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BY BETTINA COHEN

A distillery switched from making 
spirits to hand sanitizer. A factory that 
normally manufactures messenger 
bags and backpacks is fabricating 
fabric face masks. The COVID-19 pan-
demic, and associated shelter-in-place 
(SIP) orders, have caused businesses 
deemed non-essential to radically alter 
their operations to stay open, forced 
others to temporarily close, and demon-
strated the adaptability of production, 
distribution and repair companies to 
meet a pandemic head-on. 

In response to the public health 
emergency, the City and County of San 
Francisco (CCSF) moved to shutdown 
most social interactions on March 
17, 12 days after the City’s first two 
confirmed COVID-19 cases. Cessation 
of normality was intended to slow the 
contagion’s spread, giving hospitals 
time to prepare for a surge in patients 
gravely ill with the novel coronavirus. 
Two days after the SIP went into ef-
fect, Governor Gavin Newsom issued a 
statewide stay-at-home directive. 

San Francisco recorded its first 
COVID-19 death on March 24. Con-
firmed cases climbed, the death toll 

Merchants Struggle to 
Survive, Thrive, During 
Historic Challenge

BY JOHN WILLIAM LAW

A group of Potrero Hill residents, 
with assistance from Hibiscus Studio, 
is creating a “Poppy Path” from Wis-
consin and Coral streets to 23rd and 
Arkansas streets. The walkway will 
be lined with native plants – includ-
ing poppies – as a means to create a 
beautiful and calming perambulation 
between Starr King Elementary School 
and the Potrero Hill Recreation Center. 

Poppy Path Planned for 
Potrero Hill

Poppy Path, looking towards Wisconsin Street on 23rd Street. IMAGE: Courtesy of Hibiscus Studio

A bear in the window on Mississippi Street reminds all passersby to wash their hands. 
IMAGE: Avalon Edwards

rose. The City’s SIP order, originally 
scheduled to expire April 7, was ulti-
mately extended to the end of May. As 
this article went to press, San Fran-
cisco’s Department of Public Health 
had reported 1,216 COVID-19 cases, 
with roughly 20 fatalities.

The Potrero Dogpatch Merchants 
Association (PDMA) responded to 
members’ pleas to publicize businesses 
that remained open, adding an online 
Open for Business directory to its 
website, www.potrerodogpatch.com/
open-for-business. 

“This Open for Business campaign 
is in response to some of our members 
asking, ‘Can you help us get the word 
out,’” said PDMA president Keith 
Goldstein. “I saw some scattered ap-
proaches on Nextdoor.com. I figured 
PDMA would be a really good central-
ized resource.”

Goldstein emailed more than 3,000 
residents, asked other community 
groups to post the Open for Business 
link on their websites, and advertised 
in The Potrero View. ARCH Art Sup-
plies, Christopher’s Books, Centered 
Body Pilates, Center Hardware, and 

According to Jennifer Serwer, 
Hibiscus Studio designer, the area is 
presently marred by litter, unkempt 
sidewalks and rusted cyclone fencing. 

“We hope it will increase the com-
fort of walking along this route, and it 
will showcase the natural beauty and 
lovely views of this underused site,” 
she said.

Serwer explained that the idea 

BY AZUL DAHLSTROM-ECKMAN

During almost two months of 
sheltering-in-place parks and open 
spaces have become central to main-
taining people’s health and sanity. 
Many of the largely community-created 
commons in Dogpatch and Potrero Hill 
are kept up, in part, by the NW Potrero 
Hill/Dogpatch Green Benefit District 
(GBD).   

The GBD provides “…additional 
maintenance and capital improvements 
to parks, sidewalks and open spaces 
within a designated area, in addition to 
the City’s existing level of baseline ser-
vices,” according to the San Francisco 
Department of Public Works’ website. 

There are 18 Community Benefit 

NW Potrero Hill/Dogpatch 
Green Benefit District 
Elects New Board Members

Districts (CBD) in the City, which dif-
fer from San Francisco’s sole GBD in 
that they concentrate “on the creation 
of economically viable neighborhood 
business districts”, according to the 
San Francisco Office of Economic 
and Workforce Development, which 
administers the CBD program. The 
GBD’s website states that it’s the first 
and only of its kind “…to focus pri-
marily on parks, greening, and public 
realm improvements in a residential 
neighborhood”. 

The GBD is a nonprofit organiza-
tion run by an elected 15-person board 
of directors composed of residential 
and commercial property owners, 

POPPY PATH continues on page 6
MERCHANTS continues on page 13

GBD ELECTIONS continues on page 6
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“During negative tides you can 
walk along the seashore all the way 
from Muir Beach to Pirate’s Cove,” 
the old-timer said. “I did it once with 
my dog, when he was a pup. Had to 
carry him over boulders the size of 
haystacks.”

I was smitten. Pirate’s Cove is a 
small Marin County beach decorated 
with driftwood, piles of which are 
sometimes artfully arranged into se-
cret sculptures by day trippers. It’s ac-
cessible by a meandering up and down 
four-mile cliff edge hike from Muir 
Beach. The last 100 yards consists of a 
steep, often muddily ragged, trail. I’ve 
visited the cove in this manner many 
times. But the idea of approaching it 
from shore, after traversing multiple 
tidepools and normally submerged 
rock gardens, thrilled me. 

The old-timer had given me what 

amounted to a lost map to pirate’s 
treasure. I intended to use it.

I’ve been a dedicated tide-pooler – 
searching out sea creatures and hidden 
crevices in temporary shallow pools 
revealed by low tides – since I was a 
boy. The activity is an exhilarating 
adventure, with a tang of challenging 
discovery. It takes skill and strength 
to navigate slick, newly daylit, rocks, 
and keen eyes to spot (partially) un-
derwater life: tiny fish, eel, anemones, 
crustaceans, mollusks, slugs, and the 
stellar species, starfish. Corpses of 
birds, sea lions, even whale bones might 
be found. There’s the human detritus, 
not all of it pure toxic garbage: way-
ward buoys, polished bits of glass, salty 
toys from faraway lands. Everything’s 
being revealed for the first time, at least 

PUBLISHER’S VIEW continues on page 11

SHORT CUTS continues on page 14

Merchants

The Good Life Grocery is limiting 
customers at its Potrero Hill store to 
five at a time. Raises have been given 
to all employees, along with bonuses 
and unlimited paid sick leave…San 
Francisco Natural Medicine is seeing 
chronic patients who receive injec-
tions, as well as offering telemedicine...
Rickshaw Bagworks is selling masks, 
which can be picked up curbside…The 
Wine House is offering free delivery for 
orders over $150, or curbside pickup; 
business is down 40 percent.  

Shelter

The American Industrial Center, 
on Third Street, waived April rent for 
all of its tenants…In 2019 the Dog-
patch Neighborhood Association voted 
unanimously to extend the Dogpatch 
25th Street Homeless Navigation 
Center’s lease by three years. In April 
conversations with Emily Cohen, the 
Mayor’s Office Homelessness Policy 
Advisor, prompted the DNA executive 
board to submit a letter to the Port of 
San Francisco endorsing a five-year 
extension. Kudos to a compassionate 
community!

Construction

Construction projects that include 
affordable housing were deemed “essen-
tial” by local and state officials, exempt 
from shelter-in-place requirements. 
As a result, the pounding of hammers 
reverberates throughout Southside…

Work continues at 691 China Basin 
Street, a 152-unit apartment complex 
being developed by Mercy Housing for 
low-income households who earn up to 
60 percent of Area Median Income. The 
project sprawls over the entire block 
of Merrimac Street, from opposite 
the Mission Bay Kids’ Park on China 
Basin Street, to across from Park Lab 
Community Garden on Mission Bay 
Boulevard North. Construction began 
a year ago, with a targeted opening 
in 2021… Site preparation continues 
at Mission Rock, a 28-acre former 
parking lot located between Third 
Street and Terry Francois Boulevard 
at Pier 48 on China Basin’s south bank, 
across from Oracle Park. The 12-block 
district will have towers topping out at 
240 feet, and include 1,200 residential 
units, 40 percent affordable for low- to 
moderate-income households. Mission 
Rock developers reflect a partnership 
between the San Francisco Giants, 
Tishman Speyer and the Port of San 
Francisco. Mission Rock’s first phase 
is expected to open in 2023 with a 
five-acre waterfront park, two towers 
offering 540 housing units, and a pair 
of commercial buildings featuring 
550,000 square feet of office space. 

Typeface

Last month Letterform Archive, 
located on Mariposa Street, opened an 
online digital collection of thousands 
of years of typographical artifacts to 
the public. The trove of documents 

Editor,

My question may be trivial in light of the current pandemic, but I wanted 
to reach out regarding the article about the proposal for a cannabis dispensary 
at 667 Mississippi Street (March 2020, “Residents Worry that Dogpatch May 
Become Dopepatch”). 

The widely accepted east-west border between Dogpatch and Potrero Hill is 
Pennsylvania Avenue, and the adjacent 280 freeway extension, with residences/
businesses with addresses east of Pennsylvania being in Dogpatch. Mississippi 
Street is west of Pennsylvania and is technically in Potrero Hill. So, while Dog-
patch residents may be concerned given the number of existing and proposed 
dispensaries in the area, isn’t this particular proposal more of a Hill issue? 

Mike Rabanal
Mississippi Street 

Letters to the Editor

 $60 Subscription      $120 Subscription-Benefactor

 Other contribution amount $ 

Please send my one-year subscription to: 

FULL NAME  EMAIL ADDRESS

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

 Enclosed is my check. Please send, along with this form, to:

The Potrero View, 1459 18th St., #214, S.F., CA 94107

 I am sending my payment via PayPal to office@potreroview.net.

I love the View and would be delighted 
to support it.YES!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
The View celebrates its 50th BIRTHDAY THIS AUGUST.  
Subscribe today to help celebrate this milestone. The 
View currently has 64 subscribers; to continue to survive, 
we need to reach at least 200. 
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BY JESSICA ZIMMER

During the first quarter of 2020 
Mission Bay biotechnology companies 
and nonprofits pivoted from research-
ing a wide variety of illnesses to focus-
ing principally on creating COVID-19 
diagnostic tests, medical interventions, 
and vaccines. Some of these entities 
now face supply chain delays and shut-
downs. They’re working to source the 
live animals and chemicals needed for 
their work from Bay Area companies.

In March, Gladstone Institutes, a 
biomedical research nonprofit located 
on Owens Street, sought approval from 
federal, state, and local governments to 
work with a live strain of COVID-19, 
so as to develop new medical therapies 
and vaccines.

Mission Bay Biotech Companies 
Join the Fight Against COVID-19

“Local residents should be confi-
dent that the one room in the building 
where work will be done will be 
confined and secure,” said Dr. Deepak 
Srivastava, Gladstone Institutes presi-
dent and a pediatric cardiologist at the 
University of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF) Benioff Children’s Hospital. 
“They should also be proud that local 
researchers are a part of the effort to 
combat this disease.” 

According to Srivastava, accessing 
the laboratory will require penetrating 
several layers of physical barriers, 
as well as multiple digital security 
obstacles. “Under no circumstances 
will the air in the room be released 
from it, even in the event of a disaster. 
Employees in the room will wear full 
respirator suits. They will also have to 

undergo training to do work there,” 
said Srivastava. 

The building, in which roughly 
50 Gladstone Institutes staff will 
research COVID-19, houses the Glad-
stone Institute for Virology and Im-
munology. Srivastava said Gladstone 
Institutes and UCSF are closely affili-
ated independent entities which often 
collaborate. 

“When it comes to COVID-19, 
we’re working as a team with UCSF 
and other colleagues in the Bay Area,” 
said Srivastava. 

Gladstone’s anticipated live strain 
research is part of a tri-pronged ef-
fort to combat COVID-19. “The first 
project is development of a better 

BIOTECH continues on page 13

Not all Masks 
Medicinal
BY STEVEN J .  MOSS

In mid-April the City and County 
of San Francisco ordered its residents 
to wear face coverings when wait-
ing in line, shopping, riding public 
transportation, and engaging in other 
social activities. Although the evidence 
is inconclusive, masks may prevent 
the spread of viruses from the wearer; 
multiple layers of fine woven fabric 
covering the nose and mouth filter 
aerosol droplets. 

However, most “consumer masks” 
are designed to protect the wearer from 
inhaling dust, not filter exhalated 
breath. These covers have simple flap-
per valves and an unfiltered exhaust 
port.  The square plastic piece in the 
center of N95 “valved” respirator dust 
masks, prevalent in California as 
protective during wildfires, don’t have 
an exhaust filter. Wearing these masks 
– including reusable “shop” and “dust” 
masks used by woodworkers and home 
renovators – won’t contain the COV-
ID-19 virus. They’re suitable for pro-
tecting the wearer from inhaling par-
ticles, but don’t filter exhaled germs.  
Wearing an unfiltered respirator mask 
isn’t “better than nothing;” it makes 
the wearer a potential germ spreader. 

Masks with an exhaust port may 
be effective against virus transmission 
if the port is filtered.  Sieves can be 
added by stuffing tissue or toweling 
inside the mask, in front of the port, 
or closing it off entirely with tape. 

Deepak Srivastava. Photo: Gladstone Institutes. Ali Ozes (left) and Osman Ozes (right), co-founders of Altay Therapeutics, Inc. 
PHOTO: Derya Ozes

 

Susan Olk
Top Producer, CRS, CLHMS 

LIC# 00788097 

415.279.8835 | SusanOlk@CorcoranGL.com 
www.susanolk.com

Love my clients’ appreciation!

• Over 35 years of experience selling  
real estate in San Francisco

• Over $350,000,000 in sales in  
San Francisco

• Top Producer at Corcoran GL* since 1997

• Certified Residential Specialist and  
Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

• Neighborhood expertise in Upper Market, 
Noe Valley, Bernal Heights, Glen Park, 
Pacific Heights, Hayes Valley, and her own 
neighborhood, Potrero Hill

• #1 Potrero Hill Agent for Over 20 Years

Why work with  
Susan Olk?

*While doing business as Zephyr Real Estate. Each of fice is independently owned and operated.
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BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

 
Like many others, shelter-in-place 

orders and likely lingering constraints 
on large gatherings in the face of public 
health risks has forced the Potrero Hill 
Democratic Club (PHDC) to reorient its 
political organizing efforts.

PHDC meetings can draw up to 50 
people to the Potrero Hill Neighbor-
hood House for presentations on such 
issues as how to adjust to climate 
change and reduce the cascade of cash 
flowing into political campaigns. At-
tendance can swell to upwards of 200 
individuals during electoral debates. 

“We obviously can’t have meetings 
at this time and that’s a big limit on 
what the group can do,” said newly 
elected PHDC president Bill Barnes, 
a Utah Street resident. “How do you 
communicate with people and engage 
in political activity without being able 
to have meetings? It’s a tough thing.”

A chronic core PHDC goal has 
been to register Democratic Party 
supporters to vote. This year it plans 
to expand efforts to increase access to 
mail-in ballots.

“There are always going to be some 
people who want to go to the polling 
place in person and that’s great but 
one of the things we can do to increase 
turnout is by providing people vote-
by-mail ballots,” said Barnes. “If for 
some reason people can’t make it to the 
polling place for work or health or for 
any reason, we can make sure their vote 
gets counted.”

Potrero Hill Democratic Club 
Struggles to Reach Voters

Barnes was elected president at a 
February PHDC meeting, before Mayor 
London Breed’s shelter-in-place order. 
He replaced Colleen McCarthy, who 
at the beginning of the year became a 
field organizer for Swing Left, an orga-
nization that assists Democratic Party 
candidates win Republican-held seats. 
McCarthy decided to step down given 
the amount of travel her job demands.

Barnes has engaged in San Fran-
cisco politics for three decades. He was 
a campaign manager for Mayor Ed Lee, 
chief of staff for state Assemblywoman 
Fiona Ma and served as a legislative 
aide for multiple City supervisors, 
including progressive Chris Daly and 
moderates Michele Alioto-Pier and Jeff 
Sheehy. He currently works as a policy 
advisor in the City Administrator’s 
Office.

Past PHDC presidents include Tony 
Kelly and Joni Eisen, who founded 
the organization in 2007 and serves as 
second vice-president.

Barnes believes that it may be more 
difficult to engage people in politics 
and prioritize voting when they’re 
concerned about their health, their 
family’s well-being, and potentially 
crushing economic challenges. He 
plans to expand the number of PHDC 
newsletter recipients and connect 
members remotely.

In addition to Secretary Patrick 
Doyle, Treasurer Sara O’Neill and 
at-large members J.R. Eppler, Bob Bo-

PHDC continues on page 7

JOHN BORG continues on page 14

BY REBEKAH MOAN

John Borg, who has occupied a 
20th and Illinois streets building for 
almost 30 years, will soon move from 
Dogpatch unless he can find a new 
space for his sustainable schwag en-
terprise. Borg runs Eco Imprints, Inc., 
a City and County of San Francisco 
green-certified product enterprise 
that’s part of Green America’s Green 
Business Network. The company 
distributes custom goods that leave a 
lighter impression on the planet than 
conventional items. Borg’s proprietary 
brand, Steelys Drinkware, is a line of 
reusable stainless-steel cups, bottles, 
straws, and food containers, practical 
alternatives to single-use plastic, which 
glut landfills and pollute the ocean.

In 1992, when the neighborhood 
was considered a sketchy, no-name in-
dustrial area in Potrero Hill’s shadow, 
Borg secured a master lease on the 
Olympia warehouse and became one 

Long-term Dogpatch 
Business Owner and 
Community Activist 
Prepares to be Evicted

of Illinois Street’s first live/work 
residents. He fell in love with the area, 
researched and promoted its industrial 
maritime history, and became a com-
munity activist. 

Borg was among a small group of 
residents who started the Dogpatch 
Neighborhood Association (DNA). He 
served as its first president, lobbied to 
secure the community’s status as an 
historic district, and was part of a cadre 
of activists – which included Goat Hill 
Pizza’s co-owner, Philip De Andrade, 
and View publisher Steven Moss – who 
helped shutter the Hunters Point and 
Potrero power plants. Over the last 
decade as other inhabitants emerged 
to take leading roles, Borg curtailed 
his neighborhood involvement to focus 
on raising his two children, both now 
teenagers, and growing his business. 

The Dogpatch space Borg occupies 
is among the last of many low-density 

John Borg stands at the entrance to his business, Eco Imprints, Inc., with a pallet of metal outdoor cigarette 
butt canisters his company produced for the City to cut waste.  PHOTO: Weston Borg

For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact production@potreroview.net

Green Benefit District
Here’s your chance to check out what’s going on at the Green Benefit 
District from the comfort of your couch. The GBD’s monthly meetings are 
being held online during the shutdown. The next monthly meeting is 6:30 
pm on Wednesday, May 20, 2020. To get sign in information and attend the 
meeting, contact us at info@GreenBenefit.org.

First Saturdays in Dogpatch: A neighborhood-wide event held monthly
Explore neighborhood shops, enjoy great food and drink, discover maker 
market at Center Hardware and 1234 Indiana Street, be inspired at gallery 
openings at Minnesota Street Project. All this and more when it is safe to 
gather again. Meantime, please visit LoveDogpatch.com

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place. As 
monthly meeting are now on hiatus, please visit potreroboosters.org to find 
out the latest news. 

WE'RE 
BACK!
We know you've gotten good 
at making your coffee at 
home, but doesn't a proper 
latte sound AMAZING? 

Come support you local 
coffeehouse.

Hours: Tue-Sun 8am-2pm
Order Online: farleyscoffee.com



5   THE POTRERO VIEWMAY 2020

Tim Johnson 
415.710.9000

tim@timjohnsonSF.com 
www.timjohnsonSF.com
DRE 01476421

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes 
in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

Be Safe.
Stay Well.
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emerged from conversations about how 
to beautify pathways between Starr 
King Open Space, Starr King Elemen-
tary School, the Potrero Health Center, 
and the Potrero Hill Recreation Center. 

“The project vision came out of a 
community meeting with PTA leader-
ship from Daniel Webster and Starr 
King Elementary schools,” she said.  
“My son is in second grade at Starr 
King and that’s how I got involved.” 

Serwer offered to draft plans and 
facilitate design discussions.  Hibiscus 
Studio previously worked on the 22nd 
Street Steps at Connecticut Street, a 
community garden in Hunters Point, 
and permeable landscaping at Alvarado 
Elementary School, among other 
projects.

In March, a group of Potrero Hill 
residents, calling themselves Friends 
of Potrero Hill Recreation Center, 
secured $150,000 through a City and 
County of San Francisco Challenge 
Grant.  Since the project is expected 
to cost more than $200,000 the group 
is raising additional funds, which’ll be 
used to pay for landscaping, walkway 
improvements and installation of a 
viewing platform.

“We will be working with Literacy 
for Environmental Justice for the plant-
ing piece of the project and once we 
have completed design we will be work-
ing with youth and the community on 
the installation,” added Serwer. 

The California Poppy is the state’s 
official flower, indigenous throughout 
California, except the desert. It’s ex-
pected to thrive on the Hill.  

“The effort is expected to build 

community through workshops de-
signed to plan, build, install and 
maintain the project for its duration,” 
Serwer added,

The San Francisco Park Alliance, 
Literacy for Environmental Justice, 
Potrero Neighborhood House and 
Bridge Housing supported the Chal-
lenge Grant application.  Community 
Awareness Resources Entity, the Potre-
ro Annex-Terrace tenants associations, 
and the Potrero Hill Archives Project 
have also been engaged in the effort.

While the concept was inspired by 
the Hill’s people and flora, poppies will 
be a central design theme.  Poppies are 
perennials. The small flowering plants 
bloom in spring and summer, going 
dormant in the winter. 

During World War I 8.5 million 
soldiers died, many on battlefields 
across Western Europe.  Fields and 
forests were marred by carnage.  But in 
1915, an early spring brought sunlight, 
spring showers and warm weather.  
Bright red, orange and yellow flowers 
– poppies – peeked through the scarred 
landscape. This flowering beauty came 
to symbolize peace and remembrance. 

Those interested in helping with 
fundraising or getting involved in the 
project can contact Jennifer Serwer at 
jen@hibiscusstudio.net. Volunteers are 
needed for planting, construction, and 
website design.

POPPY PATH from frontpage

GBD ELECTIONS from frontpage

tenants, and greenspace advocates. The 
district encompasses the area between 
19th and 16th streets to the South and 
North, Potrero and Vermont streets to 

the West and East; as well as within 
Mariposa and Cesar Chavez streets to 
the North and East, and Interstate-280 
and Illinois Street to the West and East. 

The GBD is principally funded 
by a bi-annual assessment charged to 
property owners within the district, 
based on property size and use. Ac-
cording to the GBD’s annual report, the 
organization collected $592,246 in 2019. 
Per property charges range from $23 to 
$39,000. The GBD supplements these 
monies with grants and donations. 

According to Julie Christensen, 
NW Potrero Hill/Dogpatch GBD ex-
ecutive director, the GBD raised more 
than $130,000 in March; $101,000 from 
a municipal Community Challenge, 
$30,000 from a private donation. Chal-
lenge grant funds will be used to estab-
lish electrical service and run lights 
the length of Angel Alley, enhancing 
the pathway as a pedestrian connector 
between North and South Dogpatch. 

The GBD has particularly focused 
on addressing what it calls in its annual 
report “the freeway plague”. Both the 
Hill and Dogpatch have expressways 
running through them. While driving 
on top of these roads affords nice views, 
walking under them can be unpleasant. 
Respondents to GBD’s annual survey 
have consistently ranked “conditions 
around freeways” as their number 
one concern. In response, the GBD 
has helped maintain Progress Park, at 
Indiana and Iowa and 23rd and 25th 
streets, and made landscaping and 
transit-oriented improvements to the 
22nd street Caltrain station

Board of directors have three-year 
terms, which are staggered, with five 
seats up for election annually. “The 

seats are divided proportionally be-
tween Dogpatch and NW Potrero Hill 
based on the proportion of assessment 
dollars, with a minimum of three seats 
for Potrero Hill,” said Christensen. 
“The seats are also designated for 
property owners, tenants and greens-
pace advocates. We make an additional 
effort to have representation from both 
residential and commercial property 
owners and tenants. In short, we try 
to make the board as diverse and as 
representative of the District as we 
can…by issuing open invitations each 
year for candidates and reaching out to 
constituents and to neighborhood or-
ganizations for suggestions. Our board 
members conduct personal searches 
and we try to be as representative of the 
community as possible. We also seek 
out people with professional and other 
talents that can augment the GBD’s 
capabilities.”

Four new board members were 
elected last March, and one incumbent 
was re-elected. Two appointments were 
made to fill vacancies created by resig-
nations or individuals made ineligible 
because they moved or changed jobs. 

“My objective as a GBD board 
member is to leverage technology to 
further our sustainability efforts,” said 
newly elected member Kim Tercero, a 
Dogpatch property owner. “I would 
also like to use my urban planning 
background to ensure our efforts 
are inclusive and reflective of our 
diverse Dogpatch and NW Potrero Hill 
community.”

“I’m excited to help bring the 
Potrero Gateway Park project from 

GBD ELECTIONS continues next page

4040 24th Street | San Francisco, CA 94114
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Melinda Lee 
Your Agent for Good. 

e-Pro, SRES
415.336.0754

melinda@melindalee.realtor
Lic. #01344377

melindalee.realtor

As a Seniors Real Estate Specialist® (SRES®), I am 
uniquely qualified to help you take the next step.

Why work with an SRES®?

Homeowners over 60 often have different needs, goals and 
expectations than others in the market. If you are considering 
a move, my SRES® training and expertise will guide you 
through every part of the process.

• I provide mature clients with the best options and information 
for them to make life-changing decisions about their home.

• Work as a team with family members to provide stability and a 
smooth transaction.

• Provide resources as needed for professional service providers 
(tax accountant, attorney, financial advisor) 

• Develop a plan for work to be done, and coordinate vendors and 
inspections at the family’s request.

• Create a customized marketing plan, coordinating the schedule 
according to the homeowner’s unique needs.

• Above all — listen carefully and communicate clearly to the 
homeowner at a comfortable pace.

I have helped many seniors and their families transition out of big, 
traditional homes into new manageable living styles. Shelter In Place 
is an opportunity to think about ourselves at home, both now and in 
the future. I am happy to talk on the phone, meet face-to-face 
online, or chat by email to hear your questions.

I am your resource — and I’m here to help.
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GBD ELECTIONS from previous page

PHDC from page 4

the drawing board to reality,” said 
appointee Kanwar Kelley, a Hill 
property owner. “Joining the board is 
an amazing opportunity to work with 
a dedicated group of people to make 
our neighborhood streets, parks, and 
sidewalks cleaner, greener, and safer.” 

“I work as chief operations officer 
at No More Dirt, a Bay Area commer-
cial building services company,” said 
Cori Chipman, an elected Dogpatch 
property owner. “I have been involved 
with the Hidden Garden Steps project 
for three years, am an active member 
and host for Quilt, a woman’s collec-
tive, and am a member of Walk San 
Francisco.”

“In the years I’ve lived – 23 – and 
worked – 44 – in Dogpatch I’ve been 
fortunate to meet many inspired and 
passionate neighborhood advocates,” 
George Slack, a Dogpatch property 
owner and re-elected incumbent on 
the board. “With our rapid population 
growth, we have a vital need to create 
new green spaces and maintain exist-
ing ones. I would like to continue my 
board service, working on biodiversity 
habitat and water reclamation.”

“Helping my community and being 
of service to such an influential benefit 
district would be rewarding,” said 
Monique Wallace, a Dogpatch tenant 
recently elected. “I would greatly enjoy 
volunteering my expertise in event 
planning and project management to 
aid with the enhancement of the public 
realm.”

“My first two years on the Board 
was spent helping to implement our 
Jumpstart projects and getting GBD 

landscape maintenance and janitorial 
services in place,” said Kat Sawyer, 
a greenspace advocate who ran as an 
incumbent and was reelected. “I’m 
aiming to have a water workshop for 
GBD residents in the fall to teach 
people about residential scale rainwa-
ter catchment and greywater re-use.” 

Piccino, a restaurant located at the 
corner of Minnesota and 22nd streets, 
recently installed a GBD-inspired rain 
garden that manages runoff from the 
building’s roof. 

“I have seen firsthand what a 
difference green spaces can make in 
a neighborhood,” said Kristel Craven, 
a Dogpatch property owner, who has 
previously served on the board and was 
appointed to fill a vacancy. “I have solid 
organizational and operational experi-
ence, have led diverse teams, met huge 
expectations, am a persistent problem 
solver, and I’m passionate about the 
environment and my community.”

According to its annual report, 
GBD’s 2020 priorities include “assist-
ing the renovation of Esprit Park, by 
managing $835,000 of UCSF’s $5.2 
million contribution towards the park’s 
renovation” as well as working with 
neighbors to create a greenspace on 
California Department of Transporta-
tion property at 17th Street between 
Vermont and San Bruno streets. 

leau and Myles Tucker, John O’Neill, a 
software engineer at Fitbit, a company 
that sells fitness-based smartwatches, 
serves as technology officer. 

Barnes noted that Eppler, who 

functions as Potrero Boosters presi-
dent, recently setup a Zoom conference 
call for that organization. PHDC will 
likely be doing the same. 

“We intend to do all those things 
this year that we normally would do. 
We are just going to try to do them in 
slightly different ways,” said Barnes.

PHDC members are being asked 
to reach out to households in which 
someone has turned 18 recently, as well 
as keep an eye out for new residents 
who may have to update their voting 
address. While there’s no shortage of 
condominium and apartment projects 
popping up, Barnes said the Potrero 
Annex-Terrace housing complex 
experiences constant turnover and is 
a particular area of focus.

In late summer and early fall 
PHDC will field volunteers to com-
municate its political endorsements, 
principally through flyers hung on 

people’s doors. To garner a club com-
mendation a candidate in a single seat 
race must receive at least 60 percent 
of votes cast by regular members. For 
multi-seat races where a candidate 
may not need a majority to win the 
threshold drops to 50 percent.

Barnes said that PHDC’s annual 
summer Shop Local Silent Auction 
may have to be held online this year. 
According to Eisen the sale and 
membership dues are the only way the 
organization raises money.

“Unlike most clubs in the City we 
don’t accept money from candidates 
we’ve endorsed,” she explained, refer-
ring to a pay to play practice in which 
contenders compensate for the slate 
cards that organizations distribute. 
Eisen said supporting clean elections 
was one of the values she instilled 
when founding the organization. 

Love beats large on the 18th Street Bridge. PHOTO: Steven Moss

Claudia Siegel, Realtor®

  Certified esidential Specialist®    Senior eal Estate Specialist®

/  15. 1 .2 11    claudia.siegel compass.com
  claudiasiegel.com    claudiasiegelsf
  E 01 07 5

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes 
only. nformation is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is sub ect to errors  omissions  changes in price  condition  sale  or withdraw without notice. 
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are appro imate. E act dimensions can be obtained by 
retaining the services of an architect or engineer. his is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Meet Your Neighbor

Claudia Siegel is more than ust a ealtor©  shes your otrero 

Hill neighbor. Shes lived on the hill for 20  years as a parent  

dog owner  and green certifiied professional  and she truly 

cares about the neighborhood. Her keen perspective on our 

unique real estate market is as sharp as ever. 

No matter what your goals  Claudia will work to make your 

transaction a successful one. hether you  are selling or buying  

she will work tirelessly to ensure that you get the best possible 

results. 

uying or selling a home in San rancisco is a big deal  

especially in these unprecedented times  why not trust your 

business with a neighbor  
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COMMUNITY  |  MAY
Enrichment to fill your days 
while you stay in pajamas 

Video conferencing is the new norm when it comes to community engagement, 
with numerous civic groups, theater troupes, and exercise troops gathering 
online. Still, sometimes you need to leave the house to visit the doctor, gather 
groceries, or breathe in that fresh Spring air. 

Getting where you need to go, without a car, is more challenging than ever. The 
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) substantially reduced 
service in April, as ridership fell sharply as a result of shelter-in-place orders, 
and Muni staff vulnerable to the coronavirus due to age and existing health 
conditions – operators, mechanics, car-cleaners – stayed home. Just 17 of 79 
Muni service lines are running, 20 percent of transit lines, with the wheels on 
the 10 Townsend, 48 Quintara/24th Street, and 55 16th Street no longer going 
round and round. The N-Judah and T-Third Street streetcars have been replaced 
by buses, with the N serving added stops, and a shortened route for the T-bus. 
The 22-Fillmore continues to serve 18th Street.

Under SFMTA’s Essential Trip Card individuals who are 65 and older and those 
with disabilities can claim an 80 percent discount on regular cab fare for 
essential taxi rides. Customers who pay $12 receive $60 on a debit card for 
taxi trips to the grocery store, pharmacy, or health care facility. The card is only 
valid for travel within San Francisco. Call 311 to access the program, or setup 
an online account at https://sfparatransittaxi.sfmta.com. Drivers disinfect their 
vehicles after every journey. For more information: https://www.sfmta.com/
getting-around/accessibility/paratransit/essential-trip-card.

City Arts and Lectures
San Francisco-based nonprofit City Arts & Lectures offers programs with 
leading figures in arts and ideas. Presented as webcasts or streaming. From $29. 
For more information: www.cityarts.net/events

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at San Francisco State University presents: 
Leah Garchik and Lucy Gray: Backscratching, Mudwrestling, Gossip and 
Complimentary Hors D’Oeuvres; a Career in Journalism
Lucy Gray will host as Leah Garchik, a vegetarian, chews on the old bones  
of her career at The San Francisco Chronicle. Wednesday 5/13/20, 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. $29. Presented online via Zoom Conference. For tickets: https://bit.
ly/2SbqO2f  Find additional programming, courses, and a free speaker series, 
at olli.sfsu.edu

The Moth
Free stories. themoth.org

Livestream Music Festival
Concerts featuring musicians from around the world performing in their 
livingrooms. Every Saturday 12 to 8 p.m. Suggested $10 to $20 donation can  
be made at https://bit.ly/2KEOBTX. Event hosted at https://bit.ly/3cURKLp

The Book Concierge from National Public Radio
More than 2,000 recommendations from NPR staff and critics. Find your next 
book by mixing and matching filters. Free. https://n.pr/2W41vjB

Visit Half Dome at Yosemite National Park
This webcam shows the rock’s sheer face from Ahwahnee Meadow on the Valley 
floor. Don’t be surprised if wildlife wander in and out of the view as you watch. 
Free. https://bit.ly/35ateU7

Monterey Bay Aquarium Sea Otter Cam
Otters frolic and play on camera. 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free. https://bit.ly/3eVEkAU

Printmaking with Cardboard
With supplies around the house, learn printmaking from Yosemite Conservancy 
Art Center staff. Create greeting cards or wall art. https://bit.ly/2VIdyEC

Virtual Bingo (via Zoom Conference)
Download your free virtual bingo board and join MC Preston and tech guru 
Justin every Tuesday and Thursday at 12:30 p.m. For more information on 
downloading your board and joining the game: https://bit.ly/3bJXaci

83 Insanely Popular Dinners
From Tasty.co: chicken, beef, pork/sausage, seafood, and vegetarian/vegan. 
Each with recipe and video. https://bit.ly/3cRHZhm

Free Yoga Classes Online
Find six class descriptions here - https://bit.ly/2KCTOvE
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 Saturday Vigil 4:15 pm 
    Sunday  8:30 am 
          10:00 am 
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   Tuesday   8:30 am 
   Friday    8:30 am 

390 Missouri St 
San Francisco, CA  94107 

415.285.5272 

www. StTeresaSF.org 

St Teresa of Avila’s 
Church is an EPA 
ENERGY STAR®  
cer��ed building. 

We are livestreaming all Masses 
during the Shelter in Place Order.  
Please visit our website for the 
most current informa�on. 
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Quarantine Hat of the Day: 40 Days of Hats, and Counting 
Long-time Potrero Hill residents Gayle Keck (since 1986) and her husband Paul Herman (since 1997) stumbled on a way to have some fun during shelter-in-place. One day, Gayle discovered Paul sporting a replica 
firefighter’s helmet while in the midst of a business call. She snapped a photo, posted to Facebook, and “Quarantine Hat of the Day” was born. Every afternoon, the couple chooses a hat and develop a scene. It helps 
that they’re pack-rats. Gayle makes props, paints Paul’s face and snaps a photo to share on Facebook — 45 of them, as of May 1, and counting! https://www.facebook.com/quarantinehats/ Photos: Courtesy of Gayle 
Keck and Paul Herman.

Day 31: The Pirate
Prep time: One hour, finding the loot 
and props. Special Prop: one-eyed 
parrot

Day 29: The Newsboy
Prep time: 30 minutes, cutting and pasting
Special Prop: custom headlines!

Day 28: The Caveman
Prep time: 30 minutes, including
discovering fire Special Prop: a 
properly lit match (20 tries)

Day 23: The Charlie Chaplin
Prep time: One hour, proper ward-
robing. Special Prop: broom as cane

Day 21: The Carmen Miranda 
Prep time: 30 minutes, jewelry, 
fruit, makeup. Special Prop: fruit 
basket up-top!

BY MAX BLUE

In her 1975 essay “The Laugh of the 
Medusa,” French theorist Helen Cixous 
coined the term Écriture féminine: 
writing by women for women as a 
means of self-examination. By writing 
about pleasure and taking pleasure in 
writing, Cixous posited that composing 
could constitute an act of feminine 
liberation. So, too, it might be with 
visual art, as suggested by a new body 
of work at Altman Siegel in Dogpatch.

In Return to Feeling, pseudony-
mous painter Koak creates a world 
of female characters marked by mel-
ancholy and desire. The twenty-nine 
paintings and drawings on display, all 
dated 2020, continue the artist’s recent 
preoccupation with female nudes of all 

The Human Touch
shapes and sizes, rendered with deli-
cate and exacting line quality. Koak 
only recently broke into the art world 
with these voluptuous figures; in the 
last few years the work has been shown 
across the United States and abroad. 
Before that, she sold small drawings 
and prints at art fairs while earning a 
Master of Fine Arts in Comics from the 
California College of the Arts.

Koak’s paintings vary in size, from 
the central diptych Moat and Bridge, 
each 77.5 by 62 inches, to the smallest 
entry, Trimmed, 15 by 12 inches. Moat 
and Bridge illuminate two sides of an 
emotional spectrum: identical female 
figures seated back to back, one grey 
and melancholic the other orange and 
aroused. Generally, though, Koak 
works in muted tones, shades of blue 

and grey, the few bright colors burst 
forth with sensational vibrancy. 

In Trimmed, depicting a female 
figure with ribbon-like arms, un-
spooling her hair by moonlight, a 
sampling of Koak’s myriad strengths 
are exhibited: delicate, variable line 
quality, mastery over texture – from 
sanded flat to sculptural build-up – and 
a wide-ranging color palette. 

While critics have compared Ko-
ak’s work to Matisse and Picasso, her 
aesthetic owes more to Asian brush 
painting and modern comic books than 
it does to post-impressionism or cub-
ism. The drawings, which are small but 
together fill most of the second room 
in the gallery, brim with narrative. 
The Crush, for example, tells a story 
of desire in the simple act of one figure 
lighting another’s cigarette, while the 
apparent embrace depicted in Disaster 
makes us wonder just what the title is 
getting at.

If a connection must be drawn 
to one of the so-called “old masters,” 
Rodin comes to mind as a more apt 
comparison. The same emotional in-
tensity and movement exhibited in his 
sculptures make Koak’s drawings leap 
off the page. The Hurricane, especially, 
could pass for a rendering of Rodin’s 

Eternal Springtime, c. 1884, showing 
two bodies entwined in a dance-like 
tangle of passion.

Koak’s own sculpture, Bench, is a 
walnut slab with two pairs of bronze 
human arms for legs. The visual pun 
is furthered by the feet of the bench 
– which are in fact hands – straining 
to touch each other beneath the seat. 
Exhibited here is the show’s central 
theme: a straining to achieve feeling 
– physical touch, in this case – that 
develops into an unsettling sense of 
desperate longing.

The exhibit’s emotional and sen-
sorial narrative ultimately ends on a 
melancholy note. An Immovable Mass 
of Longing is a quiet drawing of a 
curled female figure gazing despon-
dently at a wilting rose. A dark cloud 
and an arch-backed black cat envelop 
the figure, signaling a sense of deep 
loss. If Return to Feeling is a love story, 
it’s one of self-love: of painting as a 
form of sensual self-examination and 
empowerment; of viewing as an act of 
empathy and pleasure.

Return to Feeling is on extended 
view at Altman Siegel through mid-
May and can be seen by appointment 
during the shelter in place mandate.

Koak, The Hurricane, 2020. Graphite and casein on pearl grey rag paper. 13.75” x 17.75”.  
IMAGE: Courtesy of Altman Siegel
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Christopher’s
BOOKS

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS:

And the winners are:

Young People’s
Creative Contest

Realizations  By Sami Kingsbury, 15 years old, Arkansas Street

I never noticed the light, the smell, the feeling

Before being told I couldn’t have it

The light, glittering through the trees

Blinding yet I can still see it persisting through the obstacles

Just how we must

The smells

Fresh, moving, spring air

My soul feels alive again

The feeling of appreciation toward what is true

What will always be true

The sun will always rise in the day, being followed by the moon

The air will always be moving quickly from one thing to another

I will always be enlightened by the truth that lies within the simplest things

They are the hidden foundations which form our world 

What we need most now, is the same as it has always been

We need nature to continue thriving

If your creative work appears 

on this page, please present this 

printed issue of The View to each  

of the Sponsors at the bottom of 

this page before May 30 to claim 

your prizes! One prize per winner, 

per retailer, please. Congratulations 

and keep creating, everyone!

Odin Marin, 15, a Missouri Street resident, 
created this composite photograph from two long exposure images. He took the photos after watching a sunset at Sutro Baths with friends. Odin attends Lick-Wilmerding High School.

Sonia Bohuslav, nine, took this photograph 

while her family was driving on a dirt road just 

outside Jackson Hole, Wyoming. She attends 

Adda Clevenger School. 

Della Garcia, 11 years old, took this photograph at the Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park. Della attends San Francisco Friends 
School, and is a Connecticut Street resident.

Still life with homemade pottery, 2020
Elliot Wilson Gass, 6 years old, 
Wisconsin Street

Georgia D’Aloisio is a junior at Ruth 
Asawa School of the Arts. She lives  
in the Bernal Heights neighborhood.

Callie Cesewski is a junior at Ruth 
Asawa School of the Arts. She lives  
in the Excelsior neighborhood.

Jillian Dummel is a freshman at Ruth 

Asawa School of the Arts. She lives in 

the Pacific Heights neighborhood.
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that day, to be seen only by the eyes 
of the intrepid, soon to be lost again. 
Maybe forever. 

Tides are largely shaped by the 
moon, with the sun also a team player. 
When the sun, moon, and Earth are 
aligned – during a new or full moon 
– solar and lunar influences combine 
to create extra-high and extra-low 
tides, known as spring tides. A coastal-
specific average lower low tide is the 
zero mark. During especially negative 
tides, which occur only a handful of 
times a year, tides can be upwards of 
two feet below average.

The first significant negative tide 
near Muir Beach, a foot and a half be-
low the mean, occurred several months 
after the old-timer’s tip, at around 
6:30 a.m. I woke up early that morn-
ing, stuffed a water bottle and extra 
sweatshirt in a knapsack, and headed 
to Muir Beach in darkness. The sound 
of lapping waves and scent of ocean 
air drew me forward. Soon enough, I 
was clamoring across rocks, slipping 
on slick ones, peering into verdant sea 
gardens. My hands and legs became 
tattooed with narrow streaks of blood, 
happy badges of my expedition. 

Crabs leapt off rocks as I ap-
proached, claws raised high in defense. 

“Yo, crabs, chill, I’m not a bird here 
to eat you,” I called out to them. 

They either didn’t understand or 
didn’t believe me, continuing their 
twisted jumps to hide. As each new 
underwater world presented itself, I 
squatted, absorbing the wonders of the 
mirage-like dioramas. After a while, 
though, I picked up my pace, lest the 
tide turn before I reached my destina-
tion, trapping me with the crabs. 

As I hopscotched amongst the 
surf slickened stones, I skirted past 
towering boulders, on which clusters of 
cormorants or murres noisily perched. 
After passing two small beaches, 
whose mostly sandy edges provided 
short-term relief from rock hopping, I 
began to wonder if I’d almost reached 
my goal. Soon enough, I spied a mod-
est-sized cove marked by a handful of 
offshore rock pillars. As I clambered 
up a jumble of boulders my progress 
was abruptly interrupted by a deep 
slash of surging seawater. I’d reached 
a crevasse, roughly three feet wide, the 
ocean perhaps ten feet below.

I studied the terrain. There was 
no way to skirt the fissure from above; 
the cliff walls were too steep. Below, 
the sea route would require more than 
foot long leaps between several rocks, 
all sporting wet tendrils of weedy hair 
on top of them, some of which were pe-
riodically submerged under the waves. 
I could jump across the crack, but if I 
failed the tumble into the water could 
cause injuries far more serious than a 
few scrapes. 

I squinted my eyes toward the 
cove, my treasure just out of reach. 
Reluctantly, I turned my back on it, 
retracing my washed-away steps to 
Muir Beach.

Not long after, I encountered the 
old-timer and told him of my failure.

“Yeah,” he said, rubbing his stum-
bly white whiskers. “There’s a place 
where you might need to jump. Not 
a big jump, though. Shouldn’t be a 
problem.”

I must have missed something, 
I thought, a plausible pathway over 
the crevasse, or more likely, along the 
seashore. 

Almost a year later, with the tides 

predicted to go negative by a foot, this 
time at 8:40 in the morning, I set out 
again. Despite the later hour I was 
alone as I strode across Muir Beach to 
the intertidal strip, my rocky road to 
Pirate’s Cove. Again, the crabs greeted 
me, tiny claws waving with comic 
impotence. I passed by dense clusters 
of black mussels, peered at fat neon-
orange starfish and flowering blue-
green sea anemones, some as thick as 
my thigh. Pigeon guillemot squawked 
protectively on gigantic boulders, tak-
ing wing if I got too close. 

As I scrambled up a litter of hu-
man-sized rocks, I spied a couple of 
people further down the coast, visitors 
to Pirate’s Cove. I spontaneously waved 
towards them, with no response. I was 
going to make it, I thought to myself, 
I’m almost there!

And then I arrived at the same 
crevasse. Again, I studied it. There was 
no safe way above, below, or across. I 

sighed and turned back.
The repeated experience, I’m 

sure, was supposed to be a lesson. 
The treasure that I sought was the 
journey, the time spent with the sea 
and its creatures. Or the treasure was 
always inside me, a golden nugget of 
knowledge that I, and all of us, are 
the ocean, each a small splash of life-
tumbled wave forever interconnected 
with one another and the Earth’s 
eternal, infernal, abundance. Or the 
treasure was the realization that goals 
are an illusion, some never, ever, to be 
achieved. And that was alright.

All those things are true. But it’d 
still be hella cool to reach Pirate’s Cove 
by the covert shore, to walk the small 
beach, study the driftwood, before 
heading over the coastal trail back 
home. Perhaps there is a way along the 
seashore, if picked through carefully. 
Next year, I’ll pack a wetsuit.

PUBLISHER’S VIEW from page 2

Maximum social distancing, at McKinley Square. PHOTO: Steven Moss
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BY KIRAN KAZALBASH

During normal times, not an hour 
goes by without a small crowd gather-
ing outside the Smuin Ballet Studio at 
the corner of 17th and De Haro streets. 
Bus riders, children on their way home 
from school, and shoppers with bags 
full of groceries stop to marvel at every 
mesmerizing arabesque, grand jeté, 
and pirouette through the studio’s large 
paned windows. 

Celia Fushille started at Smuin 
Contemporary Ballet dancing 26 
years ago and has served as artistic 
director for more than 13 years. She 
said solidifying the company’s head-
quarters in Potrero Hill in 2015 after 
subleasing spaces throughout San 
Francisco brought new energy to the 
organization.

“We love being part of this neigh-
borhood,” said Fushille. “Not only is 
the weather amazing, we’re one block 
from Whole Foods, and with these 
windows people can just hang out and 
watch rehearsals. We have this imme-
diacy with the community that we’ve 
never had before.” 

In 1994 Michael Smuin, former 
San Francisco Ballet director and Tony 
award winning choreographer, started 
his own company with a goal of taking 
a contemporary approach to ballet, 
incorporating modern movement and 
music. Inspired by Gene Kelly and 
Frank Sinatra, Smuin wanted to make 
ballet more accessible and enjoyable 
by infusing classic dance with the 
unexpected. 

“Though he loved classical ballet 
he just didn’t feel the need to keep 

Smuin Pushes the Boundaries of Ballet
doing another Swan Lake and another 
Giselle,” said Fushille. “He was a bit of 
a renegade because of that, he was not 
a purist or a classicist. He definitively 
was an entertainer. He wanted people 
to just have fun and appreciate beauti-
ful art.”

According to Fushille, even after 
Smuin’s death in 2007 the company 
continues to push boundaries and rede-
fine what ballet can look and feel like.

“Everyone here is classically 
trained but for us it’s about exploring 
what is possible beyond classical ballet. 
We’re bringing in these other forms of 
dance and have had ballets with tango, 
ballroom, tap, jazz, hip hop, and swing. 
We want to distinguish ourselves from 
a company that may be slanted toward 
the strictly classical,” said Fushille. 

The renegade style draws audiences 
and professional dancers to Smuin. 
According to Tessa Barbour, who has 
been a Smuin performer for four years, 
the variety of styles she executes is 
incomparable to any troupe in which 
she’d previously engaged. 

“I feel like what the company has 
to offer has no boundaries. Being a 
contemporary ballet company, we have 
such a wide range of movement that 
speaks to everyone differently.” said 
Barbour. “We continue to expand how 
people feel, relate and start to fall in 
love with dance. So often I’ve heard 
from our community, my husband 
included, that they’ve never watched 
ballet before and that we have hooked 
them in.” 

Ben Needham-Wood, who has 
been a Smuin dancer for more than 
seven years, said it’s always been the 

company’s goal to connect with com-
munity.  “Dance is communal, and 
what we do at Smuin is specifically 
programmed to serve our community. 
We want to share our dances with 
audiences to bring them joy, to show 
them vulnerability, and to give them 
a chance to experience something 
new,” said Neeham-Wood. “I feel that 
way dancing every program we’ve 
performed, and my favorite moment 
is always connecting with audiences 
after a show.” 

Shelter-in-place orders forced 

the company to cancel April and May 
shows that were going to be performed 
at the Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts. The troupe is presently offering 
one-hour lessons for beginners by 
video conference. About 300 students 
participate weekly, paying roughly $10 
per class. 

“People who do know about us see 
us as the jewel of the Bay Area,” said 
Fushille. “I hope for Smuin Ballet to get 
that national recognition and for us to 
be a national treasure as well.” 

Rehearsal at Smuin Ballet. PHOTO: Kiran Kazalbash

Wes Freas
REALTOR®
LIC# 013122854
415.518.6538
WesFreas@CorcoranGL.com

Whether it's helping sellers sell faster and for a higher price, or helping 
buyers land their dream home, we're committed to the success of each 

and every client, both on Potrero Hill and throughout San Francisco.

Wendy Watkins
REALTOR®

LIC# 01854549
415.367.5997

WendyWatkins@CorcoranGL.com
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We are so happy that so many of our neighbors 
have been enjoying the Starr King Open Space 
during this di�icult time.

The Open Space will continue to remain open as 
we shelter in place.  We only ask that those who 
come to exercise and reflect, please observe the 
social distancing recommendations.

We are maintained entirely by volunteers, so 
please respect this neighborhood treasure and 
pick up after yourselves and your pets.

Our General Election Meeting to vote in replace-
ments for termed out board members is normally 
held in May but because we are not sure when 
we will be allowed to gather in large groups, we 
are postponing until a more appropriate time.

If you want to stay updated on our meetings, or 
learn more on how you can help keep this wild 
slice of Potrero Hill free from development and 
open to all, check out StarrKingOpenSpace.org 

Sincerely,
The Starr King Open Space Board of Directors
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Triple Voodoo Brewing are among 
businesses offering wares or ser-
vices via livestreamed classes, curbside 
pickup or delivery. 

Rickshaw Bagworks’ owner Mark 
Dwight pivoted his Dogpatch fac-
tory’s production to fabric masks. The 
bags his workers usually make aren’t 
considered an essential item. After a 
three-week closure, Dwight retooled 
his plant, selling coverings, reversible 
with a pattern and solid color, for $22.  
The masks can be ordered via the com-
pany website, www.rickshawbags.com, 
shipped or picked up at 904 22nd Street. 
Dwight noted that the masks must 
be washed before reversing; they’re 
machine or hand washable.

In mid-April CCSF ordered its 
residents to wear face coverings when 
waiting in line, shopping, riding public 
transport, and engaging in other social 
activities. Although the evidence is 
inconclusive, masks may prevent the 
spread of viruses from the wearer.  
Though not medical grade, multiple 
layers of fine woven fabric covering the 
nose and mouth filter aerosol droplets.  

In what seems a throwback to the 
1930’s Great Depression, it’s become 
commonplace to see long lines outside 
grocery stores. Today’s queues are 
spread out along sidewalks, with six 
feet separations. Markets limit the 
number of people allowed inside to 
maintain physical distances. The Good 
Life Grocery’s Potrero Hill market 
allows no more than five shoppers 
inside simultaneously.  Owner Kayren 
Hudiburgh said the number wasn’t 
mandated, but made sense given the 
store’s size. A worker stands at the 
door; after each visitor leaves, beckons 
in another. 

Potrero Stage, a 99-seat theater at 
1695 18th Street, livestreamed a Mon-
day Night Playground, first-time play 
reading, for 180 ticketholders via Zoom. 
Directors and actors rehearsed online, 
nobody in the same location, accord-
ing to Jim Kleinmann, PlayGround’s 
artistic director. “We’re scheduled for a 
festival of new work in May and June.” 

Enterprises that already oper-
ated on slim margins are adjusting to 
even more modest revenue due to the 
shutdown, strategizing how to sustain 
themselves until a COVID-19 vaccine 
is developed. 

“Even when the shelter in place 
order is lifted, how long will it take 
for public spaces to reopen, and how 
long after that will people take to 
return to public performances?” Klein-
mann queried. “The upside; theaters 
are very adaptable and flexible and 
working creatively to bring theater to 
audiences.”

During a Sunday noontime visit 
to the 18th Street commercial corridor 
prior to the SIP order, restaurants 
were packed with families and small 
groups of merry millennials. On a more 
recent walk, tantalizing cooking smells 
wafted in the April breeze, whetting 
the appetite as lunchtime approached, 
confirming that many eateries are 
open for takeout. A customer emerged 
from Cracked and Battered, at 18th 
and Connecticut streets, carrying two 
large bags to a nearby car. Customers 
waited for their orders outside other 
establishments.

Still, Irfan Yalcin, owner of Pap-
ito’s and Pera, predicted that one-third 
of Dogpatch and Potrero Hill eateries 
will close by the end of the year, with 

another third going under by the 2022. 
“The takeout business model just 
doesn’t work for most restaurants,” he 
said. “And halving the number of eat-in 
tables to ensure social distancing isn’t 
financially sustainable.” 

Every seat was vacant at the par-
klet outside Farley’s. A sign in the 
window read, “Farley’s was open 364 
days for 31 years. Lots of conversations, 
connections and caffeine.” 

The sudden stop threw an espe-
cially wet blanket on just-launched 
businesses. Row House fitness studio, 
at 1375 Fourth Street, opened in March 
after five months of contractor delays.  
It closed four and a half days later 
to comply with the SIP order. Emile 
Kfouri, Row House owner, promptly 
loaned his newly installed rowing 
machines to the first 25 members who 
requested one. In lieu of live classes, 
he’s offering on-demand recorded les-
sons, a weekly online “happy hour” to 
combat feelings of isolation, and one-
on-one telephone fitness consultations 
with a coach.  

“As long as we all pull together, we 
can get through just about everything,” 
Kfouri said.

When Kfouri spoke with The View 
in April, he’d had to reapply for a 
$10,000 United States Small Business 
Administration loan after the website 
crashed. He didn’t know when Row 
House would be able to reopen. “I’ve 
worked with my landlord. I’ve worked 
with my lender. Most of my service 
providers have helped me reduce costs 
as much as possible,” Kfouri said. 

“This has been a really tough 
blow,” he acknowledged. “My days are 
13, 14 hours. I joke that I didn’t realize 
it was going to be more work to run 
a studio closed than to keep a studio 
open. As the Center for Disease Control 
has said, you also need to exercise. If 
you’re not healthy, it’s a lot more dif-
ficult to fight this virus.”

When Row House does reopen, 
Kfouri said there’ll probably be fewer 
rowing machines reinstalled, and 
smaller class sizes, to allow more space 
between participants. 

Seven Stills, formerly located in 
Bayview, opened a new distillery at 
100 Hooper Street last fall, along with 
a large restaurant, tap-, and tasting 
room. The distillery produced whiskey, 
gin, vodka, and beer, before the public 
health crises changed how it uses 
ethanol. 

When the SIP order took effect, 
“We had to shut everything down. Lay 
off workers. Then we saw there was a 
shortage of hand sanitizer,” said chief 
executive officer and co-founder Tim 
Obert. “The CDC put out guidelines on 
how to make hand sanitizer. We started 
doing it on a trial basis, then Kaiser 
reached out and said they needed 
hand sanitizer for hospital workers 
in Northern California. It went from 
being regional hospitals to hospitals 
for the whole country.” 

Seven Stills had just completed a 
10,000-bottle order for Kaiser when 
Obert spoke to The View and was pre-
paring another 20,000 bottles to ship. 

“There’s a ton of other people, not 
just health care, that need it,” Obert 
said, naming the San Francisco Police 
Department, Department of Public 
Works, and a slew of nonprofits. “Every 
police officer is going out there and 
there’s no sanitizer. We’re trying to 
make as much as we can for them.” 

Seven Stills is producing sani-
tizer for 67 nonprofits that advocate 

on behalf of low-income, under- or 
uninsured people, monolingual im-
migrants, as well as homeless shelters, 
nursing homes and senior centers. 
“Anything for those populations is what 
we’re focusing on,” he said. Donors can 
choose a specific nonprofit for which to 
buy sanitizer via a dropdown menu on 
the company website.

“We’re going around the clock 
making it,” Obert said. “This is some-
thing people need right now.”

MERCHANTS from front page

BIOTECH from page 3

diagnostic test for COVID-19,” said 
Srivastava. “It’s designed to give at the 
point of care, like in a patient’s home. 
We want to make the test rapid and 
inexpensive.” 

Srivastava said the test differs 
from Abbott Laboratories’ 15-minute 
examination because samples won’t 
need to be sent to a lab or require 
advanced machinery. “Our test would 
be administered and provide a result in 
the field. This would help significantly 
in remote areas where there may not 
be a hospital nearby, or in schools or 
airports, as we relax our restrictions,” 
said Srivastava. 

The second project involves exam-
ining how the virus takes over human 
cells, to identify ways to stop it. “We’re 
looking at the mechanisms the virus 
utilizes to attack us,” said Srivastava.

According to Srivastava, damage 
to the heart and lungs by COVID-19 
causes most fatalities from the dis-
ease. “We’re using computational 
approaches. We’re screening for drugs 
to arrest the entry and spread of the 
virus,” he said. 

Gladstone is also testing a new 
approach for vaccine development that 
could bypass the long development 
timeline typical for most inoculations, 
which can extend over several years. 

“Instead of the virus hijacking 
our cells, the new vaccine approach 
hijacks the virus machinery to make 
defective copies of itself that don’t do 
any damage. (This) protects patients 
from the harmful effects of the virus,” 
said Srivastava. 

Dr. Warner Greene, Center for HIV 
Cure Research at Gladstone Institutes 
director and a professor at the School 
of Medicine at UCSF, is reviewing 
the potential for a multitude of FDA-
approved drugs to treat COVID-19. 
Greene plans to test the effectiveness of 
antibodies and peptides, compounds of 
amino acids linked in a chain, to treat 
COVID-19 infections. 

Srivastava said staff have been 
hampered by reductions in public 
transportation services and the per-
ceived risks of riding buses and light 
rail. In response, the nonprofit has been 
funding rideshares. 

Bob Obana…“our chief operating 
officer has been very supportive in 
this area…encouraged managers to 
approve all reasonable commute costs 
for essential personnel.” said Simone 
Taarnskov, Gladstone Institutes ad-
ministrative assistant. “UCSF also 
made parking in their structures at the 
Rutter Center and 1825 4th Street free 
for our commuters.” 

The Institutes is working with 
businesses located in Potrero Hill 
and South San Francisco to provide 
laboratory supplies. “Fortunately, our 
shipping and receiving facilities are 
running well. We are talking with 
ChemPartner, a preclinical research 

company, about producing reagents for 
diagnostic tests. We are also talking to 
Tenaya Therapeutics, which is based in 
South San Francisco, about providing 
us with heart cells,” said Srivastava. 

In the past, Gladstone Institutes 
has offered educational opportuni-
ties to public institutions, including 
Daniel Webster and Starr King el-
ementary schools and San Francisco 
International High School. “We’d done 
workshops in our labs, had staff go out 
to visit students, and offered summer 
internship programs to high school 
students. We’re very proud to be part 
of the neighborhood,” said Srivastava.

Not all Gladstone Institutes staff 
are shifting their focus to the pan-
demic. Dr. Lennart Mucke, Gladstone 
Institute of Neurological Disease 
director, continues to develop methods 
to treat Alzheimer’s Disease. However, 
during shelter-in-place Mucke hasn’t 
been able to access his laboratory to 
perform experiments. His team is 
working remotely to analyze data, 
plan future trials, and submit grant 
proposals. 

At the Bayer CoLaborator, located 
at Mission Bay Boulevard, Dr. Ali Ozes, 
co-founder and chief executive officer 
of Altay Therapeutics, Inc., visits his 
laboratory every other day from his 
home in San Bruno. Ozes is monitoring 
the health of human-derived lung and 
liver cells, part of an effort to develop 
a drug to reduce inflammation and 
fibrosis, thickening and scarring of 
connective tissue, in lungs. Before the 
pandemic, Altay was primarily focused 
on fostering treatments for liver fibro-
sis and liver cancer.

“We changed course in early March 
as we came to understand the serious-
ness of the pandemic,” said Ozes. “At 
our current rate, we may be able to 
get fast-track approval for the drug 
for lung inflammation caused by CO-
VID-19 in 14 to 18 months.”

Ozes said Altay’s drug could help 
COVID-19 patients recover from lung 
injuries. “Since the drug inhibits in-
flammation, concerns may be reduced 
or stopped to the point that the body 
can begin to repair. The drug can also 
potentially reverse damaged tissue. 
We’ve seen this in our liver fibrosis 
animal tests. More mouse data is re-
quired to test the reversal effect as to 
lung fibrosis,” said Ozes. 

Since the pandemic began, Altay 
has experienced delays in getting data 
from Chinese collaborators. “Although 
shipping and receiving is doing well 
at the CoLaborator, the pandemic has 
led to closures in foreign labs and the 
unavailability of some materials,” said 
Ozes.

Ozes is exploring whether animal 
tests can be conducted by companies 
located in South San Francisco, San 
Jose, and Oakland. He’s also coping 
with being a solo practitioner. “Nor-
mally my father and co-founder of the 
company, Osman Ozes, would be here 
as well. Yet he’s over 60 and is trying 
to stay home to remain healthy. For the 
time being, I will be doing everything 
on my own,” said Ozes. 

The loss of in-person meetings has 
made securing funding for the company 
challenging. “Our two-minute presen-
tation to angel investors was reduced 
to one PowerPoint slide with three to 
four bullets. We were able to attract 
some funding, which will allow us to 
continue. It’s not as much as we hoped 

BIOTECH continues on page 14
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for. We are still currently fundraising 
to help our program move forward,” 
said Ozes. 

Dr. Chris Haskell, head of the 
Bayer CoLaborator, said the Mission 
Bay incubator has remained open, an 
essential service provider under the 
City’s definition of “health care opera-

BIOTECH from page 13

JOHN BORG from page 4

SHORT CUTS from page 2

utilitarian warehouses that used to 
line Illinois Street, replaced by larger, 
modern, apartments, condominiums, 
and mixed-use buildings. The two-
story cinderblock structure was named 
after the U.S.S. Olympia, the flagship 
of Commodore George Dewey at 
the Battle of Manila Bay during the 
Spanish-American War of 1898. The 
famed steel warship was assembled di-
rectly across the street at Pier 70, when 
it was a thriving, world-renowned, ship 
building complex. 

The Syme Family owned the prop-
erty for roughly 100 years, renovating 
the structure in the early-1970s before 
selling it in 2016 to Ronaldo J. Cian-
ciarulo, of Mindful Investments, L.P.  
Once Borg’s lease expires in January 

2022, the building will be razed by 
Bay Area developer Workshop1 and 
replaced by a six-story edifice, with 
ground floor retail, basement parking 
garage and two dozen condominiums 
averaging roughly 800 square-feet 
each.

Borg, along with a staff of five, 
occupies the Olympia’s second floor 
and subleases most of the first floor to 
an architectural supply company. His 
roughly 5,000 square-foot space has 
the vibe of a homey creative studio. It 
includes administrative offices, storage 
racks, a distribution area for shipping 
samples, a “lab” for designing and test-
ing products, and a large showroom. In 
addition to workstations and samples, 
it’s filled with original artwork, vin-
tage posters, industrial artifacts, pop 
cultural ephemera, and found objects 
collected over many years. 

“When you have a lot of space, you 
tend to fill it up,” Borg said.  

Ironically, Borg helped pave the 
way for redevelopment of the Olympia 
warehouse. In the late-1990s he co-
founded the Potrero Central Water-
front Committee, a group of residents 
and merchants concerned about the 
area’s emerging rapid, unchecked, 
redevelopment. The committee held 
a series workshops, which resulted in 
Borg authoring an influential 60-page 
policy paper, The San Francisco Cen-
tral Waterfront Community Land Use 
Recommendations Report, published 
in 1999. The publication provided 
a community-based framework for 
sustained and managed development of 
the Central Waterfront that sought to 
enhance and protect its unique history, 
character, and livability while provid-
ing for the City’s future needs. 

“That report spurred the City to 
work more closely with our community 
on redevelopment. A lot of our recom-
mendations were eventually incorpo-
rated into City guidelines, and it’s now 
all coming to life some 20 years later,” 
Borg said. “This includes demolishing 
my leased warehouse to make way for 
a larger mixed-use project. I fought 
with neighbors to preserve the soul of 

this area, and to a large extent we suc-
ceeded. Dogpatch has become wildly 
popular now. As a result, I’ll probably 
be priced out.”

As the clock ticks down to his 
eviction in less than two years, the 
ongoing public health crisis has altered 
Borg’s attitude. “The reuse market has 
collapsed,” he said. “In no small part 
because of lobbying by the plastics 
industry.” 

He’s considering scaling his busi-
ness differently to use less space, and 
moving to the Sunset or Richmond 
Districts, or even Marin County.  

“This is where my heart is,” he 
said. “I feel strongly about this neigh-
borhood and community. I’ve had 
a good run here. This is a dynamic, 
changing City and more dense uses 
make sense. I’m pleased with the popu-
larity of Dogpatch and the historic 
resources that are now celebrated and 
preserved. I do lament some of the 
tech-bro culture and big corporate 
tenants that have displaced so many 
artists and small businesses, but it’s 
not just happening here.”

“I get people sell their buildings,” 
another long-time Dogpatch resident 
and DNA vice president Susan Eslick 
said. “John also gets things change 
and there will be development, but 
it would be great if there were more 
spaces for smaller businesses to func-
tion. I would love to find him a space in 
Dogpatch; with his energy and history 
in Dogpatch it would be great to see 
him continue being here as part of the 
fabric of the neighborhood.” 

spans cultures and media, with an 
explosive range of typefaces. “This has 
been a dream since before the archive 
opened five years ago, and this launch 
was planned long ago,” said founder 
and executive director Rob Saunders. 
“But what a perfect moment for radi-
cal accessibility.” So far, 1,500 of the 
collection’s more than 60,000 pieces 
have been digitized. The site contains 
tags, posters, mailing labels, advertise-
ments, business cards, book covers and 
letterhead. There’s a booklet from Sri 
Lanka from 1959, a Russian book from 
1912, and a loose leaf from a Spanish 
Quran from 1150. 

Mother Goose

Mission Bay neighbors have stayed 
connected on happenings in the ‘hood 
during shelter-in-place through a long-
established network of email lists. In 
April, Jose Vega, manager of Mission 
Creek Senior Community at 225 Berry 
Street, reported that from his rear 
window he’d noticed that the pair of 
Canadian geese passerby’s had been 
seeing hanging out on the old Carmen’s 
pier by the Fourth Street Bridge were 
starting a family in a hollowed out 
cavity atop one of the wooden pilings. 
“Despite all this virus crisis, a pair of 
geese have decided to nest and create 
new life on the pier where the Carmen 
restaurant was,” Vega wrote. “You have 
to see pillar number eight counting 
from Fourth Street and in a hole in one 
of those pillars sits a mother goose that 
I noticed four days ago. You have to look 
very precisely to see it...Please don’t 
make noise...don’t disturb...where there 
is LOVE!!! There is LIFE. I named her 
“RITA LA GANSA” (gansa, goose in 
Spanish). Take care of yourself and 
each other.” 

Pay

Like many other nations, Rwanda 
enforced a shelter-in-place order from 
mid-March to the end of April. Half-

way through the social shutdown, as 
increasing numbers of people lost their 
livelihoods, a communique was issued: 
“In the context of the fight against Co-
vid-19, and in solidarity with the most 
affected Rwandans, the Government 
of Rwanda has decided, over and above 
ongoing social protection initiatives, 
that all Cabinet Members, Permanent 
Secretaries, Heads of Public Institu-
tions, and other senior officials shall 
forfeit one month’s salary (April). We 
thank all Rwandans for their continued 
support and adherence to the measures 
announced by the Government against 
Covid-19. Together we shall rein in this 
pandemic.” Now that’s leadership!

Plunge

Two women died after the vehicle 
they were in plunged over a 200-foot 
cliff  at 25th and Dakota streets and 
landed in a parking lot last month. The 
crash also injured a man and killed a 
dog, which was ejected from the car, 
according to San Francisco police. 
The three people and dog were inside a 
silver Nissan SUV that drove through a 
fence before going over the cliff. No one 
yet knows what prompted the incident.

BIOTECH continues on next page

Got something you need to sell? Have a service you provide? Our 
Classified Ad section is just the place for you! Cost: Each classified ad is 
$25 for up to 200 characters, including spaces. A 20-percent discount 
will be provided for ads paid for six months in advance.  Payment, and/
or corrections, must be received by the 18th of each month for the ad to 
appear in the following month’s issue. Please email all classified ads to 
office@potreroview.net.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Writer's Companion
View editor available to work with 
writers at all levels. Groups also 
available. $50/hour. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Muir Beach Studio and House
Walking distance to the beach, with 
the crashing waves visible and audible. 
No need to interact with anyone but 
your lovely selves. And we have plenty 
of toilet paper! 

Studio: Cozy studio comfortable for 
two-people. Includes kitchenette 
and private patio with views of the 
crashing waves. $150/night plus 
cleaning fee, two-night minimum. 
Editor@potreroview.net or 
415.643.9578.

House: Three bedrooms, two full 
baths, with deck with views of the 
crashing waves. $300/night plus 
cleaning fee, two-night minimum. 
Editor@potreroview.net  
or 415.643.9578.

Student for Hire
Experienced camp counselor, home 
prematurely from college, available for 
sitting, tutoring, and soccer coaching/
playing, four to 12 years olds, $15/hour.  
Sara, call or text 415.872.2254.

Subscription Salespeople Wanted
Minimum wage, intermittent work.
Editor@potreroview.net

Freelance Writers Wanted
Modest pay, interesting assignments. 
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

NEW AD FORMAT
FROM THE VIEW!

Let your neighbors know
what you have to offer!

Contact us: 
415.643.9578  |  production@potreroview.net

PREPAY: 2” x 2” 2” x 4”

6 months $345. $690.

12 months $555. $1,110.

Legal Notices
The View now accepts legal notices. 
Please contact: production@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 
to the View through SF Community Power; 
consider including your favorite newspaper 
in your trust.

Correspondence to:
296 Liberty Street, San Francisco 94114

NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES
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tions.” The facility “…has the strong 
support of the landlord for our Mission 
Bay location, Alexandria Real Estate. 
We are noticing a significant drop off 
in the number of people on site as the 
companies are reducing activities,” 
said Haskell. 

According to Haskell, it’s chal-
lenging to find biotech space in San 
Francisco. “South San Francisco is 
growing significantly, which is great 
for the industry in our broader region. 
But this then lacks the direct proximity 
with UCSF, which is a missed oppor-
tunity…why the Bayer CoLaborator 
and other San Francisco incubators 
still serve such a critical function,” 
said Haskell. 

Dr. Julia Kirshner, founder and 
chief executive officer of zPREDICTA, 
a biotech company in San Jose, said her 
enterprise is grappling with closures 
and delays, which is slowing COVID-
19-related and other work. “We rely 
on core facilities at the universities 
around the Bay Area…are currently 
closed. Unfortunately, we had to pause 
some of the ongoing projects that rely 
on the instrumentation at those core 
facilities,” said Kirshner. 

zPREDICTA has launched a proj-
ect to develop a laboratory system to 
screen new and “repurposed” drugs to 
treat COVID-19. 

BIOTECH from previous page John Chi, founder and chief execu-
tive officer of Synova Life Sciences, a 
Pasadena-based biotech company, said 
his company has had to scale back op-
erations. He’s only one of two workers 
still visiting the office. “I stay less than 
an hour, making sure my time doesn’t 
overlap with that of anyone else in the 
lab. I’m very careful, because there are 
20 other companies in the building. 
We’re constantly disinfecting surfaces,” 
said Chi. 

Synova has developed a device that 
rapidly extracts mesenchymal stem 
cells from fat. These types of stem cells 
develop into connective tissue, blood 
vessels, and lymphatic tissue. They also 
act as an anti-inflammatory, calming 
the immune system. 

“Our work could assist COVID-19 
patients (with) acute respiratory dis-
tress syndrome. We’re reaching out to 
hospitals, including potentially UCSF, 
to engage in clinical trials,” said Chi. 

Jared Friedman, a Y Combinator 
(YC) partner who advises biotech and 
healthcare companies, connecting them 
with one another, investors, experts, 
and health care providers. “More than 
25 YC bio and healthcare companies 
are helping with the COVID-19 crisis...
to produce better tests, treatments and 
vaccines…resources for hospitals and 
health systems,” said Friedman. 

“The more people that understand 
that a viral infection affects everyone, 
every community, helps us work to-
gether to end this epidemic,” said Ozes.

Srivastava said the City has done a 
good job keeping residents and the bio-
tech industry “informed and responsive 
to the shelter-in-place order. We’re 
proud of Mayor Breed for instituting 
the shelter-in-place early on,” said 
Srivastava. 

RESOURCES FOR
SMALL BUSINESSES 
AND WORKERS
We’re all in this together and together we’ll get through this

If you’re a business, nonprofit or worker in 
San Francisco who has been impacted by 
COVID-19, we’re here for you.

For the latest resources and information on state and federal 
worker benefit programs, small business grants and loans, and 
other assistance, visit:

oewd.org/COVID19
For official updates, text COVID19SF to 888-777.

Businesses and Nonprofits call 415-554-6134

Workers call 415-701-4817

CORONAVIRUS COVID-19

Workers call 415-701-4817

Give2SF
Donate to those affected by COVID-19 by 
visiting Give2SF.org
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Advertise in the View!
Help keep local journalism alive

415.643.9578
editor@potreroview.net 

production@potreroview.net
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Papalote Salsa
Vegan, Gluten Free, Non GMO

Made in San FranciscoGarden of Eatin’
   Blue, Red, Yellow
       Corn Chips Thank you to our Awesome staff and       

                Wonderful customers. 
                        We are OPEN!!

Hours 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
  Senior Hour 10-11Sunday May 10th

Flowers, Chocolates, 
Cakes and Pies 
on sale at The Good Life

 Organic Produce, Artisan Bread, Mary’s  
Chicken,  Fresh Fish, and Grassfed Beef 

     
   D

eliv
ered D

aily
 

Monday May 25th
Thank you for shopping at The Good Life!

Your smiles and patience make our days happier.  
Our staff is working very hard during this crisis to 
keep us all fed and healthy. We need each other.

on sale at The Good Life

 Organic Produce, Artisan Bread,
Chicken,  Fresh Fish, and Grassfed Beef 

Alden’s
Organic Ice Cream
All Varieties
48 oz.

Chloe’s
Fruit Pops
4-pack

Open Every Day! 10 AM to 7 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 2020




