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San Francisco Opera Warehouse 
May Take on a Bigger Role

“She’s the type of person every 
station captain wants on their 
staff,” said Bayview Station Act-
ing Captain Robert O’Sullivan, of 
San Francisco Police Officer Sue 
Lavin-Mann. Lavin-Mann has 
been at the Bayview Station for 
the past 10 years. Prior to that, she 
worked with the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, stationed at the County Jails, 
which she said served as a stepping 
stone to her current position. 

Lavin-Mann grew up in Ire-
land. She immigrated to the 
United States after she graduated 
high school. After moving to San 
Francisco she earned a degree 
in criminal justice from City 
College. 

Lavin-Mann’s duties include 
code enforcement and policing 
the area’s homeless population, 
among other responsibilities. 
“I enjoy my job because I get to 
work on something from start 
to finish,” Lavin-Mann said. 
“Also, I enjoy solving community 
problems.” Lavin-Mann focuses 
on community policing, acting as 
a liaison between residents and 

Gathering strength over the 
past few months, a group of 
roughly 200 concerned Potrero 
Hill residents have organized to 
oppose Walden Development’s 
plan to create a Kaiser Medical 
Office Building and apartment 
complex at the site of the former 
Cor-o-van building, at 16th and 

Potrero Hill Residents Organize Against 
Kaiser Permanente Development

LAvin-MAnn cont. p.16

By SaSha LeKach Mississippi streets. The burgeon-
ing “Save Potrero” group wants to 
block, or at least modify, existing 
plans for the site, which include 
an outpatient facility with three 
floors of underground parking 
under a 68-foot tall building. 
An adjacent residential building 
would house 185 units, and stand 
48 feet tall, with four floors, and 
more underground parking. The 

KAiSER cont. p.14

There is profound beauty in the 
abandoned industrial relics 

of our past. They serve as landmarks 
of former glories, hold mysterious 
untold stories, and remind us that we 
may not be as immortal as we often 
make ourselves believe.

For the past 25 years, I’ve been 
surrounded by an exquisite cluster 
of post-industrial treasures on the 
central waterfront. My windows look 
across Illinois Street onto the ghostly 
deserted buildings and rusting 
rolling cranes of the shipyard at Pier 
70. 

Largely frozen in time, it’s a place 
of indomitable magic and allure. It’s 
also the oldest, largest, and most 
intact historic industrial complex 
remaining on the west coast.

Extensive industrial operations began here in 
the 1860’s. By the early-1880s the site had become a 
shipbuilding mecca and the City’s economic heart. 
During the Spanish-American War and World Wars 
I and II, the Yard boomed with thousands of workers 
who helped change history, alter San Francisco’s 
demographics, and contribute to the region’s economy 
and development. 

After World War II, Pier 70 experienced a long 
slow period of decline. Its prestige has diminished and 
its uses have changed over more than half a century.  
But the physical remnants of American industrial 
eminence never fully faded away. 

Despite its antiquated infrastructure,  Pier 70’s dry 
docks continue to function today as the City’s most 
significant maritime operation. Once-magnificent 
offices, steely utilitarian structures and chunky 
machinery remain throughout the 65-acre complex, 
though much of these are shuttered, dilapidated and 
seemingly ready to buckle into the bay. 

Photographer Piro Patton and I recently 
explored the interiors of three of the 

shipyard’s long-vacant structures: the cathedral-like 
Machine Shop, built in 1886; the terra cotta-capped 
Powerhouse, built in 1912; and the ornate Bethlehem 
Steel Administration Building, constructed in 

1916. They are among six historic 
buildings soon to be rehabilitated 
by Orton Development, Inc., as the 
centerpiece of the long-planned Pier 
70 redevelopment project.

After decades of vacancy and 
neglect  — not to mention 

the effects of squatters, taggers and 
tweakers — the shadowy interiors 
evoke a delightfully eerie appeal, 
with caving ceiling tiles, dingy 
broken windows, volumes of graffiti, 
and oddly missing parts. 

There are surprising discoveries 
around every corner:  an empty 
dining hall, a swank 120-seat movie 
theater, physical damage from the 
Great 1906 Earthquake, yellowed 
engineering documents from 
wartime ship-building projects, 
a fancy stone fireplace, and the 

stunning wood-paneled office views featured in 
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic film, Vertigo.

Photographic documentation is one small way 
to capture the beautifully decaying state of this 
once-great place. We can only hope that its gritty 
authenticity won’t become too polished, and lost, as it 
evolves into new uses. 

______________________________________
 Text by John Borg 
 Photography by Piro Patton 

More photos from shipyard series at Piropatton.com

For decades, San Francisco 
Opera employees have designed 
sets and sewn costumes inside a 
steel-frame warehouse located 
at 800 Indiana Street. But if the 
City approves proposed plans for 
a new housing development, the 
Opera’s costume shop could be 
replaced with 350 apartments, 
68 of which would be set aside as 
affordable housing. The Opera, 
suffering from an $18 million 
deficit, negotiated a sales agree-
ment with Archstone, a devel-
oper and manager of large-scale 
apartment communities. With 
Planning Commission approval 
for the large development at 
least 18 months away, the Opera 
continues to operate from 800 
Indiana while looking for a new 
home to build its sets. 

Dogpatch residents have 
become accustomed to the in-
flux of development. Several 
large projects — on 2051, 2121, 
and 2235 Third Street, 1225 
Tennessee Street, and 615 20th 
Street, to name a few — are in 
the pipeline. John Borg, a 20 
year Dogpatch resident and 
business owner, has witnessed 
waves of land use changes over 
the years. According to Borg, 
not all have contributed to the 
community. The 1990s dot-com 

boom and the lofts green-lighted 
by the Willie Brown Administra-
tion haven’t withstood the test 
of time, with architecture that 
already looks dated, and stucco 
that’s crumbling. But the neigh-
borhood has become more orga-
nized, designated Dogpatch as 
an historic district, and become 
more involved in what was being 
built on their corners.“We want 
to encourage cutting edge design 
that will look good in 30 to 40 
years, not something thrown up 
to fit as many bodies as possible,” 
said Borg.

Archstone claims that it 
wants the 800 Indiana Street 
building to be cutting edge. 
While it would consist of one 
large structure, it would have 
the appearance of being dis-
tinct buildings, separated by 
courtyards, each featuring a 
design by a different architect. 
Kennerly Architecture and Plan-
ning drew a curved building out 
of a metal that would age with 
time for the property’s northern 
corner. Jon Worden Architects 
created a more geometric facade. 
Kava Massih Architects – the 
brother of Archstone’s Bay Area 
vice president – designed the 
central buitlding, which has an 
architectural detail resembling a 
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By Liz MeLchor

proposal is in its early stages, with 
construction anticipated to begin 
in no less than three years.

Ergin Guney is a software 
engineer who works in Foster 
City, and has lived at Texas and 
Mariposa streets with his partner, 
Ruth, for five years. According 
to Guney, Save Potrero emerged 
because of concerns that the 
proposed design is incongruent 
with the neighborhood vibe on 
16th Street, and will wall off 
Potrero Hill. “We feel the project 
is of a completely incorrect style,” 
he said, asserting that the design 
is stale and unattractive. “It’s 
making a mockery of the area,” 
Guney said. “They are using every 
loop hole to max it out.” Guney is 
concerned that the Kaiser facility 
would reflect a creeping into the 
Hill of Mission Bay’s large medi-
cal and research university-style 
buildings.

Other neighborhood concerns 
include traffic congestion, in-
creased burdens on street park-
ing, competition with existing 
neighborhood businesses – with a 
pharmacy, eating establishments 
and other retailers expected to 
open shop on the ground floor 
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Sue Lavin-Mann

Cor-o-van building.
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Earlier this fall the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
voted to enter into a contract with Shell Energy North America 
to provide renewable energy – solar, wind, biogas and geo-
thermal – to San Francisco households. The contract will be 
managed under San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s 
(SFPUC) CleanPowerSF program, taking advantage of a state 
law that allows municipalities to compete with investor-owned 
utilities – such as Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 
– to provide power – but not transmission and distribution 
services – to their residents and businesses.

Renewables are cleaner, but more expensive, than fossil 
fuels. State-of-the-art natural gas-fired power plants can 
generate electricity at almost half the cost of the best solar 
facilities. But solar power produces a quarter or less of the 
polluting air and greenhouse gas emissions than natural gas. 
By participating in CleanPowerSF, San Franciscans would 
immediately reduce the environmental impacts associated with 
their electricity use, paying at least a $120 a year premium – 
and quite likely significantly more – to do so.

If this was the end of the story, when the times comes – 
roughly half of City households will be automatically placed in 
CleanPowerSF by next summer, with the option to stick with 
PG&E by “opting out” of the program – each of us could just 
make a simple decision about whether we want to pay more 
for cleaner electricity. But this being San Francisco – PG&E’s 
headquarters, and where the Examiner nee Bay Guardian is 
published – throughout 2013 they’ll be considerable noise about 
how great, or awful, CleanPowerSF is. 

“Progressives” will claim that CleanPowerSF deals a 
crushing blow to monopoly PG&E, paving the way to a green er, 
more community-friendly, electricity grid. PG&E, ever protec-
tive of its otherwise captured customer base, will insist that 
the City can’t be trusted with such an essential commodity 
as electricity, and the resulting costs to households will be 
ruinous. 

Neither of these assertions are more than distant rela-
tives to the truth. Since Shell will be providing the power, 
CleanPowerSF will do little to condition the City for a future, 
more significant, role – perhaps in the form of nurturing more 
home-grown, sustainable power sources, and expanding its 
distribution infrastructure from City-owned and former 
redevelopment-financed properties – in providing electric 
service to San Franciscans. And anyways, if the provision of 
Hetch-Hetchy hydropower to municipal facilities hasn’t cre-
ated that capacity, CleanPowerSF won’t add much to SFPUC’s 
skill set. The program earmarks $6 million for environmental 
programs, including a study of local power-generation options 
and solar and energy-efficiency initiatives, but SFPUC could 
invest these funds – which, compared to the more than $20 
million the City will spend on prepping for the CleanPowerSF 
launch, are a modest sum – without switching energy users 
from one large corporation to another. And under state law, 
one-third of PG&E power throughout Northern California has 
to be renewable by 2020. CleanPowerSF’s purchases will be a 
spark in the fire, so to speak; too small to move the renewable 
market.

Those who choose not to opt-out of CleanPowerSF will be 
provided with reliable electricity at a higher cost than PG&E 
power. How much higher isn’t yet known, and there’s some 
risk that rates will be more than expected. If Shell relies on 
“renewable energy credits” – certificates indicating the pur-
chase of renewable power, rather than direct investments in 
renewables – there’s some risk that San Franciscans won’t get 
what they’re paying for, as recently reported by The New York 
Times. Over time, though, any potential for fraudulent behavior 
will be stamped out, and the price differential should diminish, 
as renewable costs decline with increases in scale, and PG&E 
raises its reliance on non-fossil fueled generation. 

Low-income families and small businesses who can’t afford 
CleanPowerSF should stay with PG&E. But there are plenty 
of San Franciscans who have the means to pay a premium for 
electricity that has a lower environmental impact, and they 
should do so.

Editor,
I enjoyed last month’s 

article about the southeast-
ern waterfront (“Essence of 
Southeastern Waterfront 
Captured in Website Proj-
ect”), but one statement 
seems misleading. The au-
thor mentions a “series 
of proposals intended to 
make [Islais Creek] more 
transit accessible. . .” What 
proposals are those? As 
the co-chair of CC Puede, 
a community organization 
that’s been working since 
2005 to make the Cesar 
Chavez Street corridor 
safer and more inviting, 
I’ve personally locked horns 
with the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation 
Agency a number of times 
regarding the lack of public 
transit down Cesar Chavez 
Street. Other CC Puede 
members have had similar 
experiences. 

Even though a new SF-
MTA bus yard is being con-
structed on Cesar Chavez 
at Islais Creek, the agency 
continues to resist sugges-
tions that it provide transit 
service for its own workers. 
The current Muni options 
– Number 19-Polk and T-
Third – all travel north-
south, and none east-west. 
The plans for an attractive 
waterfront park along Islais 
Creek will be of little use to 
the many residents of the 
Mission, Bernal Heights, 
and points west if they’re 

unable to get there with-
out hauling downtown and 
transferring to the T-Third. 
A Muni shuttle between the 
24th Street BART station 
and the 22nd Street Caltrain 
station that ran down Cesar 
Chavez would be of great use 
to workers and other travelers 
who now face a “you can’t get 
there from here” situation.

CC Puede has brought 
up this idea at numerous 
meetings, in letters, and in 
face-to-face conversations 
with SFMTA officials. No 
one seems to care that public 
transportation to Islais Creek 
from the west doesn’t exist. I 
hope the creek’s revitalization 
and the opening of the Muni 
yard will prompt SFMTA to 
reconsider, and let us take 
the bus.

Fran Taylor
Co-chair, CC Puede

Editor,
Much appreciation for 

the high praise for To Chris 
Marker, An Unsent Letter 
(“Neighborhood Filmmakers 
at 35th Mill Valley Film Festi-
val,” October). Please give my 
sincere thanks to Lori Higa 
and to all the staff at the View. 
As an independent filmmaker 
with no advertising budget, 
these reviews are our life line 
to the public. Thank you for 
your support.

Emiko Omori
From the other Hill, Bernal.

Be at Peace, Great Grey Spirit.
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Lola was struck by a car Monday evening 
and died on the spot. She had some health 
problems that couldn’t be diagnosed, and 
was slowing down. Lola had a great eleven 
years on the block greeting and bringing joy 
to many who passed by. Lola exemplified 
happiness and contentment. Every one  
knew Lola. We love you. We miss you. May your 
bright light shine on. — Friends of Lola

By Steven J .  Moss

Energy
PubLiShEr’S ViEW
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Preschool
Families swarmed like bees 

to a hive to Friends of Potrero Hill 
nursery School’s grand opening 
last month. Over the years the 
preschool has moved numerous 
times; it’ll now be in its Dogpatch 
location for many years to come, 
according to the recently reno-
vated building’s architect, Brian 
liles, of Jackson liles Architecture. 
“The school is community,” said 
Julie Jackson, who also helped 
with the project, is Liles’ busi-
ness partner and spouse, and 
the mother of preschool alum. 
Some parents are still involved 
with the school even though 
their children are in high school. 
“The bond [among parents] is 
really strong,” she said…Despite 
rumors to the contrary, Florinda 
“Flo” cimino is still cutting hair 
at his eponymously named 20th 
Street storefront from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays…South of Dogpatch 
resident, and occasional View 
reporter, Bill Slatkin was recog-
nized by the California State As-
sembly last month for his work on 
Progress Park. Congrats, Bill!

Chocolate
Jacky and Michael Recchiuti’s 

chocolate lab opens at 801 22nd 
Street this month. The café offers 
chocolates, of course, as well as 
eclairs, floats, and a number of 
savory items, including Firebrand 
toasted sourdough layered with 
shiso leaves topped with bay 
shrimp and Cowgirl Creamery 
cheeses…Setting aside the seem-
ingly random nature by which the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) 
marked the Hill’s sidewalks for 
repair – with some squares that 
look perfect white-dotted, and 
others with large cracks in them 
left unpainted – Friends of the 
Urban Forest is offering a program 
to green sidewalks for $300 per 
property, which buys permitting, 
concrete removal plants and mate-
rials. At least 12 properties within 
a block or two are required to 
participate, with active efforts to 
recruit homes near the 300 block 
of Mississippi and Texas streets 
and elsewhere in the community…
The San Francisco Giants have 

parted ways with their develop-
ment partner, Cordish Companies 
of Baltimore, to build high-rises 
and parks on the 27-acre Seawall 
Lot 337, also known as “Lot A.” 
The Port commission gave the 
Giants a six-month extension 
on their exclusive development 
rights to the publicly-owned site 
while the team looks for a new 
partner. The Giants appear to 
smell more opportunity to profit 
from a restructured development 
plan. 

no Camping
Oversized vehicles parked 

in Bayview and Dogpatch will 
have to go elsewhere as a result 
of a new ordinance that prohibits 
them from parking overnight. 
Over objections from homeless 
advocates that the law criminal-
izes poor people, the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors passed the 
law seven to four, with John Ava-
los, Jane Kim, David Campos and 
Christina Olague in the minority. 

Starting March 1, any vehicle 
that’s 22 feet long and seven feet 
tall will be banned from parking 
overnight on certain City streets 
from 2 to 6 a.m. A 2011 San 
Francisco Municipal Transporta-
tion Agency survey found 461 
oversized vehicles parked on City 
streets, roughly a third of which 
were in Bayview, Dogpatch, or 
Potrero Hill. “Forgive me if I come 
across as a little incompassionate 
about it,” said District 10 Supervi-
sor Malia cohen. “I am tired of my 
neighborhood being the dump.”…
A serious traffic accident oc-
curred last month near the south 
bound off-ramp from Interstate 
280 at Mariposa and 18th streets. 
A car, traveling at a high rate of 
speed, came off the ramp toward 
18th street and kept going, plung-
ing off the bridge to the roadway 
below, with serious injuries to the 
occupants. This isn’t the first time 
such an accident has happened 
at this location, and, without 
some appropriate response from 
transportation authorities, will 
not be the last. 

no Food
After 25 years of support, for 

the second year in a row the fed-
eral Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program has declined to provide 
any funding to the San Francisco 
Food Bank, which is located on 
Pennsylvania Street. The national 
food program was cut by 40 per-
cent in fiscal year 2011, from $200 
million to $120 million, triggering 
tighter disbursement rules. To re-
ceive monies, a jurisdiction must 
have an unemployment rate of at 
least 10.7 percent, and a poverty 
rate of 15.8 percent. While parts 
of the City meet that criteria, 
San Francisco’s overall rates 
are 8.3 percent and 11.9 percent. 
Things would be different if San 

S h O R T  C u T S
Francisco wasn’t the state’s only 
combined city and county. “We 
have areas such as the Tenderloin 
and Hunters Point, but it doesn’t 
seem to make a difference because 
we’re just one big city,” said Paul 
Ash, the Food Bank’s executive 
director. “If Bayview were a city, 
it would be a different story.” 

no Boxes
Another of the View’s news-

paper boxes – this one located in 
front of the Whole Foods, at 17th 
and Rhode Island streets – has 
been seized by the City. The box 
had no doubt been graffitied and 
stickered, prompting the DPW to 
treat it like garbage. That’s not 
the way things are supposed to 
work, though. As with all private 
property subject to tagging, 
proper notice must be given before 
DPW takes any kind of action. 
The View periodically receives 
emails notifying it that a box has 
to be cleaned-up, and promptly 
responds. But just as often the 
City simply scoops up a box and 
discards it, leaving the View with 
one less distribution point. The 
View has lost a half-dozen boxes 
in that fashion. Unless this war 
on a community newspaper stops, 
the View will soon be left with 
no boxes, making it that much 
harder for our readers to find us. 
Perhaps that’s what DPW has in 
mind…

Correction
In last month’s “Hill Property 

Owners Targeted for Sidewalk 
Repairs” it was incorrectly stated 
that the amount of sidewalk that 
requires a permit is 100 square 
feet. The triggering amount is 
actually 10 square feet. 

china Basin

Mccovey
cove

third St

Mission rock St

terry Francois B
lvd

Pier
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Pier
50

SWL 337
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Roughly a year ago, in the 
face of a San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) 
plan to erect high-tech park-
ing meters throughout parts of 
Dogpatch, Potrero Hill, and the 
Mission, residents formed the 
Eastern Neighborhoods United 
Front (ENUF). Since then, SF-
MTA hasn’t progressed with 
outreach to the 17th and Folsom 
area – which is targeted for 
meters – as called for by ENUF, 
and originally scheduled to be 
launched in September. “We have 
not begun the outreach for this 
area,” SFMTA spokesperson Paul 
Rose said. “We just finalized a 
document that put all existing 
policies on paper, so when we do 
start outreach, we will be able to 
all start from the same place.” 

According to Rose, while 
SFMTA hasn’t set a date to start 
its outreach, once the effort be-
gins the agency will work with 
residents who’ve been gathering 
information about neighborhood 
parking needs. “That will be part 
of the outreach that will precede 

SFMTA Continues to Examine 
Parking Management 
Strategies

any work to be done regarding 
parking in this area,” Rose said. 

Under SFMTA’s recently ad-
opted “Policies for On-Street 
Parking Management,” “...block-
faces” – the side of a City block 
between two intersections –“that 
contain only single family homes 
are...considered inappropriate for 
metering…A mixed use block is 
defined as a block containing both 
commercial and residential uses...
the policy for mixed use areas is 
to use parking meters…As a sepa-
rate policy proposal, SFMTA will 
consider reform of the Residential 
Parking Permit program to bet-
ter reflect the needs of residents 
with and without vehicles, as 
well as the needs of the transit 
system as a whole…” SFMTA 
may develop a proposal to revise 
the Residential Parking Permit 
(RPP) program after it obtains 
community feedback. 

According to a document 
attached to SFMTA’s Policies 
report, “While the list of uses 
above mentions areas where me-
tering may be appropriate, some 
settings may involve the exercise 
of additional discretion by the SF-

By Keith BurBanK

MTA.” The Policies report states 
that SFMTA’s on-street parking 
management plan “will meet the 
following goals and objectives of 
the SFMTA FY 2013-2018 Strate-
gic Plan: make transit, walking, 
bicycling, taxi, ridesharing & 
carsharing the preferred means 
of travel.”

In a press release issued last 
summer, ENUF called for a mora-
torium on parking meter instal-
lation. “We believe a moratorium 
on installing parking meters and 
rearranging traffic flows should 
be put in place, while the SFMTA 
focuses on solving MUNI’s prob-
lems...” ENUF has gathered more 
than 529 signatures supporting 
the moratorium, according to 
spokeswoman Mari Eliza. ENUF 
is also collecting surveys from 
residents on their parking needs, 
with half of the completed surveys 

from Potrero Hill residents.
Jennifer Ewing, a resident 

of Developing Environments, a 
live/work art studio located in 
the Northeast Mission, opposes 
installation of new parking me-
ters, “but if they are going to put 
them in, they should investigate” 
changing the direction of the 
parking spaces to 90 degrees to 
create more spaces and generate 
additional revenues for SFMTA. 
Leo Germano, another Develop-
ing Environments resident, wants 
the agency to be more flexible 
with the RPP program, perhaps 
allowing RPPs on half of a block, 
while parking is managed another 
way on the rest of the block. Echo-
ing other residents, Ewing said, 
“We have a station wagon for our 
business. How do I get a ladder on 
Muni or on a Zip car?” 
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graduate licensed acupuncturists. 
Students come from all over the 
world to participate in four year 
programs to obtain a masters 
or doctorate degree. The college 
has an impressive list of alumni 
who have become well-known 
leaders in Chinese medicine and 
herbs, including Chinese herbal 
expert Robert Newman, who has 
lectured in China. The typical 
student is European-American, in 
their mid-30s to mid-40s. Nearly 
80 percent are female, as, accord-
ing to Huang, “Women tend to pay 
more attention to health care and 
wellness.”

ACTCM’s motto is “Ancient 
Medicine For Your Mind, Body & 
Spirit,” an adage the college prac-
tices through its 450 Connecticut 
Street clinic. That facility is run 
by Tracy Tongetti, who manages 
an herbal pharmacy, medical staff 
and 13 patient rooms which re-
ceive roughly 350 patients weekly. 
The clinic treats a wide range of 
symptoms – fatigue, back pain, 
addiction, emotional problems, 
respiratory diseases, even strokes 
– with acupuncture and herbs. 
The pharmacy features hundreds 
of small wooden drawers contain-
ing different Chinese herbs, some 
371 in all. Each plant has both 
specific and general uses; when 
mixed together the herbs provide 
an endless collage of treatments, 
making Chinese herbs an ever 
changing science. In addition to 
being useful in their raw form, the 
plants can be cooked, powdered 
and granulated. The clinic also 
sells herbs in lotions, potions and 
tablets, offering bottles and pills 
not seen at Walgreens. 

ACTCM provides acupuncture 
programs in collaboration with 
the California Pacific Medical 
Center, and works with hospice 
patients through another partner-
ship. In the future, the college 
hopes to add animal acupuncture 
classes to their offerings, and 
encourage continuing penetration 
of the ancient intervention into 
traditional hospitals. 

American college for Traditional 
chinese Medicine May cure 
What Ails you

By PauL McDonaLD

Opened in Potrero Hill in 1987 
in a former elementary school 
straddling Arkansas and Con-
necticut streets, the American 
College for Traditional Chinese 
Medicine (ACTCM) provides mas-
ters and doctoral level training 
in acupuncture and traditional 
Chinese medicine to some 280 
students. In addition to the col-
lege, ACTCM runs a community 
clinic, and offers public classes 
in such things as conversational 
Mandarin, Feng Shui, Chinese 
medicine, Tai Ji – an internal ex-
ercise promoting health – herbal 
medicines and cooking. 

The college is headed by Lixin 
– pronounced “Lee Sheeng” – 
Huang, a native of Xi’an, China, 
who came to the United States 
to pursue a graduate degree in 
educational studies from North-
ern Illinois University in 1986. 
She originally intended to return 
to China, but, while attending a 
political science conference at the 
University of California, Berkeley 
in 1989, was recruited by ACTCM 
board members. The board mem-
bers told Huang that the college 
needed someone who knew Chi-
nese languages and culture, and 
offered her the opportunity to 
complete her doctoral dissertation 
while working at the school. 

The interaction occurred 
around the time of the Tiananmen 
Square protests, which deeply 
affected Huang, who was shaken 
by the events in her native China. 
When Huang started at the col-
lege in an administrative role, it 
had just five staff members and 
a meager student body of some 
60 students. By 1994 she was 
president. Today, ACTCM has 40 
full- and part-time staff running 
the college, clinic, and a 12,000 
square foot satellite campus at 
555 De Haro Street.

ACTCM was the first Ameri-
can school of acupuncture and 
traditional Chinese medicine to 
be nationally accredited by the 
U.S. Department of Education to 

Lixin huang, ACTCM’s president. Photo by Don Nolte.
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metal sculpture or billboard on its 
roof. And Pfau Long Architecture 
completed the southern end with 
another curved metal building.

Last summer the Dogpatch 
Neighborhood Association (DNA) 
heard a short presentation from 
Archstone’s architects. In re-
sponse, Janet Carpinelli, DNA’s 
president, detailed the asso-
ciation’s concerns in a letter to 
Archstone and their partner in 
the project, Build, Inc., the de-
veloper of the neighboring Esprit 
Project. Last month Amir Massih, 
Archstone’s group vice president 
of development for the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, presented the 
company’s revised designs. 

Even on the eve of the second 
presidential debate, the room 
was filled: people sat on the floor, 
and crowded around the door. 
Dogpatch resident and City At-
torney Dennis Herrera poked 
his head in. Attendees expressed 
less concern about the building’s 
proposed design elements as its 
overall height and bulk. “I think 
it is overkill for our neighbor-
hood. It obliterates the view of 
Potrero Hill,” said Carpinelli. 
The proposed development is 58 
feet tall – the maximum height 
allowed under zoning require-
ments – eight feet taller than the 
existing warehouse and much 
higher than any of surrounding 
buildings. 

Numerous residents expressed 
concerns that their view would 
disappear. “This takes away my 
entire view of Potrero Hill, and I 
am not okay with that,” said one 
attendee. However, Michael Spain 
welcomed the change. “Anything 
that blocks my view of the free-
way and the traffic moving 60 or 
65 mph, I like.” He also doubted 
that the height would disrupt any 
of what he did like about his view: 
the hill behind. But Spain, like his 
neighbors, could only guess at the 
actual change he’d see from his 
windows. While the developers 
will have to include renderings of 
the views as part of the planning 
approval process, Carpinelli had 
requested they present visual 
simulations at the meeting. “I 
was disappointed. They didn’t 
make any changes whatsoever. 
And they didn’t show the views,” 
she said.

One attendee suggested that 
the developer cut off the build-
ing’s top floor. Massih responded 
that such an approach wouldn’t 
make sense economically. Instead, 
he asserted that breaking up 
the building into subdivisions 
would mitigate the issue of scale. 
Carpinelli believed that lowering 
the height of the two southern-
most subdivisions would solve 
both the view issue and concerns 
of it looking out of scale with the 
neighborhood. “I don’t think it is 
too much to ask them to bring the 
height of the buildings down on 
the south end. It will fit into the 
neighborhood a lot better,” said 
Carpinelli after the meeting. 

The buildings’ heights also 
meant that it would be more 
prominent along 280, potentially 
shielding the neighborhood from 
freeway-related air pollution and 
noise. “I think it is a huge benefit 
to block off 280,” said Massih. 
Residents might notice less dust 
on their windowsills, and it might 
become a quieter. Proper ventila-
tion and windows within the 
complex would shield occupants 
from the freeway’s emissions.

According to Susan Eslick, 
DNA vice-president, early in the 
development process the language 
used by Archstone caused some 
Dogpatch residents to fear the 
creation of a monolith blocking 
the neighborhood’s view. “They 
used the terminology “wall,” 
when they are not building a 
wall,” said Eslick. Massih echoed 
this point at the meeting, assert-
ing that while the building would 
span the length of the development 
along 280, it would not look like 
an impenetrable wall, but simply 
be another side of the apartment 
building, complete with double or 
triple-paned windows.

Residents also expressed con-
cerns over parking, or the lack 
of it. The 350 unit development 
would have 263 underground 
spaces. This balance was at least 
in part the result of the East-
ern Neighborhoods Plan, which 
eliminated parking minimums for 
new developments and replaced 
them with maximums. In the 
case of 800 Indiana, .75 spaces per 
unit – 263 total – is the maximum 
number of spaces allowed by the 
City. Neighbors worry because 
this amount of parking may not 
be enough for the people who will 
be living there, which could cause 
street parking to become even 
scarcer. According to Massih, 
while he’s sympathetic to park-
ing concerns, the City believes 
that fewer spaces are needed in 
Dogpatch because of the close 
proximity of Muni’s T-line and 
Caltrain. “Basically, we are boxed 
in,” said Massih.

Six meeting attendees identi-
fied themselves as tradespeople 
who knew that a large develop-
ment meant jobs. When Danny 
Campbell, from the Sheet Metal 
Workers’ Union 104, asked Arch-
stone to make a commitment to 
pay the prevailing wage set by 

the State of California to the 300 
full-time construction workers 
it plans to employ, Massih was 
quick to reply. “There is only one 
way I can answer that question: 
No.”Massih explained that he 
wasn’t saying “no” to union labor, 
but that he couldn’t promise the 
contractor he’d chose would be 
one hundred percent union. “If 
you are qualified and competitive, 
we would love to work with you,” 
said Massih. 

Campbell retorted that a con-
tractor couldn’t both be competi-
tive and pay a wage that enabled 
laborers to afford to live in San 
Francisco. The state establishes a 
prevailing wage for state-funded 
construction projects as a way to 
prohibit contractors from under-
paying laborers to win contracts. 
A carpenter, who was attending 
the meeting with his wife, stood 
up and said,“I made $28 dollars 
an hour at my last all union job, 
that’s not much at all. If they 
are going to go non-union I am 
not going to support it. You need 
jobs that support middle class 
families. Our union hall is only 
two blocks from here.”

Carpinelli thought that the 
union representatives had made 
good points. “Other projects are 
using union labor, like the one at 
23rd and Tennessee.” She said. 
“Here we are talking about bring-
ing in housing for people, what 
about the people who already live 
here and are trying to get jobs?” 

At the end of the hour and 
a half meeting some attendees 
expressed frustration with the 
developer. One woman sum-
marized the interaction as, “we 
say we don’t want it, and you say 
“tough.”” Carpinelli agreed that 
the developers hadn’t been recep-
tive to the residents’ concerns. 
“They said we have to do this, 
we want to do this. I really didn’t 
think that they were addressing 
our issues,” she said after the 
meeting.

Other residents were more 
positive. “I appreciate the differ-
ent styles of architecture. Kudos. 
Smart idea,” said one attendee. 
One neighbor who had been at 
the presentation held last sum-
mer told Massih: “I continue to 
applaud. There is a lot I like about 
this. There is a sense about how 
much worse it could be.” Mc Al-
len, a Dogpatch renter who stood 
rocking his baby throughout the 
meeting, welcomed the project. 
“There is a chronic housing 
shortage in this City. It takes 
great courage to say here in our 
backyard, we want higher density 
housing,” said Allen. “For a fam-
ily one of the greatest struggles is 
affordable housing.”

While the completed develop-
ment is still years away — Massih 
estimated 18 months for plan-
ning approval and 27 months 
for construction — according to 
Eslick the important work with 
the developers is now. “Look they 
aren’t there yet, and they could 
get there,” said Eslick.

Fall �owers add the perfect 
touch to every dinner table. 
Bring in your grandmother’s 

old pitcher, your favorite vase, 
or let us create something 

entirely unique just for you. 

800 indiana Street.
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 new kids on the block

 Buon compleanno

 bestiolina! We love

 you Orso!”

 

 Happy birthday to our sweet, 

 spunky, funny and awesome 

 seven year old, Leila. We love 

 you, Mommy, Daddy and Sissy

 

 Happy second birthday 

 to Zachary Grossblatt!

 When he’s not busy eating

 “baby waffles,” Zach’s

 working on his Gangnam

 Style dance moves. 

 Happy eleventh, 

 Olivia! Love, Dad, 

 Mom, Adam, and Joy  Happy sixth Birthday 

 to Ava with love from

 Momma, Dadda, Dashiell,

 and all the pets.

www.pdma-sf.org 
Join us for our monthly general membership meeting 
every second Tuesday 9:45-11:00 a.m. at Goat Hill Pizza

1459 18th Street #105   San Francisco 94107  415.779.4107  

Visit our new WEB SITE  

and like us on Facebook

for a chance to win a  

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE  

to any of our 150+  

member businesses!

  Happy Birthday, 

  Bridget
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There is profound beauty in the 
abandoned industrial relics 

of our past. They serve as landmarks 
of former glories, hold mysterious 
untold stories, and remind us that we 
may not be as immortal as we often 
make ourselves believe.

For the past 25 years, I’ve been 
surrounded by an exquisite cluster 
of post-industrial treasures on the 
central waterfront. My windows look 
across Illinois Street onto the ghostly 
deserted buildings and rusting 
rolling cranes of the shipyard at Pier 
70. 

Largely frozen in time, it’s a place 
of indomitable magic and allure. It’s 
also the oldest, largest, and most 
intact historic industrial complex 
remaining on the west coast.

Extensive industrial operations began here in 
the 1860’s. By the early-1880s the site had become a 
shipbuilding mecca and the City’s economic heart. 
During the Spanish-American War and World Wars 
I and II, the Yard boomed with thousands of workers 
who helped change history, alter San Francisco’s 
demographics, and contribute to the region’s economy 
and development. 

After World War II, Pier 70 experienced a long 
slow period of decline. Its prestige has diminished and 
its uses have changed over more than half a century.  
But the physical remnants of American industrial 
eminence never fully faded away. 

Despite its antiquated infrastructure,  Pier 70’s dry 
docks continue to function today as the City’s most 
significant maritime operation. Once-magnificent 
offices, steely utilitarian structures and chunky 
machinery remain throughout the 65-acre complex, 
though much of these are shuttered, dilapidated and 
seemingly ready to buckle into the bay. 

Photographer Piro Patton and I recently 
explored the interiors of three of the 

shipyard’s long-vacant structures: the cathedral-like 
Machine Shop, built in 1886; the terra cotta-capped 
Powerhouse, built in 1912; and the ornate Bethlehem 
Steel Administration Building, constructed in 

1916. They are among six historic 
buildings soon to be rehabilitated 
by Orton Development, Inc., as the 
centerpiece of the long-planned Pier 
70 redevelopment project.

After decades of vacancy and 
neglect  — not to mention 

the effects of squatters, taggers and 
tweakers — the shadowy interiors 
evoke a delightfully eerie appeal, 
with caving ceiling tiles, dingy 
broken windows, volumes of graffiti, 
and oddly missing parts. 

There are surprising discoveries 
around every corner:  an empty 
dining hall, a swank 120-seat movie 
theater, physical damage from the 
Great 1906 Earthquake, yellowed 
engineering documents from 
wartime ship-building projects, 
a fancy stone fireplace, and the 

stunning wood-paneled office views featured in 
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic film, Vertigo.

Photographic documentation is one small way 
to capture the beautifully decaying state of this 
once-great place. We can only hope that its gritty 
authenticity won’t become too polished, and lost, as it 
evolves into new uses. 

______________________________________
 Text by John Borg 
 Photography by Piro Patton 

More photos from shipyard series at Piropatton.com
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Wood debris pile in the beautifully deteriorating brick-and-mortar Machine Shop Building. Bethlehem Steel Administration Building at 20th & Illinois Streets.

Elegant arched windows and circular stairwell on west end of the 100,000-square-foot Machine Shop.

Movie theater housed mysteriously within the Administration Building. The titanic Powerhouse turbines date back to 1912. 

Ornate office space once occupied by the captains of industry.

Dusty window view of iconic shipyard cranes. The ghostly basement commissary fed scores of employees, working multiple shifts, during the shipyard’s heyday.

Photos by Piro Patton
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TIM JOHNSON
Potrero Hill’s Top-Selling Agent in 2011 

415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com
www.timjohnsonSF.com
DRE# 01476421

Getting your home ready for sale doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive.  
There are several simple ways you can add value to your home inexpensively:

  This dramatic home on  Arkansas Street attracted three offers and sold after just twelve days on the market.

What are the Least Expensive Ways 
to Add Value to Your Home Before Sell ing?

 � MAKE IT SHINE—There is nothing more important than ensuring your home is clean. 

 � LIGHTEN AND BRIGHTEN—If it is time to repaint, consider lighter colors that will make your home brighter and feel 

more spacious. 

 � OUT WITH THE OLD—It is easy to accumulate clutter even after just a few years. Donating or discarding unneeded 

items can make a home feel more spacious—and make your future move easier.

 � DON’T FORGET SMALL THINGS WITH BIG IMPACTS—Simple steps like painting the garage floor or planting bright 

flowers near your home’s entrance are easy and inexpensive ways to make a home more welcoming and tidy.

This booklet includes:

•	Sales Prices for All Potrero Hill Homes Sold in 2011

•	Why Prices are Rising on the Hill

•	What Potrero Hill Buyers are Looking For

•	How to Prepare Your Home for Sale

If you are thinking about selling your home, call me at 415-710-9000  
for a free copy of my 2012 Potrero Hill Real Estate Report.
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Farley’s Remodel Adds to Café’s Charm
By SiMon StahL

Farley’s has long been a favorite gathering place for Potrero 
Hill residents. With its comfortable atmosphere, and a wide selec-
tion of games and magazines to peruse, the 18th street fixture 
tempts its patrons to while away countless hours communing 
with coffee. With a remodel completed last month, the 1980s-style 
interior received some aesthetic improvements. And Farley’s now 
offers a wider selection of food, giving its fans even less reason 
to leave.

“After 23 years, Farley’s needed an extensive cleanup and 
remodel. We worked very hard to redo the cafe and at the same 
time keep Farley’s the same. I think that when people walk in for 
the first time, they instantly feel like they are inside the Farley’s 
they know and love, but it has a much cleaner, lighter feeling,” 
explained owner Chris Hillyard. 

Although most of the changes took place behind the cash reg-
ister, the café’s customers will enjoy new bench seating along the 
periphery of the space, complete with outlets to plug in electronic 
devices. In addition to the additional seating, the counter and space 
behind it now looks a lot less cluttered. The overall effect is that 
Farley’s feels more spacious, without losing its coziness.

During the renovation, Hillyard tried to minimize the incon-
venience to customers. “At the end of August, we started serving 
coffee from a kiosk at the front door and began closing at 2 p.m. 
daily so that we could do the remodel in the back half of the cafe,” 
said Hillyard. But now that Farley’s has reopened, customers ap-
pear to believe that the wait was worthwhile. “The largest issue 
was that the iconic Farley’s clock was not re-installed right away. 
The response has been overwhelmingly positive.”

Farley’s is located at 1315 18th Street.For more information: 
farleyscoffee.com

Downtown High School Principal Moves to John O’Connell

In the decade that Margot 
Goldstein has been an 11th-grade 
United States history teacher at 
John O’Connell High School, she’s 
worked with five different prin-
cipals, as well as countless deans 
and assistant principals. “We 
need consistency,” Goldstein said. 
“That’s what’s been missing.”

This academic year students 
may finally be getting just that. 
Former principal Martin Gomez 
returned to his hometown of Los 
Angeles for personal reasons after 
one year at John O’Connell. Mark 
Alvarado, a familiar face at the 
school, is now at the helm. Alva-
rado served as John O’Connell’s 
assistant principal six years ago. 
He’s now returned as principal, 
bringing promises of leadership 
longevity to the school. “I believe 
in John O’Connell,” said Alva-
rado. “I’m going to stay. I’m going 
to be here for a while.”

Alvarado lives in the Mis-
sion, and has worked at Mission 
High School and Buena Vista 
Elementary School. He’s served 
education in San Francisco for 
15 years, primarily at underper-

By cheLSi Moy
SPeciaL FroM MiSSion LocaL

forming schools. He left John 
O’Connell to become principal of 
Downtown High School, a Potrero 
Hill-based continuation school 
that serves students who’ve been 
unsuccessful in a traditional high 
school setting, and are on the 
verge of dropping out. “He’s really 
about serving the underserved 
population,” said Ellen Wong, 
Downtown’s new principal, who 
was assistant principal under 
Alvarado. “He has a big focus on 
workforce education, because not 
all of our students go on to college. 
I think he’s a big-picture person. 
He has a lot of ideas.”

Alvarado is known for creat-
ing clear policies and procedures 
at Downtown High School, Wong 
said. “In a business, it would be 
called an operations manual,” 
she said. “In education, instead of 
writing down processes, they’re 
passed on. After a while, people 
forget if they’re not written down.” 
Alvarado also championed efforts 
to bridge gaps for graduating stu-
dents transitioning between high 
school and secondary education or 
vocational training programs.

“It’s not just about graduating 
students,” Wong said. “It’s about 
transitioning to the next step. You 

need to help students build that 
bridge.”

Alvarado has been described 
as a straightforward communica-
tor and a no-nonsense principal. 
When he’s not in a meeting, the 
principal’s door is open. Teach-
ers walk in and out freely. It’s 
been a couple of months, but 
so far Goldstein calls the new 
principal transparent, open and 
responsive to staff morale. “We 
need dialogue,” Goldstein said. 
“We need to have discussions 
with each other and with admin-
istrators. I feel as though we’re 
approaching some codification of 
things, but there’s always room 
for improvement.”

Goldstein is encouraged by 
the fact that Alvarado knows 
what he’s getting into. He’s fa-
miliar with the students who 
attend John O’Connell, who have 
historically scored below aver-
age on standardized tests, with 
73 percent eligible for free and 
reduced lunch. One of the big-
gest challenge facing Alvarado is 
one that’s existed for years: the 
community’s perception of John 
O’Connell as a low-performing 
school with gang-related prob-
lems. “John O’Connell’s reputa-
tion is based on standardized test 
scores, not on what’s happening in 
the classroom and what students 
are actually learning,” Goldstein 
said. “John O’Connell is fighting 
the perception that test scores 
reflect the quality of the school.”

Alvarado couldn’t agree more. 
“John O’Connell has gotten an 
unfair rap from the community,” 
he said. It’s not the same school it 
was when he left, Alvarado said. 
“It’s still a high school, so we’ll 
have issues, but it’s calmed down 
significantly. Five years ago it was 
a different community.”

Alvarado wants to focus on 
John O’Connell’s many strengths. 
He praised the work in the class-
rooms by teachers and students. 
He pointed to the abundance 
of community support for the 
students. His goal is for the com-
munity to feel a sense of owner-
ship in the high school. In return, 
he wants the high school to meet 
the community’s needs, especially 
in terms of vocational programs. 
John O’Connell is known for its 
career training programs, Al-
varado said, giving high school 
students the opportunity for 
hands-on training in areas such 
as carpentry, culinary arts and 
pre-engineering in electronics 
technology, to name a few. It’s 
not what defines John O’Connell, 
but it is a unique characteristic, 
he said.

Alvarado wants to facilitate 
the conversation, but not own it. 
He wants teachers, students and 
parents to identify the school’s 
strengths and unique qualities 
and begin to change the percep-
tion of the high school within the 
greater community. “It can’t be 
me, Mark Alvarado, driving us 
forward,” he said. “It has to be a 
community conversation.”

But change takes time. With 
shrinking budgets and a staff 
that’s accustomed to a revolving 
door for principals, who each 
have their unique way of doing 
things, Alvarado is taking it slow. 
He calls it “status-quo mode.” 
He’s watching and observing, 
supporting what already exists. 
He’s learning how things operate. 
And he wants to highlight what’s 
working.

“We have so many assets and 
a plethora of strength in our com-
munity partners,” he said. “We 
should embrace who we are.”
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Congratulations, World Champions!Congratulations, World Champions!

The Potrero View covers Mission Bay, home of the San Francisco GiantsThe Potrero View covers Mission Bay, home of the San Francisco Giants
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By Steven Kurutz
SPeciaL FroM the new yorK tiMeS Potrero hill house 

Remodeled for Light
Lisa Koshkarian and Tom Di 

Francesco knew they had to reno-
vate their house when they could 
no longer keep adult hours there. 
The couple had bought a 1930s 
Mediterranean-style home in 
Potrero Hill for $1 million in 2002, 
and had already spent $500,000 
adding on a third-story master 
suite to take advantage of the 
neighborhood’s famously close-
up, dead-on views of downtown. 

But then came the birth of their 
children, Zia and Rex. Abruptly, 
the rest of the 3,600-square-foot 
floor plan — a small dining room 
sandwiched between the chil-
dren’s bedrooms, with the kitchen 
just on the other side — had the 
couple on a toddler schedule. 

“If you had anyone over or 
wanted to stay up after 7 p.m., it 
was a problem,” Di Francesco, 54, 
recalled recently. 

Koshkarian, 46, added: “Any-
time we would make any noise 
after their bedtime, it would be 
really disrupting.” As she spoke, 
Koshkarian was interrupted by 
Rex, four, who wanted a snack 
and was none too shy about saying 
so. Zia, six, twirled in a pretty 
dress in celebration of Saturday 
morning. 

The couple considered moving. 
But after seeing several homes on 
the market, they had a greater 
appreciation of their own, with its 
good-size lot, flat backyard and 
loft-like master bedroom. Fans of 
modern architecture, they hired 
Anne Fougeron, a San Francisco-

based architect whose Twitter 
handle announces “I like glass, 
minimalism, natural light and 
stainless steel,” to create a space 
that would be starkly modern but 
somehow family-friendly. 

The challenge, Fougeron said, 
was solving the problem of flow, 
or lack of it. Her solution was to 
“flip the program” by putting all 
the spaces with quiet functions, 
like the children’s bedrooms, 
toward the front of the house, 
while creating a large living area 
in the back. As she explained, 
“The view out the back and the 
garden is actually what you want 
to focus on.” 

To play up that view, but avoid 
the square-box look Fougeron 
refers to as “Dwell Light,” she 
designed a two-story wall of glass 
that juts in and out like a series 
of bay windows stacked on top of 
one another. The windows let in 
plenty of light and also increase 

the rear views slicing off toward 
the Golden Gate Bridge and 
Mount Tamalpais. “When the 
sun goes down, especially, it’s 
spectacular to sit in that chair 
and enjoy the view and the lights,” 
Di Francesco said, motioning to a 
white king-of-the-castle throne 
by the window. 

Standing in the window, a vis-
itor felt both thrillingly perched 
and on display. Isn’t the couple 
worried about peeping neighbors? 
“I’m a psychologist,” Koshkarian 
said. “So I think about our hidden 
exhibitionist desires.” 

Di Francesco, a senior vice 
president of a real estate invest-
ment company, quickly clarified, 
“Maybe you have those.” 

“Tom won’t admit to his ex-
hibitionist desires,” Koshkarian 
said, unfazed. “I, at least, admit 
that there might be something 
inside me that wouldn’t mind 
people watching. I like the idea 
of feeling connected with things 
around me.” 

Before the second renova-
tion, which encompassed 2,800 
square feet and cost around $285 
a square foot, two staircases 
existed awkwardly at opposite 
ends of the house. Now a single 
perforated metal stair connects 

“I’m a psychologist. So I think about our hidden exhibitionist desires.” 

DR. KOSHKARiAn

the two lower floors, creating an 
easy flow and offering access to 
the garden. The theme is visually 
echoed in the living area, where 
a perforated metal canopy hangs 
over the dining table, subtly sepa-
rating it from the open kitchen 
and seating area.

Still, the gallery-white walls 
and matching white epoxy resin 
flooring throughout the house 
don’t scream child-friendly. Nor 
does the metal staircase, observed 
Koshkarian, who grew up in a 
modern home in San Diego de-
signed by Ken Kellogg. “I think 
a lot of people can’t imagine how 
kids can live in a modern environ-
ment like this; it’s too austere,” 
she said. “Certainly they have to 
be really careful on these stairs. 
But any stair you don’t want a kid 
falling down.” 

And the large, sparsely fur-
nished living area brings the fam-
ily together, Koshkarian added. 
“We have this big space where we 
wake up and make breakfast. The 
kids can come out when they’re 
ready; they can hang out here.” 
The open floor plan makes it easy 
to keep an eye on the children, she 
said, but it also gives the grown-
ups “enough space that we can do 
our independent activities.” 

But what about that modern 
sculpture next to the sofa, the 
one that looks like a child-size 
wheelbarrow made of old tin? Rex 
and Zia must find it irresistible. 
“I think our kids do appreciate 
art,” Koshkarian said. “When I 
say, ‘Don’t touch the sculpture,’ 
they know it’s not a toy.” 

Looking at the living room 
floor scattered with Tinkertoys, 
though, a visitor was uncon-
vinced. Should we bring in 
Rex as a material witness? “Of 
course, they’re very tempted,” 
Koshkarian allowed, adding, 
with a faint sigh, “They’ll put 
their Legos on it.” 
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Complimentary ad courtesty of the View

Help local students improve  
their reading skills! 

Help local students improve  
their reading skills! 

Change a student’s life with just one hour a week 
commitment. Reading Partners pairs volunteers (like 
YOU!) with students at Daniel Webster Elementary 
School for one-on-one reading tutoring. Our curriculum-
based program has been proven to dramatically improve 
reading skills for struggling readers. No prior tutoring 
experience required. 

Contact Fatima Duran to become a 
Reading Partners volunteer.

fduran@readingpartners.org  or (415) 306-2263 

Change a student’s life with just one hour a week 
commitment. Reading Partners pairs volunteers (like 
YOU!) with students at Daniel Webster Elementary 
School for one-on-one reading tutoring. Our curriculum-
based program has been proven to dramatically improve 
reading skills for struggling readers. No prior tutoring 
experience required. 

Contact Fatima Duran to become a 
Reading Partners volunteer.

fduran@readingpartners.org  or (415) 306-2263 

Hello
West Portal!

San Francisco Sourdough Pizza
since 1975

Happy 
Holidays!

Potrero Hill     

Dine-In • Pick up
415-641-1440

300 Connecticut St 171 Stillman St

415-974-1303
Delivery • Pick up

SOMA

415-242-GOAT (4628)

170 West Portal Ave
Counter Service • Delivery • Pick up

West Portal
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– and the destruction of a his-
toric building dating back to the 
region’s steel production days. 
Starting in 1931, steel compa-
nies – including steel contractor 
Judson Pacific-Murphy Corpora-
tion, and its predecessor Pacific 
Rolling Mill Company – used the 
16th and Mississippi streets space 
as part of the steel industry that 
emerged in Potrero Hill in the 
late-1800s. “The building itself is 
an example of corrugated metal 
construction,” Guney explained. 
“It’s not exactly sexy sounding,” 
but worth preserving.

Guney insisted that Save 
Potrero isn’t anti-development, 
but would l ike to see more 
thoughtful, community-oriented 
building projects come into the 
neighborhood. “This seems like 
the worst case scenario with what 
can be done with that block,” 
he said. “We are not saying we 
don’t want Kaiser, just not at this 
spot.” He pointed to the Califor-
nia College of the Arts on Eight 
Street, which converted an old 
Greyhound yard into a modern, 
open building, “That’s something 
we’d like to see there,” he said. 
According to Guney, the group 
understands that the project is 
still being designed, and hasn’t 
been finalized, but “they want the 
neighborhood’s blessing, but we 
are asking to lop off 60 percent 
of their project; they aren’t going 

KAiSER from cover 

to do that.”
Kaiser Permanente spokes-

man Randy Wittorp emphasized 
that what the community is seeing 
in the first stages of the planning 
process is an initial draft, and 
will not be the medical build-
ing’s final design.“We are already 
considering the feedback we’ve 
received and exploring ways we 
can rework elements of the proj-
ect and incorporate some of the 
suggestions,” he said. According 
to Wittorp, Walden Development 
won’t have a revised design until 
2013 at the earliest, “as we want 
to make sure we hear from a lot 
of people.” Walden and Kaiser 
representatives have met with 
various Potrero residents, includ-
ing at neighborhood homes, such 
as a Save Potrero meeting held at 
Guney’s home last month, which 
about 40 residents attended.

More meetings are planned. 
Walden Development hosted a 
booth at last month’s Potrero Hill 

Festival, and made another pre-
sentation at the October Potrero 
Boosters Neighborhood Associa-
tion meeting. They’ll also be on 
hand at Potrero Hill History 
Night on November 3.

According to Guney, his 
group’s approach is to raise 
awareness, letting as many people 
know about the plans for the site 
as possible, through a website, 
flyers and tabling. Chatter about 

the design has been increasing on 
the online neighborhood forum 
NextDoor Potrero Hill, where 
one resident posted, “If you think 
we have traffic problems now 
wait until the proposed Kaiser 
is built.”

For project updates: kaiser-
permanentepotrero.com. For more 
information about Save Potrero: 
savelowerpotrerohill.com or con-
tact@savethehill.com.880 indiana.



15   THE POTRERO VIEWNovember 2012

hOMELESS cont. p.S16

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 
2

0
12

N E i G h B o r h o o d  N E w S  F r o m  S o m A  to  B Ay v i E w

Informal Auto 

Repair Shop Annoys 

Bayview Residents

Bayview residents living east 
of Third Street, near the Williams 
Street Muni stop, are concerned 
about what they allege is an il-
legal automotive repair business. 
According to these neighbors, on 
any given day numerous cars are 
parked outside a single family 
home located on Shafter Avenue, 
motor oil and radiator fluid are 
dumped into the street, and 
suspicious-looking people hang 
out nearby. “It’s lowering prop-
erty values,” said Syd Round, a 
Bayview resident and real estate 
broker. 

A resident who lives nearby, 
and who didn’t want to be identi-
fied, agreed with Round. “We are 
very disappointed. The illegal 
mechanic is creating vehicle traf-
fic, and cars are parked in the 
middle of the street, and we do 
not know if the people walking 
around are doing or dealing drugs 
or both. We got one of these chop 
shops closed a couple of years 
ago. Now they have opened an-
other one.” The resident pointed 
to pollution caused by leaking 
oil and abandoned automobile 
parts as problems. “Also, blight,” 
the resident said. “Our property 
values will go down if an illegal 
auto repair shop is allowed to op-
erate there.” Other residents have 
objected to excessive noise, and 
complained to the police and the 
fire departments of home carbon 
monoxide alarms being triggered 
by automobile exhaust. 

 “SFPD has been called to 
that address 12 times between 
June and October 2012, regarding 
suspicious persons/vehicles, that 
resulted in no cites,” said Officer 
Gordon Shyy, of the San Francisco 
Police Department’s media rela-
tions unit. Since the View initially 
contacted SFPD, the department 
has received two more regarding 
the alleged activity. According 

Project Homeless Connect 
(PHC), which was launched in 
2004 under Mayor Gavin Newsom, 
is best known for its bimonthly 
events held at the Bill Graham 
Civic Auditorium, at which home-
less individuals are offered ev-
erything from acupuncture to 
Department of Motor Vehicle ser-
vices under one roof. Since 2007, 
PHC has been hosting a similar, 
albeit smaller, annual event at 
the Southeast Health Clinic, on 
Keith Street. 

This past summer, PHC made 
some changes to its Bayview 
event. They geared it towards 
homeless families instead of 
individuals, moved the event 
to Bayview Opera House, and 
renamed it “Family Connect.” At 
the Opera House, 400 PHC vol-
unteers spent a day distributing 
groceries, conducting eye exams, 
and providing dental care to 750 
homeless attendees. 

This was PHC’s second Fam-
ily Connect. The first had been 
held in 2009 at Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium. Kara Zordel, PHC’s 
executive director, decided to 
bring it to Bayview because she 
saw a need. “In the last five years 

Homeless Connect Helps
Bayview Families, But May
Leave Out Individuals

AuTO ShOP cont. p.S18

By Liz MeLchor

The 563 Minna Home-
owners Association 
is leading an effort to 
convince the City to 
demolish Tutubi Plaza, 
which is located in the 
historic Tulip Alley in 

South-of-Market’s Little Manila section. The association claims 
that the plaza has become a significant nuisance, and wants 
it returned to its former use as an alleyway. Tutubi Plaza is 
adjacent to Tutubi Park, a children’s play area that’s associated 
with Minna Park Family Apartments, an affordable housing 
complex. Roughly a year and a half ago, the City created 
Tutubi Plaza to provide open space and greenery in an area 
with a shortage of such respites. It’s since become a magnet for 
intravenous drug users, urban campers, litter, gang graffiti, 
violence, rats, flies, and a dumping ground for mattresses and 
broken furniture. Residents generally avoid the plaza, believing 
it to be dangerous.

view Opera House’s director, 
was also impressed by the event. 
She’d previously volunteered at 
PHC’s Bill Graham events, and 
had recruited dental clinics to 
participate in Sunday Streets 
to offer fluoride treatments to 
kids. “They did an excellent job 
at organizing it. People weren’t 
waiting in line forever. There 
were a lot of volunteers and a 
great array of services,” she said 
of the gathering. 

“We are a collaborator. We 
are a connecting point between 
all these agencies. You don’t have 
to go one place for glasses, and 
another for dental,” said Zordel. 
Services are provided in an atmo-
sphere of fun, with complimentary 
food, music, and popsicles. “When 
people see something going on, 
they just come in,” said Ockel. 

But not everyone was im-
pressed. Gwendolyn Westbrook, 
chief executive officer of United 
Council of Human Services and 
Mother Brown’s Kitchen, which 
provides services to homeless in-
dividuals in Bayview throughout 
the year, said she didn’t attend, 
and neither did most of her cli-
ents. In previous years, her pa-
trons would get so excited for the 
annual PHC event they’d offer to 
volunteer, something Westbrook 
discouraged. “I said this is your 
day, getting your teeth pulled 
and having their feet checked,” 
she said. 

At this year’s Family Connect 
there were far fewer services 
available for homeless individu-
als. “What they had planned was 
a wonderful thing, but it excluded 
my clients. They took a good event 
and destroyed it for the single 
people of the Bayview,” she said. 
According to Zordel, even though 
it was a family event, singles were 
welcome, and made up 40 percent 
of those served. Westbrook, how-
ever, countered that because a lot 
of her clients are sex offenders 
and pedophiles, they couldn’t at-
tend Family Connect. “The people 
I work with have been thrown out 
by everybody but us. They are still 
human, though,” said Westbrook. 

at the Bayview events, sometimes 
families didn’t feel comfortable 
attending. We wanted to offer 
special services for families. 
Right now the shelter waitlist for 
families has skyrocketed,” said 
Zordel. At the event, Joe Ramos, a 
local documentary photographer, 
took family portraits. Children 
were given canvas bags filled with 
stuffed animals, snuggly blankets, 
and books from Project Night 
Night, a local charity that distrib-
utes packages to 25,000 homeless 
children a year. Twenty children 
enrolled in public schools.

Bayview Magic, which hosts 
an annual backpack giveaway, 
preregistered families to receive 
backpacks filled with school sup-
plies and uniforms, according to 
Lyslynn Lacoste, the nonprofit’s 
director. And PHC helped Bay-
view Magic secure more dona-
tions, enabling the organization to 
increase the number of backpacks 
it distributed, from 2,200 in 2011 
to more than 3,000 in 2012. “It was 
a great event and a great partner-
ship. It was the first year we were 
able to do it. I want to thank them 
for even having the foresight for 
calling,” said Lacoste.

Barbara Ockel, a Bayview 
resident since 1993 and the Bay-

By Keith BurBanK

Tutubi Plaza

unpleasantness at Tutubi. Photo by Lori higa.
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to Shyy, no citations have been 
issued because the activity wasn’t 
occurring when officers arrived 
or the police were unable to locate 
any suspicious activity or persons. 
Of the 14 calls, one caller later 
canceled his request for police 
assistance, Shyy said. 

On an October afternoon 
the View approached a group of 
people sitting at a table at the 
location where the alleged activity 
is said to be taking place, but no 
one would an-
swer any ques-
tions. It didn’t 
appear that any 
automobile re-
pair activities 
were being done 
at the time. 

Accord i ng 
to acting Bay-
v iew Stat ion 
Captain Robert 
O’Sullivan, in 
situations such 
as an auto repair 
business, SFPD 
will first tell 
the individuals 
involved in the 
alleged illegal 
act iv ity  that 
there have been complaints, and 
that they must “cease and desist” 
what they’re doing. If the activity 
continues, a code enforcement 
officer can cite them. Officer Sue 
Lavin-Mann, the Bayview Sta-
tion’s code enforcement officer, 
said that the police department 
can also ask other City agencies 
to inspect the property and issue 
citations for other code violations. 
[This] “is one of many properties 
in the area that have similar al-
leged activity. We have so many 
code enforcement cases at the 
moment that the more serious 
cases take priority. Our team is 
complaint driven, and presently 
we are working on the highest 
priority cases, so we will get to 
it...,” Lavin-Mann said. 

According to Round, the per-
son doing car repairs appears to 
have invested thousands of dollars 

in automobile repair equipment, 
including a hand-operated car 
lift and air compressors. “There 
were 11 vehicles at one time in 
front of the home,” Round said. 
“The cars were triple-parked, 
and a fire engine had to wait to 
pass until people moved some of 
the cars. Pedestrians find passing 
along the sidewalk difficult, and 
one individual in a wheelchair 
had to steer out into traffic.” 

Because of the complaints, 
the San Francisco Planning 
Department has “created a com-
plaint file for this site. We will 

be notifying the 
property owner 
by mail that a 
complaint has 
been filed against 
their property, 
and request that 
t h e y  c o n t a c t 
us,” said Joanna 
Linsangan, the 
Planning Depart-
ment’s communi-
cations manager. 
The California 
Bureau of Au-
tomotive Repair 
(BAR) is investi-
gating whether 
an un l icensed 
auto repair shop 
is operating in 

Bayview, said Russ Heimerich, of 
BAR’s Department of Consumer 
Affairs. 

Although residents report that 
the auto repair work continues, 
things have improved somewhat. 
“The car guy has abated some 
of his work,” Round said. “But 
he is still working. He is work-
ing at various hours, it appears, 
to avoid detection by the police 
and neighbors. And he may be 
loan sharking; doing repairs and 
allowing people to pay him later 
at high interest rates.” Despite 
this problem, Round said that 
Bayview is improving. “It’s turn-
ing around,” he said. “There is 
already a contingent of people 
concerned about their environ-
ment, such as entrepreneurs, at-
torneys, and engineers, and now 
new families are moving in.” 

New Café 
Enlivens Bayview
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Boudreaux’s Café, located at 
5030 Third Street, is challenging 
convention, and provoking a fu-
sion of commerce. Boudreaux’s 
is more than a café. It started 
off by selling coffee and light 
snacks; this month it will begin 
serving a variety of organic, 
fresh, high-quality meals. But in 
addition to caffeinated beverages, 
Boudreaux’s offers antiques, col-
lectibles, general merchandise, 
along with the public Wi-Fi and 

By LeeanDrea Morton computer access that’s increas-
ingly common at San Francisco 
eateries, but harder to find in 
Bayview. 

Last September, co-owners 
Tunisia Boudreaux and Bob 
Baum greeted more than one 
hundred Bayview residents who 
gathered to celebrate the Quesada 
Gardens Initiative – a project that 
works to strengthen the Bayview 
community through gardening 
projects, centered on Quesada 
near Third Street – and the café’s 
opening. Boudreaux and Baum 

Assembling the café’s front windows.

hOMELESS from p.S15 10. Of those, 75 were families. In 
District 6, home of the Tenderloin, 
420 families were counted, out 
of 2,600 homeless. However, the 
Homeless Count uses a strict defi-
nition of homelessness; perhaps 
too strict. “What is homelessness? 
Is homelessness somebody who 
is doubled up?” Zordel asked, 
pointing to people living three 
to four to a room. According to 
Zordel, gentrification is pushing 
families out of Bayview, and a 
still stagnant job market is simi-
larly impacting them. 

Zordel plans to have Family 
Connect in Bayview next year. 
“We weren’t even sure we were 
going to keep doing it, but it was 
so successful that we definitely 
want to make sure we are out 
there every year,” she said.

“I don’t know how to express the 
hurt that they were excluded.”

Westbrook said that while 
there are some homeless families 
in Bayview, the majority of that 
population is single. “They were 
bussing in families from the 
Tenderloin. It was good to have 
Family Connect. Still, the people 
in Bayview Hunters-Point were 
not served,” she said.

The 2011 San Francisco 
Homeless Count, which surveys 
shelters, transitional housing, 
and other facilities serving the 
homeless to estimate the City’s 
homeless population, counted 
2,100 homeless people in District 
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you look closely, you can see the 
layout of the old butcher shop.” 
During the first half of the 20th 
century, the building was a bus-
tling, Italian-owned butcher shop 
called Esposto’s Market. 

It was serendipity that led flea 
market antiquing partners Baum 
and Boudreaux to the storefront. 
Baum’s former business partner, 
Charlie Jadallah, co-owned the 
now Boudreaux’s Café building. 
Jadallah and his partner, Nelson 
Lau, had little luck attracting 
businesses to the space. Baum and 
Boudreaux saw an opportunity, 
seeking to capitalize on Bayview’s 
challenges. “The whole neighbor-
hood has been so tired of empty 
businesses, the same foods, and no 
internet access. If you’re too rich 
for food stamps but just barely 
paying your bills, where do you 

Complimentary ad courtesty of the View

are using a variety of methods to 
attract Bayview’s diverse popula-
tion into the cafe, such as showing 
the 2012 Presidential debates. 
Next year the cafe plans to add 
a fingerprinting service to its 
menu. Fingerprinting is neces-
sary for certification in numerous 
occupational fields. Boudreaux’s 
will be one of the few Live Scan 
service providers – which replaces 
the traditional method of ink and 
paper fingerprinting with tech-
nology that captures palm and 
fingerprints electronically – that’s 
open on Sundays. 

The café’s interior indicates 
that the space wasn’t always 
home to vintage clothing and 
collectibles. As described by 
Bayview resident Robert Davis, 
“It’s a very art-deco building 
with oyster-shell tile floors. If 

Community  members  gathered to watch the  October 3rd  Presidential  Debate. Photos by Tunisia bourdeaux.

There is now a Free 
College-Prep High School 

in the Bayview!
Come and meet our community of students, 

teachers, and administrators who make this small, 
college-preparatory, public high school a safe, 

inspiring, and supportive place to learn.

Visit us at our upcoming Information Sessions:

Thursday, November 8 
— 7:30p.m. —

Saturday, December 15, 11:00 
— 12:30pm —

For more information and to RSVP, 
please call us at 415-550-5920

 ENVISION SCHOOL

go?” Boudreaux asked.
Boudreaux graduated from 

the University of California, 
Berkeley, where she studied the 
political economy of industrial 
societies. She’s passionate about 
seeking justice for the under-
served. Boudreaux didn’t grow 
up wanting to own a combination 
café, thrift, and general store, but 
“This is what the world wanted 
me to do.”

“The love from the community 
has been the best part of this ex-
perience,” said Baum. According 
to Davis, “A lot of people think 
Bayview is dangerous and it is a 
ghetto, but what you’ll come to 
find out is that there is a lot of 
good and a lot of change happen-
ing here.”

In 2007, the Third Street light-
rail linked Bayview to downtown 

San Francisco. In 2010, Fresh & 
Easy opened on the southern side 
of the neighborhood, adding more 
grocery options to a community 
that had few. Next door to the su-
permarket, at 5800 Third Street, 
a $75 million dollar mixed-use 
complex, offering market-rate 
residencies was recently complet-
ed. Bayview’s public library is be-
ing renovated, and is scheduled to 
open this January. College Track, 
a program designed to help local 
youth reach their education goals, 
recently relocated to the corner of 
Third and Jerrold streets.

Boudreaux’s Café joins Flora 
Grubb Gardens, All Good Pizza, 
and other emerging enterprises 
as part of Bayview’s renewal. “I 
believe in effecting the change I 
want to see,” said Boudreaux.
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and for ALL  
of our November 

customers, mention 
this ad for chance to win 

$25.00 Gift Certificate 
to Just For You 

Cafe.

CMYK
Green (20, 2, 95, 0)
Red (0, 90, 95, 0)

patsgarage.com	 	
1090 26th St. at Indiana St.	415.647.4500	
in the Dogpatch Third Street Corridor off Hwy 280

Community	Enginuity	

           Honda. Acura. Subaru. 
       Toyota. Lexus. Scion. Hybrids.

     For First Time Potrero View Customers, we will:
• change oil and filter

• check brakes, brake lines and hoses
• rotate tires and inflate as needed
• refill wiper fluid
• adjust clutch
• inspect accessory belts for wear
• test 12-volt battery
• check transmission fluid
• inspect cooling system
• check axle boots

• check exhaust system
• check rear shocks and front struts

• inspect oil pan gasket
• road test for general handling, steering, engine power, 

 transmission performance and clutch operation

Gobble	this	Up!

value $132. standard oil now $60.
  $162. synthetic oil now $90.

business owners and the City to 
solve neighborhood problems. 
Lavin-Mann has helped arrest 
people for stealing copper and 
other metals from vacant build-
ings, and is involved in efforts to 
improve Bayview parks. “Com-
munity policing seems to become 
more and more important each 
year,” Lavin-Mann said. 

“She’s a great help; phenom-
enal.” said Olia Jegik, owner 
of Skool restaurant, which is 
located on the corner of Alameda 
and De Haro streets. When three 
to four cars were being broken 
into every night outside Skool, 
Jegik called Lavin-Mann for 
help. “She did not leave us alone 
when customer’s cars outside our 
restaurant were being broken 
into. I was afraid we would lose 
all those customers. She’s just a 
woman of her word.” 

“The community pol ice 
phone the department gave me 
is the best thing that could have 
ever happened,” Lavin-Mann 
said. “People can call me with 
a concern or problem, and if I 
don’t have the solution, I know 
who does.” Lavin-Mann serves 
as a single point of contact for 
community members who need 
assistance from the police, or 
referrals to municipal services 
related to policing. Lavin-Mann 
is quick to put homeless indi-
viduals who want help in touch 
with city programs. “Plus, crime 
is related to homelessness,” 
Lavin-Mann said.

“She’s extremely responsive 

LAvin-MAnn from front page to the needs of our merchants,” 
said Keith Goldstein, president of 
the Potrero Dogpatch Merchant’s 
Association. According to Gold-
stein, Lavin-Mann’s work with 
Skool exemplifies her approach 
to neighborhood merchants. 
“She’s an expert on what she 
handles for the SFPD. She knows 
our neighborhood really well.” 
Goldstein also said Lavin-Mann 
is adept at handling problems 
with overnight camping, which 
can result in pollution, garbage, 
and vandalism. 

Lavin-Mann has become ex-
pert at dealing with metal theft, 
which occurs when thieves break 
into vacant properties and strip 
the buildings’ copper pipe and 
electrical wire, which they sell to 
a recycling facility or junk dealer. 
“Also, thieves steal wiring from 
street lights, which sometimes 
causes whole city blocks to lose 
power,” Lavin-Mann said. “The 
whole parking lot at Carol Street 
lost power.” Lavin-Mann once 
found a thief stripping the wire 
out of a Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company meter. 

“The junk dealers in the area 
have been in on this,” Lavin-
Mann said. “Two dealers are now 
working with us, but two do not 
do due diligence when they buy 
the wire and metal. And we have 
met with them and asked them 
to do so…I’m an instructor in 
metal and copper theft. We have 
taken the training nationwide. 
I teach at any law enforcement 
agency. Recently, I taught a class 
on Treasure Island. We…were…
in Washington State in October. 
This is a huge problem, so we 
have created a web site that other 
law enforcement agencies can 
access for information.” 

Lavin-Mann invests some of 
her time in activities that aren’t 
directly related to crime. “I am 
involved in things like turning 
an area into a park,” she said. 
“For example, we are working 
on the parks around Islais Creek. 
Hopefully in the future we will 
have a path the goes around the 
creek, from the park on one side, 
to the park on the other side.” 
Lavin-Mann enjoys her job, and 
takes pride in getting things 
done. “That’s the most important 
thing,” she said.

Lavin-Mann. Photos by Don Nolte
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History: 
13th Annual Potrero 
Hill History Night

Philip Andrade (Goat Hill Phil) 
hosts a program featuring San 
Francisco Chronicle  columnist 
Carl Nolte, who grew up on the 
hill. The evening will include an 
interview with biologist Christo-
pher Richard, who will talk about 
Lake Dolores and Mission Creek.” 
Find out if a freshwater lake 
by Mission Dolores once flowed 
past Potrero Hill into Mission 
Bay. Barbeque at 5:30 p.m. Cost: 
$6. Program: Free. 7 to 9 p.m. 
International Studies Academy, 
655 De Haro Street. Information: 
863.0784.

Green: Quesada Gardens 
Celebration
Come join us for the 10th Anniver-
sary Celebration of the Quesada 
Gardens Initiative, an organiza-
tion devoted to connecting people 
and groups to one another in ways 
that create structural and sustain-
able change. Featuring Bayview’s 
own Speakeasy beer, Evergood 
sausages, All Good Pizza, and live 
music with Voxel. $20. 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. All Good Pizza, 1605 Jerrold 
Avenue. Information: http://www.
allgoodpizza.com/ and http://
www.quesadagardens.org/.

November 3+4 Art: 
Hunter’s Point Open Studios
The 21st annual event allows 
art lovers and collectors to visit 
about 180 artists who work with 
painting, sculpture, jewelry, 
photography, metal work, ceram-
ics, textiles and more. Scattered 
through eight buildings at two 
sites, the 28-year-old art colony 
offers a moveable feast for visitors 
hungry for original work that 
“takes hold of our spirit.” It’s 
an exceptional opportunity to 
purchase art directly from the 
artists, often at reduced prices. 
More importantly visitors gain 
insights by meeting the artists, 
often forging long-term artist/
collector relationships. Free ad-
mission along with free, abundant 
and secure parking. 11 a.m to 6 
p.m. Hunter’s Point Shipyard, 
Galvez and Horne Avenues. Info: 
shipyardartists@gmail.com. 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!

Film: Speaking in 
Tongues
Watch the award-winning 

film about immersion education 
in San Francisco, with a lecture 
following the film by Juan Flores, 

PhD. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free. Reser-
vations: teca-sf.org/speaking-in-
tongues/. TECA Auditorium, 3531 
22nd Street. Parking is available 
starting 5:15 p.m., entrance on 
Mersey Alley, off 23rd Street be-
tween Dolores and Chattanooga. 
Information: www.teca-sf.org

November 8–11 Music: 
13th Annual San Francisco 
World Music Festival
From Beijing’s legendary Mei 
Lanfang to Baku’s celebrated 
Bulbul, The San Francisco World 
Music Festival offers innovative 
programming with The Op-
era Project: Voices From The 
Other Side, a global opera that 
integrates live-streaming and live 
performances of distinguished 
masters of Azerbaijani Mugham 
Opera, Chinese Beijing Opera, 
Korena P’ansori Opera, Tibetan 
Opera and more. The Festival 
officially kicks off with a special 
film screening of Intangible Asset 
No. 82 by Australian filmmaker 
Emma Franz, which documents 
Australian drummer Simon 
Barker’s seven years search for 
the enigmatic Korean Shaman 
Kim-Seok-Chul. For tickets and 
schedule: 292-1233. Jewish Com-
munity Center of San Francisco, 
3200 California Street. Informa-
tion: www.doordog.org/festival.

Film: Silent Movie 
Night
The program includes 

home movies from the 1930s, the 
1927 silent classic directed by F.W. 
Murnau, Sunrise, also known as 
“the Citizen Kane of American 
silent films,” and much more. 
Friday at 8 p.m. Saturday 1 and 8 
p.m. Tickets: $5. Potrero Theater, 
312 Connecticut. Information: 
863.0784

Green: Green Festival 
The weekend-
long festival 

will include influ-
ential speakers like 
John Robbins, Annie 
Leonard and Win-
ona LaDuke, house 
an incredible yoga 
and movement pa-
vilion featuring the 
Bay Area’s favorite 
teachers, offer visi-
tors sustainable home 
products, with bi-

lingual programming on eight 
stages. At the center of it all is a 
marketplace full of natural, eco-
friendly products and food, an 
organic beer and wine pavilion, 
as well as a dedicated kid’s area 
for learning about easy and fun 
ways to go green at a young age. 
Admission $10. Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m, Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
San Francisco Concourse Exhibi-
tion Center: 635 Eighth Street. 
Information: greenfestivals.org

Cooking: Turkey 101— 
Cooking and Carving 
Techniques

Just in the nick of time, Bi-Rite 
butcher and all around 18 Reasons 
extraordinaire John Lee presents 
a class on prepping your turkey 
for the big day. In this class Lee 
will discuss: proper cooking tech-
niques; to brine or not to brine; 
bird selection; and  demonstrate 
proper carving techniques. Tick-
ets: $25. 7 to 9 p.m. 18 Reasons, 
3674 – 18th Street. Information: 
18reasons.org

November 13+27 
School Tour: Daniel Webster 
Elementary School
Take a look at this little gem of 
a school right in Potrero Hill. 
Get a comprehensive overview 
of the school from current par-
ents, meet the principal, tour the 
campus and view classes in ses-
sion. Daniel Webster Elementary 
offers both Spanish Immersion 
and English General Education, 
Kindergarten to fifth grde. Ar-
rive on the school playground at 
8:40 a.m. to see how school starts 
the day in a morning circle. Tour 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Daniel Webster 
Elementary School, 465 Missouri 
Street, Library, Room 8. Informa-
tion: danielwebster-sf.com

Book Release:  
Snail Mail My Email 
w/author Ivan Cash

Join artist Ivan Cash as he cele-
brates the release of his new book 
Snail Mail My Email, a collection 
of the most memorable and heart-
felt letters from the Snail Mail 
My Email project, a worldwide 
collaborative art event started 
by Cash, where volunteers hand-
write and artistically interpret 
strangers’ emails and send these 
physical letters to the intended 
recipients across the world, free 
of charge. The month-long project 
exploded into a worldwide event 
when thousands of letter requests 
poured in, forcing Cash to enlist 
an international army of volun-
teers who helped create more 
than 10,000 letters sent to over 70 
countries on all seven continents. 
Cash is a San Francisco artist who 
creates socially engaged, new me-
dia projects, with a background 
in advertising and design Free. 
7 to 9 p.m. Dog Eared Books, 900 
Valencia St. Information: http://
IvanCash.com/.

Music: 
Billy Van at the Great 
American Music Hall

Dubstep-electro producer Billy 
Van, known for his remixes of Top 
40 pop hits, recently debuted the 
video for his latest single “Can’t 
Explain” on YouTube. Van brings 
a new edge to dubstep — a genre 
of electronic dance music that 
originated in South London, 
England  — with his classic up-
beat style and distinct wobble 
bass. Billy was a featured artist 
on   http://www.bittorrent.com/, 
and is the most-shared artist in 
Brazil, India, Greece, and  Ro-
mania. 8 p.m. Door. Tickets: $18. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 
O’Farrell Street. Information: 
slimspresents.com

November 24+25 Art: 
Celebration of Crafts
women w/ Hill Resident, 
Terry Owwing

In its 34th year, the Celebra-
tion of Craftswomen — the only 
exclusively female craft show in 
the country — is the jewel of San 
Francisco’s alternative holiday 
shopping season. Featuring more 
than 150 artists, from near and 

c o m m u n i t y  c a l e n da r

9+10
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Free Pick-up & Delivery  
9 am to 9 pm call or text 415.826.0422 

drycleaning • laundry • wash & fold • alteration 

atm & credit cards accePted

   1503–20th Street / hourS m–f 7:15–7,  Sat 8–6

Billy’s  
Cleaners
Same day Service

1501 mariposa, no. 308, at arkansas
(across  f rom jackson park)

yogas i tas f .com  |  415-864-SITA

today’s a great day
to do yoga

p o t r e r o  h i l l 

WHAt DO yOu LikE BESt 
ABOut pOtRERO HiLL? 

Mary Petrin

i like the sense of community 

and the sweet small businesses.

Joshua Brott

i like the psychic space, the 

clarity, the good food and the 

family vibes.

Craig Peters

i like the weather, the friendly 

people, the sense of communi-

ty, the walkability. For instance 

my children are able to walk to 

and from school. And i like the 

many excellent restaurants.

Barry Zito

i like the exciting small shops, 

low key attitudes and buying 

flowers at Bell & trunk for my 

wife, who has been incred-

ibly supportive throughout the 

season.

PhOTOgrAPh by EMiLy PAyNE

far, this community-driven cel-
ebration offers the latest trends in 
handcrafts, as well as the classics. 
Visitors can peruse and purchase 
a vast array of clothing, furniture 
and accessories, jewelry, bags and 
purses, bath and beauty items, 
housewares, ceramics and pottery, 
paper goods, glass, and art; all un-
der one roof, and all made in the 
USA. Tickets: $9 for adults, $7 for 
seniors, free for children. Herbst 
Pavilion at Fort Mason Center 
Information: 650.615.6838; email: 

craftswomen@gmail.com or visit 
http://www.celebrationofcrafts-
women.org/.

November 24 through 
December 9 Theater: Slugs 
and Kicks
Theatre Rhinoceros presents, 
Slugs and Kicks, a backstage 
comedy about a young gay actor 
whose best friends are a lovely 
actress, a vicious queen, and a 
hopeless romantic. Written and 
directed by John Fisher. Tickets: 
$18. Thick House, 1695 18th 
Street. Information: 552.4100 or 
info@therhino.org.

Well Just Look At That, by Terry Ow-Wing

PhotoS By Don noLte

Asked along 18th Street the week of october 21.

CALEnDAR from p.19
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The Realtor on the Hill, For People on the Hill.
Potrero Hill is a great place to call home. I know because over the 
past decade, I’ve helped dozens of clients find their perfect spot on 
the Hill. I found mine and have lived here for 18 years. When you’re 
considering your next move, let me earn your business.

What do Potrero Hill’s Victorian, 
mid-century modern, and contemporary 
homes all have in common?

Low inventory equals high demand!

Some things never change! It’s a universal truth 
in real estate that less homes on the market 
add up to higher sales prices and less days on 
market. Potrero Hill is a hotbed of activity for 
tech-industry buyers, offering easy access to 
Mission Bay, SOMA and the Peninsula. If you’ve 
been waiting to sell or wanting to buy here, 
give me a call and let’s get started today.

Wes Freas
REALTOR®, Top Producer, 

Potrero Hill Resident
415.674.6553 t
415.518.6538 c

wesfreas@zephyrsf.com

December, 1959, “contrasting homes of ‘hill dwellers’ on Arkansas St., gabled Victorian model and new one-story job.”
S. F. News-Call Bulletin photo by Sid Tate. Courtesy SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY CENTER, SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY.

By MAuRi SChWARTz

You hear “Mah Jongg,” and 
what do you think about? Some-
body’s mother? Or grandmother? 
Maybe a scene from Joy Luck 
Club? One thing you’re probably 
not thinking, “Yeah, that’s what 
I’m doing Tuesday night.”

Sara Levy Linden is out to 
change that. She wants to see 
young San Franciscans get their 
“Mahj” on. Starting from her 
Potrero Hill home – Levy Linden 
recently moved to Noe Valley 
– she’s spent the last two years 
teaching how the game is played. 
Maybe it’s fitting that Mah Jongg 
should make its way to a new gen-
eration in San Francisco; it was 
here – and New York – where the 
game was first introduced from 
China in 1920. 

Mah Jongg is like rummy, 
played with pieces called “tiles” 
instead of cards. Levy Linden 
teaches American Mah Jongg, 
which is tweaked just a bit from 
the Chinese original. American 
tiles have numbers on them as 
well as Chinese characters, and 
the American game adds a set of 
“joker” tiles, much like the jokers 
in a deck of cards.

When a class of beginners 
first sits down to play, there’s a 
lot to take in: 152 tiles spread 
before them. Three suits, “bams,” 
“craks” and “dots,” with tiles 
numbered from one to nine, and 
four of each number. And three 

Former Hill Resident 
Teaches Ancient Game 

of Mah Jongg

sets of non-suit tiles: “winds,” 
“flowers,” and “jokers.”

But with some simple tips from 
Levy Linden, “if it’s a picture and 
it’s not a bird, it’s a flower,” and 
the occasional, “Oh, I thought 
that was a dragon…” from the 
students, it isn’t long before the 
group is diving into the tiles, 
pulling out just what’s needed for 
three sets of three-of-a-kind, or 
consecutive runs of numbers.

If you wonder how a girl from 
Scottsdale, Arizona got hooked 
on a grandmotherly game, the 
answer is: mom. The two of them 

By nicK DeLuca

learned together when Levy Lin-
den was a teenager. According to 
Levy Linden, it’s not unusual for 
today’s Mah Jongg beginners to 
have a family connection to the 
game, often having watched it 
played when they were kids. 

It wasn’t a straight path 
from teenage beginner to thirty-
something maven. Levy Linden 
detoured into the biomedical 
business for a number of years, 
made her way to San Francisco, 
and then, two years ago, began 
her new profession: teaching the 
ancient game to young players. 

To learn how to play well takes 
time. But to just play and enjoy 
it, Levy Linden said four lessons 
are enough to get a novice up and 
clacking the tiles. The length of a 
game, if you’re playing socially, 
can run an hour. Of course, you 
can play faster, especially if you 
forgo the conversation, the wine, 
and the snacks. Levy Linden said 
her personal best is 10 minutes, 
but half the point of the game, she 
said, is the conversation…and the 
wine and the snacks. 

Even though the game is old, 
there’s always something new. 
The National Mah Jongg League 
oversees the game from its other 
U.S. home, New York. Every 
spring, the League issues a new 
list of combinations that make 
winning “hands.” So, as the Bard 
said, there’s no danger that cus-
tom will stale its infinite variety. 
You won’t be bored.

If you’re ready to Mahj up, 
you can start from scratch with 
“Beginning American Mahj,” the 
first three Tuesdays in December. 
If you already know your bams 
from your dots, you can take a 
crak at “Continuing Mahj,” this 
month on Fridays. And on Sun-
day, December 9th, there’ll be 
an afternoon of “Open Mahj” for 
all comers at the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum.

You can find the details on 
Facebook at Mahj Club, or con-
tact Sara Levy Linden at sara@
mahjclub.com.
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Starr King Elementary School 
Soccer Team Steps it up

Storm, Starr King Elemen-
tary School’s fifth grade girls’ 
soccer team, has had a scorching 
season in the San Francisco Vi-
kings soccer league, winning five 
straight games before suffering a 
loss to Ravens Gray. Storm is in 
second place among 16 teams go-
ing into the play-offs. “Although 
the girls are in second place after 
the loss…the girls are waiting 
for a rematch in the playoffs in 
November,” the team’s coach and 
Potrero Hill resident Terence 
Jones said. Storm’s first loss was 
to a team that easily outplays 
other teams, said Jones, and the 
girls gave them “a much better 
battle than any other team,” with 
a final score of three to two.

Storm practices at the Potrero 
Hill Recreation Center, not far 
from Starr King. Jones has been 
visualizing a playoff win every 
time the teams run up the hill 
from the school to the practice 
field. “One of the key factors in 
the success of the team is the 
girls all work together as a team,” 
Jones said. “The offense finds the 
weakness and exploits it. They 
have scored 20 goals so far this 
season. The defense is selfless, 
and has only allowed seven goals 
in seven games.” Team members 
are from a variety of ancestries, 
including Chinese, European, 
African, and South American, 
with some kids a combination 
of races. “It is a veritable UN of 
soccer players,” Jones said. That 
“makes it kind of cool.” 

While the girls have differ-
ent demographic and economic 
backgrounds, Jones said they’re 
united by playing soccer for their 
school. But the most important 
ingredient in their success is the 
length of time they’ve been play-
ing together. “This is their sixth 
season,” Jones said. “We’ve been 
able to hold together our team.” 
According to Jones, players who 
excel often leave a team to play 
with others with the same skill 

By Keith BurBanK level. But Storm’s players have 
stayed together, even though some 
of the girls could have joined 
other teams. 

There are two soccer seasons 
during the school year. In the 
fall, the team plays in the Vikings 
league. In the spring, the league is 
sponsored by the Police Athletic 
League.

According to Jones, soccer 
has created a bridge among kids 
from different backgrounds, 
teaching them to work together. 
When Storm first formed among 
second graders, there was an 
altercation between English- and 
Spanish-speaking kids. Today, 
these groups play soccer together 
as “best buddies,” Jones said. 
Team members include Maxine 
Asmussen, Audrey Chu, Andrea 
Galo, Cierah Garcia, Ja Misha 
Jackson, Mackenzie Jones, Tiair-
rah Jones, Helen Lude, Brianna 
Rodriguez, Elena Rodriguez, 
Skylar Tan, Daisy Wanger, and 
Julianne Wertz. 

Wanger is the team’s leading 
scorer, with 13 goals in seven 
games. In soccer a player scoring 
three goals in a game is said to 
have achieved a “hat trick.” But 
Storm needed to create a term 
for scoring four goals in a match 
after Wanger accomplished that 
in game four of the season, calling 
it a “daisy.” “She has not missed 
a game or missed scoring in any 
game this season,” Jones said. 
“The most impressive [fact] is her 
smallish physical stature and her 
gigantic will to fight to win the 
ball against much larger girls.” 
Other team leaders include Mack-
enzie Jones, the coach’s daughter, 
with four goals this season; Wertz 
and Elena Rodriguez each have 
three goals. Briana Rodriguez 
scored a goal in the team’s most 
recent win. Jones pointed to 
Jones, Asmussen, Chu, Brianna 
Rodriguez, Jackson and Tan as 
Storm’s best defensive players. 

Krysta Jenkins, a former 
collegiate soccer player at the 
University of Hawaii, is helping 

Storm! Photo by Teresa Wong-Jones.

Jones, co-coaches Marcelo Ro-
driguez and Chris Wanger, and 
manager Lani Way with the team. 
Jenkins plays professional soccer 
for the California Storm in the 
Women’s Premier Soccer League. 
When asked what impressed her 
most about the team, Jenkins 
said, “Their dedication. They just 
seem to want it. And they give me 
their undivided attention.” Ac-
cording to Jones, Jenkins has the 
team “incredibly excited about” 
soccer. 

Three years ago, 20 kids from 
Starr King Elementary were play-
ing soccer. Today, the school has 

more than 10 teams, with roughly 
half of the 300 students involved 
in the sport. Jones said that while 
it can be difficult to raise children 
in a city, soccer helps create a kid-
friendly environment. The team 
has a song that the week’s team 
captains call out, with the rest of 
the team repeating during train-
ing: “Starr King Storm...that’s 
our team. We play fair...nice and 
clean. We work hard....and we’re 
not Mean...but we’re gonna beat 
your team!” 

“We’re pretty happy with the 
way it’s worked,” Jones said. 

 
Q: you’ve often stressed that a thank you letter should be written 
after an interview. i agree, but am not sure what to say. 

A: Sending a thank you note shows thoughtfulness, respect, and 
courtesy. It helps the person remember you better. You should 
send it as soon as possible after your interview, and do so by 
email. Sending an email is the fastest way to get your message 
to the intended recipients. If you interviewed with more than 
one person, write each a separate message. Ask for business 
cards from every person who interviewed you to ensure that 
you have their full contact information. Don’t send one message 
addressed to all.

By using the 4R format, you’ll be able to show your apprecia-
tion for the opportunity to interview, indicate your enthusiasm, 
and reemphasize your qualifications. 

Remember: Help the interviewer remember you. 
Thank you for the opportunity to meet with you today to 

discuss your marketing manager position. I enjoyed our conversa-
tion, and feel that I’m a strong candidate for this role. 

Reinforce: Review your assessment of the interview and re-
state aspects of your skills, achievements and background which 
aroused positive interest. 

I was intrigued by the description of your challenges inte-
grating social media into your overall marketing plan. As we 
discussed, this is an area in which I excel, as illustrated by my 
success in initiating this effort at my current company. Our 15 
percent increase in sales last year is directly attributed to the 
new audience we’ve addressed.

Recoup: This is an opportunity to improve on an answer to 
a question in the interview, or to add something you forgot to 
say; to recoup your losses. 

While we didn’t get a chance to discuss this, I wanted you to 
know that throughout my career I’ve been an early adopter of 
technology, consistently putting the latest innovations to use to 
solve business challenges.

Remind: Gently remind the interviewer of a commitment s/
he made to you.

[hiring manager’s name], I’m very interested in pursuing this 
role at [name of company], and look forward to hearing from you 
early next week regarding next steps.

Get a job

The View asked Hill resident and 
career expert Mauri Schwartz to 
answer questions from job seekers. 
Submit your questions to 
editor@potreroview.net

By Mauri Schwartz

THe View iS lOOKinG FOR VOlUnTeeR 
cOPy eDiTORS AnD FReelAnce WRiTeRS

email: editor@potreroview.net
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The uS Navy visited Pier 80, located at the terminus of Cesar Chavez and illinois 
Streets, during last month’s Fleet Week. Visitors were welcomed aboard a guided 
missle destroyer, uS Coast guard vessel, high-endurance cutter, destroyer, coastal 
defense ships and three Canadian Naval ships.

PhotoS By Don noLte

OCtOBER 3–8, 2012 – FLEEt WEEk ViSitiNG SHipS
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POTRERO HIll FESTIVAl 2012
PhotoS By ari ichinaga



25   THE POTRERO VIEWNovember 2012

festi
val

food

and all that plagues the nation’s poor  
neighborhoods. HUD’s Choice Neighborhoods 
Initiative represents the next generation  
in a movement toward revitalizing entire  
neighborhoods to improve the lives of the 
residents who live there.” 
Development of the South Potrero Commu-
nity Transformation Plan will occur over  
the next two years and will be led  
by BRIDGE, KDG Enterprises and a  
Community Advisory Board. There will be 
many opportunities for Potrero residents,  
community members and stakeholders to be 
involved. Please stay tuned for additional  
information and meetings. 
Congratulations Potrero!

For more information, call 415-806-1429 or email potrero@bridgehousing.com 
See more at www.rebuildpotrero.com

Rebuild Potrero applied for this grant earlier 
this year in collaboration with the Commu-
nity Building Group, Potrero Terrace and 
Annex residents, the San Francisco Housing 
Authority, and the Mayor’s Office of Housing. 
This highly competitive grant will enable  
us to create a cohesive South Potrero  
Community Transformation Plan, focusing 
specifically on education, health, safety, 
employment and family service outcomes, 
not only for Potrero Terrace and Annex  
residents, but also for the community at 
large. We spent several years creating a 
master plan for transforming the physical 
environment. Now, the CNI grant will allow 
us to focus on creating a similar plan for the 
social environment. 
As Shaun Donovan, the Secretary of HUD, 
announced:  “While many of these grantees 
have already collaborated to get to this 
stage, this funding enables them to take 
their initial discussions further to plan out 
strategies to build stronger, more sustainable 
communities that will address distressed 
housing, failing schools, rampant crime, 

Join us for Garden Days: work/harvest 
every  Wed. 10-12.  Info., call 415-806-1429

 A MONTHLY UPDATE  
SPONSORED BY BRIDGE HOUSING

 VOLUME 26 • NOVEMBER 2012

BRIDGE is pleased to announce that the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has awarded 
a $300,000 Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) planning 
grant to support Rebuild Potrero. The grant is one of 17 
awarded nationally and one of only two in California!

Weekly Zumba Class: Ready to move your body 
and get your heart pumping to high energy  
music?  Free Zumba classes are now being held 
at the NABE every Monday from 6:00-7:00 pm.

I want to make sure he learns 
a second language.

Find the perfect school for your little one with our searchable database of 
200+ schools. Search by language program, specialty, proximity and more.

zephyrsf.com

C A S T R O      N O E  V A L L E Y      P A C I F I C  H E I G H T S      P O T R E R O  H I L L      U P P E R  M A R K E T      W E S T  P O R TA L

PhotoS By ari ichinaga
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• Living and working on Potrero for over 12 years
• $70 Million in sales on Potrero Hill

• Executive Board Member of The Potrero Dogpatch Merchants Association
•

72 Sales on the Hill
in 7 Years

The next one could be yours.

Christine Doud
REALTOR® 

415.426.3223
christinedoud@zephyrsf.com

festi
val

dining

aLL PhotoS By Don noLte
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tHE ANiMALS ARE WELCOMED BACk tO GOAt HiLL
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Bayview Police Station Captain’s Community Meeting is held on the first 
Tuesday of each month at the Bayview Station, 201 Williams 
Avenue. Next meeting: November 6th, 6 p.m.

Dogpatch neighborhood Association usually meets the second Tuesday 
of each odd-numbered month. Next meeting: November 13th. 
Voting membership is open to anyone living in or owning 
property or a business in Dogpatch. For more information or 
to join/pay online: mydogpatch.org

McKinley Square Community Group is a communication and discus-
sion group regarding events and activities, clean up days, 
improvement and beautification, and other concerns, such as 
crime in the neighborhood. MSCA board meets approximately 
quarterly on the second Wednesday of the month. Look to the 
online discussion group for postings of upcoming meetings. 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/McKinleySquareCommunity. 
Locations vary between the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House 
and Downtown High School. For updates, including sustainable 
gardening and park workdays, and our grant progress, check 
out the MSCA blog at: mckinleysquareblog.blogspot.com.
 
Potrero Boosters neighborhood Association meets the last Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. (social time begins at 6:45 p.m.) in the 
wheelchair-accessible Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 
De Haro Street. For more information: www.potreroboosters.
org or email president@potreroboosters.org. Next meeting: 
November 27th, 7 p.m.

Potrero Dogpatch Merchant’s Association meets the second Tuesday of 
each month at 10 a.m. at Goat Hill Pizza, corner of Connecticut 
and 18th streets. Visit www.potrerohill.biz or call 341.8949. 
Next meeting: November 13th, 10 a.m.

Potrero hill Democratic Club meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro 
Street. For more information: 648.6740, www.PHDemClub.org. 
Next meeting: November 6th, 7 p.m.

Potrero hill Garden Club usually meets the last Sunday of the month 
at 11 a.m. for a potluck lunch in a local home or garden. Dis-
cussions are held on organic, edible, or ornamental gardening 
appropriate for Potrero Hill’s microclimate. Call 648.1926 for 
details. 

Starr King Open Space SKOS The Starr King Open Space Board 
Meeting is on Tuesday, October 9th, 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the meeting 
room of the Public Potrero branch Library at 1616 20th Street 
SF CA 94107..SKOS needs a tax preparation know anyone? Come 
volunteer the 2nd Saturday of each month neighbors and friends 
are welcome to get down and dirty while sprucing up the open 
space. For more information: www.starrkingopenspace.org; 
email the Board of Directors at starrkingboard@gmail.com; 
voice mail 415-633-6756.

2 Connecticut Street (between 16th & 17th)
415-621-5055 / www.concentra.com

Monday through Friday, 7 am to 7 pm
Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm

Nearby Downtown Location: 26 California Street 415-781-7077

**Most insurance accepted or use our reasonable self pay service.**

Urgent Care Center with complete services  
for nonlife-threatening illness or injury.

Urgent Care  
here in Potrero Hill

CiTy AnD COunTy 
OF SAn FRAnCiSCO 
nOvEMBER 2012 MOnThLy

Department of the Environment

D o n ’ t   F o r g e t   t o 

B r i n g   y o u r   O w n   B a g !

San Francisco’s expanded checkout bag or-
dinance is in effect and all retailers are now 
required to charge $.10 for each checkout 
bag they give out. Single-use plastic bags 
are no longer permitted. Save some money 
by bringing your own bag when you shop.
To find out more about the ordinance and 
how to get a FREE reusable bag, please 
visit SFEnvironment.org/checkoutbag

Airport Commission 
The Airport Commission has commenced 
two Request for Proposal (RFP) pro-
cesses. The first RFP is for the Airport 
Security Checkpoint Mail Service Lease. 
The proposed minimum financial offer is 
$5,000 with a term of three years with two 
one-year options, at Airport’s sole discre-
tion. Annual Rent shall be the higher of 
the Minimum Annual Guarantee or 10% 
of gross revenues. The proposal due date is 
January 9, 2013.

The Informational Conference is on October 
30, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at San Francisco 
International Airport, SFO Business Center, 
575 N. McDonnell Road, 2nd Floor, Ac-
counting Conference Room. For additional 
information call Ron Gonzales at Airport’s 
Revenue Development and Management 
Dept., (650) 821-4500.

The second RFP process is for the Cellular 
Phone Rental Kiosk Lease. The proposed 
minimum financial offer is $60,000 with a 
term of seven years. Annual Rent shall be 
the higher of the Minimum Annual Guaran-
tee or 12% of gross revenues. The proposal 
due date is January 17, 2013.

The Informational Conference is on Novem-
ber 08, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at San Francisco 
International Airport, SFO Business Center, 
575 N. McDonnell Road, 2nd Floor, Ac-
counting Conference Room. For additional 
information call Sam El Gord at Airport’s 
Revenue Development and Management 
Dept., (650) 821-4500.

Please see http://www.flysfo.com/web/page/
about/b2b/conces/ for additional informa-
tion on both RFP’s.

Alert SF
Alert SF is a free system that allows users 
to sign up to receive text and/or email alerts 
from the Department of Emergency Manage-
ment (DEM) during an emergency in San 
Francisco. Topics include: major traffic dis-
ruptions, watches and warnings for tsunamis 
and flooding, post-disaster information, and 
other alerts. To sign up, go to: https://www.
alertsf.org/.

2012 BOARD of SUPeRViSORS 
Regularly Scheduled Board Meetings

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – Come see your 
San Francisco government in action.
Tuesdays, 2:00pm, 
City Hall Chamber, Room 250.

November 6, 20
December 4, 11

iNFOrMATiON AbOuT bOArD of SuPErViSOrS COMMiTTEES 

All meetings are held at City Hall in 

the Chamber (Room 250) or Room 263.

Please check the website for further details, 

including agendas and minutes:

http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=193

The City and County of San Francisco encourage public out-

reach. Articles are translated into several languages to provide 

better public access. The newspaper makes every 

effort to translate the articles of general interest correctly. 

No liability is assumed by the City and County of San 

Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions.
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PhotograPh courteSy oF aLeXa BuSh 

POTRERO BRANCH   1616 20th STREET   355.2822
Tuesday  10 am - 8 pm,  Wednesday  12 noon - 8 pm

Thursday  10 am - 6 pm, Friday  1 pm - 6 pm
Saturday and Sunday  1 pm - 6 pm

Monday CLOSED

By Lynne BarneS
Potrero Branch LiBrarian

The San Francisco Public Library will be closed Monday, Novem-
ber 12, in observance of Veterans Day and Thursday and Friday, 
November 22 and 23, for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Programs for Adults 
2 of a Kind: couples creating Art. Man Ray and Lee Miller are part 
of a great tradition of couples who share a passion in life and for 
their work, often sharing inspirations and even specific works of 
art. The Fine Arts Museums’ Docent Council will look at eight dif-
ferent artist-couples, their lives, and their art together and apart. 
November 3, 4 to 5 p.m.

Poets 11. Now in its fourth year, Poets 11 is a citywide poetry con-
test and reading series that collects poems from every neighborhood 
in San Francisco and features poetry readings at branch libraries 
in each of the city’s 11 districts. Poets from District 10 will read on 
November 13, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Morningstar: Online investment Tool. Learn how to research stocks 
and mutual funds online, use Morningstar stock screeners, and ac-
cess key information analyst reports, financial statements, SEC fil-
ings, charts, and ratings. Instructor: Richard Le. November 18, 3 to 
4:30 p.m.

Genealogy Research. Learn how to conduct genealogy searches and 
find people using U.S. census data, vital records, directories, photos, 
and genealogical records. Learn to access and use the Library’s An-
cestry and Heritage Quest Genealogy Search. For students, amateur 
genealogists, and novice researchers. November 25, 3 to 4:30 p.m.

eBook and eAudiobook Help Sessions. Bring your Kindle, Nook, 
iPad, or other eReader device and learn how to download books 
and other materials for free from the Library website. For adults, 
18+. November 7, 21, 28, at 6:30 p.m.

Programs for children 
Make Art: Pixilated Paint Swatch Art. Brighten your autumn day 
with colorful paint swatch art! Cut out squares in your favorite 
colors and collage them to create a pixilated effect. This program is 
offered by the Museum of Craft and Design for children ages six to 
12. November 10, 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Art on the Go. Come listen to some of our best-loved children’s 
books during an Ezra Jack Keats storytime, and then join a Con-
temporary Jewish Museum educator and participate in a hands-on 
bookmark-making collage craft activity. For families. November 16, 
4 to 5 p.m.

Baby Rhyme and Play Time. For infants up to 18 months old and 
their caregiver. November 6, 13, 20, 27, 1:15 to 1:45 p.m. 

Family Storytime. Storytime features stories, songs, and rhymes. 
For children up to five years and their caregiver. November 1, 8, 15, 
29, 10:30 to 11 a.m. and 11:15-11:45 a.m. 

Fun Flicks. This film program is offered every second Wednesday of 
the month and includes short films based on children’s books and 
stories. November’s films will be I Want a Dog, Antartic Antics, 
and Cukoo, Mr. Edgar. For children ages three to eight years. No-
vember 14, 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 

LIBRARY-SPONSORED COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

San Francisco Seed library at the Potrero Branch library. In part-
nership with the San Francisco Seed Library, the Potrero Branch 
has seeds available for “checkout” on the first floor beneath the 
staircase. 

The Potrero Hill Book club meets at the library every third Wednes-
day of the month. November’s selection is And Then There Were 
None by Agatha Christie. November 21, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

creative Writing Workshop. Join writer, filmmaker, and journalist 
Shevi Rosenfeld Loewinger for a free class to help you write sto-
ries, develop characters, and find your own unique voice, all in a 
supportive and creative environment. November 1, 8, 15, 29, 12:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Information: sheviros@gmail.com or 415.602.7961.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business Services

Free initial consultation. Affordable rates. 
New construction, renovation, interior 
remodeling. Private or business clients.  
415-413-7017. www.DUKANAC-ARCH.US.

Health, Healing & Beauty

‘GYPSY’ WAGON There was a large cov-
ered wagon parked in the driveway at 
1002 Carolina Street in 1979, used by a 
palm reader. Anyone know her name or 
have any info? Please contact brollecara-
van@hotmail.com

Home Services

CARPENTRY & PAINTING also: plumb-
ing, seismic/structural work, stucco, roof 
repairs & gutter cleaning, tree trimming. 
www.FarWestConstr.com Jim Kennedy, 
415-276-1990 Ca. Lic. 751689

TOM’S PLUMBING Tom has been sat-
isfying Potrero Hill customers for over 
30 years. All plumbing needs handled 
promptly and efficiently at a very low cost. 
Keep it local and call Tom Keats: 415-824-
3538.

INTERIOR DESIGNER ANASTASIA FA-
IELLA very experienced in interior de-

sign and color consultation. Excellent at 
working with client’s budgets.Special-
ize in color & design consultation,space 
planning,window treatments and creat-
ing beautiful spaces that enrich your life. 
Free 1 hour design consultations. 415-377-
2325, af@faiella-design.com, www.faiella-
design.com.

photography

FREE PORTRAITS BY PROFESSION-
ALLY TRAINED HOBBYIST I am a re-
tired professional who now does portrait 
photography as my hobby/passion. I have 
a studio on Potrero Hill with top qual-
ity equipment where I do free portraits & 
prints for families or individuals. There 
is no catch, professional quality for free, 
and fun for all. Contact me at alcastino@
mac.com and I will send a link to sample 
photos.

technology Services

COMPUTER PROBLEMS DRIVING YOU 
BUGGY? Problems fixed! 25 years of in-
dustry experience. Personal IT consult-
ing to small businesses or busy profes-
sionals. We can install and/or help shop 
for computer/network/printer or setup/
troubleshoot wireless networks. If you’re 
not technical, don’t worry - we are. Rob 
415.244.3305 rob@sfcomputech.com.

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:
UPDATE, POST, & PAY ONLINE

Visit www.potreroview.net & follow  

the instructions for placing your ad. 

COST

$25 for up to 200 characters including 
spaces. Recieve an additional 20% 
discount provided for ads paid for
six months in advance! 

MAIL OR CALL IN YOUR AD

View Wants Ads 
2325 Third Street, Suite 344 
San Francisco, CA 94107
415.626.8723 / office@potreroview.net

* Payments and/or text changes must be 
received by the 18th of each month for ad 
to appear in the following month's issue. 

                     
Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday 
November 4. TURN ClOCKS BACK ONE HOUR.
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Bike Assailant to Go on Trial by the End of the year

On June 8, 2010, David Mark Clark, 39, was charged with 11 felony 
counts, including four counts of attempted murder, four counts of 
assault with a deadly weapon and three counts of battery causing 
serious bodily injury. Four days earlier, in a six-minute rampage, 
Clark apparently aimed his Nissan sports utility vehicle at four bi-
cyclists, causing a trail of carnage that started at 22nd and Harrison 
streets and ended at 17th and Missouri streets, where Clark crashed 
his vehicle and fled the scene, leaving behind his identification. The 
following day Clark entered a police station in Albany to report that 
he’d been car-hijacked the previous night in San Francisco. He was 
then arrested.

“Obviously my client has mental health issues,” aid Clark’s defense 
attorney, Brendan Conroy. The prosecutor, assistant district attorney 
(ADA) Elliott Beckelman, said he was anticipating this defense. “This 
is not unusual in cases of overwhelming evidence. The defendant used 
a deadly weapon with purposeful intent; a car is just as deadly as 
any other weapon. There are lots of witnesses, and they will testify.” 
No motive was given for Clark’s behavior, said Beckelman, but “his 
conduct was that of someone who was very angry.”

Conroy entered a plea of “not guilty by reason of insanity” on 
behalf of his client. Clark has been held without bail while awaiting 
trial, which was originally set to begin last September. According to 
ADA Alex Bastian, the trial has been postponed for three months, to 
provide time for Clark to be evaluated by two psychiatrists. The case 
is set to go forward on December 3, and will be prosecuted by ADA 
Mary Plomin in Department 15.

Under California law, a person is declared “legally insane” if he/
she doesn’t understand the nature of his/her act, or can’t distinguish 
between right and wrong; the “M’Naghten Test.” If the court finds a 
defendant to have been legally insane at the time of an alleged crime, 
he/she will be pronounced not guilty by reason of insanity, and com-
mitted to a state mental hospital rather than prison.

Unlike other criminal cases, where the burden of proof is on the 
prosecution and must be “beyond a reasonable doubt,” the burden of 
proof in insanity defenses is on the defendant, and must be proven by 
a “preponderance of the evidence.” 

By regina anavy

Traditional Thai Massage
Thai Aroma Oil Massage
Thai Herbal Therapy
Thai Reflexology
Prenatal Massage
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on SaturDay, 
octoBer 13, 
the 500 to 
700 BLocK oF 
connecticut 
Street, the 
“DeaD enDerS”, 
heLD their 
FirSt annuaL 
BLocK Party
PhotoS By LiSa ryerS
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Sale Prices effective Nov 5 - 25, 2012

Breyer's
Ice Cream
All Flavors
48 oz. -reg 6.99

$5.99

Imagine
Organic 
Broths
All Varieties
32 oz. -reg 3.99

$2.99

Kellogg's
Raisin Bran
23.5 oz. -reg 5.99

$3.99

2/$5

Now Taking Orders
Thru November 18th!!!

Deposit Required
Organic Turkeys available!!

Phone orders accepted.
415.282.9204

Bob's Red Mill
Organic White 
Flour
5 lb. -reg 5.99 $4.99

Clover
Egg Nog
32 oz. -reg 3.69

$3.29

Clover
Organic 
Egg Nog
32 oz. -reg 4.79

$3.99

Clover
Organic Whipping 
Cream

16 oz. -reg 3.99

$3.49

16 oz. -reg 4.29

$3.99
16 oz. -reg 6.49

$5.99

Clover
Natural Cheeses
12 oz. -reg 3.99 - 5.49

50¢ off

 Check out these great 
savings on Clover to cap 
off your Holiday meal!!!

Clover
Natural & Organic 
Butters

Farmer's Market
Organic 
Pumpkin
15 oz. -reg 2.99

Reserve 
Your

Turkey 
Today!!!

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 ©2012


