Captain Robert 
O’Sullivan, who is on a committee 
looking at revising lines. In addition 
to the relocation of Southern Station, 
the police department, along with 
a consultant, will consider other 
factors in resetting the boundaries, 
including the number of service calls, 
public events, and crime, among other 
elements. A consultant has been cho-
sen for the work, but isn’t yet under 
contract. 

“In addition, significant residen-
tial, commercial, and transportation 
developments are underway through-
out the City and County of San Fran-
cisco, with relatively larger impacts 
in the southern and eastern corridors 
of the City,” stated a request for a 
proposal seeking a consultant on the 
project. “As a result, in the next de-
cade, residential growth is forecasted 
to grow from 800,000 people to one 
million people, various economic 
sectors are projected to expand, and 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
patterns will be affected. Effective 
and strategic deployment of police 
resources is crucial to providing 

public safety under these changing 
conditions.”

To he lp deter m ine the new 
boundaries, the department wants 
the consultant to employ a data-
driven analysis. Specific department 
objectives include achieving work-
load parity among police districts, 
minimizing response times, keeping 
neighborhoods or areas with con-
structed or natural boundaries in 
the same district, adjusting for the 
district’s operating needs, aligning 
districts with political boundaries, 
if possible, and aligning boundaries 
with police department resources. 
In addition to analyzing data, the 
consultant will consider comments 
by police officers in proposing new 
boundaries. After the consultant 
completes its report, the public will 
have 90 days to comment on it. 

SFPD’s Captain Steve Balma, 
who is heading the project, said the 
department is considering making 
boundary changes in steps. The first 
step may be moving the Southern 
Station boundary as little as pos-
sible to include the new public safety 
building. Then additional time can 
be spent examining the need for 
other alterations. Section 2A.86 of the 
San Francisco Administrative Code 
requires the Police Commission to 
review police district boundaries and 
make necessary adjustments not less 
than once every ten years. 

A captain heads each of the police 
department’s 10 geographic districts. 
Each district is organized into patrol 
sectors, which consist of plots aver-
aging 10 square blocks in size. The 
department has about 2,154 sworn 
officers and 426 civilian employees, 
with a fiscal year 2013 budget of 
$526,936,867. In 2012, the SFPD 
responded to 281,704 emergency 
and 1,042,735 non-emergency calls 
for service. It reported 5,874 violent 
crimes and 40,038 property crimes to 
the Department of Justice.

New Police Headquarters

THE VIEW IS LOOKING FOR  
POLITICAL CARTOONISTS

email: editor@potreroview.net
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color

Learn how your business 
tax will be changing. 
For more information, go to  
www.sfbiztax.org, call 
311 or (415) 701-2311 or 
contact a tax professional 
for additional assistance.

 
Wine, Dine & Dance

10% off mealsMon-Fri with this ad excluding special offers

855 Terry Francois 
where Mariposa intersects with Illinois St.
on the water 1 block east of Third St. 

415.621.2378 
theramp@comcast.com

www.theramprestaurant.com

* Weekday Lunch, Weekend Brunch,
    Appetizers and Cocktails 

* Happy Hour Mon-Thurs
    4:30 - 7 PM

* Live Music Weekends 
    5:30 - 8:30 PM 
   Weather permitting

* Friday Sunset Soiree 
    Music and Dancing
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Sale Prices effective April 1 - 30, 2014

Save 15% on Fridays
With your Locals First Coupon!!

Potrero Location Only

www.pdma-sf.org

Clover Organics
Organic Whipping 
Cream
16 oz. -reg 3.99

Organic Cheese
all varieties 
8 oz. -reg 5.99 $4.99

Clover Dairy
Cream Cheese
8 oz. -reg 2.79$1.99

Crystal Geyser
Sparkling Water
all flavors 
1.25 ltr. -reg 1.45

99¢

San Pellegrino
Italian Sparkling Juice
all flavors 
6 pack -reg 6.79 $4.99

Post
Honey 
Bunches 
Of Oats
all varieties 
14.5 oz. -reg 4.99

$2.99

Bryers
Ice Cream
all flavors 
1.5 qt -reg 6.99

$5.99

7th Generation
Bath Tissue
natural unbleached
12 roll -reg 15.49

$11.99

Green Forest
Paper Towels
single roll -reg 2.39

99¢

Barbara’s Bakery
Puffins Cereals
all varieties 
10-11 oz. -reg 5.99 2/$7

Near East
Rice and Couscous Mixes
all varieties 
5-7 oz. - reg 2.89 $1.99

$2.99

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 ©2014




