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SPECIAL WATER SERIES: PART TWO

Potrero Hill to Remain in D10 Under Latest Plans
By Katrina Schwartz

By Katrina Schwartz

At a San Francisco Redistricting 
Taskforce meeting held in Bayview 
earlier this year, Southside residents 
expressed deep concern about how 
Supervisorial District 10 will be recon-
figured. The district, along with six and 
11, has steadily increased its popula-
tion. But the City Charter demands 
that districts have equal populations 
to maintain voting equality. The task-
force, a group of civic-minded citizens 
who were appointed by the Mayor, 
Board of Supervisors and Election 
Commission, is responsible for drawing 
district lines to meet legal mandates. 

Taskforce members consist of 
San Francisco residents who have a 
general knowledge of San Francisco’s 
geography and neighborhoods, aren’t 
City employees, and haven’t received 
money from a political party since 
2006. The taskforce launched its efforts 
last summer, and must submit a final 
supervisorial district map to the Board 
of Supervisors by April 15th. The map 

does not require Board of Supervi-
sor approval, and will be used in the 
November elections.

About 40 San Franciscans shared 
their opinions at the meeting on how 
the lines should be redrawn. A com-
mon concern was how to ensure that 
districts’ reflect a “community of 
interest,” which is one of the factors 
used to determine where lines should 
be drawn. But not everyone sees the 
same commonalities. “When you go 
through it there are so many issues 
of population, income, voting, densi-
ties, ethnicities, sexual orientation, 
and guess what, the super computer 
couldn’t figure it out,” exclaimed Joe 
Boss, a public relations consultant and 
Dogpatch resident. 

A large part of the taskforce’s job 
is to listen to the public’s concerns and 
try to incorporate them into the plan. 
However, they also have to follow the 
federal Voting Rights Act and Equal 
Protection Clause, which provide 

San Francisco’s sewers date to the 
1850s, when the Gold Rush sparked 
a population boom. According to 
Tyrone Jue, San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission’s (SFPUC) com-
munications director, San Francisco 
is the only California city with a 
“fully built-out combination system 
that includes storm water and sani-
tary waste water in the same pipe.” 
There are 900 miles of sewer pipelines 
within City limits, with a total of 
1,500 miles of pipeline sprawled 
throughout SFPUC’s system.

The majority of the system was 
built in the 1920s and 1930s, with 
parts consisting of the original 
riveted steel; it’s in desperate need 
of repair and seismic upgrades. In 
2002, San Francisco voters approved 
Measure A, which called for a tri-
pling of water rates by 2016 to pay 
for retrofits. SFPUC began work on 
the infrastructure program in 2003, 
which includes installing five miles 
of pipeline under the Bay, to be com-
pleted by 2015. A new tunnel is being 

San Francisco’s Water Rates to Triple by 2016
By Lori Higa

dug between Newark and East Palo 
Alto to accommodate the pipe, which 
is designed to bring Hetch Hetchy 
water to the Peninsula. “Few people 
know that we’re actually building the 
very first tunnel under the Bay,” said 
Jue. “The BART tunnel actually sits 
on top of, not under, the Bay.” 

Later this year the agency will 
unveil another massive two decade-

long upgrade program to repair the 
City’s aging sewers. Not only will 
pipes be replaced, but the agency 
will “address environmental justice 
issues at treatment plants, fix those 
that are not seismically reliable, put in 
green infrastructure, such as swales, 
cisterns, plantings and similar strat-
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The San Francisco Redistricting Taskforce’s February 23 map shows proposed district lines.

Two freeways — 101 and the 280 
extension — cut through Dogpatch, 
Potrero Hill, and Bayview. These 
transportation pathways carry 
commuters, casual visitors, and 
diesel-powered trucks into and out 
of San Francisco. They also convey 
a miasma of potentially toxic and 
cancer-causing pollutants. “Stud-
ies show a spike of pollution really 
close to busy roadways,” explained 
Diane Bailey, a Natural Resources 
Defense Council senior scientist.  

According to Bailey, particulate 
matter, a pollutant that can cause 
respiratory and cardiovascular 
problems, “usually goes back down 
to approaching background levels 
outside 500 feet.” Individuals and 
families living within a block of a 
freeway get the brunt of the most 
harmful pollutant emitted from 

Air Pollution 
May Contribute 
to Southside 
Health Problems
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SHoRT CUTS

Chances are this isn’t the first 
time you’re reading this column. 
View readers tend to be loyal, eager 
for their monthly dose of Short Cuts 
trivia, photographs of local children, 
and community updates. When the 
paper arrives at The Good Life Gro-
cery and most of its other distribution 
points it doesn’t last long, snatched up 
by readers hungry to reconnect with 
a monthly relationship that’s been 
going on for almost 42 years; way 
longer than most marriages.

It’s curious that the View still 
exists. The printed page is steadily 
being replaced by computer screens. 
Community news that used to be 
slowly conveyed face-to-face across 
stoops, on street corners, and in eat-
eries now travels rapidly and in wider 
circles through listservs and websites. 
Photographs are shared through a 
variety of web-based platforms. Do 
we really need the monthly issuance 
of upwards of 30 pages of newsprint, 
focusing on local goings-on? 

You tell me. Imagine, for a mo-
ment, that the View ceased to exist. It 
no longer appeared at Farley’s or Goat 
Hill Pizza; its much-abused street 
boxes were removed and recycled. 
It was gone, an old-timer’s memory 
of a past community institution that 
emerged from the political fervent of 
the 1970s, and died in the early 21st 
century; death by a thousand pixels.

If the image makes you sad, 
anxious, or angry, consider contrib-
uting to the View to make sure it 
doesn’t happen. Although registered 
as a for-profit, the paper gets by on 

a proverbial shoestring. Less than 
$100,000 a year is spent on writ-
ing, editing, lay-out and delivery; 
with another quarter of that much 
dedicated to printing. Advertising 
revenues have kept the paper going 
in the face of declining volunteer 
support. But the paper’s financial 
cushion is flat. And, with the commu-
nity growing rapidly — developments 
seem to be springing up even faster 
than parking meters — the View needs 
to increase its capacity to cover 
complex issues. We’d like to make 
a number of upgrades, including 
improving our reporting; developing 
an interactive website, so that news 
can be published more frequently 
and readers can discuss articles; and 
exploring a more expansive home 
delivery model.

The View is free. But that doesn’t 
mean it’s not costly to publish it. If 
you like the paper, and want to safe-
guard, or even improve, its future, 
please volunteer to help-out — selling 
ads, taking photographs, writing 
articles — subscribe ($42 a year), send 
a donation, or do all three. If 420 
generous individuals — less than five 
percent of our readership — gifted the 
View $100 each in honor of the paper’s 
42nd anniversary this August, we’d 
have enough funds to implement all 
of our hoped-for improvements. It’s 
not tax-deductible, but you’ll see the 
results appear monthly at one of your 
favorite neighborhood spots.

Checks can be made out to Potre-
ro View, 2325 Third Street, Suite 344, 
San Francisco, California 94107. 

letters to the Editor
Editor,

opposition to siting a childcare 
facility on 20th Street seems a bit 
mean-spirited.  Apparently no food 
establishment was willing or able 
to close the deal; it doesn’t matter 
whose fault it is. Empty storefronts 
give the impression that a neighbor-
hood is in decline.  If we’re really 
concerned about revitalizing 20th 
Street, we should be championing 
this new start. Any new business will 
bring more people to the area. I’m not 
worried about the grocery stores or 
Thinkers Café going out of business. 
There are plenty of restaurants on 
18th Street or down in Dogpatch.  
Klein’s isn’t coming back, and Chat’s 
isn’t going in. Let’s get over it. 

 Regina Anavy
 Missouri Street

Editor,
I just wanted to say thanks for put-

ting out the Potrero View every month. 
I’ve been impressed with the quality of 
your reporting lately. 

It’s nice to see that kind of effort put 
into what’s essentially a labor of love. I 
think it’s great that our neighborhood 
has its own paper, let alone one that 
actually has some substance to it.  Keep 
up the good work, you guys!

Amar Pai
Missouri Street

Editor,
I about busted a gut when I read 

Steve Moss’ great article regarding 
culinary adventures in East Africa 
(“In Defense of Eating,” January 
issue)!  Makes me appreciate all the 
plethora of tasty choices we have 
in the City.

Jim Kennedy
Santa Rosa

Editor,
Reading the January View, I 

felt an acute sense of embarrass-
ment. As a journalist in a past life 
and a longtime Hill resident, why 
has it taken me so long to drop you 
an email to say that you guys are 
amazing?  Lazy, I guess.  At a time 
when newspapers are gasping for 
air — with news holes shrinking 
and quality sucking — the View 
is absolutely contrarian, getting 
both bigger and better all the time. 
My late New Year’s resolution: 
patronize View advertisers! Please 
accept my thanks for all your hard 
work.

Daniel Ben-Horin
Connecticut Street

P.S., Fulsome as this email may 
appear, I’m not related to—don’t 
even know—anyone on the View’s 
staff!

GUESS WHO’S 
ADVERTISING IN 
THE VIEW?

Mimi at
Giggling Lotus.
see ad, page 23

Parking
While San Francisco Metro-

politan Transportation Agency’s 
(SFMTA) proposal to install high-
tech meters throughout much of 
lower Potrero Hill and Dogpatch 
may be heavy-handed, the neighbor-
hoods are experiencing increasing 
parking pressure emanating from 
Mission Bay and Showplace Square, 
some of which has been caused 
by SFMTA and other City agen-
cies. Not so long ago the agency 
installed meters — charging as much 
as $3.50 an hour — near the 4th and 
Townsend Caltrain station, pushing 
some train riders’ to park their cars 
on the Hill. More than a year ago 
Zynga took-over 270,000 square feet 
at Eighth and Townsend, occupying 
a building that was given a Plan-
ning Department exemption from 
having to provide onsite parking in 
exchange, in part, for a $1.5 million 
donation to the Eastern Neighbor-
hoods Benefits Trust Fund. Com-
muters to Zynga, as well as to other 
nearby businesses, including REI, 
now regularly leave their cars on the 
North Slope while they’re at work. 
And parking demands are going to 
continue to rise. A small city is be-
ing built adjacent to Dogpatch and 
the Hill; so far the City has bungled 
attempts to address the resulting 
traffic. Innovative ways to manage 
transportation, open space, and 
other public service pressures need 
to be developed. Now…one modest 
solution, nonprofit City CarShare, 
recently sited vehicles at Third and 

22nd streets. The new on-street 
space is part of a pilot program be-
ing financed, in part, by SFMTA…
In possibly related news, Roll, a 
full service bicycle shop opened last 
month at the corner of 16th and De 
Haro streets.

Computers 
The Potrero Dogpatch Mer-

chants Association voted unani-
mously — with two abstentions — to 
challenge a proposed change to the 
zoning designation for a long vacant 
storefront space located at 20th and 
Connecticut streets. The building’s 
owners want to host a child care 
facility, Little Lync, at the location. 
The merchants want a more active 
retail use, as current land use poli-
cies require…Last month Dogpatch-
based Sifteo — a start-up company 
founded in 2009 by Stanford Univer-
sity and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology graduates Dave Merrill, 
president, and Jeevan Kalanithi, 
chief executive officer, donated 25 
sets of its interactive Sifteo Cubes 
to Daniel Webster Elementary 
School. The computers are being 
used by first graders to help with 
phonemic awareness, and as part of 
afterschool vocabulary and spelling 
programs. Sifteo is making monthly 
visits to the after-school program 
to evaluate how well the Cubes are 
working, and solicit student ideas 
about new game designs.

see SHORT CUTS next page
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This jokey montage from 1978 celebrates the 85th birthday of Glenn 

Runyan, an ex-vaudevillian and long-time resident of 1335 Mariposa 

Street on the corner of Connecticut Street. That’s Charlie Chaplin in 

one of 1335’s bay windows. Directly below him, Runyan (circa 1930s) is 

reading a newspaper together with an unnamed partner in his comedy 

act. Next to Groucho Marx at the far left, Runyan appears in a later in-

carnation. In addition to other entertainers from bygone days, miscella-

neous strangers, and President Truman, Art Potschka, another resident 

of 1335 is between Laurel and Hardy; beloved postman Bob in front of 

Hardy; Runyan’s nephew and housemate, Jack Russ, with Bruno on his 

lap; and sitting on the curb are Steve Fotter and Abby Johnston, Ru-

nyan’s across-the-street neighbors at the time and the perpetrators of 

this pastiche. Runyan, flourishing a cigar George-Burns style, loved to 

show off handbills, clippings, and publicity photos from his vaudeville 

days. He also loved his good dog Blackie.   

—Stephen Fotter and Abigail Johnston

Glenn Runyan, 1978
United States of Eating

M&M Market, on De Haro Street, 
closed last month. The family that 
ran the small grocery, as well as 
their coffee and baked goods, will 
be missed…Ruby Wine has a new 
owner: Aran Healy…For a true taste 
of Louisiana, check-out McGee’s 
Creole Cajun Cuisine, a mobile eatery 
parked near 1201 Fourth Street in 
Mission Bay from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
weekdays. Beignets and chicory cof-
fee are offered for breakfast; Po-Boys 
and gumbo for lunch. Betty McGee, 
the chef and chief operating officer, 
has been fighting asthma and other 
public health scourges as the director 
of  Bayview-Hunters Point Health and 
Environmental Resource Center for 
more years than she cares to count. 
Now she’s fighting for a better tasting 
lunch…Deli Board recently opened 
at 1058 Folsom Street, offering the 
kind of meat-based sandwiches you’d 
otherwise have to visit Cleveland, 
ohio to find. Pastrami and corned 
beef are the lead items, but there’s 
also an awesome Reuben’s Cousin 
sandwich, with turkey, instead of 
pastrami, on a great-tasting roll, 
with Thousand Island dressing, lots 
of sauerkraut and cheese. Perhaps in 
testament to the number of Midwest-
erners living in San Francisco, on a 
weekday afternoon Deli Board was 
so packed with customers, with a line 
out the door, and would-be diners 
standing outside waiting for their 
order, that the San Francisco Police 

came by to see what all the fuss was 
about. Despite the crowds the wait is 
short, the service good, and the staff 
friendly. The place is small; it may 
take a minute to get a seat, or con-
sider taking your order to go…Poco 
Dolce, an independent store that’s 
been hand-crafting chocolates since 
2004, recently opened up its wares to 
Third Street passers-by in Dogpatch. 
In Italian, Poco Dolce means ‘not 
too sweet’ — the company combines 
savory with sweet in its signature 
two-inch tiles coated with Brittany 
sea salt, among other items. 

Film
If you’re looking for a dark 

comedy about government foibles, 
check-out In the Loop. The 2009 film 
tracks the run-up to an Iraqi-style 
war, following the machinations of 

Glenn Runyan, vaudevillian and long-time 
potrero Hill resident, died on July 5, 1980. 
See right.

iMAgE COURTESY Of ABigAiL JOhnSTOn

COLLAgE BY ABigAiL JOhnSTOn And STEPhEn fOTTER

see SHORT CUTS page 9

SHORT CUTS from previous page
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OFFERING A 20% DISCOUNT FOR THE 99%
We’ve been your neighborhood bookstore since 1991. We’re a small business, we work hard,  
we create jobs, we take the time to know your kids and pet your dogs. We’re part of the 99%.  
In support of the Occupy Movement we are offering 20% off* to you, our fellow 99 percenters.

1400 18th Street (at Missouri) • Ph (415) 255-8802   
OPEN Sun-Thurs 10am-9pm   Fri & Sat 10am-10pm •  www.christophersbooks.com

*Mention this ad for 20% off one item. Not valid with any other promotion.

Shortly after a San Francisco 
Metropolitan Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA) hearing officer rescinded 
his recommendation that the agency’s 
board approve the Mission Bay Park-
ing Management Proposal, anti-
metering advocates met with City 
officials to discuss possible ways to 
modify the plan. Roughly 250 people 
attended the January 30 meeting, 
which was held at Z-Space, in The-
atre Artaud, in the Mission. “You 
have been heard by the City,” Debra 
Walker, a Mission resident and former 
District 6 supervisorial candidate told 
the crowd. 

 After making a quick apology 
for the initial recommendation that 
came out of the January 13 hearing 
at which the plan was considered, SF 
Park manager Jay Primus said that 
SFMTA rescinded its recommenda-
tion order principally because too 
many people were unaware of the 
proposal. According to Ed Riskin, 
SFMTA’s director of transporta-
tion — who was appointed less than 
three months ago — there are “two 
things you don’t mess with, a person’s 
paycheck, and a person’s parking 
space. I am impressed by how quickly 
you all organized. I take my hat off 
to you.” Riskin added that he wanted 
meeting attendees to understand that 
SFMTA follows a “transit-first policy, 
not a transit-only policy.” Riskin 
said that SFMTA will spend the next 
couple of months soliciting feedback 
on the proposed metering plan from 
residents. 

“I don’t have too many words,” 
said District 10 Supervisor Malia 
Cohen. “I’m here really just to listen. 
We have received all the communica-
tions of residents who have sent a 
message.” 

“It’s remarkable that we have 
a democracy that works,” said Jon 
Lum, a Mission resident, and one of 
the meeting organizers. Before invit-
ing questions from the audience Lum 
asked attendees to avoid making any 
personal attacks. “What will you do 
this time that you didn’t do last time?” 
asked Tony Kelly, Potrero Boosters 
Association president, and another 
meeting organizer. “This is a start. 
We’ll have more meetings with every 

group that we can, in this kind of 
format,” responded Primus, who said 
he was open to other ideas.

Lum told Primus that residents 
were forming block groups to survey 
each area potentially impacted by the 
proposal, and asked whether SFMTA 
had considered a hybrid solution 
on streets where there was a mix of 
businesses and residences. “This is 
not something we have done in the 
past,” responded Primus. Instead, 
the agency has typically deployed 
residential parking permits in mixed 
use areas. “It’s something we could 
look at.” Primus added that under 
a parking permit scheme demand 
would outstrip availability, with no 
guarantee there’d be a space for each 
permit holder. 

In response to Kelly, who pointed 
out that the meeting attendees didn’t 
reflect the population diversity in 
the affected areas — such as families 
of color and non-English speak-
ers — Riskin said that SFMTA has to 
do better outreach. Lum retorted that 
the agency could start by reaching-
out to people who speak Spanish and 
Chinese languages.

The owner of a motorcycle repair 
shop said that the new meters would 
cost her up to $1,000 a month. As a 
result, she was considering leaving 
San Francisco after 18 years in busi-
ness. “Please re-assess your parking 
plan,” she asked SFMTA, “and take 
out the meters in front of my busi-
ness.” Primus responded that the 
goal of good parking management is 
to increase business. He added that 
SFMTA doesn’t support privatization 
of public spaces.

Arkansas Street resident and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers employee 
Sean Angles asked Primus if an 
economic analysis of the parking pro-
posal had been done, to which Primus 
responded “no.” In a letter to SFMTA, 
the mayor, and Board of Supervisors, 
Arkansas Street residents Angles and 
Aleta Thielmeyer wrote that they 
were concerned about the “negative 
financial impact” to the City’s budget 
that would be caused by enforcement 
activities related to the new parking 
meters. The Thielmeyers suggested 
that SFMTA didn’t adequately con-
sider the plan’s full costs, “nor will 

[it] be recovered by parking revenue.” 
They also cited changes to parking on 
Townsend since meters were installed 
on that street. “Ninety percent” of the 
cars that used to park there are gone, 
Angles said. Primus admitted SFMTA 
hadn’t done a financial analysis of 
the plan, but he expected it to break 
even. 

Angles asked if the meters could 
be removed after they’re installed. 
Primus said the possibility of taking 
the meters out could be built into the 
evaluation. “But our goal is about 
parking availability, not revenue gen-
eration.” Lum quipped that the “goal 
doesn’t fit within our neighborhood.” 
To which residents stomped their feet 
and clapped furiously. “We don’t need 
quick turnover like Valencia Street,” 
one resident shouted. 

But according to a 2010 San Fran-
cisco Planning Department document, 
one of the parking plan’s goals is to ... 
“provide additional revenue to help 
address SFMTA’s budget deficit....”

Hill resident Charlie o’Hanlon 
asked if SFMTA had considered that 
the plan would gentrify neighbor-
hoods more quickly. According to 
o’Hanlon, people finding parking 
under the meter scheme would be 
those with a “smart app on their smart 

phone. Parking is easier for people 
with money.” Which also prompted 
applause from the crowd. 

Primus retorted that’s “not the 
point,” and stated that parking and 
meter revenue would be directed to 
the City to subsidize public transit. 
“To help people with less means.” 

Hill resident Jim Wilkins told 
Primus that he’d gathered 1,500 sig-
natures on a petition opposed to the 
plan, and Wilkins asked how Primus 
will assure residents that SFMTA 
will go block by block to assess each 
street’s needs. “Every block needs to 
be assessed,” Wilkins said.

“We’re not expecting free park-
ing,” said one resident. “If MTA is 
going to put meters in Doppatch, the 
Mission, and Potrero Hill, they should 
put meters in Pacific Heights. It’s not 
fair,” the resident said.

Majorie Lovel, who owns a busi-
ness at 2901 Mariposa, said the meter-
ing plan “will make it impossible for 
our guys to work.” Her employees 
carry 90 pounds of tools, she said. 
And although she currently employees 
only 18 workers, she said she’ll hire 
more employees once the economy 

Anti-Meter Advocates Keep
Pressure on MTA
By Keith Burbank

see PARKING page 20

nearly 250 residents and business owners packed Z-Space to discuss MTA’s parking 
proposal on January 30.

PhOTOgRAPh BY BiLL SLATkin
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By Keith Burbank

By Keith Burbank

Port to Select Redeveloper 
for Pier 70 this Month

At a standing-room-only public 
meeting held last month at the Potrero 
Hill Neighborhood House, the Central 
Waterfront Advisory Group (CWAG) 
heard from two teams proposing to 
redevelop Pier 70. The pier is located 
at the eastern end of Dogpatch, be-
tween 20th and 22nd streets, and in-
cludes six historic buildings that are 
in desperate need of repair if they’re 
to remain a part of San Francisco’s 
waterfront. “We are really running 
against time,” said the Port of San 
Francisco’s David Beaupre. Some pro-
fessionals, he said, cannot fathom how 
one of the buildings is still standing. 
Water intrusion is a big problem. 

A year ago the Port Commis-
sion launched a process to identify 
redevelopment teams. Last october, 
the commission invited 10 teams to 
prepare presentations. It received 
four submissions, including from 
Placeworks, LLC and CultureStruc-
ture, both of which withdrew their 
proposals earlier this year. Two — Eq-
uity Community Builders (ECB) 
and orton Development, Incorpo-
rated (oDI) — presented at the CWAG 
meeting. 

CWAG asked each team to an-
swer three questions: how will it 
address site conditions and building 
deterioration, particularly related to 
hazardous contamination; how will it 
determine what kind of development 
to do; and how will it finance the 
project? Each team was allowed 12 
minutes for their presentation, and 
18 minutes to answer questions from 
the audience. 

ECB, the first team to make a 
presentation, is a San Francisco-
based nonprofit development com-
pany formed in 1994. It’s previously 
completed large complicated projects 
involving public-private partner-
ships, such as The Thoreau Center 
for Sustainability, and Cavallo Point 
Lodge at Fort Baker in Marin. ECB 
has partnered with Build, Inc., de-
velopers of Esprit Park, which owns 
Piccino, a restaurant located in Dog-
patch’s  Yellow Building. “We love this 
whole area,” said Loring Sagan, Build 
co-founder and principal. “We have 
the depth of understanding” when it 
comes to public-private partnerships. 
ECB described itself as transparent, 

flexible, creative, and open to new 
ideas. It’s also “tenacious,” which it 
asserted is “critical” for the Pier 70 
project to succeed.

ECB’s proposal to redevelop the 
site is based on establishing three 
broad areas, or “pillars,” of tenants: 
technology and industry; innovation 
and entrepreneurship; and arts, 
education and culture. As part of the 
technology and industry pillar, ECB 
wants to create a “technology incuba-
tor,” that would feature laboratories, 
shared equipment rooms, and other 
elements which would enable startups 
to avoid upfront capital costs. “There 
is a lot of market support for this,” 
said Ted Lieser, ECB project manager. 
ECB would dedicate smaller offices 
in Building 101, the Bethlehem Steel 
building, to innovative and entre-
preneurial firms. “There is currently 
strong market demand for this too,” 
the team said. The arts, education, 
and cultural segment would include 
space for Burning Man, which ECB 
said has a “lot of people with business 
ideas that are interested in occupying 
space at Pier 70. Burning Man has a 
lot of interesting, creative people that 
can activate the site.” 

ECB would match building uses 
with their historic character, as it’s 
done with other rehabilitation proj-
ects. The development would include 
a cafe and a restaurant in Building 
102. ECB plans to fast-track devel-
opment of the technology incubator 
and Bethlehem Steel building if it’s 
selected to develop the site. According 
to ECB, ConXTech, a firm on its team 
that builds structural steel elements, 
would permanently shore-up the 
Union Iron Works Machine Shop. 

In response to a question about 
why it’s organized as a nonprofit, 
the team responded that nonprofit 
status allows it to have access to 
revenue sources that for-profits don’t, 
“such as socially responsible venture 
capitalists. It will allow us to fill the 
funding gap.” Another attendee asked 
when one or more buildings would be 
ready for occupancy. “At the earliest, 
three years,” said John Clawson, ECB 
founding principal, “if we were to 
push on this. our objective is to push 
because there is a strong market now. 
We will be laying the foundation for 

see PIER 70 page 8

Archstone Projects Prompt 
Concern about the Character  
of the Neighborhood

Two projects being developed 
by Archstone — a developer and 
operator of rental units — at the 
Concourse Exhibition Center and 801 
Brannan Street, combined with other 
condominium complexes planned for 
the neighborhood, has some Potrero 
Hill residents concerned about the 
community’s future character. At a 
recent Potrero Boosters Association 
meeting, Amir Massih, Archstone 
vice president, outlined the firm’s 
plans for its Henry Adams attend 
Brannan streets’ buildings.

The buildings will mostly consist 
of studio and one-bedroom apart-
ments, though Archstone has added 
some three-bedroom, 1,200 to 1,350 
square feet, apartments in response 
to residents’ requests. Tony Kelly, 
Potrero Boosters Association presi-
dent, said that he’d like to see more 
units that accommodate families. 
But according to Massih, there isn’t 
demand for three-bedroom apart-
ments; otherwise they’d be built. The 
two-bedroom apartments will be 
from 900 to 1,050 square feet, with 
two bathrooms. Both complexes will 
include commercial space. 

Archstone’s Concourse and 
Brannan Street developments will 
add 2,000 new residents to the 
Hill’s current population of 12,000 
people. With two other projects 
planned nearby, one at 16th and 
Seventh streets, and the other on 
Indiana Street, formerly occupied 
by the San Francisco opera Scene 
Shop Building, the Hill’s population 
could jump by one-third or more in 
the next decade due to Archstone 
projects alone. According to Massih, 
the developments meet the zoning 
requirements stipulated in the East-
ern Neighborhoods Plan, which was 
adopted by the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors in 2009. 

De Haro Street resident Paul 
Wells is concerned about the develop-
ments’ potential impact on the traffic 
at the Kansas Street circle. Accord-
ing to Wells, the traffic situation at 
the circle is “terrible right now,” and 
isn’t being addressed. We don’t want 
“people sitting in their cars idling for 
20 minutes,” he said. The new devel-

opments will have an “incremental 
impact” on traffic, said Massih, who 
asserted that the area is “fairly well 
served by public transit” and “is an 
epicenter for bike lanes.” 

According to Jon Worden, of Jon 
Worden Architects, who is designing 
the 1 Henry Adams Street complex, 
parking for the Adams building could 
include 302 parking spaces, or .7 slots 
per unit. In addition, 1 Henry Adams 
could offer parking for four car share 
vehicles, as well as one secure bicycle 
parking space for each apartment. 
Dedicated parking for the two build-
ings is likely to range from 425 to 475 
spaces. Massih said the project could 
include a multi-story parking garage, 
enabling apartment-dwellers to park 
on the same level on which they live, 
with the longest walk from a unit to 
its parking space 275 feet. 

In response to a question about 
whether the developers plan to use 
brick or brick veneer as a building 
façade, Worden said, “If we do use 
brick, then we want to do it in a real 
way.” Because brick is so expensive it 
will only be applied in limited places, 
he said, likely on the portion of the 
project facing the Design Center 
building, adjacent to 1 Henry Adams, 
which is made entirely of brick. Ac-
cording to Worden, it’s important 
that the materials used in the new 
developments complement the brick 
buildings in the surrounding area. 
Construction will comply with all 
City and state requirements for 
environmentally-friendly buildings, 
though the design isn’t far enough 
along to determine whether it will 
include solar power. one resident 
advocated that the developers go 
“way beyond compliance” with 
environmental requirements. 

David Baker of David Baker 
+ Partners, who is designing the 
Brannan Street building, suggested 
leasing the commercial space to 
retailers, and especially food prepar-
ers. For example, he said graduates 
of the California Culinary Academy, 
which is located nearby, could use the 
space to open their own restaurants, 
sharing a central kitchen, a concept 
that’s included in the building’s 
design. Shared space would lower the 
restaurants’ overhead costs. 
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JUST SOLD with multiple offers!

Christine Doud
REALTOR® 

415.315.0105 ext. 116
christinedoud@zephyrsf.com

983 Wisconsin: This fixer home features 2 levels of living space with 3 bedrooms, 
1 bath & Twin Peak views. Large basement plus 2-car garage zoned RH-2!

On the Hill to Serve the Community Better.
Living and working on Potrero for over 12 years.

2009-2011 Potrero Hill Office Top Producer.

The Fat Lady Sings at the San 
Francisco Opera Scene Shop

20th Street Commercial 
Strip Struggles to Survive

An Indiana Street warehouse 
that’s been home to the San Fran-
cisco opera Scene Shop for almost 
forty years will soon be developed 
into rental units by Archstone 
Apartments,  as par t of a Bay 
Area-wide acquisitions spree by 
the housing developer. In Potrero 
Hill Archstone is developing three 
apartment complexes, at Dagget 
Place, the Concourse Exhibition 
Center, and Indiana Street. 

The SF opera Scene Shop has 
built scenery and stages, designed 
and manufactured costumes and 
props for the San Francisco opera 
since the early-1970s in its 600 by 
120 foot warehouse. The opera’s 
decision to halt production of its 
own sets triggered the sale of the 
property. Archstone plans to build 
a 250-unit apartment complex, in 
what a shop employee, who wished 
to remain anonymous, said came 
with “little public input or fanfare. 
We feel we don’t have a large voice. 
These deals have kind of hap-
pened behind the scenes. It feels 
unknown, like they are trying to 
quietly take care of business.”

Roughly thirty people worked 
in the warehouse building, paint-
ing, and configuring sets, which 
would then be mounted onto a 
semi-truck and transported to 
the opera House. SF opera Scene 
Shop workers belong to the Inter-

A roundtrip stroll along 20th 
Street — from La Fleur Care and Nail 
Salon on the south side, to the long 
vacant store across from the salon, 
at 1700 20th Street — uncovered a 
commercial district struggling to 
survive. According to Peter Wall, 
who owns the faded green building at 
1700 20th Street, a gallery will soon 
open up at the location. But La Fleur 
and Pinkies Nail Salon were only 20 
percent full, with just a few clients. 
Gone, it seems, are the days when 
Klein’s Deli had a wait out the door 
and Mani Pedi kept both its facilities 
humming, employing, at their peaks, 
28 people. 

The non-retail enterprises on the 
strip are doing fine. San Francisco 
Natural Medicine draws clients from 
throughout the Bay Area, as does 
the Law offices of Dean L. Woerner, 
who occupies a space that formally 
hosted Potrero Hill Florist at 1627 
20th Street, though Woerner said he 
missed Klein’s. But the street’s three 
markets have suffered since the deli 
closed. According to Sam Darwish 
of Dave’s Food Store, although he 
also offers sandwiches, Klein’s cus-
tomers would frequently drop-in to 
purchase other items from his store. 
All States Best Foods proprietor Kal 
Ghanma echoed a similar sentiment, 
and added, “It’s been tough, but we’re 

By Jaime Alfaro

hanging in there…having the library 
open again has helped, but just a 
little bit.” With 20 full- and part-
time employees — who receive health 
benefits and stock options — The 
Good Life Grocery is the block’s 
largest employer. But it too is feeling 
the pinch of a deserted 20th Street, 
especially on weekdays, according to 
co-owner Kayren Hudiburgh. 

Ling Chu, who has owned and 
operated Billy’s Dry Cleaners for 22 
years, lamented the neighborhood’s 
changing demographics more than 
the loss of a popular eating estab-
lishment. According to Chu, nowa-
days more mothers ply the corridor 
pushing strollers, with fewer single 
people in need of laundry services. 
With stay-at-home moms doing their 
family’s laundry, her business has 
dropped. It’s perhaps the resurgence 
of the less than five years old popula-
tion in the area that prompted the 
Little LYNC Childcare & Family 
Center to propose to move into the 
space that formerly housed Jay’s Deli, 
and, before that, Klein’s. 

Despite the winds buffeting 
the 20th Street corridor, long-time 
businesses — such as Linda Wil-
liams’ State Farm Insurance office 
and Zephyr Real Estate — intend to 
stay. Perhaps they’ll last as long as 
the grand-daddy of longevity, Flo’s 
Hairstyling, a 20th Street institution 
that first opened in 1952.

national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, Local 16. “Some 
jobs might be lost, depending on 
how they go about building another 
shop,” mentioned a shop employee. 
“our team will have to find work 
elsewhere or build elsewhere.”

The same worker alluded to the 
potential adverse consequences of 
the large amount of housing being 
developed in and around the Hill. 
“We want to let people know how 
the neighborhood is going to be 
affected. There are going to be 
parking problems, and the City is 
just changing the zoning laws as 
they go along without thinking 
of the greater good for the com-
munity. Arbitrarily, zoning laws 
are changing so that, for example, 
this kind of building can go here, 
and that kind of building can go 
there.”

When asked about opera man-
agement’s relationship to the union, 
the worker said that he felt there 
is “an anti-union sentiment.” He 
added, “These kinds of operations 
[private development agreements] 
are not being publicized.”

Archstone also owns 350 Eighth 
Street, which is being developed 
into a 416 unit complex, 340-350 
Fremont Street, which is slated 
for a 384-unit tower, and a piece 
of residential Fox Plaza, which is 
entitled for a 230-unit development 
project.

www.rollsf.com
415.701.ROLL (7655)
mail@rollsanfrancisco.com

SAN FRANCISCO

A Full Service Bicycle Shop
275 Rhode Island Street
@ 16th Street

Service, Repair & Sales

Accessories

Online Scheduling

Free Wi-Fi

Longer Business Hours
Mon – Sat  8:00 – 7:00

Sun  9:00 – 5:00
or by appointment

There’s a New Bicycle Shop In Potrero!

By Paul McDonald

PhOTOgRAPh BY PAUL MCdOnALd

Florinda “Flo” cimino cuts the hair of 35 year client Antone Sabella. cimono has operated at 
the same 20th street location since 1952.
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Apprenticeships that change lives

When you were 13, what 
was your dream job? 
Spark connects volunteer 
professionals with middle 
school youth in workplace 
apprenticeships to “spark”
their potential. Mentor a 
Spark student who dreams 
of doing YOUR job!

To learn more, visit www.sparkprogram.org 
             (415) 626-5470/info@sparkprogram.org

COMPLiMEnTARY Ad SPACE COURTESY Of ThE  V iew

read US ONLINe @ potreroview.net

see ISLAIS CREEK page 23

By Katrina Schwartz

Islais Creek Shoreline Park to Open this Summer
Islais Creek is the terminus 

of San Francisco’s largest water-
shed — which has the same name as 
the creek — and consists of differ-
ent streams that run through nine 
neighborhoods, ultimately flowing 
into Islais Creek. The creek itself 
extends from Interstate 280 to the 
Bay, and was a crucial water source 
immediately after the 1906 earth-
quake and fire. Today, most of the 
watershed has been engineered to 
run in underground culverts, and 
can only be seen in Glen Canyon 
and where it empties into the Bay at 
Third Street.

Islais Creek played an important 
role in San Francisco’s maritime and 
labor history. The creek was part of 
a shipping industry node that used 
to be concentrated on the eastern 
waterfront, until it moved to oak-
land several decades ago. The City’s 
last coconut oil processing plant was 
located alongside the waterway until 
it was shuttered in 1974. 

The land along the creek, which 
is owned by the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Author-
ity (SFMTA), has mostly been left 
derelict, save for periodic efforts 
by community activists to engage 
in ad hoc reclamation attempts. 
Ultimately, as development stretched 
Dogpatch south towards the creek, 
SFMTA launched a restoration proj-
ect to accompany the construction 
of an adjacent MUNI maintenance 
facility. Project planning started in 

1990, but funding shortages delayed 
construction. Now, more than twenty 
years after initial efforts were 
launched, the Islais Creek Shoreline 
Park is set to open this summer.

The MUNI facility will be used 
to store, maintain and fix buses. The 
building will be constructed after 
the park is completed, partially 
because SFMTA was initially unable 
to secure funding for that project 
phase. When the 65,000 square-foot 
facility is finished in 2015, it will 
store 145 buses, each 40 feet long. 
The structure was flexibly designed 
for vehicles fueled by biodiesel and 
hydrogen fuel cells — able to accom-
modate safety challenges related to 

hydrogen gas — as well as the hybrid-
electric buses that MUNI currently 
operates. 

“We’ve been pretty much wel-
comed by the community,” said 
MUNI project manager Peter Gaban-
cho. “Especially by the surrounding 
businesses, because we are essentially 
taking over a site that was a homeless 
site for a lot of years.” Scrap metal 
thieves have been using the area as 
a hideout before selling their goods 
to metal recyclers, such as nearby 
Bay Area Metals, which is located 
on Third Street. The thieves sneak-in 
on small boats that can navigate the 
river under the 280-bridge, where 
port police boats are too large to fol-
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low. SFMTA hopes that by bringing 
jobs to the area the MUNI facility 
will spur spin-off employment — as-
sociated with new restaurants and 
cafes — to serve workers on their 
breaks. The agency also expects to 
increase security through the instal-
lation of surveillance cameras, as 
well as the 24-hour foot traffic that 
will accompany the facility’s round 
the clock operations.

“It became fairly apparent that 
everyone had an interest in clean-
ing up the shoreline. Improving the 
shorelines and providing some sort of 
public access to a park there would 
be a way to meet everyone’s goals,” 
explained Gabancho. “We would be 
improving the neighborhood, the 
neighbors would have a place to go 
for walks or ride their bikes, and it 
connects up to the promenade that 
the Public Utilities Commission 
built at the end of Indiana.” The 
SFPUC promenade was created as 
part of mitigation efforts related to 
the Southeast Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, and consists of a hard surface 
walkway that will connect with 
Islais Creek Park’s southern end.

The park will create a soft 
boundary of plant life — including 
wetland vegetation that will help 
absorb sea level rise — between the 
creek, adjacent Bay-fill and Third 
Street. Designing and creating the 
park took substantial cooperation 
from the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) and the 

MAP COURTESY Of ThE BLUE gREEnWAY

The Blue Greenway will span the southern waterfront with islais creek shown at #17 above. 
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PIER 70 from page 5South-of-Market-Based 
CloudFlare Sees Clear Skies

CloudFlare hopes that, like its 
predecessor at 665 Third Street — 
a coffee company — it will keep its 
clients up and running. “This used 
to be MGB Coffee Roasting,” said 
Matthew Prince, co-founder and 
chief executive officer of Cloud-
Flare, an Internet security and 
performance company. Cloudfare 
protects websites from external 
attacks, and improves the speed 
at which web pages load. The com-
pany launched its service in No-
vember 2010 with three employees; 
it’s added 20 staff members since 
then, eight last December alone. At 
current growth rates the company 
may soon need more space. “The 
process was gravity-fed,” Prince 
said, of the coffee-roasting system. 
“We are carrying on a tradition” 

by keeping web page publishers 
moving.

Cloud F lare emerged a f ter 
Prince and the company’s lead 
engineer, Lee Holloway, developed 
a “system that allowed anyone with 
a website to track how spammers 
harvested email addresses,” ac-
cording to the firm’s website. If a 
spammer is able to capture names 
and email addresses, it means the 
firm’s computer network security 
has been breached, and the inboxes 
of the company’s customers may 
soon be filled with spam.  

Prince met Michelle Zatlyn, 
the th ird co-founder, at Har-
vard Business School. “How can 
we help them [publ ishers]  be 
more profitable and how can we 
make it easier for publishers to 
do their work?” Prince said were 
Cloudfare’s principal questions. 
A company’s web content can be 
parked on each of Cloudfare’s 14 
data centers located around the 
world, enabling someone in Hong 
Kong to access web content from a 
data center in Tokyo, rather than 
the company’s local server. This re-

sults in faster-loading web pages. 
“In the distance between the server 
and someone’s computer, a lot of 
errors can take place,” Prince said. 
By using CloudFlare, “it’s like the 
company runs its web site from all 
over the world.” According to the 
company, some of its customers say 
their websites load, on average, 30 
percent faster with its service. 

The data center also helps 
determine if a visitor is friendly 
or malevolent, blocking attempts 
by those with ill-will to knock a 
website offline. And CloudFlare 

“The best place in the world 
for CloudFlare is the Bay Area 
because the density of talented 
engineers is like nowhere else.”    

–CloudFare founder Matthew Prince

By Keith Burbank

the next 100 years. If we do our work 
well, we will bring it [Pier 70] back 
to life. It will be a prime place, [next 
door to] wonderful Dogpatch. [The 
buildings] could be a showcase of 
what man did in 1854.”

oDI, the second team to make 
a presentation, told residents it has 
completed roughly 16 million square 
feet of redevelopment work, including 
recently completed 1440 Broadway, a 
historic office building in downtown 
oakland, which was originally built 
between 1903 and 1911. Broadway’s 
interiors feature Cararra marble and 
white oak, and required extensive 
refurbishment, similar to Pier 70’s 
Building 101. Its creative partner 
for the Pier 70 project would be 
Marcy Wong Donn Logan Architects, 
which won the American Institute of 
Architects’ National Institute Honor 
Award in 2011. The architects and 
oDI were involved in redevelopment 
of The Ford Assembly Building 
in Richmond, California, another 
project with similar characteristics 
as Pier 70. 

Eddie orton, oDI’s president, 
told the audience that it’s “commit-
ted” to hiring project staff from the 
surrounding community, as well as 
relying on local businesses to help 
redevelop the pier. “This project will 
be the focus of our company,” said 
James Madsen, of oDI’s Business 
Development office. As soon as the 
project is awarded, “we will have 
an office on-site immediately. The 
first things we do is establish on-site 
security to stop vandalism. We want 
to make sure there is something left to 
restore,” he said. The firm will imme-
diately “weatherize” the properties to 
avoid more damage being caused, and 
re-establish the buildings’ structural 
integrity, so they don’t fall down. 

According to orton, throughout 
the project the company will conduct 
in-depth engineering work and listen 
to residents, so that redevelopment 
will “enhance the surrounding com-
munity.” And the team will be looking 

for “diverse, creative tenants” for the 
restored buildings. 

“We will be writing a substantial 
check,” to finance the project, Madsen 
said. “We have the ability to bor-
row the rest,” he said. The firm will 
“pay back whatever it borrows with 
proceeds of the project. We believe 
the project should pay for itself,” he 
said. According to Madsen, Pier 70 
is a “generational opportunity,” and 
an “incredible opportunity” for oDI. 
According to Marcy Wong, with Wong 
Logan, Pier 70 won’t be redeveloped 
into “a tourist trap or a small Disney-
land. These are buildings and spaces 
any designer would salivate over.” 

oDI owns its own environmen-
tal remediation company, so it can 
remove any on-site contaminants. 
According to orton, potential con-
taminants are “part of the design 
process. It’s a constraint. You have to 
iterate through it. We are designers 
and we design for the very long term. 
We are canvas stretchers, not picture 
painters.”

Both teams stepped out of the 
room after the second presentation, 
to provide time for the advisory group 
to review each proposal’s strengths 
and weaknesses in front of the audi-
ence. The group noted a number of 
oDI’s strengths. Some members were 
pleased that oDI “came right up 
front with how [it] will finance [the 
project],” recognized “the diversity 
of the area,” and is willing “to invest 
its money into the project.” others 
believed that oDI’s proposal seemed 
more practical and more likely to be 
completed before the buildings fall 
down, and that oDI appeared to be 
more “nimble and efficient,” referring 
to the company’s proposal to secure 
the property early on, set-up an onsite 
office immediately, and make a finan-
cial investment in the project. And, a 
member praised oDI in that it “did 
not predetermine uses” for the site, 
citing the company’s comment about 
“stretching the canvas, not painting 
the picture.” CWAG members were 
concerned that ECB may not have 
oDI’s financial capability. 

PhOTOgRAPhS COURTESY Of kRiSTin TARR

Above: cloudfare’s cofounder and ceo, 
Matthew prince. Bottom: prince, far right, 
with the other cofounders, Michelle Zatlyn, 
and lee Holloway.

see CLOUDFARE Southside page 4
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Susan Olk
CRS, CLHMS, DRE 00788097

415.550.8835
SusanOlk@ZephyrSF.com

www.susanolk.com

Coming Soon!  North Slope Potrero Condo with Views!

Trust Your Real Estate Transactions To the #1 Agent on Potrero Hill

• Two bedrooms, two full baths

• Views of downtown SF skyline

• Hardwood floors

• Woodburning fireplace 

• Private deck w/downtown SF views

• Large additional storage room

• One car parking in garage

• Walking distance to shops & restaurants

North Slope Potrero Condo with Views!

Sales are happening in your 

neighborhood, keep your 

finger on the pulse.

Sales are on an upswing with 

more activity and buyer interest 

in the marketplace.  Prices are 

holding steady, and days on 

market have come down slightly 

in recent months. 

Properties that are in good 

repair and have nice updates are 

typically selling more quickly 

and much closer to the original 

asking price (and sometimes 

over).  Location is important, so 

it’s no surprise that our coveted 

neighborhood is doing well. 

For all of your real estate 

questions and needs, contact 

me any time!
NEW! Follow me on Facebook, 

Twitter and LinkedIn

Also, check out my blog 

at www.susanolk.com
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Call or email me for more details and price!

SHORT CUTS from page 3

a U.S. General — played by James 
Gandolfini — British minister, and 
the British Prime Minister’s chief 
spin-doctor, who spits expletives like 
he’s de-shelling sunflower seeds with 
his teeth. The incompetent minister’s 
attempt to juggle the pressing issue of 
war while dealing with voters with 
blocked drains and a collapsing wall 
alone makes the movie worth watch-
ing. While In the Loop doesn’t give a 
complete picture of how London and 
Washington operate, it effectively 
captures a certain, funny and sad, 
slice. 

Correction
The San Francisco Public Utili-

ties Commission (SFPUC) contacted 
the View to point-out several errors in 
last month’s “City Searches for Next 
Drop of Water.” According to SFPUC, 
the $4.6 billion Water System Im-
provement Project will be fully com-
pleted by 2016, 13 years from when it 
was first approved by voters, rather 
than the “upwards of two decades” 
stated in the article. SFPUC’s water 
holdings don’t include “hundreds of 
pumping and transfer stations, treat-
ment plants, and storage facilities,” 
as written in the article. Instead, 
outside San Francisco the agency has 
three major treatment facilities: Tesla 
Ultraviolet Treatment Facility, Sunol 
Valley Water Treatment Plant, and 
Harry Tracy Water Treatment Plant; 
four pump stations— San Antonio, 
Pulgas, Baden and Crystal Springs 
— which are mainly used to move 

water into the San Antonio, Crystal 
Springs or San Andreas Reservoirs. 
Within the City, SFPUC operates 17 
pump stations. 

Rather than relying on local 
aquifers, as indicated in the article, 
15 percent of SFPUC’s regional wa-
ter supplies come from two nearby 
watersheds: Alameda Creek Water-
shed— Calaveras and San Antonio 
Reservoirs— in the East Bay, and San 
Mateo Creek Watershed— Upper and 
Lower Crystal Springs Reservoirs, 
San Andreas Reservoir, Pilarcitos 
Reservoir— on the Peninsula. The 
View quoted Restore Hetch Hetchy’s 
Mike Marshall stating that orange 
County recycles “72 million gallons 
of water daily.” SFPUC offered 
alternative data from the Municipal 
Water District of orange County, 
indicating that it recycles roughly 
half that much. 

Rather than nine reservoirs, the 
City operates seven. SFPUC doesn’t 
believe that Don Pedro Reservoir 
could be used to replace Hetch Hetchy 
as a storage facility, as it doesn’t own 
it— Modesto and Turlock Irrigation 
Districts do— the City has no rights 
to store water in it, and there’s no in-
frastructure to move water out of Don 
Pedro and into SFPUC’s distribution 
system. The $10 billion estimate to re-
store Hetch Hetchy Valley and remove 
and demolish o’Shaughnessy Dam 
indicated in the article wasn’t based 
on SFPUC’s “own, unsubstantiated 
study,” but rather is derived from a 
2006 California Department of Water 
Resources study. The View regrets 
these errors.

Omega Boys Club Celebrates 
a Quarter-Century of Service

on February 26, 2012 omega 
Boys Club celebrated its 25th an-
niversary. After co-founders Jack 
Jacqua and Joseph Marshall — the 
later now a PhD, and both former 
San Francisco Unified School Dis-
trict employees — got tired of their 
young students dying in the streets 
they decided to do something about 
it. “We had no idea that it would 
become the renowned life-saving 
program that it is today” shared 
Marshall. 

The week before omega Boys 
Club was to have its first meeting, 
Jacqua and Marshall made a list 
of young men they believed would 
agree to participate in an after-
school program, and who needed 
love and guidance from adults. The 
list consisted of roughly 15 promis-
ing young men who were facing 
challenging times. on the night 
of February 26, 1987 more than 
30 young men showed up, some 
invited by the founders, others by 
their friends. 

In 1987, San Francisco was in 
the middle of an epidemic. “Crack 
cocaine was everywhere,” said Joe 
Thomas, an omega early college 
graduate. “Just coming outside 
my door each day was a challenge 
to not get shot or asked to buy 
or sell some crack,” said Marcel 
Evans, an original omega member. 

“Thank you to Ms. Maxwell and 
the Potrero Hill staff at that time 
for supporting us from day one,” 
said Jacqua. 

Today, omega Boys Club alum-
ni bring their children to omega. 

By Shervon Hunter

PhOTOgRAPh BY J.  dURRAnT

Shervon Hunter used to play basketball with 
the boys before they’d head off to the club. 
She remembers the day the boys asked her 
to join them, and she became the club’s 
first female member. Today nearly half of the 
club’s members are girls.

see OMEGA Southside page 4
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Congratulations 2011 Zephyr Real Estate Top Producers!

Front Row/Seated (left to right): Don Woolhouse (Noe Valley 

Top Producer), Danielle Lazier (#1 Companywide Top 

Producer), Robin Hubinsky (West Portal Top Producer), 

Mollie Poe (Company Top 10), Chris Sprague (Company 

Top 10). Back Row (left to right): Bill Kitchen (Upper Market 

Top Producer), Anna Spathis (Company Top 10), Tim 

Gullicksen (Paci�c Heights Top Producer), Richard 

Meyerson (Company Top 10). Not pictured: Tim Hawko 

(Company Top 10).   Shot on location on the roof deck of 829 Folsom 

(829folsom.com).

Daniel Fernandez Harry Clark Christine Doud
Potrero Top Producer

James R. Holloway Luba Muzichenko Michael Salstein Jeremy Burnett Mark Peschel Faye Dibachi Laura Kaufman Greg Gamp Radha Tomassetti Marion Broder Suhl Chin Kevin Birmingham Peter Goss Doug Dietz

Kevin Markarian Seth Skolnick Stephanie Johnson Gillian Pontes Debbie Dells Steve Dells Jim Beitzel Aldo Carobene Dan BunkerTanja Beck Eric Castongia Joost Van de Water Darin HolwitzR. Lee Patterson

Andrew Roth Michael Ackerman Sam Avery Ken Eggers Deborah Nguyen Bonnie Spindler Julie Reber Sherri Howe Vicki Valandra Gary Tribulato Amy Clemens

C A S T R O   •   N O E  V A L L E Y  •   P A C I F I C  H E I G H T S   •   z e p h y r s f . c o m   •   P O T R E R O  H I L L   •   U P P E R  M A R K E T   •   W E S T  P O R T A L

The View is delighTed To publish local kids’ birThdays, accomplishmenTs, and milesTones. please email your image and/or  

capTion To graphics@poTreroView.neT by The 18Th of The prior monTh. high resoluTion phoTos, please!

color

 Two things to celebrate 
this month: big sister 

ava lost her first tooth, 
and little brother 

dashiell turns two!  
hooray for our silly girl 

and our pensive guy.
love,

 mama, dada and the 
furry menagerie

happy second 
birthday to our 

special little lady.  
we love you tons! 

mom, dad, gabriel, 
and lukey  
(the pooch) 

Kids on the BlockKids on the Block

Céleste, who turned two 
on february 28, walking 
on Tulum beach. bisous, 
maman et papa.

Christian: nine months, and 
then you arrived. one month 
and then you smiled. Two 
months, and then you spoke. 
before we know it you’ll be 
cracking a joke! welcome to 
the world!  we love you so 
very much!!

your clueless parents,
eric and amy

newborn Asha and two 
year-old sister Izzy, get 
some crib time with dad.

lisa, amir and big 
sister leila would like to 
introduce soraya paloma, 
born on february 16th. 
we are overjoyed by the 
newest addition to our 
family. 

The View is delighted to publish local kids’ birthdays, accomplishments, and milestones. please email your image and/or caption to graphics@potreroview.net by the 18th of the prior month. high resolution photos, please!
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PhOTOgRAPh BY EMiLY PAYnE

Potrero Hill’s and Dogpatch’s 
parks are often tucked away and 
hard to find. They aren’t crowded 
with hipsters — like Dolores Park — 
or full of joggers, like Golden Gate 
Park. Instead, many of them have a 
quiet charm, accentuated by their 
location on a hillside, under a freeway 
or juxtaposed to the industrial land-
scape. As the neighborhoods change, 
Southside parks regularly experience 
clashes between various demograph-
ics, particularly dog owners and 
families. With open space limited in 
an increasingly crowded area, these 
little parks are well used and appreci-
ated by neighbors who love them, and 
who often contribute time and money 
to maintain them.

A survey of three of the Hill’s 
parks resulted in three different 
experiences. McKinley Square — lo-
cated on top of a hill above Highway 
101, where Vermont meets 20th Street 
— is a charmer of a park, which ex-
udes a sense that it’s a secret known 
by only a few privileged people. It 
has a fenced-in children’s play area, 
a smallish open space for dogs to 
run around, and hillside trails laden 
with trees. “This park is a little more 
neighborhood-oriented,” said Nick 
Vee who lives near McKinley, and 
often walks his two dogs, Jake and 
oscar, there. “There are people who 
have been coming here forever,” he 
added. “I’ve met some neighbors that 
I didn’t know otherwise,” admitted 
Mike Ryan, who also lives just blocks 
away. “I think dog owners have a 
certain amount of bonding,” he added 
with a chuckle, as he tried to corral 
his two dogs, Max and Elvis.

McKinley also attracts commut-
ers to the Showplace Square area, 
who bring their dogs to work and 
take them for walks in the park. “I 
bring my dog here because I have a 

puppy,” said Irvin Govan of his dog 
Rosie, a golden retriever-poodle mix. 
“Up here I can let her off her leash 
because there is hardly any traffic 
and she won’t run in the street.” 
Govan said his only complaint is the 
park’s poor drainage, which often 
leaves the ground muddy, a theme 
echoed by many dog owners who visit 
McKinley.

According to some nearby resi-
dents of McKinley, Esprit Park in 
Dogpatch is better suited for free-
range dogs. That perception is a point 

of contention. Esprit isn’t designated 
as off-leash, said Connie Chan, the 
San Francisco Parks and Recreation 
Department’s deputy director of 
public affairs. “As park stewards we 
are happy to facilitate that conversa-
tion,” Chan said, of current tensions 
between families who would prefer 
that the leash laws be obeyed in Es-
prit Park and dog owners who want 
their pets to roam free. “We definitely 
want the neighborhood to come out 
and talk about their opinions,” she 
added.

Megan oxford moved to the 
Dogpatch a few months ago, and is 
glad she has a place to bring her dog 
nearby. “It’s nice that this neighbor-
hood has this, you wouldn’t think 
this neighborhood would even have 
a park,” she said as she threw a ball 
for her dog Bozy in Esprit Park, her 
young daughter Adele in her arms. 
“The needs of a neighborhood change 
as people come and go,” Chan said 
of Esprit, the only park that she 

readily agreed had some dog-people 
controversy. “Park and Rec just hopes 
to accommodate as many people as 
possible by making dog owners obey 
the leash laws while trying to provide 
dog-friendly spaces.”

Dog owners who want to be sure 
they aren’t breaking any rules can 
head to Progress Park on Indiana 
Street, next to the 280 onramp. This 
remarkable little park used to be an 
overgrown and unkempt haven for the 
homeless and drug users until a group 
of neighbors decided to reclaim it in 
2010. A year and half later—and with 
a lot of volunteer work — the park is 
thriving, with spaces for people to 
relax on benches and a designated 
dog area. “This area isn’t as settled 
as the top of the hill,” explained Bill 
Slatkin, one of the organizers behind 
Progress Park. “This is a brand new 
neighborhood that has only been here 
about 10 years,” he added, saying that 
many of his neighbors work 24/7, and 
tend to be transient, making it hard 
to foster a community that cares 
about the neighborhood. Progress 
Park has become a rallying point for 
discussions about other neighborhood 
issues, like crime. “It’s changed the 
personality of our little neighbor-
hood. It’s made it more livable,” 
Slatkin.

The California Department of 
Transportation, which owns the land, 
supports the park, and the San Fran-
cisco Department of Public Works has 
provided tools and assistance. “There 
were some people who doubted,” 
Slatkin said of their initial efforts. “It 
looked like such an enormous project, 
but we didn’t run out of juice.” 

According to Slatkin, many 
organizations — including the San 
Francisco Parks Alliance — are will-
ing to help communities who want to 
foster parks in their neighborhoods. 
Slatkin said that Annie Shaw’s work 
on the Pennsylvania Garden, which 
emerged from derelict land located 
near an ugly 280 off-ramp, inspired 
Progress Park. Chan said that she 
thinks it’s great that community 
members took it into their own hands 
to create more green space. Park 
and Rec has a volunteer program for 
people who want to help keep their 
community parks nice, one of the 
many ways the department has been 
trying to “do less with more” while 
weathering budget cuts.

Potrero Hill’s Parks Offer Diverse Experiences to Visitors
By Katrina Schwartz

PhOTOgRAPhS BY CAiTLin COOREMAn

At dusk dog owners gather at esprit park to socialize and walk their dogs.

Fresh Mediterranean

Happy Hour | sunday-Monday-tuesday

halF oFF Bottle Wines Wednesday

Private Banquet rooM

With no rooM Charage

1457 18th street | san FranCisCo

415-796-3812
WWW.PerasF.CoM
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TIM JOHNSON
Paragon Real Estate Group 
DRE# 01476421

415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com
www.timjohnsonSF.com

The shortage of homes for sale is a key factor. The many well-qualified buyers who are  
eager to live on Potrero Hill had very few homes to choose from in 2011.  

If you have been thinking of selling your home, 2012 may be an excellent time to take 
advantage of strong demand from buyers.

This dramatic home at 265 Arkansas Street attracted three offers and sold  
for $1,550,000 after just twelve days on the market.

2009 17th St ............... $750,000

1566 19th St ............... $831,500

2005 19th St ............ $2,150,000

1306 20th St ............... $825,000

265 Arkansas St  ...... $1,550,000

758 Arkansas St  ......... $500,000

752 Carolina St ........ $3,250,000

1056 Carolina St ......... $795,000

380 Connecticut St ..... $900,000

646 De Haro St ........ $1,060,000

706 De Haro St ........ $1,437,500

860 De Haro St ........ $1,960,000

890 De Haro St ........... $920,000

1136 De Haro St ......... $840,000

1151 De Haro St ......... $960,000

1470 De Haro St ......... $520,000

519 Kansas St  ......... $1,100,000

746 Kansas St .......... $1,595,000

1308 Mariposa St ........ $900,000

357 Mississippi St ... $1,817,000

437 Mississippi St ... $1,105,000

407 Missouri St  ....... $1,050,000

628 Missouri St  .......... $480,000

654 Pennsylvania St ... $717,000

1013 Rhode Island St . $1,040,000

1429 Rhode Island St ... $855,000

538 Utah Street ........... $710,000

531 Vermont St ........... $995,000

823 Vermont St ........... $765,000

905 Vermont St ........... $699,000

600 Wisconsin St ..... $1,595,000

636 Wisconsin St ..... $1,201,000

1163 Wisconsin St ...... $660,000

1175 Wisconsin St ...... $568,000

Sales Prices for All Potrero Hill Homes Sold in 2011*

In 2011 the average sales price for a home on Potrero Hill  
has been $1,091,206*.

If you’d like a free report on the value of your home,  
call Tim Johnson at 710-9000

Why Did This Potrero Hil l Home 
Sell After Just Twelve Days?

*Sales information as of January 17, 2012 in SFAR MLS.
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Quesada gardens: growing Community

Nonprofit Provides Green Job Training

Just a few feet off of Third Street, 
the Quesada Gardens is a calming 
oasis in the heart of Bayview. The long, 
narrow garden runs down the middle 
of the street. What started as a barren 
median where people threw trash, 
parked their cars, and dealt drugs 
has grown to symbolize the power 
of community action. “As the garden 
has become more and more lush, the 
people have become more beautiful, 
too,” said Carla Eagleton, one of the 
garden initiative’s leaders.

The Quesada Gardens Initiative 
encourages local residents to take an 
active role in beautifying their neigh-
borhood. Started by Annette Smith 
and Karl Paige in 2002, the garden 
began with a few neighbors planting 
an eclectic mix of whatever they hap-
pened to have; everything from sage 
to cactus to banana trees. As more 
people got involved, the organization 
adopted a formal governing structure 
to obtain consensus on goals and del-
egate responsibility. Now the organi-
zation includes multiple gardens, and 
recently won a $25,000 grant from 
the GRo1000 Gardens and Green 
Spaces Awards. The U.S. Conference 
of Mayors and the ScottsMiracle-Gro 
Company award the grants to just five 
cities nationwide annually in recogni-
tion of exemplary public gardening 
projects.

The gardens also feature public art 
by local artists. Deirdre DeFranceaux 

and Santie Huckaby’s mural, dedi-
cated in 2004 at the end of Quesada, 
illustrates the community’s love for 
the garden. Malik Seneferu and Heidi 
Hardin’s 2009 mural “Bayview Is…” 
was designed with room for future 
artists and organizations to paint 
expressions of their perspectives on 
their community, epitomizing the 
neighborhood’s evolving character.  
Eagleton’s future vision for the garden 
includes other public artworks, such 
as mosaics and decorative benches.

Transforming the neighborhood 
hasn’t been easy. An active grass-
roots campaign supports the Garden 

Initiative, with volunteers knocking 
on doors, applying for grants, and 
engaging the community. “At first they 
said ‘go ahead and garden.’ Now that 
it’s more organized and more people 
are involved, it’s more beaurocratic,” 
said Eagleton, who serves as an artist-
in-residence for the neighborhood, but 
would rather spend her time garden-
ing. “Supporting and working in your 
community with your neighbors is 
the right thing to do. The investment 
builds a better world.” 

For more information on Que-
sada Gardens Initiative , visit 
quesadagardens.org.

By Simon Stahl

By Stephen Suzuki

By Katrina Schwartz

Bayview 
Attracts 
LGBT 
Residents

It all began with a Facebook 
group started by a few friends who 
wanted to connect gay Bayview-
Hunters Point residents with one 
another. The group’s originators 
knew each other beyond the Inter-
net, and thought it’d be cute to call 
the group “Gayview/Homo’s Point” 
in reference to the neighborhoods 
where they lived. “The goal of the 
group was to get to know other 
gay people in the Bayview and to 
broaden our community base,” 
explained Chris Waddling, one of 
the group’s administrators, who has 
lived in Silver Terrace for the past 
eight years. “It was really just to 
be cute and funny. It wasn’t meant 
to offend anybody. And it wasn’t to 
disrespect the name or the place,” 
said Waddling, who feels more at 
home in District 10 than he’s felt 
anywhere else in the City.

The group grew quickly. But 
tensions soon emerged among some 
online commenters, who bristled at 
what they considered to be classist 
or racist remarks. Gentrification, 
race, class and identity were raised 
in a space that wasn’t structured 
to host such complex discussions. 
Increasingly nasty virtual conversa-
tions prompted the group’s adminis-
trators to banish a few people from 
the group. Being a virtual world, the 
ousted immediately started a new 
Facebook group in opposition to the 
first group. Feelings got hurt. 

While the Facebook forum has 
calmed down, the virtual storm 
reflected a quickly changing Dis-
trict 10, where the T-line provides 
downtown access, and new develop-
ments, like 5600 Third Street, are 
for sale at affordable prices to first 
time homeowners. Many of the gay 
newcomers to the neighborhood 
have quickly become engaged with 
community organizations. “Most of 
the LGBT people I know, one of the 
first things they do if they are new to 
the neighborhood is join an existing 
group,” said Waddling. “We’re not 
trying to become the new Castro,” 
he added. “People are moving there 
because they can afford to.” 

Waddling has lived in the Cas-
tro and outer Mission, but prefers 
Bayview. “It’s much less transient 
feeling. People that I meet there 
have lived there for a long time,” he 

PhOTOgRAPh BY RikA kRUSE

PhOTOgRAPh BY dERRiE MCCLURE 

Quesada Garden, started by karl paige and Annette Smith in 2002, is a lush, resident-run 
and designed garden planted on a median strip, just off Third Street. 

deshannon Meillaur is a recent graduate 
from eTc’s free, 14-week green construction 
and carpentry program. 

Last month Asian Neighbor-
hood Design’s (AND) Employment 
Training Center (ETC) graduated 
its latest crop of green ambas-
sadors at a ceremony that marked 
34 years of teaching low-income, 
at-risk youth and young adults 
how to secure working wage jobs 
and keep their lives together, most 
recently by building green houses 
and installing solar panels.  

Visitacion Val ley residents 
Ernesto Arroyo, Evert Mejia, De-
Shanon Meillaur and Marcel Cato 
were among the 19 participants who 
graduated from ETC’s free, 14-week 
green construction and carpentry 
program. Since the program’s in-
ception in 1978, the South-of-Mar-
ket-based architecture, community 
planning and green job training 
nonprofit has helped more than 
2,500 of San Francisco’s most vul-
nerable residents pull themselves 
out of poverty and complicated 
pasts. ETC trainees frequently 
come from the City’s most impov-
erished Southside neighborhoods, 
including Bayview-Hunters Point, 

Visitacion Valley, and the Potrero 
Annex-Terrace complex. 

For Ernesto Arroyo, 26, who 
grew up in the Mission and is the 
father of three, ETC has given him 
a chance to turn his life around. 
Arroyo served time in the Cali-
fornia Youth Authority from ages 
14 to 19. out for only a year, he 
was in custody again from ages 
20 to 24. Coming off parole, he 
realized he had “an opportunity 
to get into something better, do 
something for my kids, provide for 
them, make better decisions and 
be responsible for them.” 

Most of ETC’s trainees face 
multiple barriers: lack of educa-
tion – a high percentage are high 
school dropouts – single parent-
hood, homelessness, veteran status 
and contact with the juvenile or 
adult justice system. About 75 per-
cent are on probation or parole, 90 
percent are from communities of 
color, and all are low-income. ETC 
helps them break barriers; going 
from prison to the top of the class. 
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Lbgt from Page 1skateboard Park to take the 
Place of woodward gardens
By Keith Burbank

La Nee Thai Massage
(415) 282-2236

1453 Valencia Street, SF, CA 94110
between 25th & 26th Street

www.laneethai.com info@laneethai.com

La Nee Thai Traditional Massage
30-minute $30, 60-minute $55

90-minute $80, 120-minute $105
Thai Herbal Massage

60-minute $65, 90-minute $95
120-minute $120

Thai Aroma Oil Massage
60-minute $65, 90-minute $95

120-minute $120
Thai Reflexology

60-minute $60, 90-minute $90
Thai Prenatal Massage

60-minute $60, 90-minute $90

$10 off any 60-min session
M-F 11AM to 5PM

open daily 11:00 am - 8:00 pm 
accept credit card

appointment recommended, walk-ins welcome

San Francisco youth will soon 
have a new place to skateboard. 
A skate park is being built under 
a section of the Central Freeway 
between otis, Mission, Duboce, 
and Stevenson streets. According 
to San Francisco Skateboarding 
Association (SFSA) president Bryan 
Hornbeck, the park will provide 
a safe place for San Francisco’s 
many boarders to skate. An envi-
ronmental review determined that 
air quality in the area meets state 
standards.

The park will feature art on 
the concrete freeway abutments. 
According to the San Francisco 
Arts Commission, the artwork was 
inspired by Woodward Gardens, 
which operated from 1866 to 1891. 
The gardens included an amuse-
ment park, zoo, exotic garden, 
museum of natural curiosities, and 
the West Coast’s largest skating 
rink. The art “couldn’t be worse,” 
complained Hornbeck, who said 
that it was created mostly to deter 
graffiti. A sculpture of a giant skate 
truck, the part of the board that 
holds the wheels, which skaters 
wanted to be installed at the park’s 
entrance won’t be included, accord-
ing to  San Francisco Department 
of Public Works (DPW) landscape 
architect, Koa Pickering. 

The park, which consists of 
a triangular-shaped area, will 
include numerous topographies, 
such as a steep pyramid bank, a 
triangular bank, amphitheater 
block features, and a mini ramp/
ditch feature. The park’s designer, 
Newline Skateparks, is aiming to 
create a space with “street” style 
skating characteristics, such as 
stairs and hand railings. The skate 

park is just one of a package of com-
munity amenities being developed 
under the “SoMa West Improve-
ment Project,” which includes a dog 
run, streetscaping, traffic calm-
ing features, and McCoppin Hub, 
which is designed as a place where 
community members can gather. 
Skatepark construction will start 
this spring, and be completed by 
the fall, according to DPW.

The SoMa West improvements 
were tr iggered by the Central 
Freeway’s partial demolition. Since 
then, neighborhoods l iberated 
from freeway structures have been 
redeveloped; SoMa West reflects 
an effort to improve communities 
still suffering from a freeway. An 
earlier SoMa West plan included a 
children’s playground and basket-
ball courts, but the land for those 
projects will be used for parking. 

The projects are being funded 

South of Market West Improvement Project

Parcel A – Concept Plan: Skate Park

by proceeds from the sale of parcels 
that became available when the 
freeway came down. SoMa West 
improvements have taken longer to 
develop than anticipated because 
the economic downturn slowed land 
sales, according to DPW. The City 
has now sold the necessary parcels, 
raising sufficient funds to pay for 
the new amenities, which are esti-
mated to cost $8.4 million.

explained. “And I see it as a place 
to put down roots.” Waddling is 
involved in the Quesada Garden Ini-
tiative, which is improving a stretch 
of median on Quesada Avenue. 

Neo Vevea, a life-long District 
10 resident and a Samoan man 
who identifies as gay, agreed that 
people are moving to Bayview 
because of real estate opportuni-
ties. “There’s a definite movement 
of gay people moving into District 
10,” he confirmed. Vevea is glad that 
more openly gay people are living 
in his neighborhood because of the 
community-building energy they 
bring with them. “But I think what 
they are lacking is a sensitivity to 
those individuals who aren’t as 
educated and who don’t know about 
these things,” he added, in refer-
ence to gay life and homosexuality 
in general. Growing up in the Sun-
nydale housing complex Vevea said 
he didn’t have too many problems 
coming out because Polynesian 
culture accepts homosexual and 
transgender people. Still, not all 
Bayview or Visitacion Valley resi-
dents have that outlook, he said.

SUbScrIbe 
$42/Year

pOtrerOvIew.Net/SUbScrIbe

The new skateboard park, triangular in shape, is designed with features that a skateboarder 
would find on city streets, such as handrails and steps.

MAP COURTESY Of SOMA WEST
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egies, to capture storm water and 
improve the system overall.” 

According to SFPUC communica-
tions manager Jean Walsh, the agency 
is still in the planning stages of its 
sewer system improvement program, 
which is likely to cost “multiple bil-
lions of dollars.” SFPUC hopes to 
implement new odor control technol-
ogy at the Southeast Sewage Treat-
ment Plant, located on Phelps Street. 
Existing equipment at the facility 
dates to the 1950s. “By June-July, we 
hope to get the program validated 
and approved by the commission, and 
then we’ll have a better idea of costs, 
and a plan to move forward,” Walsh 
pointed out.  

The agency’s community benefits 
program is key to its strategy to ad-
dress neighborhood concerns about 
the plant. “We want to be a good 
neighbor and to ensure that we’ve 
adopted and elevated this policy to 
the highest ranks of the organiza-
tion. Its principles are embedded in 
all that we do; from art, education 
and employment programs, to how 
we can give back to the community.” 
SFPUC has adopted criteria for hir-
ing and awarding contracts as “we do 
projects in the Bayview,” Walsh said. 
“As mitigation for when the plant was 
built, the agency created a community 
center that was to be a place for meet-
ings, day care, job training and other 
educational activities,” she said. “And 
we are working hard on revitalizing 
it, to make it what was meant to be.”  
SFPUC is working with City College, 
which occupies part of the community 
center, which is located on Evans 
Street, to get “good programming, 
such as certain classes people want, 
like a new sewing class now offered 
at the community center.”

SFPUC has also embarked on 
several projects to “diversify” as a 
means to increase water supply and 
reliability, including building two 
recycled water plants for the City’s 
west and east sides. The agency’s goal 
is to cut the City’s demand for Hetch 
Hetchy water by 10 million gallons 
a day (mgd), with four mgd coming 
from conservation, two mgd of new 
groundwater supplies, and four mgd 
of recycled water. Initially, most of the 

recycled water will be used to irrigate 
City properties, according to Jue. 
However, over time the agency hopes 
to sell recycled water to retail and 
industrial customers, including large 
residential developments. State regu-
lations mandate that recycled water 
be delivered in separate pipes from 
drinking water; as a result, recycled 
water is distributed in purple-colored 
pipes to distinguish it. 

“Even with the economic down-
turn and the slight decline in water 
usage in the City, the need for alter-
native water supplies is urgent,” Jue 
said. San Francisco has access to five 
natural underground water sources 
in the Sunset-Richmond district, he 
explained. “There’s a huge aquifer 
that’s shared between San Francisco 
and San Mateo County, running from 
underneath Golden Gate Park all the 
way to Millbrae.” The agency plans to 
“blend in” groundwater with Hetch 
Hetchy water. SFPUC is in the process 
of completing environmental impact 
reports for two groundwater projects 
as part of its Water System Improve-
ment Program (WSIP). EIRs for the 
regional groundwater storage and 
recovery program and the groundwa-
ter supply project are expected to be 
released late this year or early next, 
according to Betsy Rhodes, regional 
communications manager for the 
agency’s Sunol area projects.

Golden Gate Park is a candidate 
for the west side recycling plant, 
which has aroused ardent opposition 
from neighbors, park users, bird-
watchers, nature lovers and environ-
mental groups. “There’s been lots of 
pushback from locals, NIMBYs, they 
have environmental concerns, it’s 
controversial,” Jue admitted. “We’d 
like to construct at the park, but we 
have several options,” Jue offered.  
“The west side plant will recycle up 
to two million gallons per day, water 
that will be used to irrigate parks 
and open spaces.” 

SFPUC has conducted public 
workshops over the past several 
months to discuss building a water 
recycling facility in the southeast 
sector. “It’s hard to engage people 
when you’re in the development stage. 
People don’t want to think about it, 
but you’ll definitely hear from them 
once you get to the site selection 
phase. Nobody wants a treatment 
plant in their neighborhood. People 
are afraid of the water, the smells, the 
’yuck’ factor…they say things like ‘I 
don’t want that water near my kids, 
on the lawns they play on. People don’t 
want to conserve water unless there’s 
a drought. And then when the drought 

is over, they don’t think about it, or 
plan for the future. Things are hard 
enough when it comes to thinking 
and planning the future in their own 
lives,” said Jue.

The proposed Eastside Recycled 
Water Project would reuse roughly 
two million gallons of drinking water 
that’s currently being flushed down 
San Franciscans’ toilets, repurposing 
it for landscape irrigation, decorative 
fountains, Laundromats and cooling 
towers. It’s all part of a master plan 
to manage water resources more 
sustainably, according to the agency, 
reducing demand on the Hetch Hetchy 
system, and preparing for drought, 
climate change and earthquakes. 

This is the second of a two-part 
series.

CITY BIGGEST WATER USER

of the roughly 97 billion gallons 
of water delivered by the SFPUC to 
Bay Area customers annually, the 
majority goes to San Francisco. And 
of that, the biggest consumer is the 
City itself. In fiscal year 2010, San 
Francisco residents used an average 
of 64.4 million gallons a day (mgd) 
or about 24 billion gallons a year, 
excluding commercial, industrial 
and government water consumption. 

Betsy Rhodes, regional communica-
tions manager for SFPUC’s Sunol 
area projects, cautioned that the data 
also doesn’t include “unaccounted 
for water losses,” such as “meter 
under-registration and water used 
for firefighting, street cleaning and 
main flushing.” That might add up 
to another seven mgd, or 2.6 billion 
gallons annually.

Government is often the top 
water user throughout the nation, 
because of its large office buildings, 
industrial facilities — such as sew-
age treatment plants, pumping and 
transfer stations, and cooling tow-
ers — parks, golf courses and schools. 
San Francisco’s other large water 
users include commercial/industrial 
enterprises — such as the University 
of California campus — hospitals, 
research facilities, office and en-
tertainment complexes — like AT&T 
Park — and hotels and multi-family 
residential buildings. 

SFPUC water conservation 
manager Julie ortiz spends most 
of her time encouraging these and 
other entities to conserve, providing 
technical and financial assistance 
to customers. “We work with the 
biggest water users, who spend a lot 
of money using, and wasting water, 
unfortunately.” ortiz has been work-
ing with golf courses to gear up to use 
recycled water. ortiz expects that 
the Harding Park golf course will 
begin taking recycled water from a 
Daly City plant to water greens and 
landscaping later this year. 

SFPUC conducts free water con-
servation audits that identify leaks, 
evaluate water-saving improvements 
and make recommendations for 
repairs or replacements of inefficient 
plumbing with water-saving devices. 
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TRY A CLASS FOR FREE!
Our Cardio Classes are suitable for all levels of fitness!
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Top: ernesto Arroyo, bottom, feels eTc’s 
program has given him a chance to turn his 
life around. Bottom: evert Mejia, a recent 
graduate.

“We also work very hard to diversify 
construction—and actively recruit 
women, who are traditionally left 
out of the field—with 28 percent in 
the current class,” said ETC site 
manager Jamie Brewster.

In the ETC program, Arroyo 
learned a host of green construc-
tion and carpentry skills – dry wall, 
cement masonry, framing, siding, 
stairs, painting, ironwork—as well 
as money management, self-esteem 
and character building, substance 
abuse awareness and prevention. 
The ETC green curriculum relies 
on San Francisco State Univer-
sity’s green workforce advocate 
Raquel Pinderhughes’ ‘Roots of 
Success’ environmental literacy 
coursework, which emphasizes 
weatherization, energy efficiency, 
recycling and solar. 

“The skills we teach are those 
needed to actually get and hold a 
job, improve their lives, pull them-
selves out of poverty and achieve 
lasting self-sufficiency,” Brewster 
said. With the help of Five Keys 
Charter School, ETC trainees can 
also earn their high school diploma 
or general education degree.

Each year ETC graduates up-
wards of 70 job-ready San Fran-
ciscans. The majority find livable 
wage jobs within 90 days. Em-
ployers include Luminalt Energy 
Corporation, Bellenus Solar, and 
Skytech Solar.

“omega is a family,” said Rayshanae 
Jones, a current college preparatory 
student. Every year omega alumni 
host a family and friends barbecue, 
which is reminiscent of a family 
reunion. “I am proud of our alumni 
and sharing our motto, The more 
you know, the more you owe,” said 
Jacqua. 

over the years omega has been 
awarded a Community Leadership 
Award from The San Francisco Foun-
dation, Leadership Award from the 
Children’s Defense Fund, Congres-
sional Freedom Works Award, and 
Jefferson Award for Public Service.

Shervon Hunter was Omega’s 
first female student.

makes it easier for small compa-
nies to compete with larger ones 
by providing free or low cost 
resources to small enterprises that 
were previously only available to 
big companies. “As the number of 
attacks increases, and the cost of 
bandwidth goes up, it is easier for 
the big guys to compete than the 
small guys,” Prince said. “Cloud-
Flare levels the playing field.” 

The company is adding 1,000 
new customers a day, including 
Fortune 500 companies and nation-
al governments. It offers two plans, 
one that’s free and CloudFlare Pro, 
which costs $20 per month for the 
first website, $5 a month for each 
additional site. With the free plan, 
CloudFlare will increase the speed 
at which a company’s web pages 
load, keep the website online even 
when the company’s server goes 
offline, and provide basic web-
site security, such as protecting 
personal information from being 
harvested by spammers. 

The professional service adds 
advanced security, statistics about 
website traffic updated every 15 
minutes — compared with every 
24 hours with the free plan — and 
additional performance features. 
CloudFlare is working on an enter-
prise plan, which will have similar 
elements as CloudFlare Pro. “We’re 
growing so fast,” Prince said. “But 
the best place in the world for 
CloudFlare is the Bay Area because 

the density of talented engineers is 
like nowhere else.”

The company has a three-year 
lease on its current space, which 
the co-founders selected in part 
because of its access to several 
nearby transportation nodes. Em-
ployees living in San Jose can 
arrive by CalTrain; those living 
in the East Bay can take Bay Area 
Rapid Transit and MUNI to work. 
“We love it here and we’re hopeful 
we’ll be able to stay in San Fran-
cisco,” Prince said.

HISTORY NIGHT 2011 
ON dvd! /$10

Potrero Hill Library, 2nd floor reference desk.  

Or, call 415-863-0784.
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“our free indoor and outdoor water 
conservation audits are available to 
any SFPUC retail water user inter-
ested in understanding and reducing 
water usage at their home, apart-
ment, business, facility or property,” 
wrote ortiz via email. Audits are 
scheduled based on the inspection 
team’s availability. 

Rebates are available for com-
mercial and residential toilet re-
placements. The agency gives away 
water-saving devices and items, 
such as low-flow showerheads, aera-
tors, toilet leak detection and repair 
parts — including flappers — to any 
City resident with proof of residency, 
as well as free low-flow toilets for 
those who are income-eligible. “We 
replace inefficient equipment, such 
as steam sterilizers and ice makers, 
and get involved in custom projects 
and retrofit programs that sometimes 
span years,” ortiz said. While the 
agency doesn’t provide financing for 
large retrofits, grants and subsidies 
for numerous conservation measures 
are available. For example, SFPUC 
pays for most of the cost — providing 
roughly $100; the customer pays 
about $14 — to install residential 
outdoor laundry-to-landscape sub-
surface irrigation systems. The 
program includes a free mandatory 
training workshop, design manual 
and on-site technical consultation. 
In addition, there are rebates for 
plumbing permit fees to install more 

complex residential gray water sys-
tems for outdoor irrigation. And the 
agency offers a community garden 
irrigation meter grant program, 
which covers fees to install dedicated 
irrigation meters for qualifying com-
munity garden/urban agriculture 
sites; as well as large landscape-
water-saving retrofit grants for retail 
customers with 2.5 acres of irrigated 
landscape. 

Nonresidential customers can 
also get grants for indoor equip-
ment retrofits. Information on a new 
rebate program to retrofit existing 
indoor water-using equipment other 
than toilets, urinals and washers, is 
posted on the agency’s website. 

The agency has partnered with 
the San Francisco Housing Authority 
(SFHA) to upgrade 39 public senior 
housing projects with large-scale 
energy and water retrofits. SFPUC 
inspectors found that many residents 
in the developments had no show-
ers, only old bathtubs, so “they’re 
now building shower stalls.” The 
agency’s focus, however, continues 
to be only “end-use fixtures, not 
infrastructure fixes,” said ortiz.  

An infrastructure f ix that 
could save water and money would 
be installing separate water me-
ters for each dwelling unit. Most 
multi-residential complexes — con-
dominiums, apartment buildings 
and live/work lofts — only have 
one water main, and a single wa-
ter bill. Even if homeowners and 
landlords paid to install separate 
water meters for each unit, they’d 

still continue to receive one water 
bill from the agency; it’d be up to 
a third-party service to split the 
bills. “That’s something landlords 
and homeowners would love to 
have, to charge their tenants for 
water use,” said ortiz. “There may 
have to be legislation in the future 
to address that.” Jue added, “As a 
70 percent renter-friendly city, it’s 
hard to get traction for something 
like separate water meters.”

The City imposes a two-tier 
water pricing system. Each single-
family residence is charged $3.50 
for the first six units; $4.60 for each 
unit thereafter. Rates are higher 
for multi-family residential build-
ings. “Several years ago, when the 
agency proposed five-tier pricing 
to encourage water conservation, 
there was so much public backlash 
to keep the status quo, the idea was 
dropped.” 

Recently adopted City com-
mercial and residential ordinances 
compel property owners to be more 
water-efficient.  The residential 
ordinance is tr iggered when a 
property is sold, and requires 
that any inefficient showerheads, 
faucets and toilets be replaced with 
efficient models meeting code. For 
example, toilets over 1.6 gallons 
per flush (gpf) must be replaced 
with models that flush 1.28 gpf or 
less, and leaks must be detected 
and repaired. 

The commercial conservation 
ordinance has two triggers: a 2017 
deadline, or a remodeling project 

costing $150,000 or more. By 2017, 
all commercial properties must 
comply with the ordinance, which 
is similar to residential require-
ments, but covers urinals.  The 
City’s Water Efficient Irrigation 
ordinance requires property own-
ers who are installing or remodel-
ing between 1,000 and 2,500 square 
feet of landscaping to complete 
a simple online application and 
design their projects so that 75 
percent of the landscaped area 
includes low-water use or climate-
appropriate plants. Projects over 
2,500 square feet must meet ad-
ditional requirements and submit 
more detailed documentation. 

TEN YEARS OF WATER RATE INCREASES 

View: What do San Francisco rate-
payers get for their money?

Jue: From 2000 to 2004, water rates 
did not increase. Starting in 2004, 
overall water rates grew at a rate 
of about 15 percent each year. Rates 
began going up to fund the 2002 
voter-approved local Measure A, a 
$4.6 billion program to seismically 
upgrade and improve water supply 
reliability for the Hetch Hetchy 
Regional Water System. Nearly 90 
percent of the work within San 
Francisco upgrading reservoirs and 
pipelines has been completed.

We have a number of projects to 

WATER from Southside page 3

see WATER page 19
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By Rheba Estante

Automobile Repair Shops 
Drive through Tough Times

Like many small San Francisco 
businesses, automobile repair shops 
are making adjustments to stay afloat 
in a difficult economy. Since the 
recession began in 2008, the repair 
industry has had to cope with a dwin-
dling customer base and reduced 
income. Some San Franciscans have 
switched from driving their private 
vehicles to car sharing or relying on 
public transport to cut expenses. And 
late-model vehicles are more durable, 
lasting longer than previous models. 

San Francisco Auto Repair, 
located on 611 Florida Street, was 
founded in 1978 by Jerry Lewis. Gary 
Siegel, who began working at the 
shop in 1999, purchased it from Lewis 
in 2010. The Chicago native is happy 
that over the years the enterprise 
has forged strong relationships with 
Potrero Hill residents. “Potrero Hill 
is a key location for the business,” 
said Siegel. “I have strategic busi-
nesses relationships with other com-
panies in the area, such as Dogpatch, 
a biodiesel business who helps us 
with our recycling. I also have vendor 
and supplier relationships with other 
companies in the neighborhood, such 
as my printer.” 

Siegel, an Automotive Service 
Excellence-certified master techni-
cian with more than three decades 
experience working on cars and 
training automobile mechanics, is 

proud of his shop. He took over San 
Francisco Auto Repair after a period 
of significant change in the industry. 
According to Siegel, today’s cars have 
as much computer power as a jet 
plane. “We are still learning how to 
work on the high-tech vehicles,” said 
Siegel. “Electric and hybrid cars have 
only been around for about six years. 
our shop has also had to adjust to the 
fact that cars are also more depend-
able now. The technologies of newer 
vehicles are designed to improve their 
lifespan and breakdown less. There 
is an aging fleet of cars on the road 
today that will last as long as 12 years 
before needing to be replaced.”

San Francisco Auto Repair is a 
full service facility, a California-cer-
tified Gold Shield smog test station, 
and can offer smog repair-related 
discounts to customers who qualify 
under the California Consumer As-
sistance Program. “As far as I know 
our shop has the best warranty in 
San Francisco. The warranty lasts 
either three years or 36,000 miles,” 
said Siegel. “My goal when I became 
owner was to set up a shop that 
provided great value. We do not have 
the cheapest prices, but our com-
mitment is to make sure that a car 
is well-maintained and lasts a long 
time. We understand that care is 
crucial because people are not in the 
position to buy a new car every few 
years.” Last year the shop received see AUTO REPAIR page 23

a Clean and Green Award from the 
San Francisco Department of Public 
Health. “The shop is a certified waste 
oil recycling operation,” explained 
Siegel. “We were the first clean and 
green shop in the City for recycling 
used motor oil. our commitment is to 
recycle as much as possible.”

Pat’s Garage’s owner Pat Cadam 
founded his business in 1986. Located 
at 1090 26th Street, near Indiana, 
the shop is considered to be one of 
the nation’s best automobile service 
centers for hybrids, Hondas, Acuras, 
and Subarus. Cadam and his team 
have traveled throughout the United 
States working on hybrids for various 
fleets — including for Google, Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company, and the 
City of Austin — and has converted 
corporate-owned cars into plug-in 
electric hybrids. The team also con-
ducts classes for technicians and the 
public on hybrid maintenance and 
eco-driving. Recently, Pat’s Garage 

helped San Francisco City College 
spearhead a stimulus grant on alter-
native fuel vehicle technology, which 
they won. 

Cadam fosters a company culture 
with a family atmosphere. “If you 
come into our waiting room there are 
couches and toy cars for kids,” said 
Cadam. “We also try to have a large 
social event on a regular basis that 
reaches out to the community, such 
as a party, barbeque or potluck. The 
larger family at the garage is invited. 
This spring we plan to host a garage 
sale.”

The business works with its part-
ner company Green Gears, owned 
by Cadam and Nick Rothman, in 
the same location to offer hybrid up-
grades, including retrofitting them as 
plug-ins. Green Gears also operates 
a charging station. “Community is a 
big thing for me,” said Cadam. “our 
website was designed to show that 
we are not the typical cookie cutter 
shop. We want to be seen as friendly 
and approachable.”

Pat’s Garage offers automobile 
classes for women who want to 
understand their vehicle’s engines. 
“Learn to Love Your Car: 101” is 
a popular class designed to give 
participants a solid understanding 
of auto repair, so they can make 
better service decisions. The cost to 
attend is $25, with proceeds donated 
to charity. Heartwrencher’s Club at 
Skyline College, which is comprised 
of females enrolled in the school’s 
automotive program, received the 
most recent donation.

PhOTOgRAPh BY J.  dURRAnT

pat cadam of pat’s Garage
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St. Luke’s Women’s Center Meet & Greet

Having a baby? 
Looking for a  

midwife/OB practice? 
The Women’s Center 

at St. Luke’s 
can help.

Meet our expert team of certified nurse 
midwives and physicians and learn more 
about our services: 
 

	 n  Family centered prenatal care
 n  Centering program group prenatal care
 n  Low intervention childbirth practices  
  (personal preferences respected)
 n  Continuity of care (pre-conception  
  through postpartum services) 

Thursday, March 22
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

St. Luke’s Campus,  
California Pacific Medical Center  
Griffin Room, 1st floor 
3555 Cesar Chavez Street, San Francisco

Call 415-641-6911 for more  
information and to reserve  
your space. 

BRIDGE HOUSING

Hill Artist Creates Three-Dimensional Whimsy
As a child growing up in Buf-

falo, New York, Ted Nichols never 
felt the need to tug on his mother’s 
apron strings and ask for something 
to do.  He was always busy:  tinker-
ing with things he’d found; gluing 
this to that, exploring whether fab-
ric could work with wood or glass, 
making things from different, un-
related materials.  In 1975, 25-year 
old Nichols moved to San Francisco. 
Three years later he rented a one 
bedroom basement apartment on 
Vermont Street, where he still lives, 
marking his 34th year as a Potrero 
Hill resident. 

Nichols was trained as a shop 
carpenter, and has spent 33 years 
with The Exhibit Group, which 
creates, installs and breaks-down 
trade show displays. He’s only re-
cently dedicated himself to pursuing 
his love of making fun art pieces.  
Holding up a handcrafted wooden 
model plane he’d spent many an 
hour on, called the Northrop Al-
pha, Nichols explained, “The slow 
economy has freed me up to spend 
more time creating. I decided as 
my New Year’s resolution for 2011 
I was going to get a display of my 
stuff at Farley’s...I was featured 
last August”

Nichols displayed 21 pieces at 
the café, and sold eight.  His art 
sells for from $65 to $300, but he’s 

low key about pricing, and works 
on consignment if a client has a 
particular interest. He made “The 
Green Monster,” an Incredible Hulk 
transformed into a Boston Red Sox 
player, for The Connecticut Yankee 
owner Fritz Frisbee. For Tom Fran-
kel, Blooms Saloon’s owner, he cre-
ated “Super Stan,” a Stan Musial 
caricature that’s roughly three feet 
tall and includes a small baseball 
bat and the St. Louis Arch. 

Nichols attributed his artistic 
inspiration to the writers he read 
as a child:  Mark Twain’s whimsy, 
Edgar Allen Poe’s perversion, Rod 

Serling’s “twists,” and  his creative 
use of materials to architect Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s innovative applica-
tion of glass, wood and stone. His 
supplies come from yard sales, 
Goodwill and the Salvation Army.  
“When most people just see an old 
lamp, I’m turning it upside down 
to see if the base could be removed 
and used as a stand for a plastic toy 
from Monsters, Inc., or if the neck 
could hold a model airplane.  Some-
times, I know what I am looking 
for to finish a piece and sometimes 
I find stuff that I know I can use,” 
said Nichols.

Having seriously focused on 
his art for roughly a year, Nichols 
now feels that he can concentrate 
more on what inspires him, and 
less on his waning professional 
career, from which he may retire 
this summer.  He’s sold about half of 
the 30 pieces he’s made, and hopes 
to produce up to three a month once 
he has the freedom to do so.  He 
enjoyed the minor notoriety that 
his Farley’s display produced, and 
would welcome being included in a 
gallery show. 

Nichols can be reached at 
431.6046.

By Paul McDonald

PhOTOgRAPhS BY PAUL MCdOnALd

Center: Artist Ted nichols holds one of his creations, playful assemblages of found objects, as shown in left and right photographs.  

For more information or to join  
an action team, call 415-806-1429 or  
email potrero@bridgehousing.com

This year, Rebuild Potrero is working with 
residents, surrounding community members 
and community based organizations to  
increase the opportunity for residents of 
Potrero Terrace and Annex to live a healthier 
lifestyle through access to healthy foods,  
exercise, education and connections to the 
outdoors. We are excited to continue the  
efforts already underway and to expand the 
Potrero Healthy Living Program to include:

Walking Club two times per week: Join  
fellow walkers at the corner of 25th and  
Connecticut on Mondays at 2:00 pm and/or 
on Thursdays at 10:00 am. The walk takes 
between 30-45 minutes depending on the 
group and the route, and it is always fun!

Weekly Zumba Class: Ready to move 
your body and get your heart pumping to 
high energy music? Free Zumba classes 
are now being held at the NABE every  
Monday from 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm.

Monthly Healthy Living Workshop:  Tali, 
the Registered Dietician who led last year’s 
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As February came to a close, that New Year’s Resolution  
you set for yourself to get in shape and eat healthier  
may have started to fade. Not for Rebuild Potrero!   
During February we kicked off an expanded Healthy  
Living Program. 

popular nutrition class has returned to teach 
a Healthy Living Workshop which combines 
healthy cooking demonstrations, education, 
and exercise. The class is held on the Third 
Friday of the month from 10:00 am - 11:30 
am at 1095 Connecticut Street. 

Weekly Garden Workdays: The Family  
Resource Center Garden is thriving and 
we are getting ready to break ground on 
the larger Texas Street Garden. Join the 
two new Garden Managers, Steve and  
Antonio, for regular workdays every 
Wednesday from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm to 
maintain the gardens, harvest and distribute 
produce and enjoy the outdoors with your 
friends and neighbors.

Stay tuned for other activities such  
as a meditation class and a sober living  
discussion group that will begin in the Spring.

Residents of Potrero Terrace and Annex 
and all community members are encouraged 
to participate in The Potrero Healthy Living 
Program through an incentive system. Pick
up a tracking sheet and a calendar at any     

of the activities 
mentioned above 
and earn points 
towards a Safeway 
healthy living  
gift card!
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POTRERO BRANCH   1616 20th STREET   355.2822
Tuesday  10 am - 8 pm,  Wednesday  12 noon - 8 pm

Thursday  10 am - 6 pm, Friday  1 pm - 6 pm
Saturday and Sunday  1 pm - 6 pm

Monday CLOSED

By Lynne Barnes, Potrero Branch Librarian

MARCH 
Programs for Adults 

Help Sessions. Have an eBook reader? Learn how to download and enjoy 
San Francisco Public Library’s collection of more than 40,000 eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, and eVideos, for free. Bring your Kindle, Nook, iPad, or 
other eReader device and we’ll show you how to download eBooks from 
the Library. March 7, 21, 28 at the upstairs reference desk, 6:30 p.m.

The Potrero Hill Book Club meets at the library every third Wednesday 
evening. March’s selection is In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and 
an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin by Erik Larson. March 21, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. 

Learn how to find information on alternative and complementary medical 

practices, recommended therapies for specific disorders and diseases, and 
medicinal uses for plants and herbs, using the Encyclopedia of Alternative 
Medicine database. No medical advice will be given. Instructor: Richard 
Le. March 25, 3:30 p.m.

San Francisco Seed Library. In partnership with the San Francisco Seed 
Library, Potrero Branch has a variety of seeds available for “checkout.” 
Seed packets are located on the first floor beneath the staircase. 

Programs for Teens  
Your Space. Gaming, crafts, computers. Bring a friend; meet a friend; 
hang out in our program room. okay to bring your own computers, 
gaming devices, and craft projects. March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 3 to 4 p.m.   

Programs for Children 
Baby Rhyme and Play Time. For infants up to 18 months and their caregiver. 
March 6, 13, 20, 27, 1:15 to 1:45 p.m.   

Family Storytime. Storytime features stories, songs, and rhymes. For 
children up to five years and their caregiver. March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 
10:30 to 11 a.m. and 11:15 to 11:45 a.m.  

Fun Flicks. This film program is offered every second Wednesday of the 
month and includes short films based on children’s books and stories. 
March’s films will be The Box, Big Brown Bear Stories, Caps for Sale, 
and Duck for President. Bring a snack. For children ages three to eight. 
March 14, 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 

Korean Storytime. For families interested in learning Korean songs and 
reading Korean books together. This program is offered by community 
members, in partnership with the library. For children up to five years 
old. March 11, 3:30 to 4:15 p.m.

Swing Into Stories. The Early Literacy Mobile in partnership with the 
San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department brings reading and 
stories every fourth Tuesday to young children movin’ and groovin’ 
outside. Potrero Hill Recreation Center Park, 801 Arkansas Street (at 
Madera). March 27, 9:30 a.m. to noon. 

Nick Barone Puppets Presents Tales from the Enchanted Forest.  This puppet 
show features two original short stories back-to-back. With a cast of 
20 puppets, it’s one of our most requested shows. The program is for 
all ages, and will be held on the ground floor of the library. March 24, 
4 to 5 p.m.

tHe VIew IS LOOkINg 
fOr a LaNd-USe repOrter

email: editor@potreroview.net
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of your favorite organizations—Hub 
Bay Area, Intersection for the Arts, 
SF DigiFilm, and TechShop—set the 
stage for a game where you are the 
expert. Join us for an uncensored 
friendly competition, where fictitious 
and honest definitions abound. Sign 
up as an individual to join a team 
for a round of Balderdash, hosted 
by author Michelle Tea, to show off 
your smarts and win prizes! 7 to 9 
p.m. Tickerts: $10–$15. Intersection 
for the Arts, 925 Mission Street. 
Information: 415.626.2787 x109; 
theintersection.org. 

Music: Soul Delights
The ever-popular Soul 
Delights always draws a 

crowd at Farley’s. 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Music: Left Coast 
Chamber Ensemble 
Left Coast presents the 

world premiere of a new duo by Kurt 
Rohde, and two arresting string 
quartets by contemporary compos-
ers who were inspired by musical 
giants. Lei Liang will pay tribute 
to the great Mongolian musician 
Serashi, Sam Nichols to the Grosse 
Fuge of Beethoven. The program con-
cludes with a late Beethoven string 
quartet, one of the unparalleled 
masterworks of the chamber music 
literature—“music,” as one historian 
described it, “that transcends music, 
that even transcends human feelings 
and thoughts, to achieve a spiritual 
level above all worldly concerns.” 8 
to 10 p.m. Tickets: $25. The Green 
Room, 401 Van Ness Avenue. Infor-
mation: info@leftcoastensemble.org; 
leftcoastensemble.org.

Dinner Conversation: 
Dinner Bell Farms 
Join 18 Reasons for the 

latest in its Dinner Conversation 
Series, dedicated to educating the 
community about local farmers 
over dinner. 18 Reasons invites the 
folks at Dinner Bell Farm to its 
long communal table to talk, over 
dinner and wine, about why they 
love what they do. Plenty of Dinner 
Bell’s own poultry will be served. 7 
to 9 p.m. Tickets: $35. *Please note 
that this meal is not vegetarian. 18 
Reasons, 3674 18th Street. Informa-
tion: info@18reasons; 18reasons.org/
calendar.php.

their arrangements, these designers 
pay tribute to and draw inspira-
tion from the art in the de Young’s 
permanent collections. Tickets $10 
to $20. de Young Museum, Golden 
Gate Park, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden 
Drive. For information and reser-
vations visit www.bouquetstoart.
famsf.org or call 415.750.3504

Celebrate: Farley’s 23rd 
Anniversary 
Bag pipers in the morning 

and Irish music throughout the day! 
Free. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Tribute:  St. Teresa 
Commemorates Father 
Peter Sammon

A Mass of Re-
m e m b r a n c e 
will be held to 
honor the life 
of Father Peter 
Sammon who 
served as pas-
tor of St. Te-
resa of Avila 
Church from 1970 until his death 
in 2002. A son of Irish immigrants, 
Fr. Sammon was a tireless advocate 
of the poor. He was a leader in San 
Francisco’s Sanctuary movement, 
helping Salvadoran and Guatema-
lan refugees. 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Free. 
St. Teresa of Avila Church, 1490 19th 
Street (Peter Sammon Way). Con-
tact: Debra Bernstein, 710.9942.

Spoken Word:  
Previously Secret 
Information

View publisher and former District 
10 supervisorial candidate Steve 
Moss tells all—or at least some of 
the more interesting bits—about his 
experience in San Francisco’s cat 
fight world of politics. other story-
tellers will also perform. 7 to 9:30 
p.m. Tickets: $15. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia Street. To purchase tickets: 
eventbrite.com/event/2901810393.

Workshop: Parenting 
the School-Age Child—
the “Golden Years”

Join other parents of school-age 
children and learn about the devel-
opmental stages of the elementary 
school child from Kathleen White, 
Department Chair of Child Develop-
ment at City College. Common chal-
lenges and issues will be presented, 
as well as strategies to prepare for 
the middle school transition. 6:30 
p.m. Free. City College, Main Cam-
pus, Multi-Use Building, ocean and 
Phelan. For additional information: 
415.239.3172.

Games: In Other Words 
— Balderdash 
Do you like word games 

and team activities? Familiar and 
foreign terms commonly used at some 

Dance: Funsch Solos: 
One on One
Dance maker Christy 

Funsch offers audiences a rare 
opportunity to view solos up 
close and in private in one on 
one. Celebrating her prolific and 
intimate approach to solo dance, 
the program features six new and 
10 repertory works (16 solos in 
total) created by Funsch, split into 
two programs. 8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday.  Tickets: $20. Z Space 
at Theater Artaud, 450 Florida 
Street. Reservations: 626.0453. 
Information: zspace.org

March 8 to April 1  
Theatre: The Right Thing at 
Thick House
When a woman CEo gets fired from 
her powerful job for sexual harass-
ment, she fights back. Corporate 
backstabbing, sexual shenanigans, 
and personal secrets combine to 
produce an explosive behind-the-
scenes intrigue in this provocative 
twist on a legal whodunit. With as 
many agendas as there are players, 
is there any hope of doing the right 
thing? Preview Thursday, 7:30 p.m.; 
8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 4 p.m. 
Sundays (except March 11). Tickets: 
$30. Thick House, 1695 18th Street. 
Information: brownpapertickets.
com, 3girlstheatre.org. 

Nature: Birding Tours of 
Heron Head’s Park
Learn about the park’s 

natural history and observe some 
of the 100 birds during their winter 
migration. Recent sightings include 
the clapper rail, Eurasian wigeon 
and American kestrel. Visit wet-
lands restored by the Port of San 
Francisco and community environ-
mental groups. Tours lead by high 
school interns with spotting scopes. 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Every 30 minutes. 
Free. Heron’s Head Park, Jennings 
Street at Cargo Way, two blocks 
south of  Pier 96. Free parking at 
entrance. Information: sfnature.
org, info@sfnature.org. 387-9160.

Art: Bouquets to Art 
2012
More than 140 of the Bay 

Area’s most innovative and sought-
after floral designers will create a 
stunning array of floral arrange-
ments in the de Young Museum for 
Bouquets to Art 2012. In creating 

Theater: Merchants
Merchants tells the story of 
two young women trying to 

find the modern Holy Grail of finan-
cial stability and career satisfaction. 
As the economy collapses around 
them, one finds herself unemployed 
and pregnant while the other finds 
herself at the center of a quickly 
growing business venture that soon 
proves as unsustainable as it is 
lucrative. Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Tickets: $10–$20. 
EXIT Stage Left, 156 Eddy Street. 
Information: theexit.org. 

Benefit: Creative Arts 
Charter School
Lots of great items to bid on 

at this evening’s silent auction. En-
joy food from the Slanted Door and 
live music from the soul/ska combo 
The Inciters. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Tickets: 
$25. West Bay Conference Center, 
1290 Fillmore #200. Information: 
415.749.3509; cacsauction@gmail.
com; creativeartscharter.org. 

History: San Francisco 
History Expo 2012
Explore San Francisco’s 

extraordinarily rich and varied 
past at this two-day event featuring 
more than 25 mini-museums, in-
cluding Elegant Pit Stops, 42 pho-
tographs of historic garages. Look 
for Potrero Hill’s Peter Linenthal 
and Abby Johnston at the Potrero 
Hill Archives Project table. 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m, Saturday and Sunday. 
Free. The old Mint, 88 5th Street. 
Information: sfhistoryexpo.org

Music: Captain Casual 
Blues Band
Captain Casual is local 

stringbender Andrew Goberman, 
with Paul olguin on bass and Peter 
Tucker on drums. The band plays 
a mix of blues-based favorites and 
obscurities, some swing tunes, and 
some early-1960’s “brill building 
blues.” There’s always an interesting 
guitar or two on hand, some snappy 
patter, and good clean musical fun. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Farley’s, 1315 18th 
Street.

Music: TransportedSF 
Ladies of Bass with DJs, 
Jocelyn, Dulce Vita, and 

Alxndra 
For those unfamiliar with the con-
cept, this is a mobile party aboard 
a biodiesel-powered bus with three 
great DJs: Jocelyn, Dulce Vita, and 
Alxndra. With couches lining the 
sides, a great sound system, and 
a dance floor in the back, it’s no 
ordinary bus. We stop at two to 
three beautiful outdoor locations for 
dancing and merriment. 8 to 11:30 
p.m. Tickets: $25. Pickup at The BUS 
Stop Gallery, 135 Dore Street, Unit 
C. Information: info@transportedsf.
com; transportedsf.com.
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The Realtor on the Hill, For People on the Hill.
Potrero Hill is a great place to call home. I know because over the 
past decade, I’ve helped dozens of clients find their perfect spot on 
the Hill. I found mine and have lived here for 18 years. When you’re 
considering your next move, let me earn your business.

Giving back to the community --
                        a Potrero tradition.

Wes Freas strives to give back to the 
community, organizing deliveries with Project 
Open Hand and spearheading Zephyr’s 
support of the annual Dine Around Town, 
which supports the AIDS and Breast Cancer 
Emergency Funds. The aim is to ensure that 
San Francisco remains a wonderful place to 
call home, for everyone.

Wes Freas
REALTOR®, Top Producer, 

Potrero Hill Resident
415.674.6553 t
415.518.6538 c

wesfreas@zephyrsf.com

March, 1963, Group of Potrero Hill residents planting wildflower seeds at Vermont and Seventeenth streets. 
S. F. News-Call Bulletin photo by George Place. Courtesy SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY CENTER, SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY.

REDISTRICTING from Front Page

protections against gerrymandering. 
Under the Voting Rights Act districts 
cannot dilute the power of any one 
racial or language minority by dis-
tributing them over many districts, 
or by segregating them into only a 
few districts. The Equal Protections 
Clause, however, stipulates that race 
cannot be a main factor in determin-
ing district lines, and that “traditional 
districting principals” should be used 
instead. That means recognizing the 
core of existing districts, accounting for 
geographical boundaries, keeping com-
mercial centers together, considering 
voter participation rates, and creating 
compact and contiguous districts. 

“My goal has always been to try to 
take the most desperate areas and unite 
them with some stronger area where 
there is commonality,” explained Boss. 
He wants Potrero Hill and Dogpatch to 
stay in District 10, which is certain to 
include Bayview and Visitacion Valley, 
but could also incorporate all or parts 
of Portola. Boss believes that these 
communities share an historical legacy 
as working-class neighborhoods, with 
high homeownership rates. 

Edward Hatter, a Bayview resident 
who directs the Potrero Hill Neighbor-
hood House, agreed with Boss, but from 
a different perspective. “My position 
is keeping us whole because we have 
been the neglected district for all these 
years,” Hatter said. “Now big business 
is coming in to our district, we’re the 
last frontier, all the development is 
coming into the district and they want 

to split it up.” Hatter is concerned 
that without the wealthier and more 
politically-engaged Potrero Hill neigh-
borhood, District 10 will become “a 
political puppet show.” He wants devel-
opment to be monitored to ensure that 
it benefits residents in the less affluent 
Bayview, Visitacion Valley and Portola 
neighborhoods. Hatter also wants to 
make sure that District 10 continues 

to receive municipal funding for social 
programs, which he said is desperately 
needed by district residents.

Chris Bowman, a political consul-
tant and District 8 resident who served 
on the redistricting taskforce that drew 
supervisorial lines in 1995, believes that 
the districts drawn in 2002 reflected 
gerrymandering for progressives. 
“For nine years I’ve been waiting for 
the opportunity to fix the system,” 
he said. “District 10 is a working 
class district except for Potrero Hill, 
which is basically an affluent, white 
neighborhood. And it has a lot more in 
common with South Beach and Mission 
Bay and Rincon Hill than it does with 
Bayview and Visitacion Valley and the 
Sunnyvale projects and the Portola.” 
Bowman recommended that the Hill 
be moved into District 6, as part of an 
effort to create districts that are similar 
in terms of socio-economic patterns 

and voting participation levels, so that 
the Board of Supervisors reflects the 
City’s diversity. 

Bowman is concerned that Hill 
residents’ high voter turnout gives them 
too much influence on supervisorial 
elections. According to Bowman, while 
the Hill makes up only 16 percent of 
the district’s population, it reflects 34 
percent of the district’s votes. “If they 

[the taskforce] screw it up and they 
create a plan that reduces the amount 
of diversity on the Board of Supervisors 
that will be the end of district elec-
tions,” he warned.

other meeting attendees were 
less concerned with the big picture of 
City politics; they just don’t want any 
change. “I don’t know what the point 
of this is. What do we get by having 
the districts redone again,” questioned 
Virginia Marshall, a public school 
teacher in District 10, but a resident of 
ocean View-Merced Heights-Ingleside 
in District 11. 

Unfortunately for those who don’t 
want change, redistricting is legally 
necessary. After the results of the 
ten-year census are compiled, the 
City Charter requires the Director of 
Elections to make sure that districts 
continue to meet federal, state and 
local laws. San Francisco’s population 

has grown, but it hasn’t increased pro-
portionally over the whole City. Some 
districts now have far more people than 
others, in violation of the law. The most 
extreme example is District Six, whose 
proportional population increased 29 
percent over the last ten years, largely 
due to new developments at Mission 
Bay and South Beach.

Taskforce members looked a bit 
weary as they tried to shift lines on 
a virtual map to satisfy everyone. 
“What we would like to hear more is 
what people would be willing to give 
up,” said Sonia Melara, a taskforce 
member appointed by Mayor Lee. “For 
the neighborhoods to come together 
and say if we have to give up anything, 
what would we be willing to do? And 
we listen to people.” 

The Redistricting Taskforce will 
hold public meetings on March 1, 12, 
17, and 22. Details about locations can 
be found on their website: www.sfgov.
org/rdtf. 

“If they [the taskforce] screw it up and they create a 
plan that reduces the amount of diversity on the Board 
of Supervisors that will be the end of district elections.”
                                — Chris Bowman, political consultant
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get a Job
By Mauri Schwartz

The View asked Hill resident and career 
expert Mauri Schwartz to answer questions 
from job seekers.  Submit your questions to 
editor@potreroview.net.

Q:  During a recent interview, I was asked about my salary expecta-
tions.  Since it was my first interview for this job, I was caught off 
guard, and was afraid I’d price myself too high or too low.  How 
should I have handled this?

A:  For the reasons you mentioned, this is a question you’d like to 
avoid. First of all, it’s too early in the process to discuss compensa-
tion, and as everyone knows, the first rule of negotiating is not to 
be the first to mention a number. If you set yourself too high, you 
may be viewed as greedy, unrealistic or simply unaffordable. If you 
lowball it, they’ll wonder if you are desperate, insecure, or under 
qualified.  Either way, human resources (HR) wants to find out as 
soon as possible so as not to waste the time of the hiring manager 
and others involved in the interview process.

You could say, “While money is certainly important, my focus 
is on the work I’ll be doing. If the job is right for me, I assume that 
the compensation will be appropriate.”  In the first or even second 
interview, you may be able to get away with this approach unless 
the interviewer is in HR. 

You need to be prepared with an answer in case your avoid-
ance strategy fails. This is especially difficult because salary 
rates for the same position may vary significantly depending on 
the company’s location, industry, size, profitability, funding, and 
management philosophy. Startups often pay low salaries combined 
with an equity position. But if a startup is well funded, it may offer 
a high salary along with other benefits to attract top performers.

Do some research to ascertain what the market is offering. 
If you’re friendly with someone who works, or has worked, at 
the firm, ask that person to provide salary ranges. LinkedIn can 
help you identify such a person. Many universities subscribe to 
compensation surveys that are accessible to students and alumni.  
other tools include the following web sites. I recommend gathering 
information from several sites to identify a trend.

glassdoor.com
indeed.com/salary
salary.com
payscale.com
salaryexpert.com
cbsalary.com

Mauri Schwartz is President /CEO of Career Insiders www.
CareerInsiders.com. 

WATER from page 13

upgrade dams, reservoirs, treatment 
plants and pipelines in the region. 
This last summer we completed the 
largest ultraviolet disinfection facility 
in California, further improving the 
quality of Hetch Hetchy water. Cur-
rently, there’s over $2.5 billion in active 
construction throughout the Bay Area, 
including the San Francisco Bay and a 
replacement dam [at Calaveras Dam] 
that is the first major dam project 
in California in more than 30 years. 
We’ve helped the Bay Area economy 
through one of the nation’s worst eco-
nomic times and are building a more 
robust Hetch Hetchy water system for 
2.5 million people in the Bay Area.

View: What are the costs and im-
plications of SFPUC’s proposed use 
of recycled water in Southside San 
Francisco?

Jue:  The expanded use of recycled 
water is being considered for the 
greater eastside of San Francisco, 
not just the southeast portion. We 
are currently beginning the public 
engagement and input phase of the 
project to get ideas and solicit feed-
back on site options. The costs of the 
project and location of any recycled 
water facility for San Francisco will 
be shaped through this intensive 
public process.  

According to Betsy Rhodes, re-
gional communications manager for 
the agency’s Sunol area projects, the 

westside plant will cost $155 million 
to build; the preliminary price tag for 
the eastside recycling facility is $200 
million. “Recycled water projects are 
costly, but they are an investment 
in our water supply portfolio that 
will help ensure a reliable water 
supply for our customers and allow 
us to sustainably manage our water 
resources,” she said.

View: Does the SFPUC impose a 
public goods charge, to pay for energy 
efficiency and renewable programs? 
If not, why not?

Jue:  The public goods charge is really 
targeted at investor-owned utilities 
(IoU) to ensure they invest a small 
portion of their revenues into the 
cities they serve. The SFPUC, as a 
publicly-owned utility (PoU), and 
not investor-owned, is essentially 
one giant public goods agency. All of 
our investments in municipal energy 
efficiency, renewables and capital 
projects are done to benefit and pro-
tect the public. We have received 
numerous awards from the EPA 
for our work expanding municipal 
renewable power, including our five 
megawatt system on top of Sunset 
Reservoir. Next year, we will be up-
grading streetlight fixtures to LEDs 
to save energy and money for San 
Franciscans. Note that the SFPUC 
owns approximately half of the City’s 
street lights, with Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company owning the other 
half. We are only replacing ours.

SPECIAL WATER SERIES: PART TWO

2 Connecticut Street (between 16th & 17th)
415-621-5055 / www.concentra.com

Monday through Friday, 7 am to 7 pm
Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm

Nearby Downtown Location: 26 California Street 415-781-7077

**Most insurance accepted or use our reasonable self pay service.**

Urgent Care Center with complete services  
for nonlife-threatening illness or injury.

Urgent Care  
here in Potrero Hill
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CLASSIFIED ADS

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:
UPDATE, POST, & PAY ONLINE

Visit www.potreroview.net & follow the 
instructions for placing your ad. 

COST

$25 for up to 200 characters including 
spaces. Recieve an additional 20% 
discount provided for ads paid for six 
months in advance! 

MAIL OR CALL IN YOUR AD

View Wants Ads 
2325 Third Street, Suite 344 
San Francisco, CA 94107
415.626.8723 / office@potreroview.net

* Payments and/or text changes must be 
received by the 18th of each month for ad 
to appear in the following month's issue. 

Community Activities 
SENIoRS (60+) - DoN’T EAT ALoNE! 
Join us for daily lunch and add to your 
social life. Mon-Fri, hot nutritious meals-
-your first time with us you get a free 
lunch! Bingo, cards, birthday celebrations, 
special events, and other activities. For 
more information, call Dolores Maghari 
at 415.826.8080. PH Neighborhood House, 
953 De Haro St. 

Education
TUToRING Get help with tests & home-
work. See www.myStudyBuddy.org. Jane 
Radcliffe, M.A., CA Credential #150007. 
415.586.4577.

Housekeeping 
CLEANING PRoFESSIoNAL 25 years 
Experience. Apartments, homes, or offices. 
Roger Miller, 415-794-4411 9a-5p or 415-
664-0513. 

Do YoU NEED HoUSECLEANING? We 
will do it just call Sara and Marco 415-
310-8838. 

Home Services 
ELDERFRIENDLYRENoVATIoN.CoM 
Live safely and comfortably in your own 
home no matter your physical condition. 
Call for a consultation. (888) 850-5051 Al-
fred Bay Lic. Gen. Contractor (499766).

HANDYMAN EXTRAoRDINAIRE! 20 
years experience Repair Remodeling Elec 
Plumbing Light Fix. DooRS! Windows 
Cabinets Decks Staircases Built. $40-50/hr 
mike@trivelocarpentry.com. Mike (415)308-
2380 

CARPENTRY & PAINTING also: plumb-
ing, seismic/structural work, stucco, roof 
repairs & gutter cleaning, tree trimming. 
www.FarWestConstr.com Jim Kennedy, 
415-276-1990 Ca. Lic. 751689

ToM’S PLUMBING Tom has been satis-
fying Potrero Hill customers for over 30 
years. All plumbing needs handled prompt-
ly and efficiently at a very low cost. Keep it 
local and call Tom Keats: 415-824-3538.

Office Space 
HoLISTIC HEALTH CLINIC PRoFES-
SIoNAL SPACE FoR RENT. Upstairs 
from Farley’s. Large, lovely room. Acu-
puncturists, Homeopaths preferred. 2nd 
room available for more rent/mo P/T or 
F/T. $1,000/mo for 1 room 24/7. Dr Brin-
kley, 282-2574

Rentals 
SPACIoUS AND BEAUTIFUL Fur-
nished guest garden apartment. Private. 
1/2 blk. to restaurants. Non-smoking. 2 
people. Short term only. 415-861-3208. 

SPACIoUS AND BEAUTIFUL Fur-
nished guest garden apartment. Private. 
1/2 blk. to restaurants. Non-smoking. 2 
people. 415-861-3208. 

CHARMING GARDEN APARTMENT 
one BR, 2-night minimum. Fireplace, 
patio, deck, French doors. 415.641.4488.

WINE CoUNTRY RETREAT  FoR  PoTRE-
Ro HILLIANS: 3bdrm,2bath,tranquil 
30acr, woods, all yr, stream, trails; 
sleeps 6(max),firewd incl, dogs&kids 

ok; 3ngts=$600;wk=$975; pics at spot02.
googlepages.com;415-647-3052

Technology Services 
CoMPUTER PRoBLEMS DRIVING 
YoU BUGGY? Problems fixed! 25 years 
of industry experience. Personal IT con-
sulting to small businesses or busy pro-
fessionals. We can install and/or help 
shop for computer/network/printer or 
setup/troubleshoot wireless networks. If 
you’re not technical, don’t worry  we are. 
Rob 415.244.3305 rob@sfcomputech.
com. 

freeway traffic. Almost one-fifth 
of the U.S population lives within 
400 feet of a four-lane highway. 

While the existence of a free-
way elevates localized air pollution 
levels, traffic congestion and as-
sociated management approaches 
significantly influence the amount 
of emissions generated at different 
points along a transportation cor-
ridor. According to Tom Rivard, 
San Francisco Depar tment of 
Public Health manager of air qual-
ity programs, South-of-Market 
is exposed to significantly more 
particulate matter than Bayview, 
Dogpatch and Potrero Hill because 
it hosts many heavily traveled 
freeway approaches. 

Surface streets also contrib-
ute to local ized pol luting air 
emissions. According to Marie 
Harrison, a community organizer 
with Greenaction, an environmen-
tal justice nonprofit, respiratory 
problems are endemic to Bayview, 
in part because of emissions from 
trucks conveying cargo. “There 
is an abnormally large number of 
trucks in our community running 
their engines for an hour or two 
hours a day,” she said. “…a lot of 
large companies use Bayview as a 
parking lot.”  Harrison has worked 
to educate truck drivers about the 
impacts of their emissions on the 
community.

“You can pick any household 
in Bayview and you are going to 
find that at least one person in 
almost every household is suf-
fering from asthma or cancer or 
some sort of breathing disorder,” 
Harrison complained. Department 
of Public Health studies show that 
Bayview has higher asthma and 
cancer rates than other parts of 
the City. But other factors than air 
quality — such as obesity, stress, 
and poor eating habits — are also 
factors.  Bai ley acknowledged 
that “pollutant levels can change 

block to block,” making it hard to 
support broad statements about 
the impact polluting air emissions 
have on a neighborhood. 

Dogpatch and Bayview have 
more than their share of pollution 
sources, such as the Caltrains 
station, industrial plants, and 
ship repair yards.  Air quality 
officials are concerned about high 
levels of polluting air emissions 
and health problems in Southside 
San Francisco. “We want to get 
to the bottom of this,” said Phil 
Martien, manager of the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management District’s 
(BAAQMD) Community Air Risk 
Evaluation (CARE) program, which 
focuses on communities most at 
risk for adverse health affects. 
“We realize that people in Bayview 
are experiencing disproportionate 
health impacts, and some of it may 
be related to poor air quality.” 
However, according to Martien 
BAAQMD’s studies don’t indicate 
that diesel is the main cause of ill 
health in Bayview, instead pointing 
to other potential health hazards, 
including poor indoor air quality 
and infrequent doctor visits. 

According to Rivard, the good 
news is that freeway emissions are 
controllable. “The emissions on 
vehicles goes down every year,” 
he said optimistically, adding that 
as long as the number of vehicles 
on the road doesn’t increase pol-
lution should decline. However, 
not everyone shares his optimism. 
Brent Newall, the Center for Race, 
Poverty and the Environment’s 
senior council, said that state pol-
lution policies are moving in the 
wrong direction. A 2008 California 
Air Resources Board (ARB) rule 
restricting diesel truck emissions 
received so much pushback from 
the trucking industry that the rule 
was weakened in 2010. The Board 
cited a sluggish economy as the 
rationale for their reversal. Newall 
asserted that truck traffic will rise 
with the economy, and many of the 
vehicles that would have had filters 

to reduce harmful diesel emissions 
under the original ARB ruling 
won’t be as clean.

“We still have the single largest 
standing sources of land, air and 
water pollution located within 
Bayview-Hunters Point,” said 
Harrison. “There is no question 
whatsoever that increased pollu-
tion is making health problems 
worse” in Bayview, said Bailey. 
She hopes that the City will think 
carefully about where it locates 
new affordable housing projects, 
as well as consider mitigating poor 
air quality’s effects on residents 
living close to freeways. 

Martien said that Bailey’s con-
cerns are being examined as part 
of a community risk reduction plan 
that’s currently underway. The 
district would like to restrict the 
locations of new construction, and 
identify funding sources to add 
better filtration systems to exist-
ing buildings. “It will be important 
for us to have conversations with 
the Bayview residents as we move 
forward,” Martien said. He wants 
to “show them the maps and make 
sure that we have included all the 
potential sources of concern to 
them.” 

AIR QUALITY from Front Page

PARKING from page 4

improves. 
Mission resident Ken Brogno 

asked Primus why the MTA couldn’t 
issue a card, like a credit card, that 
enabled residents to disable a meter 
in their neighborhood while they 
parked. According to Brogno, the 
documentation to obtain the card 
could consist of the same paperwork 
needed to get a residential parking 
permit. Primus responded that he’d 
like to follow-up with Brogno on the 
idea. 

A CalTrain community relations 
employee told Primus that parking 
meters do “have an impact on us. 
We hear from people that they may 
stop riding” [CalTrain], he said. 

“Townsend Street is a ghost town,” he 
told Primus. And charging people $2 a 
day to park “is a problem for us.”

o’Hanlon asked if SFMTA is 
studying what other changes would 
occur in the impacted neighborhoods, 
besides new parking patterns, if me-
ters are installed. “What will happen 
in front of each home and each busi-
ness?” o’Hanlon asked. “Who will 
move out and who will move in?”

one resident asserted that there 
wasn’t a “one size fits all” solution to 
parking problems. She said a majority 
of the area slated for meters mostly 
houses production, distribution and 
repair businesses. “We need long-
term parking,” she said, “not turn-
over.” The resident said SFMTA had 
no idea what [kind of businesses] were 
inside the buildings in front of which 
the agency plans to install meters. 
“You don’t have a clue,” she said. 

Despite general opposition to 
meters, one Dogpatch resident said 
he approved of installing meters is 
his neighborhood, given the difficulty 
of finding a spot between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. 

As the meeting wrapped up, 
District 6 Supervisor Jane Kim told 
attendees, “We know outreach is not 
done well by the City. outreach is best 
done by residents.” 

Some attendees were pleased 
with the meeting’s outcome. “It 
makes me feel really good that every-
one in the community is involved,” 
said Anthony Bush, a 19th Street 
resident. “I felt they were listening,” 
said Alabama Street resident Gabri-
elle Thormann, “especially with the 
supervisors there.”

 “I do believe the feedback [from 
the residents] will be taken and 
implemented,” Cohen said after the 
meeting. “I love the idea of the block 
captain. That’s exactly what we 
need.” And Cohen praised residents 
for mobilizing to voice their con-
cerns. “That’s the kind of spirit we 
need,” Cohen said. But Kelly was 
more skeptical. “We will have to see 
if they are committed to what they 
said,” he stated. 
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By Amber Hawkins

CRImE & SaFEty REPORT
SPONSORED BY MAINLINE SECuRITY

Hill Residents Want SFMTA to 
Improve Pedestrian Safety

According to San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency’s 
(SFMTA) website, “Pedestrian areas 
shall be enhanced wherever possible 
to improve the safety and comfort of 
pedestrians and to encourage travel 
by foot.” However, some Potrero Hill 
residents are concerned that SFMTA 
may not be as committed to safety as 
their website implies. Steady devel-
opment — particularly around Show-
place Square — has increased traffic 

significantly in the community, seem-
ingly without concomitant efforts to 
enhance pedestrian safety. 

The opening of Whole Foods 
on Rhode Island Street, and Zynga 
on Townsend Street, among other 
enterprises, has resulted in more 
automobile traffic. Partially as a 
result, Maggie Morrow, who works 
at Kansas Street-based Hargreaves 
Associates, suffered an accident near 
the intersection of 17th and Vermont 
streets, where she was struck by a 
car that had failed to use its turn 
signal. “Thankfully I am fine, but I 
often see high traffic volumes and ag-
gressive driving at the stop signs on 
17th at Vermont, Kansas, and Rhode 

Island,” said Morrow. “often cars 
taking a left on 17th from the Whole 
Foods parking garage do not look for 
pedestrians or use their blinkers and 
speed down the hill.” 

According to Morrow, she and 
her co-workers have all witnessed ac-
cidents or “close calls” while walking 
in the area, which prompted her to 
contact SFMTA’s traffic engineers to 
request well-marked crosswalks or 
some form of traffic slowing device. 
SFMTA has yet to respond.

Missouri Street resident and jog-
ger Tiffany Hill, has also experienced 

more close calls as a result of heavier 
traffic along 17th Street. “It’s a rare 
day that anyone stops for me on 17th 
street as a runner to cross the street,” 
she said. Hill wants SFMTA to line 
crosswalks along 17th Street, and 
consider adding another stop sign at 
17th and Missouri streets. 

The 280 interchange at Mariposa 

Street attracts increasing numbers 
of vehicles entering and exiting the 
freeway. Cars tend to disregard the 
25 mile per hour speed limit along 
the two to three blocks leading to 
and from the ramp. Kansas Street 
resident Alan Lewis is concerned 
about “…the off ramp from 280 onto 
Pennsylvania, which essentially is a 
blind freeway exit that circles onto 
Pennsylvania with no stop sign or 
even yield that encourages semi-
trucks, taxis, and other vehicles to 
not acknowledge that neighbors on 
Pennsylvania are on foot, backing 

out of perpendicular parking, or 
attempting to access the beautiful 
adjacent Potrero Garden.”

Lewis proposed adding a stop 
sign at the end of the 280 exit ramp 
onto Pennsylvania Street, with a 
designated pedestrian crossing. He 
also wants synchronized lights to be 
installed at Mariposa and Pennsyl-
vania streets to allow for better flow 
onto and off of 280.

Throughout the City SFMTA is 
implementing such safety projects 
as accessible pedestrian signals for 
the blind, brighter warning signs, 
priority signal timing, and red curbs 
to improve visibility between pedes-
trians on sidewalks and motorists. 
SFMTA recently installed stop signs 
at 19th and Mississippi streets, and 
plans to place a traffic signal at 16th 
and Rhode Island streets. 

tHe VIew IS LOOkINg fOr 

low-cost space, 
two offices or one large room 

cONtact edItOr@pOtrerOvIew.Net

CONCESSION OPPORTuNITY FOR THE
RENTAL CAR CENTER CAFÉ LEASE
(A Small Business Set-Aside)

San Francisco International Airport (SFO) is 
preparing to conduct the competitive selection 
process through a Request for proposal for 
a Food and Beverage lease at the Rental 
car center.  An informational conference 
is scheduled for Thursday, March 1, 2012 
at 10:00 a.m., international Terminal – G 
Side pre-Security Administration 5th Floor – 
conference Room 28R at SFo.  

This is a time when staff discusses the 
desired concepts, minimum qualification 
requirements and addresses any questions 
relating to the food and beverage lease.  
written comments and recommendations will 
be accepted until 12:00 p.m., Thursday, March 
15, 2012.

For more information visit our website at 
http://www.flysfo.com/web/page/about/b2b/
conces/ or call Sharon Perez, at (650) 821-
4500.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF FuNDS (NOFA)
The department of children, youth and their 

Families, First 5 San Francisco and the San 
Francisco Human Service Agency announce 
this noFA of up to $10,441,138 to support 
neighborhood based and population focused 
family resource centers in San Francisco.  Grant 
awards are anticipated to begin July 1, 2012 
and are renewable (for up to 2 additional years) 
pending performance and fund availability.  
The noFA document will be available at 
www.first5sf.org.  Interested parties should 
consult the noFA document for application 
instructions, bidder’s conference details, and 
objectives for these funds.  The proposal due 
date is March 30, 2012.

NOTICE OF REQuEST FOR PROPOSALS 
(RFP)

First 5 San Francisco announces a RFp of up 
to $160,000 to provide Visual and performing 
Arts curriculum Services to preschool for All 
sites.  Grant awards are anticipated to begin 
July 1, 2012 and are renewable (for up to 3 
additional years) pending performance and fund 
availability.  A copy of the RFp will be available 
at www.first5sf.org  on or about March 1, 2012 
or at First 5 San Francisco’s office at 1390 
Market St., Ste. 318.  A bidder’s conference 

will be held on March14, at 9 a.m. at the First 
5 San Francisco Office.  Proposal deadline is 
April 13, 2012 at 5 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO REDISTRICTING TASK 
FORCE (RDTF)

The RDTF must present a final plan outlining 
the new supervisorial district lines to the 
Board of Supervisors no later than April 15, 
2012.  The San Francisco RdTF has been 
holding meetings in each of the supervisorial 
districts to maximize public participation in the 
redistricting process.  .

The March 2012 meeting schedule is 
below.  The Task Force urges the people of San 
Francisco to attend the community meetings.  
language interpreters are available at each 
meeting.

March Schedule:
Thursday - Mar , 6pm  d8 
everett Middle School – 450 church Street

wednesday - Mar 7, 6pm  
Room 406, city Hall   

Monday - Mar 12, 6pm  d7  
west portal School – 5 lenox way

Saturday - Mar 17, 10am d5      
ella Hill Hutch comm. ctr – 1050 McAllister 
Street

Thursday - Mar 22, 6pm d4       
United irish cultural center – 2700-45th 
Avenue

Thursday - Mar 29, 6pm  
Room TBd, city Hall

information meeting changes and updates on 
the TBd locations will be available at sfgov.
org/rdtf

CITY AND COuNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO MARCH, 2012 MONTHLY

The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach.  

Articles are translated into several languages to provide better public 

access.  The newspaper makes every effort to translate the articles of 

general interest correctly.  No liability is assumed by the City and County 

of San Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions.

“Often cars taking a left on 17th from the Whole Foods parking garage do 
not look for pedestrians or use their blinkers and speed down the hill.”
                                             — Maggie Maggie, pedestrian struck by a car near 17th and Vermont.
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SAVE ON TOP-QUALITY TOILETS 
$125-$200 rebate per toilet

✔ EFFICIENT, HONEST & PROFESSIONAL

✔ FAST, EMERGENCY AND AFTER-HOURS SERVICE 7 DAYS A WEEK

✔ BACK FLOW CERTIFICATES

✔ DRAIN SERVICE SPECIALISTS

(415) 830-9937   www.ogradyplumbing.com/sf

Experienced,  
Reliable & Prompt

advertise in the view ONLINe
visit http://potreroview.net/online-ads.html

for more information

Bayview Police Station Captain’s Community Meeting is held on the first Tues-
day of each month at the Bayview Station, 201 Williams Avenue. Next 
meeting: March 6th, 6 p.m.

Dogpatch Neighborhood Association usually meets the second Tuesday of each 
odd-numbered month. Next meeting: March 6th. Voting membership is 
open to anyone living in or owning property or a business in Dogpatch. 
For more information or to join/pay online: t.

McKinley Square Community Group is a communication and discussion group 
regarding events and activities, clean up days, improvement and beauti-
fication, and other concerns, such as crime in the neighborhood. MSCA 
board meets approximately quarterly on the second Wednesday of the 
month. Look to the online discussion group for postings of upcoming 
meetings. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/McKinleySquareCommunity. 
Locations vary between the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House and 
Downtown High School. For updates, including sustainable gardening 
and park workdays, and our grant progress, check out the MSCA blog 
at: http://mckinleysquareblog.blogspot.com.
 
Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association meets the last Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. (social time begins at 6:45 p.m.) in the wheelchair-
accessible Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro Street. 
For more information: www.potreroboosters.org or email president@
potreroboosters.org. Next meeting: March 27th, 7 p.m.

Potrero Dogpatch Merchant’s Association meets the second Tuesday of each 
month at 10 a.m. at Goat Hill Pizza, corner of Connecticut and 18th 
streets. Visit www.potrerohill.biz or call 341.8949. Next meeting: March 
13th, 10 a.m.

Potrero Hill Democratic Club meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7 
p.m. at the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro Street. For 
more information: 648.6740, www.PHDemClub.org. Next meeting: 
March 6th, 7 p.m.

Potrero Hill Garden Club usually meets the last Sunday of the month at 11 
a.m. for a potluck lunch in a local home or garden. Discussions are held 
on organic, edible, or ornamental gardening appropriate for Potrero Hill’s 
microclimate. Call 648.1926 for details. 

Starr King Open Space is on Tuesday. 
March 13th, 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
library of Starr King Elementary 
School, 1215 Carolina Street. The 
third Saturday of each month come 
learn about our native flower’s  
while being a steward for our land.  The next Land Stewards Work 
Party is March 17th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meet at the open Space along 
Carolina Street, across from Starr King Elementary School. For more 
information: www.starrkingopenspace.org; email the Board of Directors 
at starrkingboard@gmail.com; voice mail 415-633-6756

  

SA N  F R A NC I S CO ’S  SO U R DO UGH  P I Z Z A  S I N C E  19 75

DELIVERY & TAKE OUT: 415-974 -1303    DINE IN & TAKE OUT: 415-641-1440
www.goathillpizza.com

New Pick Up 
Window at  
171 Stillman.
Bring Hot Pizza Home
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Tuesdays in Lent 
Mass, 8:30am &  6:15pm 

 

March 6, 13, 20,27 
Mass, 6:15pm 

Soup Supper, 6:45pm 
Speaker, 7:30pm  

 

MARCH 6 
Tony Strawa 

CCC—Green Initiative 
 

MARCH 13 
Laura Slattery 

The Gubbio Project 
 

MARCH 20 & 27 
Fr. Stan Makacinas, O. Carm. 

Palm Sunday, April 1 
Saturday Vigil:  4:15pm 

Palm Sunday, 8:30 & 10am 
 

EASTER TRIDUUM 
Holy Thursday 

7:30pm 
Good Friday 

12:15pm 
 Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil:   

7:45pm 
Easter Sunday 
8:30 & 10:00am 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

PARISH OFFICE
390 Missouri St, San Francisco, CA  94107 

Phone:  415.285.5272 
Email:  info@stteresasf.org 

StTeresaSF.org

a Brief moment in time
February 14th, Texas and 19th Streets

PhOTOgRAPh BY d.E. hAkEn

AUTO REPAIR  from page 14

The shop offers discounts to 
first-time customers, complimentary 
one pound of coffee from Farley’s for 
existing clients who refer new clients, 
free minor service for customers who 
refer two new clients, and web price 
specials. “Pat’s Garage is about rela-
tionships,” said Cadam. “We believe 
that taking care of your car is merely 
an extension of how we take care of 
you. We believe in the power and re-
sponsibility of community and we are 
pretty geeky about cars as well.”

ISLAIS CREEK from Page 7

Port of San Francisco, entities that 
both own parts of the parkland. 
Caltrans insisted that a wildflower 
meadow be incorporated into the 
land it owns that runs under the 
freeway, with the hope that this 
feature will entice insects and birds 
back to the area. 

The park’s most impressive fea-
ture may be a huge steel sculpture of 
a Liberty Ship designed by the New 
York-based artist Nobuho Nagasawa. 
The ship motif was chosen to com-
memorate the area’s maritime and 
labor history. The sculpture will 
cover the walkway; pedestrians 
will proceed through what will look 
like the sketch outline of a ship. Ad-
ditionally, the Copra Crane, which 
used to stand in the middle of Islais 
Creek, about 30 feet offshore, will 
be returned to its original location 
once it’s been repaired. The crane is 
the last remaining hand-operated 
piece of industrial equipment in San 
Francisco, and is dear to the hearts 
of many retired longshoreman.

Robin Chiang and Company 
designed the MUNI motor coach 
facility. Chiang serves as the volun-
teer executive director of Friends 
of Islais Creek, a community group 
that supported the project and helped 
facilitate stakeholder conversations. 
According to Chiang, Friends of Islais 
Creek wanted to “create a waterfront 
rec area because it’s an ideal place 
for learning how to paddle a boat.” 
SFMTA made an arrangement with 
Kayaks Unlimited — a company that 

teaches beginners how to kayak be-
fore taking them out on the Bay — to 
allow them to store their kayaks on 
the creek’s south side in exchange for 
help with park maintenance. 

Islais Creek Shoreline Park 
was designed to complement other 
open space developments along the 
southeast Bay shoreline. A portion 
of the Blue-Greenway yet to be built 
will extend from Mission Creek to 
Candlestick Park, and is part of 
the regional Bay Trail, which will 
eventually circle the Bay. The Trail’s 
location is constantly being adjusted 
closer to the Bay as open spaces 
become available. Much of the land 
to complete the Blue-Greenway runs 
through the Hunters Point Shipyard, 
and won’t be built until that redevel-
opment project has made significant 
progress. The shipyard — which has 
been decades in the making — will 
ultimately be redeveloped with new 
homes, businesses and open spaces. 
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Sale Prices effective March 1 - 18, 2012

Ben & Jerry's
Ice Cream 
Pints
All Flavors - Including Starbucks
16 oz. -reg 4.99

$3.99

La Tortilla
Hand Made Style 
Tortillas
All Varieties
11.57 oz. -reg 2.19

$1.79

Crystal Geyser

Sparkling    
Mineral Water
All Flavors
42.3 oz. -reg 1.45

99¢

Amy's Kitchen

All Natural 
Soups
Selected Varieties
14 - 14.7 oz. -reg 3.19

$1.99

Green Forest

Double Roll 
Bathroom 
Tissue
12 rolls -reg 12.99

$7.99

General Mills

Multigrain 
Cheerios
12.8 oz. -reg 6.49

$3.99

Lucca
Raviolis
All Varieties
24 oz. -reg 5.29

$3.99

Ya Ya's
Popcorn
All Flavors
5 - 6 oz -reg 2.29

$1.69

Clover
Organic 
Cheese
All Varieties
8 oz. -reg 5.99 $4.99

Clover
Organic                                      
Lactose-Free 
Milk
64 oz. -reg 4.79

$3.99
Clover
Organic   
Sour Cream
16 oz. -reg 3.69

$2.99

Clover
Organic 
Cream Top 
Yogurt
All Flavors
6 oz. -reg 1.19

99¢

+Tax

+Tax
+CRV

Happy

St. Patricks 
Day!!!

We will have a great selection 
of Corn Beef and Cabbage.  
Stop in on St. Patricks day 
for our homeade Stout Beef 

Stew!!!

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 ©2012
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