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Life Under Shelter-in-Place

Confidence, no longer available on Haight Street
PHOTO: Steven Moss Gloves are newly re-fashionable! PHOTO: Debbie Findling

A poster at Chat’s reminds all to practice social 
distancing.  PHOTO: Steven Moss

Pera is one of many restaurants closed to in-house 
diners but open for take-out.  PHOTO: Steven Moss

Rainbow over Mission Creek. PHOTO: Bettina Cohen

California poppies bloom. PHOTO: Avalon Edwards

BY STEVEN J .  MOSS

On the day before Mayor London 
Breed announced a shelter in place 
order for the City and County of San 
Francisco, my daughter, Sara, and I 
hit the road to Tacoma. We were on a 
sad mission: to empty her dorm. Her 
college, like most others throughout the 
country, had shifted to online learning 
for the rest of the academic year.  She 
had to move out by month’s end. A large 
wet blanket had been tossed over Sara’s 
freshman year, including her participa-
tion in a Division 3 lacrosse team.

As we rolled through Northern 
California, Oregon, and Washington 
State, we came across the economic 
wreckage already caused by the pan-
demic, then less than a week old. In 
McCloud, the general store proprietor 
told us that virtually everyone in town 
had been laid off after a large medita-
tion conference, which drew more 
than 100 European visitors, had been 
cancelled. She didn’t think her business 
could last the summer unless things 
changed.  In Ashland, Oregon we heard 
a similar story from a hotel desk clerk; 
40 employees had been let go. 

A steady stream of large rec-
reational vehicles sped northward, 
repositioning themselves.  Either a sub-
culture was on the move, or Canadians 
were fleeing home. The latter theory 
was bolstered by a short conversation 
we had in a parking lot, where a Cana-
dian woman told us she was heading 
home from Palm Springs “in case 
things get really bad,” since her native 
country offered better, or at least less 
expensive, health care services.     

Shops and eateries were shuttered 
everywhere we went, most with cheery 
or stony placards expressing hope that 
someday soon they’d reopen. On our 
way back to San Francsco, in Eugene, 
now with my wife, Debbie, onboard our 
shelter-in-vehicle road trip, we stopped 
at a spacious Japanese restaurant that 
was offering carryout only. A small 
family – wife, husband, and three-year-
old daughter, with a five-week old son 
at home – greeted us warmly.  

“It’s so good to be having a con-
versation with someone!” the husband 
proclaimed. He’d laid off all his em-
ployees, but as an immigrant from 
Korea he believed in America, that we’d 
survive these hard times and return to 
prosperity.  

A pair of female college students 
came in and joined the conversation. 
They’d been waitstaff at a noted 

New World

NEW WORLD continues on page 6
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Over the years I’ve periodically 
encountered cheek kissers; people 
whose preferred greeting consists of a 
series of puckered lipped head maneu-
vers. When I was younger the kissers 
were usually someone’s girlfriend, a 
“glamourous” White girl from Seattle 
or Los Angeles who pronounced “Nica-
ragua” as if ordering a fancy cocktail 
and blurted out “Guatemala” so that 
each syllable crashed into the next.  
Deploying these place names, with the 
right enunciation, apparently signaled 
a certain wokeness, akin to the pleasure 
composer Leonard Bernstein and his 
wife, Felicia Cohn Montealegre, got in 
the 1960s from introducing “my dear 
friend, who is in the Black Panthers.”  
A delicious mixture of naughty cool-
ness. Today’s similar thrill might be 
captured by having a dinner guest who 
used to be a chief or native princess 

on an island that no longer exists, 
drowned by rising seas.  

In a cheek kiss, you’re supposed 
to lean forward and either (1) light-
ly  touch  cheek  to cheek or  (2) lip  to 
cheek. The gesture is then repeated 
with the other cheek, alternating 
cheeks, two, three, even four times.  
Simultaneous handshaking might be 
involved, if the cheek kisser is a man.  
A gratuitous hug could be thrown in, of 
the rounded shoulder variety, with all 
serious contact strictly avoided.  Not a 
hug of affection, but of the kind that 
suggests perhaps one of the parties is 
an insect.

No matter how many times I’ve 
encountered glamorous White girl 
from Seattle, the Londoner with the 
artificially thickened British accent, or 

PUBLISHER’S VIEW continues on page 13

SHORT CUTS continues on page 9

Coronavirus

COVID-19 triggered a run on 
grocery stores, and a collapse of other 
economic activity. Early in the shelter-
in-place period, Good Life Grocery’s 
co-owner, Kayren Hudiburgh, said the 
store’s Bernal Heights outlet has been 
swamped with shoppers. “They are 
buying the usual…lots of toilet paper, 
water, disinfectant, juices, chips and 
tons of canned food. Lots of boxed 
cereals, chicken broth, pasta and pasta 
sauces…would have expected folks 
to stock up on cheeses, fresh meat, 
chicken or fish – protein sources that 
they could freeze if they needed to – but 
they are shopping like PG&E is going 
to cut off the power and the freezer and 
refrigeration will be off. And everyone 
is in a rush…to get in and to get out but 
our customers do make an effort to help 
each other out. We still have our daily 
deliveries of fresh bread, fish, chicken, 
meat and all the wonderful produce 
that comes in each morning and on 
Saturdays from farmers at the Alemany 
market. If we run out of something it 
is usually in stock the next day or so…
large grocery trucks are still coming 
every other day and dairy and yogurt 
trucks twice a week at Potrero, three 
times a week at Bernal. But it is a crazy 
pattern of shopping with folks buying 
not one box of cereal but 12 boxes…
same with pasta…Anybody need a job? 
WE NEED MORE EMPLOYEES! Com-
petitive pay scale with all the benefits 
and flexible scheduling.”

Food

According to Tara Hobson, San 
Francisco International High School 
principal, food donations will be 
distributed to students from tables 
located on 18th and De Haro streets by 
San Francisco Unified School District 
Student Nutrition Services. “No ID is 
required,” said Hobson. “If you would 
like to donate additional goods, we 
will accept drop-offs at the front of the 
building anytime between 10 a.m. and 3 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday. We would 
appreciate if donations are left outside 
the building. Custodial is sanitizing 
the inside of the school and not allow-
ing people to enter. SF International 
High School will ensure donations to 
our students’ low-income families will 
reach them.”

Camps

Prior to the City’s “shelter in place” 
order, the number of people living in 
cars and recreational vehicles jumped 
by 25 percent since last year, to more 
than 800. The highest concentration of 
live-work vehicles, 363, is in Dogpatch 
and Bayview-Hunters Point. What’s 
more, nine out of 10 individuals placed 
in shelter beds by the Healthy Streets 
Operations Center were back on the 
streets within days. A long intractable 
problem has demonstrated, yet again, 
resistance to the same ol same, ol strat-
egies, consisting chiefly of temporary 
beds and modified shelter beds, in the 
form of Navigation Centers. Once the 
current crisis subsides, perhaps it’ll 
be time to try something new: there’s 
plenty of empty cruise ships available, 
which could be repurposed as housing, 
with appropriate public health man-
agement. Proposition K, which directed 
the City to dedicate e surplus property 
to affordable housing, remains largely 
ignored, especially for small lots that 
could host accessory dwelling units. 
Maybe San Francisco should actually 
enforce its own laws. Or how about 
bringing back dormitory-style living 
or expanding group housing...?

Webster

Taste of Potrero, a culinary fund-
raiser that supports Daniel Webster El-
ementary School, would have celebrated 
its 10th anniversary in May. However, 
the planning committee canceled this 
year’s event in response to municipal 
orders to suspend public gatherings 
as a means to protect public health 
during  the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
annual event typically features more 
than 50 of San Francisco’s best chefs, 
brewers, bartenders and winemakers. 
Proceeds normally cover 75 percent of 
the school’s Parent-Teacher Association 
budget, paying for essential support 
staff, supplies and programming. With 
the San Francisco Unified School Dis-
trict facing a financial shortfall, funds 
will be needed to support Webster’s 
students, a large number of whom are 
socio-economically disadvantaged. 
Consider making a tax-deductible dona-
tion: www.tasteofpotrero.com. Tickets 
purchased can be refunded by email-

 $60 Subscription      $120 Subscription-Benefactor

 Other contribution amount $ 

Please send my one-year subscription to: 

FULL NAME  EMAIL ADDRESS

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

 Enclosed is my check. Please send, along with this form, to:

The Potrero View, 1459 18th St., #214, S.F., CA 94107

 I am sending my payment via PayPal to office@potreroview.net.

I love the View and would be delighted 
to support it.YES!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY.
Thanks to those who’ve contributed! 
We need you now more than ever!
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COVID-19 RESPONSE continues on page 13

BY JESSICA ZIMMER

The March 16, 2020 San Francisco 
Department of Public Health order for 
people to shelter in place until April 
7 triggered a fundamental change in 
life on the Southside. Individuals were 
told not to leave their homes except 
for “essential” functions, including to 
purchase groceries, gasoline and medi-
cal services. People are allowed outside 
to exercise, so long as they maintain a 
“social distance” of six feet. 

The communal lockdown prompted 
San Francisco’s thin social services 
network to respond with a variety of 
services.  The San Francisco-Marin 
Food Bank’s “Find Food” tool, which 
is updated hourly, according to Katie 
Mann McKnight, the Bank’s commu-
nity engagement director, can be used 
to find open pantries, including the 
Mission YMCA at 4080 Mission Street, 
Iglesia Presbiteriana de la Mision at 
3261 23rd Street, and Grace Fellowship 
Community Church at 3265 16th Street. 
The Food Bank’s home-delivered gro-
cery program is also available. 

“Some of our partner agencies 
that serve as distribution centers 
have closed,” said McKnight. “We 
may be opening up more pop-up style 
distribution points and will likely 
need volunteers to help. We have put 
new cleaning procedures in place for 
our warehouse and deliveries. We are 
requiring all volunteers and staff to 
wash their hands, wear gloves, and 
sanitize work areas. We have reduced 
the number of people on a shift to pack 

Taxes Deferred, Social Services Available, as 
Response to COVID-19 Takes Hold

food from between 50 and 70 to 20. We 
are also working outside, as long as the 
weather remains cooperative.” 

According to McKnight there’s 
plenty of food available. “We assume 
the requests and desires are going to 
grow. We have a steady supply chain 
in place and will be able to meet the 
need,” said McKnight. 

“Both senior and community pan-
tries will be consolidated into one, 
with all food being pre-bagged for 
community members to pick up from 
the theater’s porch exit,” said Edward 
Hatter, Potrero Hill Neighborhood 
House executive director. The Nabe 
has suspended its in-house evening 
hot meal for youth and senior meal 
programs.

On March 17, Mayor London Breed 
placed a moratorium on eviction of 
small and medium-sized businesses 
who have lost income due to the coro-
navirus. The moratorium applies to San 
Francisco businesses with less than 
$25 million in annual gross receipts. 
It prohibits evictions for 30 days, until 
April 17. The Mayor could extend the 
moratorium another 30 days. 

On March 16, Mayor Breed an-
nounced the Workers and Families First 
program will provide an additional 
five days of sick leave to private sector 
workers impacted by the pandemic, 
supported by $10 million in taxpayer 
monies. All enterprises are eligible, 
with up to 20 percent of the funds 
reserved for entities with 50 or fewer 
employees. The Office of Economic and 
Workforce Development (OEWD) and 

the Human Services Agency are jointly 
administering this program. 

Small Business Administration 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans, avail-
able through the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, offer $2 million in as-
sistance. Companies can also apply for 
up to $10,000 to cover employee salaries 
and rent through OEWD’s COV-19 
Small Business Resiliency Fund. 

“There is only $1 million in the 
resiliency fund now, but businesses 
should still apply. We believe more 
money will become available,” said 
Jorge Rivas, deputy director of neigh-
borhood economic development for 
OEWD.

The San Francisco Treasurer and 
Tax Collector is deferring business 
taxes and license fees for small busi-
nesses. Quarterly estimated tax pay-
ments of the gross receipts tax, payroll 
expense tax, commercial rents tax, and 
homelessness gross receipts tax that’d 
be due on April 30 will be waived for 
taxpayers or groups with combined 
2019 gross receipts of $10,000,000 or 
less. Quarterly estimated taxes must 
be paid with annual payments for tax 
year 2020 by March 1, 2021. The due 
date for license fees, normally March 
31, has been extended to June 30, 2020.

“Right now, we are focused (on) 
supporting businesses with their im-
mediate needs and providing financial 
relief to cover rent and employees’ 
expenses,” said Rivas. He encouraged 
large businesses that have the capacity 
to make donations to small businesses. 
“This includes waiving commission for 

the use of apps that might help small 
businesses, like order and delivery 
platforms,” said Rivas. “We encourage 
companies to allow employees to use 
sick time first and be flexible,” said 
Rivas. 

“I’ve heard about the decline in 
foot traffic and loss of revenue for small 
businesses,” District 10 Supervisor 
Shamann Walton. “The City is looking 
into putting resources aside, delaying 
taxes, and providing low-interest 
loans. Some of my team is on a stag-
gered schedule, but residents should 
not see any effects from that.” 

The San Francisco Board of Su-
pervisors will hold public meetings via 
teleconferencing. 

Hatter said the Nabe has closed 
its after-school and Experiment in 
Diversity programs, and cancelled all 
group meetings, events, and activities 
until April 1 at the earliest.  “We are 
holding off on announcing a full shut-
down of the facility because of the costs 
associated, (which include) payment 
and deposit reimbursement. Most of 
our private events are scheduled for 
April. We are hoping many reschedule 
instead cancel,” said Hatter.

The organization will pay staff 
during the shutdown and receive reim-
bursement from the City.  “During the 
downtime of these closures, the Nabe’s 
youth program administrative staff 
will be planning and developing cur-
riculum and activities for our summer 
programs. Our case manager, Larenda 
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BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

 
One-quarter of San Francisco 

Police Department (SFPD) incident 
reports in Potrero Hill and Dogpatch 
so far this year have involved vehicle 
larceny.

Other robberies, including bike 
theft and stolen packages, made up 
11 percent of SFPD reports in the 
neighborhoods. Eight percent involved 
motor vehicle thefts, with seven percent 
associated with burglaries. The percent 
distribution is comparable to what oc-
curred during 2019.

Through March 20, there were 120 
vehicle break-ins on the Hill, which 
SFPD defines as everything west of 
Highway 101 from 16th Street to Cesar 
Chavez. There have been 10 additional 
instances of license plate theft and 
three reports of vehicles being stripped, 
one a motorcycle. Another car was 
targeted by arson.

Thirty-one of these incidents oc-
curred on or within a block of 18th 
Street, the most common crime cor-
ridor. Mariposa Street also had two 
hot spots, with seven cases taking 
place near Rhode Island Street and 
seven more around Mississippi and 
Pennsylvania streets. Eighteen others 
happened on or near 19th Street; 16 
along 20th Street.

There were 14 vehicle larcenies 
around San Francisco General Hos-
pital, a dozen in Showplace Square 
and 16 in Mission Bay, half of which 

Crime Trends Largely Static through the First 
Quarter of the Year

were around Fourth and Long Bridge 
streets.

Vehicle break-ins have long be-
sieged San Francisco, reaching a high 
of 31,000 in 2017. In 2019 the number fell 
to 25,677 but at 58 a day it still ranks 
as the City’s most common crime. Most 
break-ins occur around tourist destina-
tions but last year 8,900 involved cars 
registered in San Francisco.

As to prevention, Sargeant Michael 
Andraychak, SFPD Public Information 
Officer, pointed to the department’s 
Park Smart campaign, which bears 
the motto, “If you love it, don’t leave 
it.” Cell phones, tablets, laptops, cam-
eras, luggage, shopping bags, wallets, 
purses, backpacks and even sunglasses, 
are common items that draw thieves’ 
attention. And police advise not to rely 
on trunks for security. 

The campaign also advises, “The 
key to parked safety are in your hands!” 
According to SFPD, a sizable number 
of thefts involve unlocked vehicles, al-
though whether the thief unlocked the 
car after breaking in is often difficult 
to ascertain. Making that determina-
tion has created problems in prosecut-
ing the few culprits that get caught. If 
a vehicle isn’t locked the crime drops 
to a misdemeanor. A bill introduced by 
Senator Scott Wiener in 2018 to close 
the loophole stalled in the State Senate 
Appropriations Committee. 

That bill had been co-sponsored 
by San Francisco’s former District At-
torney George Gascón, who requested 

$1 million in City funds for an auto 
burglary task force in 2018, an ap-
peal that was turned down by then 
Mayor Mark Farrell. Current District 
Attorney Chesa Boudin is seeking 
$1.7 million in the 2020-21 budget to 
reimburse San Francisco residents 
for windows shattered by thieves. The 
initiative involves hiring two people to 
process claims, with $1.5 million used 
for reimbursement.

During his campaign for office, 
Boudin suggested the creation of a mo-
bile auto-glass repair operation which, 
via a public-private partnership, could 
respond directly to crime scenes within 
three hours. Boudin hasn’t made cuts to 
his proposed budget to make room for 
the program, however, and it’ll likely 
be an uphill battle to secure funding. 
In December, Mayor London Breed 
asked City departments for 3.5 percent 
reductions in each of the next two fiscal 
years due to a projected $420 million 
shortfall, which is likely to grow given 
emerging economic hard times.

Another strategy, pushed by Dis-
trict 10 Supervisor Shamann Walton 
along with District 6 Supervisor Matt 
Haney, is to institute more police 
foot patrols. A 2018 study by the 
California Police Lab and University 
of California, Berkeley, The Effect of 
Redeploying Police Officers from 
Plain Clothes Special Assignment to 
Uniformed Foot-Beat Patrols on Street 
Crime, found a 17 percent decrease in 
larcenies and 19 percent decrease in 

assaults after Police Chief Bill Scott 
reassigned 69 officers to foot patrols 
in 2017. SFPD has maintained that 
foot patrol decisions should be made at 
the station level, insisting that such an  
approach provides for a better ability to 
balance perambulations with the need 
for quick responses to 911 calls.

Authorities believe most vehicle 
break-ins are conducted by sophisticat-
ed gangs who have fencing operations 
across the state. A smaller number, 
according to the district attorney’s 
office, are committed by homeless 
and addicted people due to poverty or 
desperation.

As far as other crime on the Hill, 
there have been 33 burglaries so far 
this year, eight occurring within four 
blocks on or near 20th Street between 
Rhode Island and Wisconsin streets. 
Five others were near 22nd Street from 
Carolina to Connecticut streets. Eight 
occurred along the 18th Street corridor, 
four west of Interstate-280 and the 
other four on Third Street.

Of the 32 motor vehicles theft calls 
police received this year, six were 
recovered shortly after being reported. 
Thefts were scattered throughout the 
Hill and Dogpatch.

Also dispersed around the neigh-
borhood were 10 robberies committed 
either by force or with a weapon.

The Hill has lower reports of drug 
offences compared to the rest of San 

CRIME continues on page 9
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Embracing Community
2020 kicked off the new decade with a booming economy and strong 

consumer confidence. We’ve been hit fast and hard by new challenges, 
so now we need to strengthen ourselves as a caring community.

The Potrero Hill family has weathered challenges before, and we’ll do it again. 
You and your family are my business. I’m here to help.

Support our local businesses.  They’re here for 

us day in and day out, and it’s our job to help them 

now. Call your merchants for their hours and delivery 

options rather than going to big-box stores; order 

take-out; place orders for gifts from our shops; buy 

their gift cards.

Support our neighbors.  Set up your own 

telephone tree to stay in touch — start with your 

neighbors, friends and faith communities and 

branch out from there.

Keep yourself safe.  Follow all of the best 

hygiene and social distancing (6’ apart) rules.  

Stay at home as much as you can. 
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NAV CENTER continues on page 6

BY BETTINA COHEN

The Embarcadero Shelter Access 
for Everyone (SAFE) Navigation Cen-
ter, located at Seawall Lot 330, opened 
last December. By February, 130 beds 
at the facility were taken, 100 percent 
occupancy for the startup phase. Plans 
to ramp up to 200 beds by the end of 
the year were put on hold when the 
San Francisco Department of Public 
Health (DPH) issued new guidelines 
last month intended to maintain physi-
cal distances between facility guests. 

Five Keys, a nonprofit that oper-
ates a 128-bed navigation center at 
125 Bayshore Boulevard, is managing 
the Center. The Embarcadero SAFE 
Navigation Center Advisory Group 
(ESNCAG) was formed last year to 
facilitate communication between 
community members, City and Port of 
San Francisco officials, and Five Keys. 
Last month’s was held as a webinar 
rather than an in-person assembly, in 
response to DPH’s recommendation not 
to hold public get-togethers as a means 
to reduce COVID-19 exposure risks. 

ESNCAG members and attendees 
at the February meeting were generally 
positive about how the navigation cen-
ter was fitting into the neighborhood. 
However, nearby building residents 
said that there’s been an increase in 
drug use on the Brannan Street Wharf, 
hypodermic needles littering the side-
walks, and a sense of insecurity walk-
ing outside after dark on Beale Street.  
While those expressing these concerns 
acknowledged that the presence of a 
daytime San Francisco Police Depart-
ment (SFPD) beat patrol has enhanced 
safety while the sun’s out, they didn’t 
believe the Center was ready to ramp 
up to higher capacity just yet.

Southern Station Captain Tim 
Falvey presented data showing a 
decrease in crime incidents in the 
triangular “safety zone” delineated 
by Folsom Street, Second Street, and 
The Embarcadero between August and 
January, and no drug offenses or viola-
tions within that perimeter in January, 
compared to 182 drug offenses and four 
violations citywide.

“We hear from folks that say it’s 
calm, it’s working the way they’d 
hoped it would,” Steve Good, Five 
Keys’ executive director, said during a 
telephone interview. “I hear people say 

Navigation Centers Heading Towards Full Capacity
they’ve never seen the area so clean. 
That’s been a common observation of 
neighbors. Then we hear from the same 
folks who opposed it from the begin-
ning, who I don’t think any amount of 
services are going to change their mind. 
Our plan in the upcoming months is to 
work with the City to extend the clean-
ing to a larger area and pay stipends (to 
Center guests).”

“The folks from HSH who are 
doing the work and helping to support 
Five Keys are great to work with,” 
Good said. “They’re very supportive, 
very concerned about getting people 
off the streets, keeping new encamp-
ments from starting in the area. I’m 
truly impressed with the Department 
of Public Health and the Department 
of Public Works.”

Marc Dragun, who represents The 
Brannan Homeowners Association on 
ESNCAG, echoed Good’s words after 
the February meeting, telling The View 
he’s satisfied with how City agencies 
and Five Keys staff have interacted 
with the community. 

But Katina Johnson, East Cut Com-
munity Benefit District vice-president, 
questioned how well City officials are 
working with her organization. “We’ve 
tried to make referrals,” she said. 
“I’m not sure where that partnership 
stands.”

Emily Cohen, policy advisor on 
homelessness for the Mayor’s office, 
presented three sets of Point in Time 
(PIT) data taken at different periods of 
the day in the “outreach zone,” which 
extends to the waterfront behind 
Oracle Park and the China Basin build-
ing to the south, Fourth Street to the 
west, and Market Street to the north, 
and includes the newly branded East 
Cut neighborhood. 

In March 2019, 179 unsheltered 
people were counted in the middle of 
the night. In October, 73 were identi-
fied during an afternoon survey. The 
January 2020 census, conducted in the 
morning, tallied 79 individuals. 

According to Cohen, a possible 
reason for the increase from October 
to January was the difference in survey 
timing.  Going forward the methodol-
ogy will be consistent with the January 
approach; staff will conduct the PIT 
count in the morning. She added that 33 
people were identified in the safety zone 
in October, compared to 15 in January. 

Abigail Stewart-Kahn, Director 
of Strategy and External Affairs for 
the City’s Department of Homeless-
ness and Supportive Housing (HSH), 
told ESNCAG that the San Francisco 
Homeless Outreach Team (SFHOT) 
has two dual-person teams working 
in the outreach zone fulltime, includ-
ing swing shift, and a one-person 
team deployed in four-hour shifts on 
weekends. SFHOT engaged in 399 
encounters in the outreach zone be-
tween December and the third week in 
February. Of these, 164 people received 
services, but didn’t accept a Naviga-
tion Center bed; 119 were transported 
to the facility. The remaining 116 
declined any interventions. 

“Each one of those is a moment 
of trust building for people to come 
indoors and accept shelter,” she said.

Steward-Kahn said she’d received 
more than 25 requests from the public 
or media to tour the Embarcadero 
SAFE Navigation Center since it’d 
opened. Two media visits were con-
ducted immediately after its inaugu-

ral, after which trips were limited to 
maintain a calm place for guests. An 
excursion for immediate neighbors 
scheduled last month was two-thirds 
booked for 30 spots. However, due to 
COVID-19 precautions, that outing 
was canceled.

“We want to protect guests and so 
are canceling any large group events 
which are nonessential, per DPH guid-
ance,” Stewart-Kahn wrote in an email.

In March, amidst fears that CO-
VID-19 cases could overwhelm the 
public health system, DPH imposed a 
“shelter in place” policy throughout 
San Francisco in an effort to contain 
the spread of the virus.

At last month’s webinar it was an-
nounced that as of March 23 the City 
was no longer accepting new referrals 
to any Navigation Center. “We’re 
currently pausing new Embarcadero 
SAFE Navigation Center intakes at this 
time, to be able to provide safer spaces 
for everyone inside. We have never 

Flu Strikes ‘the Potrero’ as Part of 1918 Pandemic                                                       

During World War I shipbuilding by Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation was in such high demand that on 
July 4, 1918 four destroyers were launched from Pier 70. But there were reports of the spread of an influenza-
like illness throughout the United States. 

By the beginning of October 1918, there were 169 cases of flu in San Francisco, which jumped to 2,000 by 
the middle of the month. An advertisement for medicine proclaimed, ‘We are not afraid of Germans or germs!’  

The City and County of San Francisco instituted measures to limit contagion, included an ordinance requiring 
face masks be worn, closure of schools and places of public amusement, and a ban on social gatherings. The 
Civic Center auditorium became a temporary hospital. 

In this photograph, mass is celebrated outdoors on the steps of St. Teresa’s Church on 19th and Tennessee 
streets. The church moved to 19th and Connecticut streets in 1924. 

The effectiveness of the thin gauze masks then in use – with the accompanying slogan, “Obey the laws, wear 
the gauze. Protect your jaws groom septic paws” – is debatable. Limiting exposure worked. On Yerba Buena 
Island, 6,000 quarantined military and their families had few infections and deaths. 

The measures were lifted and re-enacted as the contagion diminished and then spiked again. Had they been 
kept in place through the Spring of 1919, many lives would’ve been saved. When the pandemic ended in 
February 1919, 3,000 San Franciscans had died, along with more than a half-million Americans.

PHOTO: Courtesy of Peter Linenthal, Potrero Hill Archives Project

Coming Soon!
319 Texas Street

Claudia Siegel, CRS
Realtor®

415.816.2811
claudia.siegel@compass.com
claudiasiegel.com
@claudiasiegelsf
DRE 01440745

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is 
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any 
description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended 
to solicit property already listed.

Potrero Hill Home

Stunning, fully remodeled 
home with expansive view 
roof deck. 

City and bay views
3 bedrooms including 
master suite, 2.5 bathrooms
Garden and garage

Call or text Claudia for 
more details: 415.816.2811.
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restaurant nearby, which, to save un-
employment compensation money, had 
kept them on without any hours.  The 
Japanese restaurateur was shocked at 
such poor employer behavior.

“I’m a graduating senior at the 
University of Oregon,” said one of the 
students, Taylor. “But there won’t be a 
commencement.  I was hoping to move 
to Portland for a job, but now I guess 
I’ll have to go back to Texas, where 
I’m from.”

Debbie asked the proprietor if we 
could buy a glass a sake.  He explained 
that he wasn’t allowed to sell it, as he 
only could offer carryout.

“What if you tell us how much it’d 
cost, and we just happen to tip that 
amount,” she asked.

“What a wonderful idea,” he said.
“Sake for the house,” I announced, 

gesturing toward the college students. 
“To surviving the apocalypse!” I 
toasted, as we all raised our glasses

“There’s nothing to do but drink 
and watch Netflix,” said the younger 
woman, a University of Oregon junior. 
“I just got out a relationship and I have 
no idea how dating works in these 
circumstances.”

“Let’s have a graduation cer-
emony,” said Debbie. “I mean, you’ve 
been cheated out of yours.”

“Real ly?” exclaimed Taylor. 
“That’d be awesome!”

Taylor put a red napkin on her 
head, her “cap.” Debbie grabbed a 
menu, stood up, and solemnly “read” 
names, until announcing Taylor’s, who 
marched up the “aisle.”  

“Thank you!” she said, tearful-
ly, hugging Debbie. The proprietor 
grinned wildly while he and his family 
carefully maintained their distance.

Further down the road, in Grant’s 
Pass, we pulled over briefly in front 
of an antique shop. A friendly older 
gentleman sauntered over, noticing our 
California license plates. He leaned to-
wards Debbie, sitting in the passenger 
window.

“I hear that state’s on lockdown,” 
he smiled.

“I hope not,” said Debbie. “We’re 
on our way home, we just came from 
Washington.”

“Washington!” the man stepped 
back, frowning. “That’s the center of 
this epidemic.”

“Would it be okay if my wife used 
your bathroom,” I asked. 

“No, no,” he said, backing quickly 
away. “There’s one across the street,” 
he gestured vaguely, and hurried back 
into his shop.

As we headed home, we noticed the 
intense beauty all around us. Gigantic 
Redwood trees, which had survived 
multiple human pandemics. The rocky 
coast, sea lions barking offshore.  The 
coast was in full, vibrant, spring bloom.  

“What should we do about Pass-
over,” I asked Debbie.

“I dunno,” she said. “There’s no 
place to Exodus during a pandemic…
Freedom is where your family is, I 
suppose.”

We drove on in silence, each in our 
own thoughts.  

I considered how April is a uni-
versal time of reflection and resurrec-
tion, celebrated by Easter, Ramadan, 
Passover, and Earth Day.  As we prayer, 
meditate, or medicate in our homes, and 
on the steps of churches and mosques, 
the message from the “universe” or its 
envoys – viruses, increasing numbers of 
wildfires, twisted political discourse – 
seems quite clear. It’s time to slowdown, 
nurture our families, friends and com-

munities, and rededicate ourselves to 
leading thoughtful lives of beauty. 

Take good care of yourselves, View 
readers!  

NEW WORLD from front page

NAV CENTER from page 6

planned to bring in clients who tested 
positive or who were symptomatic,” 
Cohen said. She added that “public 
health guidance continues to evolve.”

According to the Joint Informa-
tion Center of the City’s Department 
of Emergency Management, COVID-
19-related preparedness activities 
oriented towards the population of 
people without homes include working 
with health care providers and SFHOT 
to teach staff and residents preven-
tion measures and rapidly identify 
and isolate patients with the disease; 
educating individuals in congregate 
living settings such as Navigation 
Centers about the virus and how they 
can protect themselves; developing 
plans for increased sanitation stations 

throughout the City, and identifying 
alternative housing options for cases 
in which quarantine is recommended 
for either homeless individuals or those 
living in groups. 

As this article went to press, the 
City had activated temporary housing 
sites for people who have tested positive 
for the virus and/or need to quarantine 
due to possible exposure. 

To report concerns about or donate 
items to the navigation center, email 
ESNCAG@sfgov.org or call or text Five 
Keys, 415.265.9827. Texts can include 
images. For needle litter, text a picture 
and location to the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation, 415.810.1337. To 
report an unsheltered individual or 
new encampment call 3-1-1 and request 
the San Francisco Homeless Outreach 
Team; this number can also be used to 
report needle litter or a nonemergency 
situation. For nonemergency police 
intervention, to file a noise complaint 
or report loitering, call SFPD at 
415.553.0123. 

What does
Farley’s mean 
to you?
We miss you. We hope you miss us. It was 

di�cult to close after 31 years. But we did 

it for you, our beloved community. 

We don’t know what the future holds, but 

we are going to need your help. 

Please go to:  farleysco�ee.square.site 

to buy beans, gift cards and tip the sta�.  

We will be in touch as the path emerges. 

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay neighborly.

For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact production@potreroview.net

Green Benefit District
The Green Benefit District Annual Meeting will be held as previously sched-
uled on April 15, 2020 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. But, owing to current conditions, 
we will hold the meeting online. Members of the public are welcome to join. 
Please refer to Greenbenefit.org for details. The meeting agenda and informa-
tion on joining the meeting online will be posted on the website by April 10.

First Saturdays in Dogpatch: A neighborhood-wide event held monthly
Explore neighborhood shops, enjoy great food and drink, discover maker 
market at Center Hardware and 1234 Indiana Street, be inspired at gallery 
openings at Minnesota Street Project. All this and more when it is safe to 
gather again. Meantime, please visit  LoveDogpatch.com

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place. As 
monthly meeting are now on hiatus, please visit potreroboosters.org to find 
out the latest news. 
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Tim Johnson

415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com 
www.timjohnsonSF.com 
DRE 01476421

Getting your home ready for sale doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive.  
There are several simple ways you can add value inexpensively:

 • LIGHTEN AND BRIGHTEN—If it is time to repaint, consider lighter colors that will make your 

home brighter and feel more spacious. 

 • OUT WITH THE OLD—It is easy to accumulate clutter even after just a few years. Donating 

or discarding unneeded items can make a home feel more spacious—and make your future 

move easier.

 • MAKE IT SHINE—There is nothing more important than ensuring your home is clean. 

 • DON’T FORGET SMALL THINGS WITH BIG IMPACTS—Simple steps like painting the garage 

floor or planting bright flowers near your home’s entrance are easy and inexpensive ways to 

make a home more welcoming.

If you’d like a free report on the value of your home, 
call Tim Johnson at 415-710-9000.

What are the Least Expensive Ways to  
Add Value to Your Home Before Selling?

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number [license number to be inserted by region]. All material presented herein is intended for 
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy 
of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. 
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COMMUNITY  |  APRIL
Colleges have shifted to distance 
learning for the rest of the 
academic year. San Francisco 
Unified School District campuses 
are closed at least until May 1, with 
private sector gatherings similarly 
cancelled.  What’s a community 
calendar to do in the face of a 
partial pandemic lockdown on 
communal activities?

The View suggests that time can 
be well spent by following the 
lead of many of our neighbors. 
If you’re fully symptom-free, 
volunteer to run errands for 
homebound residents or for the 
San Francisco-Marin Food Bank. 
Make your favorite medicinal meal 
– chicken soup, black beans, miso 
soup – and distribute it to the folks 
on your block.  Engage in spring 
cleaning, donating excess items 
to your local church, nonprofit, 
or shelter.  Catchup on remote 
language or other learning.

Once we turn a corner on this 
public health crises, thousands of 
college students will have returned 
home, tethered to online learning 
but otherwise with idle hands. 
Many of these young adults will 
have lost on-campus employment 
that enabled them to pay tuition 
and buy food. If you have the 
capacity, organize an athletic club 
or offer a job.

San Francisco Department of Public Health: Order of the Health Officer No. C19-07 
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/alerts/files/HealthOrderC19-07-%20Shelter-in-Place.pdf

City and County of San Francisco: Stay home except for essential needs 
https://sf.gov/stay-home-except-essential-needs

St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church
St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church has opened a popup drive by food pantry on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The Church is located at 500 De Haro Street, but prepared packages will be distributed at the back gate on Mariposa 
Street. Delivery services for 94110 and 94107 residents are also available; pantrystg@gmail.com.

San Francisco-Marin Food Bank: Find Food Tool
https://www.sfmfoodbank.org/find-food/

San Francisco Office of Economic and Workforce Development: Assistance & Guidance for Businesses and Workers 
Impacted by COVID-19
https://oewd.org/assistance-guidance-businesses-and-workers-impacted-covid-19

U.S. Small Business Administration: Disaster Loan Assistance
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/

San Francisco OEWD: COVID-19 Small Business Resiliency Fund
https://oewd.org/covid-19-small-business-resiliency-fund

San Francisco Treasurer and Tax Collector: COVID-19 Response - Deferral of Business Taxes and License Fees
https://sftreasurer.org/covid19

San Francisco Unified School District: Changes to May Placement Period for School Year 2020-21
https://www.sfusd.edu/enroll/may-placement-period

San Francisco Board of Supervisors: Update to Guidance for Public Access to the Board, March 13, 2020
https://sfbos.org/sites/default/files/Guidance_for_Public_Access_to_Board_of_the_Supervisors.pdf.pdf

District 10 Supervisor Shamann Walton
https://sfbos.org/supervisor-walton-district-10

California College of the Arts: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information and Updates
https://portal.cca.edu/thriving/health-wellness/novel-coronavirus-covid19/

Helpful links:
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The View invites those under 18 to submit any creative work suitable  

for publication, including drawings, short stories (less than 150 words), 

photographs, comic strips, jokes. Submissions must be received by  

April 17. If your entry appears in May, you can present the 

issue to each of the businesses below to collect a small prize 

anytime before May 30. 

TWO WAYS TO ENTER 
1) email your submission to production@potreroview.net 
2) snail mail to The Potrero View:
 1459 18th Street, #214, San Francisco, CA 94107 
*Original work will not be returned.

Christopher’s
BOOKS

ing: feedyoursoul@tasteofpotrero.com. 

Parking

Although San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Authority (SFMTA) 
suspended most parking enforcement 
activities last month, metered parking 
remains animated. The agency reduced 
base rates throughout San Francisco 
to 50 cents an hour for cars, 10 cents 
per hour for motorcycles until May 
1. SFMTA closed some City-owned 
parking garages and limited others 
to monthly passholders, including the 
16th Street and Hoff Street garage. The 
Zuckerberg General Hospital Garage 
remains open to the public. SFMTA 
also postponed new late penalties 
on citations, extended deadlines for 
submitting citation protests, payment 
and community service plans, as well 
as citation, boot, and tow hearings 
deadlines. The agency is no longer 
forwarding delinquent citations to 
the Department of Motor Vehicles or 
Special Collections.

Merchants

Virtually all small businesses in 
San Francisco are facing challenging 
times. With little or no revenues coming 
in, they’ve had to lay off staff; many 
will likely go out of business entirely. 
On Potrero Hill Goat Hill Pizza, Pera, 
and Plow are struggling, along with 
many other enterprises. According to 
Chris Hillyard, owner of Farley’s, “Far-
ley’s is closed for the safety of our staff 
and the community. There’s no safe way 
for us to be serving coffee on a daily 

basis. It’s pretty surreal that our last 
day before instituting our temporary 
closure was also our 31st anniversary. 
For the first time in 31 years, we didn’t 
have live Irish music and bagpipes on 
St. Patrick’s Day. The best way to sup-
port Farley’s right now and ensure our 
survival is to purchase coffee beans 
online which’ll be shipped direct to 
you. We roast our beans weekly in Oak-
land and then mail them out to anyone 
that orders. Additionally, purchasing 
gift cards online is a huge help since it 
provides much needed income now to 
get through this business closure and 
the purchaser is able to use the gift card 
once we reopen. Equally important is 
staff donations. We have a “virtual tip 
jar” that the community can contribute 
to and we allocate the funds to all the 
staff that were employed at the time of 
the shut-down.” Buy local, remotely!

SHORT CUTS from page 2

CRIME from page 4

Francisco, just four this year, and sex 
crimes, none since 2019, when four 
cases related to child pornography 
were filed.

“We recommend that the public 
to be aware of their surroundings, not 
become distracted by phones and music 
players and keep valuables out of sight 
whether walking or on public transit,” 
advised Andraychak.  “When using 
ATMs, maintain awareness of your sur-
roundings and shield the PIN from view.  
If you’re not home to receive packages 
and to avoid package theft; consider 
having packages held for pickup at the 
shipper, use drop off storage lockers, 
ship to your employer or have packages 
shipped to neighbor or friend.”
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ST. TERESA OF AVILA CATHOLIC CHURCH 
S����� �� ��� C��������� 
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P����� ������  
�M������ A������� 
390 Missouri St 
San Francisco, CA  94107 
StTeresaSF.org 
Phone:  415.285.5272 
Email:  info@stteresasf.org    

S����� ������ 
  Saturday Vigil   4:15 pm 
 Sunday           8:30 am 
      10:00 am 

������� ������ 
 Tuesday    8:30 am 
  Friday      8:30 am 

AS SAN FRANCISCO CONTINUES 
TO SHELTER IN PLACE, WE ARE 
LIVESTREAMING ALL MASSES.  

PLEASE JOIN US 
 

HTTPS://ZOOM.US/J/820821335 
 

STREAM AVAILABLE 10 MINUTES PRIOR TO 
EACH MASS.  (PLEASE IGNORE THE DATE/

TIME ON THE LINKED PAGE) 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 

STTERESASF.ORG 
 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
Saturday Vigil:  4:15pm,  

Palm Sunday, 8:30 & 10am 

EASTER TRIDUUM 
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 9:  7:30pm 

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10:  12:15pm 
 

 HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
EASTER VIGIL:   8:00pm 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12 
8:30 & 10:00am 
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ILLUSTRATION BY DAN MOK

The Rainforest and the Mountain 
BY TAFT WILSON,  MARCUS 

BLACKWELL,  KAYDEN DUCKETT

I am a mountain
All around I hear falling rocks
The world smells like air 
Around me I see water 
And I feel the sun
This picture reminds me of the forest 

because it is cool
Around me I see sunlight
And I feel grass because I am a mountain
This picture reminds me of being in a 

rainforest

A Secret Land 
BY PARIS RAYNALDO,  MARIA 

SAGAPOLU,  KAEDO VALDES,  LA 

DIAMOND TAYLOR-BAREFIELD

I am riding a horse
All around me, I hear birds
Around me, I see mountains and water
Around me, I see the sunset
And I feel happy 
Because it’s cool
The picture reminds me of a calm land
And a fairy land
I would want to live on that island 

Lost Teeth 
BY DANA WILLIAMS

One night at dinner, a wizard came 
to my door while I was sleeping. His pet 
dragon was named Gerald. 

They came through my window and 
took all my teeth. I looked in the mirror 
and all my teeth were gone. 

The wizard waved his wand and 
my two front teeth grew back. 

I Hear Birds 
BY ALIYAH LEWIS,  ARMANI 

MOHAMED,  BYRON CORTEZ,  

SHATIA PEASE-FINKLEA

All around me, I hear birds
The world smells like candy
Around me, I see clouds and the sky 

blue 
I feel thankful because I am happy
Around me, I see people 
And I feel wind because of the clouds
I am a baby
Around me, I hear nature
This picture reminds me of a movie 
What I want to say is, it’s really good 

Not Worth It 
BY LAURA QUIROGA

Dear Reader, 
Let me explain what happened 

last night. 
Knock knock knock. “Yes?” I 

peered outside and saw a strange face. 
“Give me your most precious valu-

ables,” I heard.
Suddenly, I saw a cloak and fiery 

red eyes. I hear a voice say, “And if you 
don’t, you will pay.” 

My most best valuable is my life. 
But I’m not about to give away my life. 
It’s not worth it. I mean, this guy should 
use his own. 

“Never!” I yelled. 
“I can read your mind. You cannot 

run,” he said. 
Then, a green hand took a wand. I 

watched as it fired up. BOOM. I woke 
up. I was not myself. I was a ghost. 

Starr King Elementary 
School Writes with 
826 Valencia Mission Bay

One of 826 Valencia Mission Bay’s first year goals was to work with third-
grade classrooms at schools in Bayview and Potrero Hill, providing weekly 
writing support. Since last August, 826 staff and volunteers have worked with 
Herman Shepard, Starr King Elementary School teacher, to design whimsical 
and weird, Common Core-aligned writing lessons. From personal narratives on 
conflict to informational essays about what it means to be a good friend, students 
have used written expression to create beautiful and whimsical pieces on life, 
family, and childhood. 

Get Involved!
826valencia.org

Wes Freas
REALTOR®
LIC# 013122854
415.518.6538
WesFreas@CorcoranGL.com

Whether it's helping sellers sell faster and for a higher price, or helping 
buyers land their dream home, we're committed to the success of each 

and every client, both on Potrero Hill and throughout San Francisco.

Wendy Watkins
REALTOR®

LIC# 01854549
415.367.5997

WendyWatkins@CorcoranGL.com

WesandWendyHomes.com

WENDY WATKINS
WES FREAS

Wendy & Wes Get Results!

Call us to learn how we can help you!

Wendy
& Wes

Citywide

100% 104% 108% 112% 116% 120%

118.0%

105.5%

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Wendy
& Wes

Citywide

19 Days

33 Days

Average Sale Price to List Price Ratio

Average Days on Market

Data Source: San Francisco Association of Realtors Multiple Listing Service (SFAR MLS), single family homes and condos sold between 1/1/19 and 12/31/19. 
Information believed reliable, but not guaranteed. © 2020 Corcoran Global Living. All rights reserved. Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

RESOURCES FOR

If you’re a business, nonprofit or worker in
San Francisco who has been impacted by 

COVID-19, we’re here for you.

Give2SF
Donate to those affected by COVID-19 by 
visiting Give2SF.org

We’re all in this together and 
together we’ll get through this.

For official updates, text COVID19SF to 888-777.

Businesses and Nonprofits call: 415-554-6134Businesses and Nonprofits
Workers call: 415-701-4817

oewd.org/COVID19
For the latest resources and information, visit:
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A Cold, Dark Night 
BY A’NIJHA SMITH-EVANS

Once, on a cold dark night, a witch 
arrived at my door with her magic wand 
and said, “Let me in before I turn you 
into a lizard.” 

Then I said politely, “Go away 
before I call the police.” 

The witch just banged on the door. 
I said, “What do you want?” 

The witch said, “I am looking for 
my pet bunny.” 

I said, “I haven’t seen a bunny.” 
The witch said, “I am sorry if I did 

any harm.” 
I said, “No you didn’t.” 

“Thank you,” said the witch. 
And we lived happily ever after. 

All About Jacob
BY JACOB NIXON

My name is Jacob. I have one 
brother named Malachi who is in fourth 
grade at Starr King. I have three dogs 
named Daisy, Michael, and Peter. I 
think you will enjoy learning more 
about me because I like to read and 
can tell you about good books to read, 
like Dog Man. 

I like to do many things such as 
play pillow volleyball when I am in-
side and do free throws in basketball 
with my cousin and my aunt and my 
brother when we are outside. I also 
like to scooter with my brother. I like 
pepperoni pizza because it is good. 
My favorite movie is Black Panther 
because he is cool. 

In conclusion, I am proud of how 
I am good at dancing and singing. I 
dream that I can visit Granada. 

How to Make a Great Birthday
BY CARL MCGEHEE

Ingredients:
1 gallon of Embassy Suites
9 cups of pancake mix
9 cups of fried Oreos
1 gallon of ice cream
1 cup of swimming
2 gallons of movies

Directions:
First, stir in 1 gallon of Embassy Suites 

for fun.
Next, spread 9 cups of pancake mix, 

because it’s good to eat.
Then, layer 9 cups of Oreos, because 

they are delicious.
After, mix 1 gallon of ice cream, be-

cause it’s cold and good. 
Then, grate 1 cup of swimming, because 

it helps you teach your family to 
swim.

Last, grate 2 gallons of movies. 
Combine all the ingredients, and you’ll 

have the best birthday ever!

Favorite Food 
LYRIC WHITE

Ingredients:
8 teaspoons of love
7 cups of friends
6 tablespoons of flavor
9 tablespoon of veggies
21 teaspoons of sugar
12 cups of soda

Directions:
Stir 8 teaspoons of love
Grill 7 cups of friends
Taste 4 gallons of flavor
Simmer 9 tablespoons of veggies 
Fry 21 teaspoons of sugar
Dip 12 cups of soda

About Kingston
BY KINGSTON MORRIS

I am going to tell you about Kings-
ton. I am from Africa. I have one 
brother and one sister. I have lots of 
puppies and two baby bunnies. Another 
interesting thing about my culture and 
family is that every Christmas, we go to 
Las Vegas. I think you will enjoy learn-
ing more about me, because I know a lot 
about sharks. 

I like to play with my bunnies and 
put them in little jackets when I am 
inside and hike in the woods when I 
am outside. Another hobby I have is 
playing Fortnite. I am good at cooking 
fish, lobster, and shrimp. My favorite 
food is ice cream, because it is cold and 
relaxing. My favorite movie is Count 
Dracula, because he is the best vampire. 

I am proud of my bunnies. I am also 
proud of the world because it has a lot 
of gravity. It gives us our natural food, 
and it keeps us safe. We have to protect 
it, and we cannot litter. I dream that I 
could be a millionaire and help people 
in need. I would give them money so 
they can get a job and buy them food 
and a house so they can get everything 
they need.  

To the Movies and Park with Friends
BY KALIYAH MOZEKE

One day, I went to the movies and 
saw a friend of mine being sad at the 
movie Aladdin. We left at 2:00. We went 
to my house and got some sour food 
snacks, drinks, and then we went to 
the park. Then we went back home and 
went to sleep. That day made me feel 
happy! Because I got to see my friends 
and then we got cotton candy and cake. 

My Friend A’Nijha
BY MARSEAN ROBINSON

Did you know that my friend 
A’Nijha loves music? My friend A’Nijha 
is from San Francisco. She has one 
brother. She has a dog and cat. Her 
dog’s name is Flor and her cat’s name 
is Catnip. Another interesting thing 
about A’Nijha’s culture and family is 
that they eat beans and rice. I think 
you will enjoy learning more about her 
because she plays games. Her favorite 
game is Fortnite.

My friend likes to do many things 
such as play PS4 when she is inside 
and play with her scooter when she is 
outside. Another hobby is to play at the 
park. A’Nijha’s favorite movie is The 
Grinch because it is about Christmas 
time. 

In conclusion, my friend is proud of 
her math work. Two talents she has are 
whistling and tap dancing. When she 
grows up, she wants to visit Las Vegas, 
because that’s where her great auntie 
lives. She also wants to be like her mom. 
She dreams to be the president because 
she would change unfair laws.

When I Went to A Carnival
BY BLAKE VERDUN

Have you ever been to a carnival? 
One day I went to a carnival with my 
mom. It was warm like a heater. I was 
outside. I saw a lot of people! I smelled 
food like hotdogs. I had a good day 
because all the rides were so fun. When 
the carnival was over, we went home. 
We took two busses. The ride was long. I 
brushed my teeth, put on some pajamas 
and went to sleep.
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that guy from France who smiled way 
too fiercely, I always messed things up.  
My lips would miss their cheek, and 
accidently hit their lip; I’d prematurely 
stop at two kisses, leaving them puck-
ered up in mid-air awaiting the third. 
I’d hug too much air, or too little.  

I suspect that the cheek kissing 
crowd was purposely messing with me, 
changing their choreography each time, 
no doubt guided by the latest Cheek 
Kisser Today magazine or app. The 
encounter felt like a battle between two 
barnyard fowl, which the cheek kissing 
promulgator always won, strutting off 
in triumph, leaving me humiliated and 
smaller.

And that, my friends, sums up my 
relationship with San Francisco.

I’ve lived in San Francisco for 
more than half my life.  I own property 
here, publish a community newspaper, 
raised a daughter, even ran for City 
Supervisor.  Yet I still feel like the guy 
who wasn’t invited to the party being 
held right next door by cheek kissers 
who insist that we’re dear friends.  In 
San Francisco FOMO isn’t a form of 
paranoia. It’s real.

I’m not alone in this feeling.  There 
are lots of people, rich and poor, black, 
white, brown who know, deep in their 
San Franciscan hearts, that the City 
wouldn’t cross the street to say hello to 
them, or worse, might stop abruptly in 
front of them, pause for a long moment, 
turn on hazard lights, and pretend that 
no one’s behind them.  

Old school lesbians, with their 
ill-fitting jeans and fondness for 
unfashionable vests, were chased to 
the East Bay long ago, replaced by 
drag queens, who gamely took over 
the job of portraying womanhood’s 
best characteristics. African Ameri-
cans?  Forget about it.  San Francisco, 
reluctantly made aware that almost 
its entire black population had been 
displaced by redevelopment and home 
foreclosures, came up with the most 
San Francisco of solutions.  Buy the 
Golden State Warriors and move them 
from Oakland, thereby doubling the 
City’s black population.  A bonus is that 
every one of the players has a sponsor 
to watch over them!  

San Francisco is like an exquisitely 
attired man, woman, or gender-binary-
being sitting at a lux-artsy bar, care-
lessly anticipating the next round of 
complimentary handcrafted cocktails, 
inevitably sent over by a new admirer.  
He, she, they are always faux-happy to 
see you, ready to give the most elabo-
rate of cheek kisses, but quickly gets 
distracted, looking over your shoulder 
to scrutinize that cute billionaire-
philosopher-creative-entheogenic 
drug dealer who just walked in.  If you 
don’t have a show, you may as well not 
show up. 

The best metaphor for San Fran-
cisco politics might be a large, unruly, 
dog kennel.  A cacophony of small dogs 
constantly barking, with a whiff of filth 
and corruption hanging in the air.  Most 
of the important things – preparing 
school lunches, deciding what streets to 
clean, and who gets playtime – happens 
behind closed doors, decided by largely 
unseen powers.  Occasionally, an out-
sized “woof” is heard – the FBI arrests 
a City Supervisor or department head; a 
homeless person dies of exposure under 
a playground’s monkey bars – momen-
tarily stunning the smaller creatures 
into silence.  But never for long.

Large corporations regularly 
swagger into San Francisco as if they 
own it, only to ultimately wake up on 
the sidewalk, drool pooling at their 
mouths, pockets empty, regretting 
that they ever bought that first round 
of drinks.  Each of them thought they 
were indispensable to San Francisco’s 
economy and culture.  Until quite sud-
denly, they weren’t.  The list of build-
ings etched with the names of former 
grand occupants would fill a Colma 
cemetery:  Bank of America, Bechtel, 
Caterpillar, Esprit, Folgers, Hills 
Brothers Coffee.  Who knows who’s 
next?  Charles Schwab? Uber? Visa?  

Everyone’s disposable in San 
Francisco.  Perhaps the only one who 
wasn’t was the late San Francisco 
Chronicle columnist Herb Caen.  His 
Twitter-anticipating style of journal-
ism pulled together San Francisco’s 
knotted cultural strands in a way that, 
for a snappy moment, seemed to suggest 
that the City had a soul.  If it did it left 
a long time ago, decamping to Santa 
Fee, maybe, or Boise, where the schools 
are better. 

San Francisco alters its personal-
ity more often than most people wash 
their clothes.  The 1980s Bacchanalian 
celebration of gay liberation was 
abruptly chopped down by the HIV/
AIDs epidemic, effectively ruining sex 
for the next few decades. San Francis-
cans naturally turned to the next best 
sins, gluttony and greed.  The City 
morphed from being a place in which 
scoring a delicious burrito or plate of 
chow mien for less than $5 gave one 
bragging rights, to one where it’s con-
sidered normal to pay a day’s worth of 
minimum wage for a burger soaked in 
rare truffles topped with foam spat up 
by an irritated oyster.  So expensively 
yummy! Artsy Burning Man types 
pushed back, with ideas about the “gift 
economy” and radical participation, 
only to be themselves pushed out, their 
live-work warehouses transformed 
into million-dollar condominiums, 
crafted by the cup coffeemakers at the 
retail level.  

San Francisco’s natural loveliness 
used to be accentuated by its built 
environment.  But we no longer seem to 
know how to properly put on makeup, 
slathering it on too thick, using the 
wrong products.  Everything beautiful 
that’s constructed here was erected 
long ago.  The Golden Gate Bridge, 
Victorians, Alamo Square, Golden Gate 
Park, the Cliff House, all creations of 
people who are dead.  The one big ex-
ception, the recently renovated Crissy 
Field, reflects an attempt to undue 
past mistakes, returning marshland 
to what it was before we messed it up.  
The effect is like living in a great-aunt’s 
graciously appointed mansion, filled 
with doilies and sliding doors that 
pretend to serve as walls, but never 
enough plugs to charge your phone.  

Most of what’s new is at least 
slightly parasitic, feeding off past 
beauty and still present wonderous 
topographies and vistas.  San Fran-
cisco tolerates Mission Bay because it 
produces enough wealth to buy the next 
round of drinks.  Plus, we had to put the 
Warriors somewhere.  The Salesforce 
Tower speaks for itself.  The residents 
of freshly built South-of-Market lux-
rises, admiring their vast views, don’t 
really live in San Francisco, but occupy 
it.  The famous foggy air neither enters 
nor departs their hermetically sealed 
edifices. 

Then there’s the excruciating 

wealth/technology divide that produces 
an uncomfortable science fiction effect.  
Great expectations unfolding on top of 
a bewildering present.  Not long ago 
I was walking down the 18th Street 
pedestrian bridge over Highway 101.  
As I entered the downhill slope, I heard 
what sounded like a deranged voice 
shouting from a source I couldn’t see.  
At the bottom of the ramp, I encoun-
tered a screaming man lying on a tat-
tered sleeping bag, just as a driverless 
Waymo vehicle glided silently past on 
the adjacent street.  

It’s was an apt tableau.  San Fran-
cisco’s perfect future might well be 
driverless and passenger-less vehicles, 
continually traversing an elegant city 
that’s at its best when gleefully ignor-
ing potential disturbances.  Which is 
why tourists have always loved San 
Francisco most.  They know they’re 
short-timers, temporary visitors who 
are happy to just bask for a while in 
the glow of such a wonderful city.  The 
hearts they leave behind are quickly 
sautéed and served on a bed of Ya-
mashita spinach.

This angry comic rant, which 
was written before the COVID-19 
pandemic (i.e., a lifetime ago) was 
inspired by conversations Moss had 
with several individuals about San 
Francisco:  a Haight Street native who 
is itching to move to Oregon, fed up 
with “how hard” the City is; a venture 
capitalist who claimed that every San 
Francisco-based company he’s working 
with wants to relocate; an import from 
Michigan, who for decades insisted 
that she’d never leave San Francisco, 
but is now “done.”

PUBLISHER’S VIEW from page 2

Brooks, will continue her daily ac-
tivities for the Potrero TAY program, 
distributing emergency food boxes 
and referrals. We will have a daytime 
janitorial professional disinfecting all 
touchable surfaces,” said Hatter. 

The YMCA of San Francisco is 
closed throughout the City until April 7. 

The San Francisco Unified School 
District (SFUSD) is providing remote 
or virtual options for families to regis-
ter for the school year 2020-21 during 
May Placement, also known as round 
2. The May Placement Application is 
at sfusd.edu/onlineapp.  Families that 
didn’t apply by the January 17 should 
do so by April 10. Those that submitted 
in the March Placement Period and 
want to change their school assign-
ments should participate in the May 
Placement Period.

California College of the Arts 
(CCA) is offering remote instruction 
through May 8. CCA’s residence halls 
will stay open for students who need 
campus housing. Tours, admissions 
events, public events, and exhibitions 
have been postponed indefinitely. 

Julie Christensen, Green Benefit 
District, executive director, said most 
day-to-day activities, like sidewalk 
cleaning and park maintenance, are on 
a restricted schedule to protect work-
ers.  “The GBD monthly newsletter 
will continue to be posted at the end of 
each month. Group activities like board 
and project meetings will be conducted 
via video conference. Members of the 
public who wish to participate will 
find information on how to do so in the 
GBD calendar. Volunteer work parties 
that normally occur each spring will 
be postponed. GBD-maintained parks 

and public spaces will remain open. We 
advise neighbors to use caution when 
coming into contact with surfaces in 
public places,” said Christensen.

The Starr King Open Space (SKOS) 
remains open.  “We only ask that people 
follow the appropriate guidelines for 
social distancing. Also, because the 
space is entirely maintained by volun-
teers, we request that people pick up 
after themselves,” said Matt Nessier, 
SKOS board president. The Spring 
Wildflower Mimosa Walks have been 
canceled. 

Individuals can participate virtu-
ally in a SKOS Wildflower Walk project 
with the free app iNaturalist. “Once 
downloaded, all you do is search for 
Starr King Open Space under “Proj-
ects” and join. People then use the im-
ages and geo-location to hunt for each 
flower on their own. If people want to 
contribute they can become Observers 
and add what they find,” said Nessier. 

Following the March 13 order by 
San Francisco Health Office Dr. Tomas 
Aragon requiring the closure of bars 
and nightclubs catering to 100 people 
or more, some restaurants, such as 
School Night, shutdown.  Others, like 
STEM Kitchen & Garden, are offering 
take-out during more limited hours. 
They’re also taking additional steps 
to ensure cleanliness, by removing all 
self-service and communal condiments 
and other items, sanitizing high-touch 
surfaces frequently and rigorously, and 
enforcing personal hygiene and health 
reporting policies for staff 

Goat Hill Pizza, which has loca-
tions in Potrero Hill, South-of-Market, 
and West Portal is allowing customers 
to order food on-line and over the phone 
for take-out and delivery. Longbridge 
Pizza Co., in Dogpatch is open during 
normal hours for take-out. 

Recchiuti Confections, with loca-
tions in Dogpatch and the Ferry Build-
ing has paused service until April 8. 
The company’s online store is still open, 
but orders won’t be shipped until the 
City’s shelter-in-place ordinance has 
been lifted. 

“Recchiuti’s products are preserva-
tive-free, freshly made, and have a very 
short shelf-life,”said  Cara Loffredo, 
e-commerce and marketing manager 
at Recchiuti Confections. “We hold 
very high standards in quality. We will 
not be able to sell many of the confec-
tions that were freshly made before 
the ordinance to customers.” Loffredo 
said clients can support the company 
through online orders and purchasing 
gift cards.  

“My entire industry has been 
wiped out. People are trying to resched-
ule events for the later in the year. The 
future is uncertain,” said Sarah Davis, 
an event planner in Mission Bay, who 
has been working from home.  

“Some of my daughter’s teachers 
provided her with online lessons in 
Google Classroom,” said Davis, whose 
daughter Olivia is a freshman at Gali-
leo High School. “Others don’t use it. 
It’s unclear what she will be doing for 
the next few weeks.”  

Davis said SFUSD needs volun-
teers to distribute free food to families 
at school sites throughout the City.

Susan Eslick, a graphic designer, 
said her Dogpatch clients who offer 
design and architectural services have 
asked employees to work from home. 
“This has required company computers 
being sent to the employees’ homes, 

COVID-19 RESPONSE from page 3

COVID-19 RESPONSE continues on page 14
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and new sets of company protocols 
and procedures be put in place. For 
younger employees, working from 
home presents its own set of challenges, 
working with roommates and distrac-
tions, managing personal fears and 
uncertainties,” said Eslick.  “Everyone 

is scared and confused. I think our 
district is facing the same challenges 
and concerns as the entire city and the 
country at large.  We are in uncharted 
waters. We are in the middle of history 
in the making.”

COVID-19 RESPONSE from page 13

Got something you need to sell? Have a service you provide? Our 
Classified Ad section is just the place for you! Cost: Each classified ad is 
$25 for up to 200 characters, including spaces. A 20-percent discount 
will be provided for ads paid for six months in advance.  Payment, and/
or corrections, must be received by the 18th of each month for the ad to 
appear in the following month’s issue. Please email all classified ads to 
office@potreroview.net.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Writer's Companion
View editor available to work with 
writers at all levels. Groups also 
available. $50/hour. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Muir Beach Studio and House
Walking distance to the beach, with 
the crashing waves visible and audible. 
No need to interact with anyone but 
your lovely selves. And we have plenty 
of toilet paper! 

Studio: Cozy studio comfortable for 
two-people. Includes kitchenette 
and private patio with views of the 
crashing waves. $125/night plus 
cleaning fee, two-night minimum. 
Editor@potreroview.net or 
415.643.9578.

House: Three bedrooms, two full 
baths, with deck with views of the 
crashing waves. $300/night plus 
cleaning fee, two-night minimum. 
Editor@potreroview.net  
or 415.643.9578.

Student for Hire
Experienced camp counselor, home 
prematurely from college, available for 
sitting, tutoring, and soccer coaching/
playing, four to 12 years olds, $15/hour.  
Sara, call or text 415.872.2254.

Subscription Salespeople Wanted
Minimum wage, intermittent work.
Editor@potreroview.net

Freelance Writers Wanted
Modest pay, interesting assignments. 
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES

NEW AD FORMAT
FROM THE VIEW!

Let your neighbors know
what you have to offer!

Contact us: 
415.643.9578  |  production@potreroview.net

PREPAY: 2” x 2” 2” x 4”

6 months $345. $690.

12 months $555. $1,110.

Legal Notices
The View now accepts legal notices. 
Please contact: production@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 
to the View through SF Community Power; 
consider including your favorite newspaper 
in your trust.
Correspondence to:

296 Liberty Street, San Francisco 94114

Outreach April 2020
Board of Supervisors Public Access and Remote Participation 

n accordance ith o ernor e som s state ide order for all residents to Stay at ome,  the � ce of the Cler  of the oard of 
Super isors ill egin to pro ide ser ices remotely Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.  5:00 p.m. Employees ill e chec ing their 
emails and voicemails frequently to answer your questions. Members of the public are highly encouraged to utilize the many resources 
pro ided y the � ce of the Cler  of the oard to access information, remain updated, and participate remotely. For information on 
how to participate in the legislative process remotely, including providing public comment, please visit www.sfbos.org.
Your answers matter. Your immigration status does not.

The 2020 Census is for e eryone e en if you re not a citi en. The go ernment cannot legally share your ans ers ith any person 
or agency. And, there is no question about your citizenship status.

hen you do the Census, you help e eryone, especially immigrant communities, get the social ser ices they need and deser e.
Count yourself in efore May. Visit my2020census.go  or call 844 330 2020 to get started. 
Find a Census elp Center that spea s your language at sfcounts.org.

The San Francisco Police epartment o ers uali ed applicants the opportunity to ma e a positi e di erence in our citi ens  daily 
li es and to eep our community safe. e encourage you to apply today to see ho  you can ecome one of San Francisco s 
Finest. To learn more, call 415 837 7270 or isit sanfranciscopolice.org careers.

ET T E SA A  A  E EF TS �  ESE VE. earn to identify your alue, ho  to conduct o ecti e mar et research 
and de elop persuasi e strategies ith the AA  or  Smart Salary egotiation or shop designed for omen presented 

y the F E S of the Commission on the Status of omen, in partnership ith the Commission epartment on the Status of 
omen.  Ta e the F EE and self paced e course at friendscos .org online or register for an in person or shop at friendscos .

org e ualpay. For more information, call 415.779. 3 .

SF� ental Car Companies eed Suppliers  Ser ice Pro iders

Come to SF� as e oin do ens of airports across the country in connecting rental car companies and small usinesses on 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020, from 9:30 am  12:00 pm. earn ho  the Airport Concession isad antaged usiness Enterprise �AC E� 
program can help you do business with airport rental car companies. 
https: .sur eymon ey.com r SF� CCSupplier�utreach

The City and County of San Francisco encourage pu lic outreach.  Articles are translated into se eral languages to pro ide etter 
pu lic access.  The ne spaper ma es e ery e ort to translate the articles of general interest correctly.  o lia ility is assumed y 
the City and County of San Francisco or the ne spapers for errors and omissions.
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care and concern doing the best that everyone can to help feed our community and extend a help-
-

to work our way through this together.  You are beyond awesome!

And thanks also to the order takers, the delivery drivers, the warehousemen and all along the 
grocery chain to try each day to get products to the stores when there is so much demand.  Every-

should be very proud of you.  Thank you for all the long hours and the hard work …we have daily 

our hard working team. 

and your support makes it all worthwhile … we are a wonderful community full of kind and caring 

challenge.  But so very important is this message ….

Thank you for shopping at The Good Life

We will keep these hours to allow for stocking and cleaning in 

Hopefully this will end soon and  
we can resume more “normal” hours.
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