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BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

 
Halfway into a three-year lease, 

the Dogpatch Neighborhood Associa-
tion (DNA) is generally supportive of 
extending the Central Waterfront 
Homeless Navigation Center’s stay and 
expanding its number of beds from 63 
to 68.

A presentation last fall by the City’s 
Department of Homelessness and Sup-
portive Housing (HSH) to DNA drew a 
positive response. DNA president Bruce 
Huie confirmed that “because of good 
results and no issues over the past 18 
months” the Association is considering 
endorsing another three-year term.

There were mixed feelings in 
Dogpatch when the navigation center 
first opened in May, 2017 on Port of 
San Francisco-owned land at the end 
of 25th Street. While there were a num-
ber of proponents, including former 
District 10 Supervisor Malia Cohen, 
opposition led the Port to shorten what 
was originally supposed to be a four-
year lease.

Developed in San Francisco, with 
the first one opened in the Mission 
District in 2015, the navigation center 
concept has since spread to Santa 
Rosa, Seattle, and Austin, Texas. The 
facilities allow for longer stays than 
overnight drop-in shelters and provide 
support staff to assist people secure 
permanent housing or employment. 
San Francisco now offers facilities 
located at Division Street, Civic Center 
and, for those with serious mental 
illness or addiction issues, Humming-
bird Place at San Francisco General 

Central Waterfront 
Homeless Navigation Center 
May Extend its Stay

Central Waterfront Navigation Center. PHOTO: Michael Iacuessa

BY JESSICA ZIMMER

Last fall, Measure D, which’ll 
place an additional tax on cannabis 
businesses, garnered 65.7 percent of 
the municipal vote. City Controller Ben 
Rosenfield estimates that the tax will 
generate between $7 million and $16 
million, with proceeds to be deposited 
into the general fund. Cannabis busi-
nesses and advocacy groups want some 
of these funds to be spent on educating 

With Measure D Passage Wrangling Begins Over How to 
Spend Extra Cannabis Revenues, or Rollback the Tax

BY J .  ERIC MILLER

The San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) has 
floated a plan to deploy several types of 
parking management tools on Potrero 
Hill’s North Slope, including weekday 
time limits to discourage commuters 
from leaving their cars and parking 
meters to offer short-term options for 
shoppers, visitors, and other daytime 
users.  If implemented the proposal 
would impact an array of residential 
and commercial sites, including the 

Parking Management Plan 
Proposed for Potrero Hill’s 
North Slope

Hospital. Another center will open on 
Bryant Street this month. The Mission 
center recently closed to make way for 
an affordable housing complex.

The centers were established to 
serve the chronically homeless, people 
who have traditionally shunned shelters 
and assistance and thus been harder 
to reach. “They are designed to meet 
people where they are at,” explained 
HSH spokesperson Randolph Quezada, 
noting that the abundance of rules at 
shelters often keeps people away.

John Ouertani, Central Waterfront 
facility site manager, cited what he 
calls the three Ps:  property, partners 
and pets, all of which are accepted at 
navigation facilities. “Shelters have 
two-and-a-half pages of rules. They 
need to because they are larger, with 
200 guests,” he said. Shelters separate 
people by gender; navigation cen-
ters don’t. “That’s a barrier for some 
people,” he explained. “Here you can 
have two beds next to each other.”

At the Central Waterfront, Ouer-
tani said staff mainly pays attention 
to behavior. The only major rule is no 
violence or weapons. “Our goal is to 
keep them here,” he said.

Located away from residences, 
the 14,000-square foot complex is on a 
dead-end street sandwiched between 
an industrial crane and rigging firm 
and a San Francisco Municipal Rail-
way light rail car maintenance facility. 
It consists of four dormitories, male 
and female bathrooms and showers, 
a nurse’s clinic, staff offices and a 
community center for events and food 
service. All of the modular-style build-

ings open to a large outside seating area 
with picnic tables. 

While the center is funded by the 
City, it’s staffed by Episcopal Commu-
nity Services (ECS), which had oper-
ated the Mission Navigation Center. 
ECS has a dozen people working at 

Central Waterfront, including four 
case managers.

Initially the City underestimated 
the length of time it’d take those case 
workers to stabilize clients, setting a 

San Francisco Police Department’s De 
Haro Street facility, Whole Foods, Live 
Oak School and Jackson Playground.

 “We have long known that our 
neighborhoods have served as parking 
lots for commuters who walk, bike, 
or take transit the last mile to their 
destinations in SoMa or Downtown,’ 
said J. R. Eppler, Potrero Boosters 
president “The San Francisco Mu-
nicipal Transportation Authority has 
tracked this data, and we have strong 

the public about the effects of cannabis 
and providing it to individuals who 
can’t otherwise afford it. 

Newly-elected District 10 Supervi-
sor Shamann Walton wants a portion 
of the funds to be directed to the City’s 
Cannabis Equity Program, which 
works to lower barriers to cannabis 
licensing for those severely affected 
by the war on drugs and supports 
efforts to assist youth and individuals 
who were previously incarcerated for 

cannabis crimes. 
“I believe that we have an op-

portunity to work with businesses on 
what we do with the taxes to benefit 
everyone,” said Walton. 

“Since 2017, we have been quietly 
and diligently  working through  in-
spections and permitting for those 
operators who came out of the shadows 
through our amnesty program,” said 
Nicole Elliott, San Francisco Office 
of Cannabis director. “This program 

allowed us to put quasi-permitted and 
unregulated cannabis operators into a 
permitted and licensed structure. (It 
also) prioritized compliance, public 
safety, consumer safety and worker 
safety over criminalization.” 

According to Nicole, a significant 
portion of the cannabis businesses that 
came in through the amnesty program 
are located in San Francisco’s south-

PARKING continues on page 12

HOMELESS continues on page 11

MEASURE D continues on page 12

Happy New Year!
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LEARN TO BOX!

Get a second class for 
50% OFF when you 
mention this ad!

Your first Beginner class is FREE!

2576 3rd St (@22nd)
3rdstreetboxing.com

Parks Reviewed

The latest Controller’s Office score-
card on park maintenance revealed a 
mixed bag for green spaces in District 
10, which as a whole was rated at the 
lowest end of the upkeep spectrum.  
The Utah-18th Street Mini Park and 
Potrero Hill Recreation Center appear 
to be in great shape, with rankings 
that exceed 97 percent. But India Basin 
Shoreline and Esprit parks both scored 
under 77 percent, with Esprit Park in 
particular displaying significant deg-
radation over the past year. According 
to the report, the largest factor in Esprit 
Park’s reduced score is its much-abused 
lawns, which are under siege from a 
jump in patrons using the unfenced 
lawn with natural turf as an unof-
ficial dog play area. The Recreation 
and Parks Department is investigating 
installing an official dog play area 
separate from the lawn.  Potrero Del Sol 
Park was noted for its ill-maintained 
restrooms; Franklin Square suffers 
from an overabundance of graffiti.

Name Unnamed

Last month, San Francisco Board 
of Supervisor Aaron Peskin called for 
the removal of “Zuckerberg” from San 
Francisco General Hospital’s name.  
Peskin asked the City Attorney’s 
office to “revisit the City’s policy on 
the Acceptance of Gifts in exchange 
for Naming Rights and, specifically, 
to outline the procedure for removal 
of the Zuckerberg name from San 
Francisco General Hospital.” The 
request may have been prompted, in 
part, by a New York Times report that 
Facebook contracted an opposition 
research firm to push negative stories 
about its critics, including billionaire 
philanthropist and financier George 
Soros. That article was published 
after revelations that the private data 
of 50 million Facebook users was 
obtained by Cambridge Analytica, 
under contract with Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign. Among others. 
The Times also reported that Facebook 
was “tinkering with users’ emotions 
in a news feed experiment,” which 
sparked protests last year by Gen-
eral Hospital nurses, who pasted over 
Zuckerberg’s name on an exterior sign.

Housing Study

According to the City’s latest 

Housing Balance Report, in the past 
ten years San Francisco has built 
6,577 affordable housing units, and lost 
4,263, mostly to evictions and Tenancy 
in Common conversions. District 10 
led the way in the number of net gains 
in affordable homes; 1,565 units, a 33 
percent increase.

Barrish’s Mission

“Everything about me is San 
Francisco,” Jerry Ross Barrish, the 
artist and new owner of 33-35 Bartlett 
Street between 21st and 22nd streets, 
told Mission Local. “I knew [the Mis-
sion] when it was Irish, I have known 
it when it became Latino and I know 
it now.” Having had a 50-year career 
as a bail bondsman – “Don’t perish 
in jail –  call Barrish  for bail” – Bar-
rish reinvented himself as a plastics 
sculptor artist. Barrish uses discarded 
plastics he finds on the beach near his 
Pacifica home and at recycling centers; 
his sculptures are large human-like 
stick figures, reminiscent of the way 
children tend to draw people: thin and 
long-limbed, they express themselves 
through art and eccentric outfits.  Bar-
rish is hoping to add a second floor to 
the Bartlett Street warehouse that’ll 
serve as his workshop. Art will be 
displayed on a portion of the ground 
floor; another section will be rented out 
to a commercial gallery. An estimated 
thousand pieces will be coming from 
Barrish’s Dogpatch warehouse. Three 
hundred will fit on the ground floor, 
the rest will be stored upstairs, waiting 
for their rotating turn. Having already 
hired an architect and requested the 
proper building permits, Barrish isn’t 
taking it slow: “I am almost 80. I don’t 
know how much time I have.”

Muni Unmoved

At the Embarcadero Station last 
month, a Muni train arrived, passen-
gers streamed in, and the train stayed 
put.  A half-dozen Muni workers, some 
with walkie-talkies, milled around 
trying to decide what to do about an un-
announced situation.  Minutes passed.  
Finally, the passengers were asked to 
disembark; there was a small puddle of 
vomit on the train, which needed to be 
cleaned up.  The train was placed out of 
service.  Wouldn’t it have been quicker 
for one or two of the workers to just 
clean things up, right then and there?

Housing

B Y  S T E V E N  J .  M O S S
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SHORT  CUTS

A more than 20 percent increase in 
San Francisco’s property tax roll, com-
bined with a state program, the Edu-
cational Revenue Augmentation Fund, 
which shifts a portion of “excess” local 
property taxes to public school systems 
in each California county, has showered 
$415 million of unexpected revenues on 
the City.  The windfall is indicative of 
San Francisco’s high property values 
and low student population; a rich 
metropolis, with few kids.

The municipal Charter requires 
that roughly $234 million of the funds 
be dedicated to budget reserves and 
to such uses as transportation, public 
schools, libraries, children and family 
programming, and tree maintenance.  
The rest, some $181 million, can be 
directed as determined by the Mayor 
and Board of Supervisors.

Mayor London Breed and the 
supervisors appear to agree that a 
significant chunk of the monies should 
be dedicated to affordable housing and 
homelessness mitigation programs.  
A portion – $5 million to $10 million 
– should also be deployed to pilot in-
novative demonstration projects that 
identify new, effective, ways to house 
people.  Some ideas to consider:

Provide incentives to double-up.  
Single-room occupancy units could 
be outfitted with bunk beds and other 
space-saving furniture, with those 
willing to participate getting extra 
spending money, transportation vouch-

ers, or the like.  Thing to evaluate:  
cost-savings, mental health, how any 
pocket change is spent.

Leverage rent control for low-
income families.  A significant portion 
of rent-controlled apartments are oc-
cupied by households that aren’t poor; 
they’ve just stayed in the same place 
for a long time, even as their income 
has increased.  These folks could be 
offered a cash-out, with the property 
owner required to house a needy family 
under a long-term below-market lease.  
Things to evaluate:  how do program 
costs compare with the alternative of 
developing new housing.

Require public agencies to defend 
their hoarding of excess space, or it’s 
developed into housing.  The San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency, Public Utilities Commission 
and Unified School District, among 
others, are hanging on to empty lots 
and derelict structures that could be 
developed into affordable housing or 
another beneficial uses.  Although 
Proposition K, passed in 2015, encour-
aged agencies to develop affordable 
housing on surplus land, they’ve been 
slow to implement it.  The burden of 
proof should be placed on the govern-
ment, starting with a District 10 pilot, 
where extra land is automatically put 
to a beneficial use within a certain time 
period, as informed by a transparent 
stakeholder process, unless a citizen 
commission is convinced to keep it va-
cant and in the agency’s hands.  Things 
to evaluate:  how much land is actually 
repurposed, to what uses. 

Letters to the Editor
Editor,

In 1910, when my father, Harry Epstein, graduated from the University of 
California, Berkeley the first job he got was with United Charities. Charities 
brought “homeless people” into the Oakland Hills, provided food and camps, 
and employed them to clear brush and thin the Eucalyptus trees for fire control.

My father’s job was to sell the wood.  He tried to sell it to lumber yards as 
firewood.  The yards did not want it.  So, he gave the yards free samples.  That 
worked. He was proud of his sales.

Now the “homeless” camp on city sidewalks, various charities feed them, the 
brush burns in the hills, and the smoke comes to the City.

Lewis Carroll Epstein
Vermont Street

PUBLISHER’S VIEW continues on page 13
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Sophisticated Townhome 
in Historic Dogpatch

Susan Olk
Top Producer, CRS, CLHMS 
BRE# 00788097 

415.279.8835 

SusanOlk@ZephyrSF.com 

www.susanolk.com

RARELY AVAILABLE!  Top floor light filled 3 bedroom. 2.5 bath 
home that has two levels of living space with breathtaking views 
of the SF Bay. Open living/dining & kitchen on main level, with 3 
bedrooms, and 2 bathrooms upstairs.

Huge landscaped courtyard and 1 car parking. Short walk to 
parks, Caltrain, the new Warriors Stadium, AT&T Park, and great 
neighborhood restaurants.  

638 19th Street #15  ·  Offered at $1,595,000

Advertise in the View!
More information at 

www.potreroview.net/advertise/ 

Contact us at:

415.643.9578
marketing@potreroview.net
production@potreroview.net

BY COREY DONAHUE

Dear Potrero Hill,

You may not know me, but I’ve 
known about you for a long time. Not 
to sound creepy, but I’ve been wanting 
to get to know you better for years! 
I’ll be honest, when I first heard your 
name, I confused it for one of the many 
other City hills (which one is Nob Hill, 
then?). If only I had known then what 
I know now! Potrero Hill, you’re ideal! 
I’ve been with other neighborhoods, 
Potrero, and each seems more jealous 
than the last of your views, houses, and 
bountiful parking.

On each of my trips up from Moun-
tain View, I’ve gotten to know you 
better over time (I get to see plenty of 
you while waiting for a table at Plow…). 
Your food is great, you’ve got a cute 
bookstore, and really fun bars! 

Your homes are lovely. Somehow 
your historical Victorians and your 
new modern wood and glass box homes 
have inexplicably meshed so well. And 
your Rec Center has got to be the best 
in the City!

Your beautiful and varied trees 
(palms, gingkos, figs, bottlebrushes, 
plums, pears; the list never ends!) and 
flowers (I can’t name a single one) are 
a visual splendor. It seems every family 
or dog-walker I pass has a smile on 
their face and a friendly greeting. 

And not to get too lewd, Potrero, 
but your curves… Potrero, I could fill 
volumes writing about your curves. 
God knows, they make me pant.

Potrero Hill Love Affair
So, what do you say? Will you ac-

cept this rental application?

Warmly,
Your Secret Admirer

P Hill,

I can’t thank you enough for let-
ting me into your life. At the start of 
every day, I leave my apartment, look 
east at the sun rising over the Bay, and 
wait for my bus while admiring the 
awakening of the City and the beautiful 
fenced-off white Victorian on 18th and 
Pennsylvania. And when I leave work at 
the end of every day, hop on the 22, and 
climb up the steep street to my home, 
I always take a moment to pause at the 
top and look out over this beautiful 
City, privileged that I can have this 
viewpoint. 

Although visitors may carp about 
the steepness, I love how you challenge 
me every day to be a better person; or at 
least a better hiker! That’s something 
that I’ll make sure to write down on 
a card for the Gratitude Tree outside 
Hazel’s. 

I’ll also need to write about my 
gratitude for your residents! They are 
such lovely people. From cute family-
friendly activities like the Potrero Hill 
Festival to the zaniness of the Big Wheel 
Race and the Pet Parade, your friends 
always have a good time! And outside 
of big events, they’ve been incredible 
neighbors; kind, friendly, helpful. You 
really know how to pick em! 

I’ve loved how you’ve let me take 

such long walks across you. Every 
trip somehow feels both familiar and 
new. Wending my way to Starr King, I 
pass by some of my favorite homes and 
stores, sometimes with the pleasure of 
inhaling the sweet smell of wort from 
Anchor (at seemingly random times). 
But I can still get so wonderfully lost, 
finding new hidden stairways and dis-
covering new intersections where I can 
see distant water in three directions 
with mountains beyond. And there are 
always new angles and vantages of the 
more proximate valleys nearby. The 
endless hours I’ve spent pondering the 
pattern in the order of the state-named 
streets only further highlight how 
mysterious you remain. 

I am glad to still be learning more 
about my greatest friend. So yes, P, I 
would love to extend my lease with you.

With love,
C

Potrero,

It pains me to write this (I feel 
as choked up as the array of wires on 
18th), but unfortunately, like all good 
things, this relationship will have to 
come to an end. It’s hard to say good-
bye, Potrero Hill. So, in order to help 
me, I’ll need to focus on the things that 
I won’t miss to distract me from the 
things that I will. 

While I’ve loved many of your 
views, I feel lately like I’ve become 
more familiar with your valleys; those 
intersections where it feels like the 

streets are swallowing me up on every 
side, like some Christopher Nolan film. 
Your heart has become as inaccessible 
as the inside of Jackson Park. I grow 
weary of the strategizing, planning, 
and mapping I must do to avoid your 
steepest streets.

You had to have known that this 
was coming. The hours we spent fight-
ing each other, through the windy 
hilltops and long cold lonely nights. The 
angry yelling during construction or 
sold-out concerts at AT&T Park. 

These fights are just us trying to 
avoid what we both know so well but 
never want to talk about: I’m going to 
have to move out eventually. There’s 
only so long I can continue to rent if I 
want to have a family someday. And we 
both know that I can’t afford you. But 
I’ll always love you. So, let’s enjoy the 
time we have together before the end.

Sincerely,
Your Longtime Renter

Corey Donahue lives on Mississippi 
Street.
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Thank you for a great year 
and your valued business

"Claudia is the best 
realtor ever. She is an 
expert on SF real estate 
and a very sharp 
business woman. 
Claudia helped me buy 
two houses, one 10 
years ago, which 
doubled in price and 
another just now.
I'm so thrilled!  Look no 
further, Claudia will get 
it done for you."

Ruth S.

Claudia Siegel, Realtor® - CRS
415.816.2811
claudia.siegel@compass.com
claudia.siegel.com
DRE 01440745

Credentials 
Senior Real Estate Specialist® 
Certified Residential Specialist®

CENTERED BODY PILATES

670 Texas Street @22nd
415-920-9133

www.centeredbody.com

BY REBEKAH MOAN

Dogpatch and Potrero Hill resi-
dents, along with their neighborhood 
associations, are unhappy that vaping 
company JUUL has leased space at his-
toric Pier 70.  The nicotine-supplying 
e-cigarette maker is occupying 8,000 
square feet of office space at Building 
102, on 20th and Illinois streets.  

In June, the View broke the news 
that Orton Development, which is 
renovating and leasing existing struc-
tures at Pier 70, leases two buildings to 
Restoration Hardware and Tea Living 
Inc, which has a clothing company, 
Tea Collection. According to an Orton 
Development spokesperson, JUUL is a 
subtenant of Tea Living.

In November, Central Waterfront 
Advisory Group (CWAG) member 
and Dogpatch resident, Katherine 
Doumani, sent a letter to the San 
Francisco Port Commission in which 
she stated, “I am appalled that the 
many years of planning with and for 
the community on the new iteration 
of historic Pier 70 has proven to now 
solely benefit high-paying corporate 
tenants and at the same time, utterly 
fails the community. That the expan-
sion of private use on public land is for 
JUUL – a tobacco company that has 
come under fire by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), UCSF, and Stanford, and whose 
core mission is nicotine addiction – is 
unconscionable.”

“We demand that the Port of San 
Francisco take whatever measures 
available to it to remediate this slap to 
the face of our community,” stated a 
letter submitted by the Potrero Boost-
ers to the Port Commission.

The CWAG worked with the Port to 
develop a master plan for Pier 70, which 
was published in 2010. The two parties 
targeted a restaurant or retail facility 
that would be “community-serving” 

Dogpatch and Potrero Hill Residents Unhappy About 
JUUL’s Presence at Pier 70

for the space. “In light of this intent, 
building 102 should serve the public 
openly, not just with access, but with 
a full-service restaurant, food hall 
or cultural use,” stated the Dogpatch 
Neighborhood Association (DNA). “We 
need to take a stand and call out that 
the promises made for what the historic 
core would offer the neighborhood and 
our growing community has been 
broken and this is the last straw.” 

According to the Port, Orton 
Development is in compliance with 
its master lease.  “The Port is not 
involved in direct subleasing but has 
instead conveyed this responsibility 
to its development partners,” the Port 
said in a press release. “Because most 
Port historic building rehabilitation 
projects require the developer to at-
tract significant capital investment, 
these master leases provide the rules 
governing the developer’s use of the 
property to generate the revenues 
required to repay that investment. Ac-
cordingly, these master leases provide 
the developer with the flexibility to 
enter subleases at its own discretion, so 
long as the subtenant’s use is consistent 
with the terms of the master lease. 
The Port’s Historic Core Master Lease 
with Orton Development reflects this 
model. The Port included provisions in 
the lease that defined acceptable types 
of uses for the premises and prohibited 
activities that are not allowed on Port 
property under applicable City laws. 
Orton Development’s subleasing activ-
ity is in compliance with the terms of 
the Historic Core Master Lease.” 

The Port indicated that it’ll put 
Orton Development’s Pier 70 lease on 
future agendas for further discussions. 

In response to community com-
plaints, City Attorney Dennis Her-
rera, a Dogpatch resident, asked Orton 
Development to provide documents 
showing that JUUL is complying with 
state, city and leasing requirements for 
handling hazardous materials, such as 

liquid nicotine, and posting warnings 
about exposure to chemicals that may 
cause cancer.

Community comments “illustrate 
the potential adverse financial impacts 
that JUUL’s occupancy may have on the 
proprietary interests of the city, includ-
ing its port, in its property,” Herrera 
wrote in his request. “The backlash 
from JUUL’s tenancy could negatively 
affect the master tenant’s ability to 
maximize revenues from the historic 
Pier 70 premises and therefore reduce 
potential participation rent payments 
to the Port under the master lease.”  

BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

 
Dogpatch residents are wondering 

when the San Francisco Municipal 
Transit Agency (SFMTA) will follow 
through on promises it made when it 
developed its motor coach facility along 
Islais Creek, or whether the agency 
intends to comply at all.

When SFMTA obtained permits to 
build its facility plans called for an ac-
cessible second floor viewing area and 
public lobby with restrooms that could 
double as a meeting space. There was 
to be interior signage paying homage 
to the area’s waterfront labor history. 
SFMTA also promised to maintain 
Shoreline Park, a 40 by 800-foot parklet 
and promenade between the creek and 
the bus facility.

For the grand opening last June, 
the park was cleared of litter, with 
graffiti removed from an abstract 
sculpture that spans 340 feet along the 
promenade. The lobby was open; several 
placards honoring the area’s past had 

Doumani and others are convening 
a community group to help Orton find 
ways to realign its activities with the 
historic core of 20th Street and bring 
the public into the space. Orton is 
developing a plan for the public spaces 
to present early next year to CWAG as 
well as the Dogpatch and Potrero Hill 
neighborhoods, according to Doumani.  

District 10 Supervisor Shamann 
Walton, who attended the Booster’s 
December meeting, said he’s getting 
up to speed on the options and in touch 
with all stakeholders. 

San Francisco Municipal 
Transit Agency Fails to Keep 
its Promises at Islais Creek

been placed on easels. Since then, 
however, trash and homeless tents have 
returned to the walkway, the building 
is no longer accessible, the easels gone. 

“That public lobby downstairs is 
just a big empty room,” said Dennis 
Montalto, a longtime Dogpatch resi-
dent who used to regularly frequent the 
creek but has been put off by SFMTA’s 
lack of responsiveness. 

A sign on the promenade states “Is-
lais Creek Community Room,” with an 
arrow pointing to a locked door of the 
lobby. Security guards onsite relayed 
that it’s always inaccessible, adding, 
“This is private property.”

Security concerns have been an 
issue for SFMTA. In 2017, agency 
spokesperson Adrienne Heim told 
neighborhood representatives that, in 
addition to the lobby being accessible 
by appointment only, the meeting room 
couldn’t be reserved during off hours 
because the security budget wasn’t suf-

SFMTA continues on page 13
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Tim Johnson

415.710.9000

tim@timjohnsonSF.com 

www.timjohnsonSF.com 
DRE 01476421
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Getting your home ready for sale doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive.  
There are several simple ways you can add value inexpensively:

 • LIGHTEN AND BRIGHTEN—If it is time to repaint, consider lighter colors that will make your 

home brighter and feel more spacious. 

 • OUT WITH THE OLD—It is easy to accumulate clutter even after just a few years. Donating 

or discarding unneeded items can make a home feel more spacious—and make your future 

move easier.

 • MAKE IT SHINE—There is nothing more important than ensuring your home is clean. 

 • DON’T FORGET SMALL THINGS WITH BIG IMPACTS—Simple steps like painting the garage 

floor or planting bright flowers near your home’s entrance are easy and inexpensive ways to 

make a home more welcoming.

If you’d like a free report on the value of your home, 
call Tim Johnson at 415-710-9000.

What are the Least Expensive Ways to  
Add Value to Your Home Before Selling?
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Zephyr Real Estate | 4040 24th Street | San Francisco, CA 94114

Melinda Lee | Real Time Real Estate

Spending time with all of you, my neighbors, in 2018 

has been a joy. From your generous response to the 

One Warm Coat® coat drive to your fascinating tales at 

the Potrero Library History Night to seeing your happy 

families at the Potrero Street Fair, this year I have been 

reminded why I love this neighborhood. I look forward 

to a 2019 filled with intention and joy, and I hope you 

will think of me for your real estate needs in the future. 

Best wishes to you and yours! 

MELINDA LEE 
Your Agent for Good. e-Pro, SRES

415.336.0754 | melinda@melindalee.realtor
Lic. #01344377 | melindalee.realtor

What’s new?

farleysco�ee.com
1315 18th St (@Texas)  |  415-648-1545

It’s 2019, a brand new chance to 
have your best year yet. And what 
better way to make a fresh
start than with a toast of our fresh 
roast?

BY NATHANIEL TINNER

The Manufacturing Foundry, a new 
outpost of the longstanding San Fran-
cisco makers coalition, SFMade, and its 
sister nonprofit, PlaceMade, opened in 
early 2017 in the Design District. To-
gether, these nonprofits, both of which 
are headed by Kate Sofis, advise San 
Francisco manufacturing companies, 
helping them find affordable spaces, 
negotiate leases, and, in collaboration 
with various workforce-related part-
ners, attract employees.  

SFMade’s and PlaceMade’s mis-
sion is to help businesses “start, stay 
and grow in San Francisco.” SFMade 
operates as a one-stop shop for local 
makers’ needs; PlaceMade is the City’s 
“first and only nonprofit affordable 
industrial real estate developer,” ac-
cording to its website.

Located at 150 Hooper Street, the 
56,000 square-foot facility attracts 
manufacturers with a premise and a 
promise: bring in your manufactur-
ing operations and we’ll bring down 
your commercial rent. Tenants began 
occupying the Foundry in September.

Last year the average rent for 
manufacturers in San Francisco was 
$3.21 per square foot, according to 
CBRE. The Manufacturing Foundry 
offers leases at $2 a square foot for a 
select few local makers.

At least 60 percent of each tenant’s 
employees must be from a low-income 
background. “To get this building we 

The Manufacturing Foundry 
is Open for Business

got a special tax credit from the federal 
government called the New Markets 
Tax Credit,” said Gina Falsetto, SF-
Made’s Manager of Real Estate. “Basi-
cally, they give you free money if you 
provide something to the community.”

Each employee submits their 1040 
tax form and fills out an affidavit to 
enable their company to achieve its low-
income requirement. This obligation 
has deterred some potential tenants, 
though there’s been strong interest in 
the Foundry from the onset, as rising 
rents are causing consternation for 
local businesses in much the same way 
as for local residents. 

The Foundry’s ground floor is 
occupied by Swope Design Solutions, 
a manufacturer of medical devices 
and small electronics, and Advanced 
Prototype Engineering, which creates 
all manner of machinery at clients’ 
requests. Seven Stills Brewery and 
Distillery will craft their libations in 
one part of the facility, and will soon 
open a distillery and tasting room in 
ground floor space.

The second floor houses a shared 
kitchen and conference room, as well 
as SFMade’s offices.  The level has four 
empty spaces, with two in the process 
of lease negotiations.

The third floor is occupied by 
several tenants, including Yorkland 
Productions, a pattern-maker who 
specializes in samples and serves as a 

FOUNDRY continues on page 13



7   THE POTRERO VIEWJANUARY 2019

 A QuArterLY uPDAte  
SPONSOreD BY BrIDGe HOuSING

 VOLuMe 96 • JANuArY 2019

For more information: website: rebuildpotrero.com, e-mail potrero@bridgehousing.com

Along the southern edge of San Francisco’s scenic 
Potrero Hill neighborhood is the next phase of HOPE 
SF’s revitalization effort.  

1101 Connecticut, the first of Rebuild Potrero’s five phases, is slated for  
completion and occupancy in January 2019. Along with this affordable housing 
building, new underground utilities and upgraded streetscapes, including a freshly 
resurfaced 25th Street between Dakota and Connecticut Streets, are welcome 
additions to infrastructure that has not been touched since the 1940s.

Equally as important, the Rebuild Potrero  
Community Building Initiative has been underway 
since 2009 with the goals of building the capacity 
of residents to improve their quality of life and 
effect positive change in their community as  
well as promote unity while increasing resident 
involvement. For example, in August 2018,  
15 community-serving agencies came together  
to provide the Unite Potrero: Back-To-School 
Resource Fair at the Potrero Hill Recreation 
Center. Nearly 300 people attended to receive 

Transformation In Progress!

Potrero Terrace and Annex, built  
in the 1940s and 1950s, is one  
of the oldest public housing  
developments in San Francisco and 
primed for new vitality. BRIDGE 
Housing, in partnership with the 
Mayor’s Office of Housing and  
Community Development (MOHCD), 
and the San Francisco Housing 
Authority (SFHA), was selected  
in 2008 to rebuild Potrero into  
a vibrant, unified mixed-income 
community.

complementary backpacks, school supplies, and haircuts, and to enjoy a full  
entertainment roster of song and dance. Each year we make strides in constructing  
the new buildings and knitting together the community. We welcome this new year,  
so we all can enjoy the fruits of our labor. 

BY JESSICA ZIMMER

Since 1988, University of Califor-
nia, San Francisco’s Art for Recovery, 
an art-making, writing, and music 
program for adults living with cancer, 
has helped thousands of patients build 
confidence in themselves and work 
toward mental wellness. The series is 
open to anyone dealing with cancer; 
participants don’t have to be UCSF 
patients or even under care for a sig-
nificant health issue. 

The effort was renamed the Ernest 
H Rosenbaum, MD Art for Recovery 
after Dr. Rosenbaum died in 2010. 
Rosenbaum, a former UCSF oncologist 
and hematologist, helped build the 
comprehensive cancer care program 
at UCSF’s Mount Zion Hospital in the 
early-1970s. He conceived the idea of 
bringing expressive arts to cancer and 
HIV/AIDS patients.

Roughly 200 patients participate in 
Art for Recovery’s once-a-week, three-

Art Helps Cancer Patients Recover
hour Open Art Studios 
workshop. In- and out-
patients can partake of 
Open Art Studio at the 
Bakar Cancer Hospital, 
which started sessions 
in 2015. Outpatients 
can engage in Open Art 
Studio at Mount Zion. 
According to Cynthia 
Perlis, who directs the 
program, the Mount 
Zion sessions are so full 
they’re standing room 
only. 

Inpatients can also 
participate in Art for 
Recovery from their 
hospital bed. Non-art 
activities include writ-
ing workshops and 
visits by musicians at 
Mount Zion and Mis-
sion Bay. Volunteer 
guitarists, harpists 
and madrigal singers 
also perform in hospital 
lobbies. 

“Our Art for Re-
covery music coordina-

tor holds a Sing-A-Long a few times 
a month in the Mount Zion lobby; 
patients, staff, and caregivers…sing 
along to a musician playing recogniz-
able songs,” said Perlis.  

According to Perlis, Art for Recov-
ery allows adults coping with cancer to 
become part of a community where they 
find others living with similar issues. 
“The program inspires our patients 
and helps them express how they are 
feeling through the expressive arts,” 
said Perlis. 

Perlis has guided the program since 
its inception. Today, its staff includes an 
artist-in-residence, music coordinator, 
two harpists, a creative writer, and 
a writing workshop leader, as well 
as UCSF medical student volunteers. 
Participants range in age from 18 to 80. 

“We have a tremendous amount 
of art materials, including acrylic 
paints, pastels, colored pencils and 
markers.  We are able to show our 
participants how to work with the art 

materials and offer prompts to help 
them express their feelings about 
illness. We also display participant 
artwork in two large glass cases in the 
lobby of the Bakar Cancer Hospital…
throughout the clinics and inpatient 
units. The new UCSF Precision Cancer 
Medicine Building is set to open in the 
spring of 2019 (with) patient canvases 
in all 122 exam rooms and, in addition, 
work purchased from artists in the Bay 
Area community,” said Perlis. 

According to Perlis, even when 
they’re not feeling well, patients get 
out of bed to attend Open Art Studio. 
“The Art for Recovery workshops bring 
patients together where they may make 
a new friend who is also living with a 
life-threatening illness. These patients 
are humanity at its very best,” she said. 

Amy Van Cleve, Art for Recovery 
artist in residence, runs Open Art 
Studio sessions at Mission Bay and 
Mount Zion. “I first came to UCSF in 
2004 with a dear friend battling cancer. 
I found the Art for Recovery program 
and volunteered while my friend was 
receiving treatment,” said Van Cleve. 

Van Cleve, who worked for six years 
as a muralist before joining UCSF, said 
being in a hospital can be frightening 
and isolating.  “Art creates an opportu-
nity to expressing what words cannot in 
the darkest of times. (I) ask people how 
they are doing. “What color do you like? 
What symbols have personal meaning 
to you? What have you always wanted to 
try artistically but, been afraid?” Then 
I listen. From what people tell me I am 
able to create simple, non-threatening 
projects that can be completed in a 
short amount of time, no skill required. 

I always remind people there is no grade 
for their work, try to keep it fun, and 
mostly about expressing wherever they 
are at,” said Van Cleve. 

Hideka Suzuki, an Art for Recovery 
participant, has been out of treatment 
for five years but still attends work-
shops in Mission Bay. “The program 
helps me be self-aware. I express joy, 
not just fear or stress. The workshops 
continue to help me get through the day 
to day,” said Suzuki.  “I was diagnosed 
with cancer in 2009 and it came back 
in 2013. I have to go back for a scan. I’m 
very nervous. Art for Recovery helps me 
get through that.” 

Mary Isham, who is living with can-
cer, said before going to Art in Recovery 
she didn’t consider herself an artist. “I 
only did art with my kids. When I came 
to treatment, I saw the sign for Art for 
Recovery workshops and followed it. 
There I met Cindy (Cynthia Perlis). She 
gave me a little book and colored pencils 
and told me, “I want you to draw every 
day.” I did for about four years, and it 
was transformative. I did classes for 
seven years with Art for Recovery. It 
was a very tight and supportive group. 
Eventually I started identifying as an 
artist. Now I sell my artwork. I have 
been in art shows, including the Box 
Show in Gallery Route One in Point 
Reyes for the last 12 years,” said Isham.

Isham’s primary art form is paint-
ing.  “I use very bright colors. I use 
them all at once, like in a rainbow. I 
started out painting with my hands. 
This helped me feel like I was pushing 
out the cancer. I started with reds, yel-

Cynthia Perlis (left) and Alex Withers (right). PHOTO: Art for Recovery

ART continues on page 13
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For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact advertising@potreroview.net

Green Benefit District
The GBD encourages you to consider joining the organization’s Board 
of Directors. Five seats on the 15-member board are up for election each 
year. The application/nomination period for the March 2019 election 
starts January 24. More information is online at GreenBenefit.org.

First Saturdays in Dogpatch:  A neighborhood-wide event held monthly, rain or shine
• Explore neighborhood shops  11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Enjoy great food and drink  11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
• Discover maker market at Center Hardware and 1234 Indiana Street,
 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Be inspired at gallery openings at Minnesota Street Project, 6 to 8 p.m.         
• See all the details at LoveDogpatch.com.

Bay Area makers, small businesses and food trucks:
Pop-up in Dogpatch the first Saturday of every month. Find out more 
at https://bit.ly/2Lo5ekM.

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place. 
Monthly meeting: last Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m. at the Potrero Hill 
Neighborhood House. 953 De Haro @ Southern Heights.

Wes Freas
REALTOR®
LIC# 013122854
415.518.6538
WesFreas@ZephyrSF.com

We love calling Potrero Hill our home. Over the past decade-plus, we’ve helped dozens 
of clients find their perfect spot on the Hill. It’s easy to sell the virtues of our beloved 

neighborhood, having lived and worked here ourselves for more than 20 years. 

POTRERO HILL’S #1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM

Wendy Watkins
REALTOR®

LIC# 01854549
415.367.5997

WendyWatkins@ZephyrSF.com

WesandWendyHomes.com

WENDY WATKINS
WES FREAS

Thank You for Another 
Fantastic Year on the Hill!

COMMUNITY  |  JANUARY

Health: Lululemon Flow & Jo
Start the day with a gentle vinyasa 
flow; leave centered and present. 
Top it off with a hot cup of joe 
courtesy of Red Door Coffee. 
You’ll also get a sneak peek at the 
upcoming art show in the gallery 
space. Free. 7 to 8 a.m. Every first 
Wednesday. 111 Minna Gallery, 111 
Minna Street. To RSVP (required) 
and for more information: https://
bit.ly/2QTRVzB

Comedy: MC Sergio Novoa
Standup comic MC Sergio Novoa. 
7:30 to 9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th 
Street.

Family: Free Ice Skating Lessons
Don’t know how to skate? Kaiser 
Permanente invites beginner 
skaters to the Safeway Holiday 
Ice Rink in Union Square to 
learn from professional skate 
instructors. Lessons available for 
the whole family; age three and 
older. Weekends through January 
20th. Free with RSVP. 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m. Union Square Ice Rink, 
Geary and Powell streets. For more 
information and to RSVP: https://bit.
ly/2RQBX60

1/10 Thursday through 1/27 Sunday
Comedy: SF Sketchfest
Founded in 2001, the festival 
mixes national headliners, local 
favorites and up-and-coming groups 
for a variety of sketch, improv, 
standup, and alternative comedy. 
Performances at venues throughout 
the City. For complete schedule, 
tickets, and more information: 
https://bit.ly/2QYheQW

Music: Kevin Patrick McGee
Performing originals and select 
covers from the 1960’s to the 
present. 7:30 to 9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 
18th Street.

Family Fun: “Wizarding World  
of Paris 1927”
AT&T hosts an interactive 
experience based on the movie 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald. Fans can celebrate 
the film and discover more magic 
through a variety of experiential 
activities: pose for a 1920s Paris-
inspired photograph opportunity, 
complete with “cobblestone streets” 
and art nouveau park benches; get 
a Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald passport with your 
photo to begin your magical, in-
store journey; use your phone as 
a wand to activate experiences 
throughout the store using motion 
and light-sensing technologies. Free. 
AT&T Flagship Store, 1 Powell Street. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/2PKIjSQ

Art: Kim Pabilonia
Art opening for local artist Kim 
Pabilonia, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Farley’s, 
1315 18th Street.

Gardening: Garden Party
Live music, refreshments, and plant 
sale. Counter the drought, learn 
about sustainable living, feed the 
goats, meet the roosters, bring 
your kids, and start a garden. Every 
second Saturday afternoon the 
celebration continues. Free. 12 to 5 
p.m. Bay Natives Nursery, 10 Cargo 
Way. For more information: https://
bit.ly/2zrc0AI

Music: Chelsea Paolini
Live music by Chelsea Paolini, 
whose style blends rock, funk, blues, 
psychedelic, pop, and the melodic 
riff-rock chic of People Skills. 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Music: Soul Delights
Live music by Soul Delights. 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Art: Make
On the third Thursday of each 
month, collaborate with artists and 
makers, explore unique themes and 
rethink materials through creative 
design projects. Enjoy hands-on 
art activities and crafts, artist-
led happy hours, films, tours, and 
performances.  $8. 6 to 9:30 p.m. 
Museum of Craft and Design, 2569 
Third Street. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/2QaduLI

Music: James Everett 
Live music by James Everett, 
rhythm and blues, jazz and pop 
singer and performer. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

1/17 Thursday through 1/20 Sunday
Design: Fog Design + Art Fair
Celebrating today’s most significant 
creatives and leading contributors 

to the worlds of design and 
visual arts, the fair assembles 53 
leading international galleries 
and prominent 20th-century and 
contemporary design dealers 
in a weekend of programs. $25. 
Thursday through Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Fort Mason Festival Pavilion, 
2 Marina Boulevard. For more 
information and to purchase tickets: 
https://bit.ly/2lQ2zX4

Print: Typewriter Jam
Calling all typewriter fans! Grab your 
typewriter or borrow one from a 
friend and bring it to the Typewriter 
Jam at the San Francisco Center for 
the Book. This isn’t a presentation; 
it’s just a casual evening of 
typewriter appreciation, typewriting 
fun, and making new friends. Free. 
6 to 8 p.m. San Francisco Center for 
the Book, 375 Rhode Island Street. 
For more information and to RSVP: 
https://bit.ly/2SV0ZBo

Community: 3rd on Third
Bayview comes alive for 3rd on 
Third, a community-wide arts 
celebration for the whole family. 
The monthly event features pop-
up galleries, pop-up attractions, 
local food vendors, a beer and wine 
garden, a special children’s zone 
with free art-making activities, 
and a stage featuring talent from 
Bayview and beyond. Free. 5 to 8 
p.m. Bayview Opera House, 4705 
Third Street. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/2PK6dy6

2 wed

4 fri

6 sat

10 thur

12 sat

14 mon

16 wed

17 thur

18 fri
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390 Missouri St 
415.285.5272 

Visit Our Website 
StTeresaSF.org 

Nominate your nanny!
The View invites its readers (including kids!) 
to nominate their nanny, child care provider, 
or babysitter to appear in a monthly feature 
honoring these essential caretakers.

Submit your entry (up to 300 words with a 
photograph). One winner will be published 
a month, and receive a $100 gift card. Send 
to editor@ potreroview.net by the 20th of 
each month.

Science: Free Hands-on Science 
Saturday
Mission Science Workshop is 
a nonprofit community center 
that provides hands-on science 
activities for San Francisco youth 
and families. During the Saturday 
open house program, visitors 
can build toys and projects, hold 
snakes and lizards, and explore the 
collections of bones, fossils, rocks, 
and instruments. Free. 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Mission Science Workshop, 
4458 Mission Street. For more 
information: https://bit.ly/2PIGGoY

Politics: 2019 Women’s March  
and Rally
The 2019 Women’s March marks two 
years of resistance to the Trump 
presidency, of training new activists, 
and building power. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Civic Center Plaza, 335 McAllister 
Street. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/2KYnjHr

Bicycling: San Francisco  
Midnight Mystery Ride
Every third Saturday the San 
Francisco Midnight Mystery 
Ride sets out to a new mystery 
location in the City. Participants 
meet at a local bar before midnight 
on Saturday; depart for a ride at 
midnight; and bring provisions for 
sharing at the ride destination. 
Ride start locations are posted on 
the website the day of the ride. 
Only the ride leader knows where 
they’re going, so bring your sense 
of adventure. Rides are strictly 
NRLB – No Rider Left Behind – and 
generally around five miles — all 
levels of cyclist welcome. Rain 
or shine. Free. 11:59 p.m. Secret 

location. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/2EzPzjq

1/18 Friday through 1/21 Monday
Film: The Liberation Film Festival
Launched in 2011 by the NorcalMLK 
Foundation, the Liberation Film 
Festival showcases human interest 
and civil rights documentaries and 
conversations. A partnership with 
California Newsreel, screenings 
are free and open to the public 
with limited theater seating. For 
schedule, volunteer opportunities, 
and more information: https://bit.
ly/2A37T0i

Politics: 2019 MLK March
Join thousands in honoring the 
Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, 
Alabama marches and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 by participating 
in the MLK2019 commemorative 
march/parade from the Fourth 
Street Caltrain Station to Yerba 
Buena Gardens. The 1.5 mile journey 
crosses the Lefty O’Doul Bridge 
and stops at Willie Mays Plaza at 
AT&T Park to note the crossing of 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, 
a symbol of violence and victory 
in the civil rights movement. On 
arriving at Yerba Buena Gardens an 
interfaith commemoration will honor 
Dr. King. Free. 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Caltrain Station, 700 Fourth Street. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/2EzTkFy

1/23 Wednesday through  
1/31 Thursday
Food: SF Restaurant Week
During this celebration of San 
Francisco’s world-class dining 
community, nearly 130 restaurants 

around the City offer special prix-
fixe menus that highlight their best-
known dishes, feature a new menu 
item, or showcase a sample of the 
food they love to cook. Many menus 
include a discount or special offer. 
Lunch (two+ course): $15 and $25 
menus; Dinner (three+ course): $40 
and $65 menus. For participating 
restaurants, menus, and more 
information: https://bit.ly/1mZ1Q3F

Music: Ben Barnes
Live music by Ben Barnes, a fiddle 
player, singer, and songwriter. 7:30 
to 9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

1/25 Friday and 1/26 Saturday
Festival: The 19th Annual 
Edwardian Ball
The Edwardian Ball is a whimsical 
celebration of art, music, theatre, 
fashion, technology, circus, and the 
beloved creations of the late, great 
author and illustrator Edward Gorey. 
Set in a re-imagined “Edwardian 
Era,” this multi-city, multi-media 
extravaganza has grown over the 
past seventeen years from an 
underground club party into an 
internationally recognized festival 
of the arts, operating with the 
blessing of The Edward Gorey 
Charitable Trust. $25 to $175. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness 
Avenue. For more information and 
to purchase tickets: https://bit.
ly/2LmcYFC

Music: Marc Maynon and CD 
Onofrio
Performing folk music. 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Games: Coin-Op’s “Free Play” 
Sundays
On the last Sunday of every 
month all pinball machines and 
arcade games are set on free play 
from open to close:  unlimited 
games like a four-player Pac-Man, 
Ghostbusters pinball, two pop-a-
shot basketball hoops, NBA Jam 
and Funcheap’s favorite shoot-em-
up, Time Crisis. Full bar and menu 
for fueling up during play. Free 
admission. 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. Coin-Op 
Game Room, 508 Fourth Street. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/2tvlkFh

1/30 Wednesday through  
2/14 Thursday
Film: SF IndieFest
This annual festival showcases the 
best in independent, alternative, and 
subversive cinema from around the 
globe. For more information: http://
sfindie.com

19 sat

21 mon

24 thur

26 sat

27 sun
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For 48 years, The Potrero View has offered 

news about important neighborhood goings-on, 

including what’s happening in our schools, with 

local merchants, families, parks, and cherished 

personalities. We’ve even occasionally broken 

larger stories, about the closure of the Hunters 

Point and Potrero power plants, new parking 

regulations, and land use changes. But, at just 

16-pages, we’re half the size we used to be.

It’sYour      !
The View will only survive into the future with your help. Which is why 
we’re asking you to donate generously to the paper. Please take this 
opportunity to show your appreciation for community news by doing 
one or more of the following:

For $48 you’ll receive the paper every month  
in your mail box. How exciting!

and receive a copy of The Daddy Handbook,  
by View publisher Steven J. Moss, a perfect  
gift for fathers and would-be dads!

and receive both of the above plus our  
deep gratitude!

 $48  $68  $100  Some other affordable amount $

Please send:  my subscription  The Daddy Handbook  Your Love to: 

FULL NAME  EMAIL ADDRESS

STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

 Enclosed is my check. Please send, along with this form, to:  
 The Potrero View, 1459 18th Street, Number 214, San Francisco, California 94107

 I am sending my gift via PayPal to office@potreroview.net.

YES! I love the View, and would be delighted to help support it with my gift of:

QUESTIONS? 415.643.9578 or editor@potreroview.net

SUBSCRIBE!

DONATE $68

DONATE $100

The Daddy Handbook is available 
for purchase at ARCH Art Supplies, 
Christopher’s Books, and online 
booksellers.
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BY FRED RAKER

Fred Raker’s comedy career began 
in New York City, where he was a 
stand-up comedian, working alongside 
luminaries such as Jerry Seinfeld and 
Paul Reiser. He later landed in Hol-
lywood, writing for “The Tonight Show 
Starring Johnny Carson.” 

Currently  an Ingleside resident, 
he’s the author of The Official Trump 
Bitterness Quiz, available on Amazon.

Dear Ethics Guy:

My daughter asked for my help 
with her college essays as I’m a profes-
sional writer. (I just self-published a 
novel, Irritable Bowel Syndrome, A 
Sean Hannity Mystery.) I agreed and 
was horrified. Her sentence structure 
and vocabulary are like that of a Kar-
dashian. My instinct is to do a complete 
rewrite. If not, I’m afraid she won’t get 
into college and, heaven forbid, end up 
like her mother (my ex-wife), who lives 
in Tajikistan and hosts the reality show, 
“So You Think You Can Herd Goats.” 
But if I do go the rewrite route, I feel 
like I’m crossing an ethical red line. I’ve 
thought about hiring an essay tutor but 
that feels equally wrong. Not to mention 
dirty, like the time I had an affair with 
a porn star and paid her $500 not to tell 
my wife, which she did anyway because 
the check bounced, and she called the 
house and my wife answered and, well, 
that was the end of that. Anyway, what 
should I do about my daughter?

Name Withheld

The Ethics Guy
Dear Mr. Withheld:

You are 100 percent correct. Re-
writing your daughter’s college essays 
is not ethical. But you’re also 100 
percent correct that if they’re not 
rewritten, she will not get into college. 
My son wrote his own essays and they 
were atrocious, like something you’d 
read on the wall of the men’s room 
at the Greyhound Bus Terminal only 
not as insightful. After hours of pain-
ful debate, my wife and I decided to 
cough up the dough for professional 
help. While our son’s essays were 
greatly improved—he was accepted 
early admission to Harvard Barber 
College—the tutor totally ripped us off. 
His fee of $1500 an hour was 10 times 
the national average. And even though 
he threw in a $15 Arby’s gift card, we 
are currently in the process of suing 
him. That said, it doesn’t mean hiring 
a tutor is unethical. Just make sure not 
to hire one that advertises on the wall 
of the men’s room at the Greyhound 
Bus Terminal.

Dear Ethics Guy:

For the past 55 years, I have been 
harboring a resentment that I can 
no longer harbor. On November 22, 
1963, I was having a picnic lunch with 
a co-worker from the Texas Book 
Depository on the grassy knoll about 
an hour before President Kennedy’s 
motorcade was scheduled to pass by. 
The lunch consisted of pastrami sand-
wiches, potato chips, and soft drinks, 
which I got at Bubba’s New York-Style 
Delicatessen. I paid for everything and 

expected my co-worker to reimburse 
me. However, it never happened. That’s 
because my co-worker was Lee Harvey 
Oswald, who was mistakenly arrested 
for the assassination of the president. 
While I feel bad for him and his subse-
quent murder at the hands of Jack Ruby, 
I’m still miffed about the $5.87 I’m out. 
I plan to ask his wife Marina to repay 
me but I’m not sure if it’s ethical. I’m 
also afraid she’ll refuse even though I 
still have the receipt. What should I do? 

Name Withheld

Dear Mr. Withheld:

You have every right to ask for the 
money, especially since you have the 
receipt. Without it, you would be skat-
ing on thin ethical ice. A decade ago, I 
bought some itching powder for a friend 
who wanted to play a practical joke on 
her husband. She had no cash and said 
she would repay me. A year went by 
and I still had not received my money. 
I was furious. (At one point, I seriously 
considered placing fake vomit on her 
front porch.) Once the anger subsided, 
I confronted my friend. She got very 
defensive, denying she ever asked me 
to buy itching powder. I then produced 
the receipt. She broke down and cried, 
apologizing profusely for lying. She 
repaid me on the spot and then hugged 
me for over a minute. As I drove home, 
my back started itching like crazy. 
That said, don’t expect too much from 
Oswald’s wife. If you get the money, 
great. Just don’t let her hug you unless 
you can frisk her first.

one-month limit. ECS spokesperson 
Jenn Soult explained that for many 
identification and other personal 
documents needed to obtain housing 
or employment have gotten lost over 
their time living on the streets. Other 
obstacles, such as criminal records 
or handicaps, need to be overcome. 
“People come in very raw,” she said.

Clients are now discharged when 
they move on to housing, or until they 
reject or stop working toward their 
options. Stays at Central Waterfront 
often run between two to five months, 
sometimes as long as a year.“We have a 
few different types of beds available,” 
explained Quezada. “We have pathway 
to housing beds, where guests priori-
tized for supportive housing may stay 
in until they’re placed. We also have 
time limited beds where guests may 
stay for 30 to 60 days.” 

Another option, known as the 
homeward bound program, is to accept 
bus rides out of the City to reconnect 
with friends or family elsewhere.

Quezada said the Central Water-
front facility has served 282 individuals 
thus far and has generally been at full 
capacity. Seventy individuals have 
exited to housing, six to other tempo-
rary placements. Six reached the end 
of their time-limited stay; 132 left on 
their own, designated as “unseen for 72 
hours.”  Forty were discharged due to 
rule violations, although a crosscheck 
of police reports indicated none that’ve 
been filed at the location.

“You need a thick skin,” admitted 
Ourtani, who said staff is trained in 
de-escalation tactics. Ourtani worked 

HOMELESS from front page

HOMELESS continues on page 14
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HEALTHY WITH 
A SIDE OF 
HAPPY

Nothing should come between you and a long, healthy life. 
So we’ve removed the barrier between health care and 
coverage, giving you the care you need and the coverage 
you deserve. It’s simply health care made simple. 

Visit kp.org today because together we thrive. 

kp.org/sanfrancisco

anecdotal and neighborhood survey 
evidence of this. With the amount of 
new residents and businesses we are 
adding to our neighborhood, combined 
with the Chase Center and new offices 
in Mission Bay, we are looking for curb 
restrictions that prioritize parking for 
people that live, work or shop in the 
neighborhood.”

SFMTA’s initial proposal called 
for Monday through Saturday daytime 
regulations, but further study revealed 
that congestion isn’t a problem on 
Saturdays.  Weekends will likely not 
be addressed in a final plan, nor will 
overnight parking, from 6 p.m. until 8 
a.m., be affected. Apart from weekly 
street cleaning, no rules have been 
suggested that’d require people to 
move their vehicles during those hours.  
Under Proposition A, passed in 2007, 
SFMTA has final approval over all 
parking plans.

“These curb management propos-
als aren’t about making money for the 
City, or about taking away parking,” 
assured Andy Thornley, SFMTA senior 
parking and curb analyst.  “All the 
parking that’s there now will still be 
there no matter what’s decided; we’re 
just looking for a way to share scarce 
curb with a lot of different users.”

SFMTA has held or participated 
in a number of public meetings to 
air community concerns, including a 
hearing last fall at City Hall which 
elicited comments from Potrero Hill 
residents and businesses. The Agency 
made parking plan presentations at the 
Potrero Boosters October get-together 
and the Potrero-Dogpatch Merchants 
Association November gathering.

“From those conversations, and 

many individual emails and phone 
calls, we’ve learned that we don’t need 
to worry about weekend parking mea-
sures, just Monday to Friday daytime, 
when the curb pressure is highest, and 
we’ve connected with residents in some 
locations who want to see about estab-
lishing Residential Parking Permits 
regulations on their blocks, rather than 
simple time limits or meters, and we’re 
working with them on that process” 
said Thornley.  

Thornley noted that RPPs are a 
residents-initiated policy, begun by 
neighbors submitting a petition to 
SFMTA to designate one or more blocks 
in their area as RPP.  The City’s first 
RPP, “Area A,” was established by the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
in 1977 at the urging of Telegraph Hill 
residents to address parking problems 
created by the large number of visitors 
to that neighborhood.

  SFPD is calling for police-only 
parking around its facility, North 
Slope residents have begun collecting 
signatures for a petition asking SFMTA 
to evaluate the suitability of extending 
resident permit parking to some blocks.

“Parking has become difficult, 
primarily from San Francisco General 
Hospital staff parking their cars here. 
I regularly see people in their hospital 
scrubs parking in the morning and 
leaving in the evening,” said PDMA 
president Keith Goldstein. “I live at 
800 Kansas Street and would support 
RPP on my block. I broached the idea 
to some neighbors on the 800 block a 
couple of years back but they were not 
supportive.”

There are 31 existing permit areas 
around the City.  Presenting SFMTA 
with a petition is just the first step in 
securing a RPP for a location, followed 

by a review by Agency staff and then 
a field study.  Next is a public hearing 
and then a final SFMTA study before 
approval, permit issuance and signage 
installation. RPP permit holders don’t 
have reserved spaces, but are exempt 
from time limits, allowing them to 
park for extended periods, gener-
ally required to move only for street 
cleaning.

A parking management plan for 
the area around Showplace Square 
adopted in 2017 has proved successful, 
but had unfortunate spillover effects 
on the Hill.

“The parking plans implemented 
in Showplace Square and Dogpatch 
show that parking can become much 
more available to local users when 
commuters are removed,” said Eppler.  
“Of course, those parking plans push 
commuter demand our way, where 
we still have unrestricted parking in 
many areas. In our experience, a suc-
cessful parking plan should use the 
least restrictive measures to achieve 
the needed parking in a location, and 
reflect the specific needs of the users 
in that area.”  

Recognizing that parking is a 
city-wide problem, Eppler added, “It’s 
unfortunate that the SFMTA is focus-
ing right now on such a small part of 
Potrero Hill, and we hope that we can 
use this first plan as a springboard to a 
plan that sensitively addresses the rest 
of the Hill.”

PARKING from front page

MEASURE D from front page

east sector.  She asserted that permit-
ting and licensing benefits the industry, 
consumers  and the general public. 
“Cannabis operators  are required 
to engage in community outreach and 
have a good neighbor policy as part of 
the permitting process,” said Elliott.

Permitting relates to securing 
building space, to utilize as a store-
front, for cultivation, or production. 
Licensing consists of paying required 
municipal fees to operate. 

Cannabis businesses currently pay 
the same gross receipts tax rate as other 
enterprises, which ranges from 0.075 
percent to 0.65 percent, depending on 
the business type and level of gross 
receipts. Measure D, which’ll go into 
effect in 2021, will add a one to five per-
cent tax on cannabis companies with 
gross receipts that exceed $500,000.   

According to Michelle Allersma, 
director of budget and analysis for 
the City Controller, her office will 
periodically revise revenue projections. 
“We will update the numbers…as new 
information becomes available and 
include them” in the City’s five-year 
financial plan and Mayor’s proposed 
budget, among other reports, said 
Allersma. 

Measure D exempts retail sales 
of medical cannabis and expands the 
business tax to enterprises not physi-
cally located in the City. 

According to David Goldman, 
president of the Brownie Mary Demo-
cratic Club (BMDC), a chapter of the 
City’s Democratic Party that advocates 
for medical use of cannabis and an end 
to the war on drugs, the tax will have 
pernicious effects. “All the citizens of 
San Francisco did in voting for Measure 
D was ensure the health and vitality 
of the black market. When the County 
added onerous gross receipts tax rates 
on cannabis businesses, it force(d) out 
the small entrepreneurs and pave(d) the 

way for the big corporations. Cannabis 
businesses are not rolling in dough. 
Many dispensaries appeal to tourists, 
not locals,” said Goldman.

Goldman said BMDC wants to 
work with newly-elected District 6 
Supervisor Matt Haney and District 8 
Supervisor Rafael Mandelman to lower 
the gross receipts tax rates on cannabis 
businesses to levels that’re similar to 
comparable non-cannabis businesses. 
Neither Haney nor Mandelman sup-
ported Measure D. 

Andy Greenberg, cofounder of So-
ciety Jane, a Dogpatch-based, women-
owned and  women-focused cannabis 
delivery service, sees the additional tax 
as unnecessary. “Cannabis businesses 
are already being taxed at the same rate 
as other San Francisco businesses,” 
said Greenberg.  “This new tax is above 
and beyond what other businesses in 
other industries will be charged. This 
industry is so new. The City should 
have waited to see how the industry 
grows…before imposing a new tax. I 
am optimistic…because this cannabis 
tax can be amended by ordinance by 
the Board of Supervisors. They have 
until January of 2021 to revise the rates, 
based on how the industry changes. The 
Office of Cannabis has been responsive 
to the industry as well as the Board. 
(It) can be instrumental in advising 
the Board on the specific needs and 
realities of the local cannabis industry,” 

According to Greenberg, Society 
Jane isn’t yet generating revenue levels 
that’d require it to pay the additional 
tax. By 2021, when the new tax takes 
effect, she expects that’ll have changed. 
“Society Jane will jump on the oppor-
tunity to meet with the Board of Su-
pervisors, as a group and individually, 
to discuss how the new tax imposed 
by Measure D will impact us and the 
City’s other cannabis businesses,” said 
Greenberg.

Menaka Mahajan, founder of 
Mahajan Consulting, a San Francisco-
based cannabis consulting firm, said 
Measure D isn’t “small business-
friendly. For a small business, which 
has to buy modest amounts of items, 
like exit bags or child-free pack-
ages, everything in the supply chain 
is expensive and compliance costs are 
disproportionately high.  To achieve 
even a small profit margin, your rev-
enue must be higher than your costs. 
This means your taxable gross receipts 
would also be higher, unless you’re the 
very smallest type of business and can 
qualify for the exemption.”

Mahajan said state taxes and 
compliance costs cause customers 
purchasing cannabis in the regulated 
market to pay higher prices than what’s 
available on the black market. “Regu-
lated businesses are already struggling 
to compete with unregulated ones,” 
said Mahajan. “Yet another tax makes 
the regulated market that much more 
unattractive. So, yes, we technically 
have legalization, but policies such as 
Measure D undermine the progress of 
legalization.” 

Mahajan, who is on the board 
of the San Francisco chapter of the 
California Growers Association, an 
advocacy group for cannabis growers 
and business owners, wants Measure 
D tax funds to be reinvested into the 
industry. “We’d like to see some of 
the money generated by the tax go 
to supporting small businesses,” said 
Mahajan. “It would be great to see 

MEASURE D continues on next page
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ART from page 7

money earmarked for public informa-
tion campaigns. A significant portion 
of the City’s population still thinks of 
cannabis as a gateway drug. We really 
need to start (educating people) so those 
who are scared of cannabis can receive 
current scientific information.” 

Ellen Komp, deputy director of 
the California chapter of the National 
Organization for the Reform of Mari-
juana Laws (NORML), said NORML 
supports earmarking funds to start 
compassion, equity, and education 
programs.  “Right now, the money from 
Measure D could be used for anything. 
We’re going to have to hold public of-
ficials accountable to make sure this 
happens,” said Komp.

 Cannabis operators that are un-
permitted at the time the tax takes ef-
fect will still have to pay it.  According 
to Amanda Fried, chief of policy and 
communications for the San Francisco 
Office of the Treasurer & Tax Collector, 
taxation isn’t tied to having a permit to 
operate. “The two things are distinct 
on purpose,” said Fried. “If you do 
something that is taxable, you have to 
pay the taxes. You can’t get a permit to 
operate unless you are registered with 
our office and paying taxes. We will 
make sure all businesses are compliant 
with tax laws, even if they are operat-
ing illegally.”

Fried said the Tax Collector is 
well equipped to receive payments. 
Federal regulations that declare can-
nabis to be a Schedule 1 drug prevent 
cannabis operators from depositing 
profits from cannabis businesses in 
banks.  “We accept payment in cash 
in City Hall, and our office and the 
entire building is secured by Sheriff’s 
deputies,” said Fried.

MEASURE D from previous page

Place a recreational vehicle en-
campment or temporary housing at 
Candlestick or Hunters Point.   There’s 
plenty of land in the area; it should be 
used to help solve problems.  Things to 
evaluate:  is this a sustainable strategy?

Develop family housing at schools.  
Buena Vista Horace Mann is already 
providing shelter to students and their 
families.  This concept could be made 
permanent, by building housing on top 
of existing campuses, or siting facilities 
that offer recreational activities and 
homes on asphalt playgrounds.  One or 
two District 10 public schools could be 
identified to examine this model.  For 
example, New School of San Francisco, 
along with San Francisco International 
High School, occupies a sprawling 
campus on De Haro Street, which could 
serve as the charter elementary school’s 
permanent site with space for family 
and teacher accommodations. Things to 
evaluate:  is the strategy cost-effective, 
safe, and emotionally sound?

Perhaps most importantly, the 
City and County should implement a 
comprehensive outcome-based bud-
geting system. The Department of 
Homelessness and Supportive Housing 
is finally establishing data collection 
and tracking mechanisms to help as-
sess the well-being of its clients.  This 
effort should be extended to create a 
results-oriented budget tracking and 
evaluation strategy, to enable policy-
makers to assess how well different 
approaches work, where monies need 
to be targeted, and whether taxpayer 

funds are being used wisely.  The cur-
rent largely ad hoc public expenditure 
scheme needs to be replaced with an 
information-rich, transparent, goals-
oriented, decision-making process.

PUBLISHER’S VIEW from page 2

SFMTA from page 4

ficient to have a guard present. SFMTA 
also needed to install a door to separate 
the upstairs viewing area from work-
ers. Signs warning against loitering or 
trespassing speckle the complex.

That the park isn’t welcoming is an 
issue for Janet Carpinelli, a Dogpatch 
Neighborhood Association member. 
“The public does not use the park now,” 
she wrote in an email to SFMTA last 
fall. “There are no signs indicating 
there is a park nor under whose juris-
diction the park falls, and there is no 
public parking available.”

SFMTA said that its promises 
will be fulfilled by the first quarter 
of 2019. The agency reported that the 
Port requested that the California State 
Coastal Conservancy modify a grant to 
allow it to develop a visual interpreta-
tive program about the creek’s cultural 
history. This element has fallen to the 
Port because, in 2017, it was revealed 
that SFMTA had only set aside $10,000 
for historical signage. The Port, mean-
while, was sitting on a $616,534 grant 
it received in 2013 to restore the five-
story Copra Crane which once operated 
on the site. When crane restoration 
estimates came in at $1.4 million, the 
Port decided to transfer the funds to 
the interpretive program and toward 
efforts to remove derelict piles from the 
creek, 500 of which have been cleared. 
Meanwhile, the crane sits in limbo, 
disassembled in six parts, in a yard 
across the street from the bus facility.

Heim also gave early 2019 as a 
target for establishing an online signup 
reservation form for the meeting room. 
However, when the bus facility opened 
neighborhood groups were led to 
believe it was only going be a couple 
months before that was setup. And, in 
an October email, Heim wrote, “We 
plan to initiate a complete rehab of the 
park’s landscape area starting in the 
next two weeks and we expect the work 
to be completed in the first quarter, 
2019.” According to Carpinelli there’s 
no evidence that landscaping work has 
begun.  In December, in response to 
a View inquiry, Heim again gave the 
two-week window.

Park greenery consists of mostly 
overgrown weeds. Carpinelli explained 
that Shoreline Park isn’t comparable to 
commons operated by the San Fran-
cisco Park and Recreation Department, 
some of which are left untended. “This 
is SFMTA’s own personal park that 
they have agreed to maintain,” she said. 

That promise was made to secure 
a San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission (BCDC) per-
mit granting permission to build near 
the creek. BCDC approval is required 
when work is proposed within 100 feet 
of a shoreline. 

Carpinelli also complained that, 
in addition to not creating handicap 
spaces, SFMTA employees have “com-
mandeered” all of the two-hour park-
ing spots on Indiana Street, the only 
road access to the promenade. One day 
she watched employee cars, identified 
by SFMTA jackets on the dashboard, 
sit until a shift change, with the next 
group waiting for the spots.

“The public park is integral to 

BCDC’s permit,” agreed Robin Chi-
ang, executive director of Friends of 
Islais Creek, which backed SFMTA 
when it sought the BCDC permit. In a 
recent email to the transit agency he 
explained, “It is SFMTA’s responsibil-
ity to provide convenient access for the 
public to Islais Creek per BCDC ap-
proval of the facility’s encroachment on 
land within its jurisdiction.” He noted 
that when it was considering granting 
the permit BCDC voiced concerns that 
SFMTA staff would monopolize street 
parking, but a plan to create six public 
parking spots was nixed after SFMTA 
expressed anxiety about busses being 
able to maneuver.

The week of the opening, SFMTA 
created an employee shuttle bus from 
the 24th Street Bay Area Rapid Tran-
sit station to several SFMTA sites, 
including Islais Creek, as part of its 
Transit First policy to reduce vehicular 
traffic by employees. According to the 
agency’s website, it only runs early 
mornings and late at night.

Montalto said he has issues with a 
walkway that runs from Cesar Chavez 
Street along Interstate-280. That west 
entrance to the park has been narrowed 
by the bus facility’s presence; anyone 
using it encounters homeless tents. 
“When the park was first originally put 
there by the Port, it was a nice park and 
didn’t have any problems. When the 
MTA got involved that’s when things 
kind of soured there,” he said. “It had a 
nice feeling. It was open. There is water 
there. There was always some element 
of trash but nothing like it is now. Now 
it’s closed off. It’s harder to get to.” 

A walk through the promenade 
last month revealed that while much 
of the east side is appealing, there’s 
litter, some of it possibly blowing from 
trash dumped near the highway or due 
to an absence of garbage cans. Under 
a bridge toward the west side, garbage 
has accumulated from the creek itself, 
including a sneaker that was seen there 
when the opening was held six months 
ago. Near the highway the refuse was 
more pronounced, among it a shell of 
a large grill. The grill itself had been 
removed and was lit between two 
homeless tents that’d been erected. 

It’s not easy to get a straight answer 
as to who is responsible for the area 
closer to I-280. SFMTA has stated that 
the parcel directly under the interstate 
is within the California Department of 
Transportation’s jurisdiction, while the 
Port is responsible for the promenade’s 
westernmost end. SFMTA’s yard runs 
partially under the highway.

In 2016, when groundwork was 
being laid for the Central Waterfront 
Homeless Navigation Center, Islais 
Creek was specifically mentioned 
as a target area for tent removal. A 
resolution between the Port and the 
City’s Department of Homelessness 
and Supportive Housing stated, “Ad-
dressing encampments in the Dogpatch 
neighborhood and maintaining these 
areas once they are cleared will remain 
a priority.” Although the document 
mentions SFMTA as controlling land 
at Islais Creek, it states that the Port 
would be responsible for removing 
homeless encampments from the site. 
SFMTA, which began constructing 
the bus facility a year before the 
agreement, wasn’t a party to it. When 
the navigation center opened in May, 
2017, existing camps at that time were 
removed.

Last month, Potrero Boosters 
president J.R. Eppler, who has attended 

community meetings with SFMTA, 
said neighbor concerns over unkept 
promises underscored the need in 
Dogpatch for more community spaces. 
“The City must provide Potrero Hill 
and Dogpatch with more resources if 
it expects us to accept the burden of 
growth and increasingly intense Muni 
maintenance facilities,” he stated.

Montalto isn’t optimistic. “I don’t 
see one positive thing the community 
has gotten out of this,” he said. “This is 
one of those spots that could have been 
a respite from the world around us. 
Instead, SFMTA seems to do whatever 
they want; there is no accountability. 
Here is this city agency with millions 
of dollars in budget and they can’t do 
right on this spot.”

lows, and oranges, like there was a fire 
inside. I wanted to get out my grief, my 
fear, my sadness. Now I paint joy and 
light. Art shows me I have a life beyond 
cancer,” said Isham.

Before being diagnosed with can-
cer, Isham had practiced adolescent 
medicine for 25 years with the San 
Francisco Department of Public Health. 
“I helped start a mental health and re-
productive and family services clinic at 
Mission High School in the late-1980s. 
We provided everything from detox 
services to stress reduction classes for 
teachers. But when I was diagnosed 20 
years ago, people wouldn’t even say the 
word “cancer.” Art for Recovery was my 
support group,” said Isham. 

Alex Withers, a UCSF medical 

liaison with factories that produce the 
actual apparel. Next door is Dawson 
Custom Workroom, where David Daw-
son designs interior soft goods, such as 
pillows and curtains. This involves a 
lot of sewing and working with interior 
designers, but he doesn’t sell items 
himself. Dawson struggled with rising 
rents in his former Dogpatch location, 
and is one of multiple tenants who 
struck a deal early with the Foundry 
and quickly moved operations onsite. 

Foundry space starts out largely 
empty, with just electricity and lights 
built-in. Most tenants, like Dawson, 
bring in their equipment.

Also on the third floor is Nomiku, 
which manufactures sous vide ma-
chines, and is known for cutting a 
$250,000 deal on an episode of “Shark 
Tank.” Roam Robotics makes exo-
skeletons that help people ski while 
minimizing injury risk.

The fourth floor will be occupied 
entirely by HumanMade. Founded by 
a former manager of San Francisco 
TechShop, a nationwide franchise of 
manufacturing coworking spaces, 
HumanMade is a nonprofit that focuses 
on education and training. “He wants 
to democratize the maker space,” 
said Falsetto. SFMade will work with 
HumanMade to find positions for those 
who graduate from its programs.

Last month, City College of San 
Francisco announced that it’d part-
nered with SFMade to provide free 
classes to small business employees, 
including Cut Loose, a SFMade mem-
ber with a clothing production facility 
in Bayview.  

FOUNDRY from page 6

ART continues on page 14
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January Outreach 2019
Community Input Needed for New Arts Initiatives
With the passage of Proposition E, the Restoration of Hotel Tax for Arts and Cultural Purposes, the San Francisco Arts Commission and 
Grants for the Arts will receive new funding to help support a variety of arts initiatives throughout the city! During the month of January, we 
will hold a series of public meetings as well as a town hall on Wednesday, February 6 at the Herbst Theater (401 Van Ness) at 5 p.m. To 
gather community feedback on how the new funds would best support the arts and culture sector in San Francisco. Information on how to 
get involved can be found at sfartscommission.org. 

Help Improve Future Muni bus service in San Francisco’s Southeastern Neighborhoods – Bayview, Hunters Point, and Visitacion Valley

Help the SFMTA Expand and Improve future Muni bus service in Southeast San Francisco by completing this 10-minute survey. 

Please visit SFMTA.com/semuniexpansion to take the survey online and learn more about the project.

Tax season is here! Find free tax preparation sites and learn how to apply for tax credit programs that may help you earn more money 
back. 

•	 San Francisco Working Families Credit (up to $500)
•	 California State Earned Income Tax Credit (up to $2,900)
•	 Federal Earned Income Tax Credit (up to $6,400)
•	 Child Tax Credit (up to $2,000)

Learn more at freetaxhelpsf.org
Call 211 to make an appointment at a site near you.

Free tax services are available to households with a 2018 income of $55,000 or less. Tax deadline is April 15, 2019.

Get out and play in the new year!
Registration for SF Recreation and Park winter classes is going on now. From art and early education classes for tots to Zumba lessons 
for adults and seniors, we have something for everyone in the family. 

At SF Recreation and Parks, everyone can get out and play! We offer full or partial scholarships for low-income families, ensuring that 
everyone can enjoy our wide selection of classes and programs.

Log on to sfrecpark.org today to browse our catalog or to find information on how to register—online or at 14 locations throughout the city.

Child support matters can be complicated, stressful, and confusing. The Department of Child Support Services helps parents understand 
the process so they know their rights and options for making and receiving support payments. Call us today at (866) 901-3212 or visit our 
office at 617 Mission Street to learn how we can help you. Information is also available online at www.sfgov.org/dcss.

Come see your local government at work!
The Board of Supervisors hold weekly meetings most Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. in Rm. 250 of San Francisco City Hall.
Share Your Best Thinking 

Attend public comment during the full Board of Supervisors meetings, or a Committee meeting held weekly in the Legislative Chamber or 
the Committee Room (Rm. 263 of San Francisco City Hall)

Got something you need to sell? 
Have a service you provide? 
Advertise in our Classified Section. 
Find more information at 
www.potreroview.net/advertise

CLASSIFIED ADS

Housekeeping
Cleaning professional since 1986. 
Offices, apartments, homes, and 
buildings. Roger Miller 415.794.4411 
References given with bid.

Writer's Companion
View editor available to work 
with writers at all levels. Groups 
also available. $50/hour. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Muir Beach Vacation Studio
Walking distance to the beach, 
with the crashing waves visible and 
audible from the place. Includes 
kitchenette and lovely patio. 
$175 plus cleaning fee, two-day 
minimum. Editor@potreroview.net; 
415.643.9578.

Muir Beach Vacation Home
Walking distance to the beach, 
with the crashing waves visible 
and audible from the place. Three 
bedrooms, two baths, with a 
lovely deck. Minimum two nights: 
$350, plus cleaning fee. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Company Retreat Space
Gorgeous, rustic, Muir Beach space 
and stunning Mission Dolores home 
available for day rentals. Perfect for 
six to 10 people engaged in retreats 
of all kinds: writing, yoga, team-
building, strategy sessions. $175 
an hour. Editor@potreroview.net; 
415.643.9578.

Modest pay, interesting assignments. 
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

Freelance Writers Wanted

The View is looking for individuals and their families  
on the cusp or recently moved to assisted living  

or other “retirement” facilities for an article series. 
Please contact: editor@potreroview.net

The View is looking for...
Support Local Journalism

More information at 
www.potreroview.net/advertise/ 

Contact us: 415.643.9578
marketing@potreroview.net
production@potreroview.net

Advertise in the View!

at the Mission location when it opened, 
and for six years prior at The Sanctu-
ary and Next Door, two shelters also 
operated by ECS. He likens his role as 
to working a customer service job. “Just 
because people aren’t paying doesn’t 
mean you don’t have to provide them 
good service,” he said.

ECS relies on a variety of food 
donors, including Meals on Wheels, 
and has volunteers who assist or hold 
events. Adobe hosts game nights once a 
month. “Name any large tech company 
in San Francisco and they volunteer 
with us,” said Soult.

Some of those companies, through 
corporate responsibility programs, 
offer matching grants for employees 
who donate time or money. Adobe, for 
instance, provides a $250 grant for 
every 10 hours of volunteer service an 
employee engages in.

Navigation centers were estab-
lished to work in conjunction with tent 
camp removal. Rather than allowing 
drop-ins or referrals, only the City’s 
Encampment Resolution Team or 
Homeless Outreach Team can place 
people. There are no wait lists, said 
Quezada. Placement is done in “real 
time,” meaning that teams know 
where openings are available at a 

HOMELESS from page 11

student between her third and fourth 
year, has volunteered with Art for 
Recovery, conducting bedside sessions, 
for the past three and a half years.  
“I bring art supplies and work with 
individual patients who cannot leave 
their room or might be uncomfortable 
doing so. Sometimes we utilize all-new 
art supplies because a patient cannot 
use what other people have touched,” 
said Withers. 

Withers, a Mission District resi-
dent, said oil painting is her medium 
of choice. Yet she sometimes cannot 
show patients how to engage in this 
art form because they’re sensitive to 
smells. At times it’s not easy to get 
patients to start work. “People feel 
very vulnerable. They have had intense 
experiences. I don’t rush people into it. 
I develop a relationship with patients 
first,” said Withers. 

Withers said helping patients tap 
into their creative and artistic abilities 
produces “the most amazing and beau-
tiful artwork. Everyone has a story to 
tell. When they realize their emotions, 
it’s no wonder that the art that they 
make is so powerful.” 

Individuals not receiving care from 
UCSF who want to participate in Art for 
Recovery should contact Cynthia Perlis. 

ART from page 13

given moment. Still, despite navigation 
centers’ increased flexibility many 
refuse help. “There is a community in 
those encampments,” explained Soult. 
“Separating them can be an issue if 
there are only two beds here and two 
beds somewhere else.”
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Kids’      Photos

This month's winner:
Roman Warder, 13 years old, 
lives on Arkansas Street, and is 
an eighth grader at Creative Arts 
Charter School. He captured this 
image at 20th and Mississippi 
streets. Congratulations, Roman!

CONTEST

Calling All Shutterbugs!
Kids 12 years and younger can submit  

a photo once a month, before the 20th of 
the month, with the winning image receiving 

$35. Teenagers from 13 to 17 years old  
are eligible for a $50 prize. Please send 
submissions to editor@potreroview.net. 

BY STEVEN J .  MOSS

Many of us have had experiences 
that’re hard to explain based on known 
science.  Someone we haven’t spoken to 
or thought about in years abruptly pops 
into our mind, only to text, call, or 
appear in front of us on the street 
shortly thereafter.  Alone or in a 
crowded place we become awash with 
a feeling that something powerful but 
invisible is present, which sometimes 
sends us meaningful messages through 
touch, voice, or telepathy.  Objects in a 
room become repeatedly displaced, 
even though no one has been in it.

We attribute these experiences, 
when we take the time to think about 
them, to having a “sixth sense,” “intu-
ition,” or a moment of déjà vu.  Some of 
us go further, believing that “the uni-
verse,” “the dead,” Christ or another 
noncorporeal entity is reaching out to 
us.  Scientists retort that it’s all in our 
heads, a matter of coincidences, mind 
tricks prompted by a deep need for 
spirituality or explicable by physical 
phenomenon. 

In An End to Upside Down Think-
ing (Waterside Press, 2018), venture 
capitalist Mark Gober mounts a full 
court press – really, an analytical blunt 
force siege – against science’s allegiance 
to “materialism;” that the universe 
wholly consists of physical substance 
– matter – and that there are no real 
phenomenon outside matter.  Instead, 
Gober insists, “nonlocal consciousness” 
is the cosmos’ building block.  

Gober’s theory is that the brain 
serves as a kind of filter, or antenna, 

Book Review: An End to Upside Down Thinking
to tap into a universal consciousness 
that exists beyond space and time, and 
to which every human – perhaps every 
creature – is connected.  This conscious-
ness – also known as “God” by various 
religions – is the creator of everything; 
experiences that’re considered in the 
“psychic” realm are simply manifesta-
tions of access to consciousness. 

Gober bookends his argument with 
an empirically-based attempt to support 
the reality of conscious experiences, and 
undermine the consistency and cred-
ibility of materialism.  He writes, “If 
even one of the anomalous phenomena” 
– remote viewing, telepathy, precogni-
tion, among other “wizard-like abili-
ties” – “is in fact, real – which I have 
become convinced is the case – then the 
‘Consciousness is primary’ framework 
is a much more suitable picture of real-
ity than materialism.”

Ultimately, the consciousness ver-
sus materialism debate centers on a 
chicken and the egg dilemma, made 
more complex because the chicken does 
not believe the egg exists, while the egg 
thinks it’s the chicken.

A subtheme of Gober’s book is sci-
ence’s bloviated nature; its intolerance 
for heresy even when confronted with 
significant uncertainty or strong evi-
dence that prevailing theories are in-
adequate or flat wrong.   That is, science 
appears to have internalized some of 
the lessons learned from the Catholic 
Church during its age of iron-fisted 
dominance over reason:  if at first you 
don’t agree, denounce, denounce again.  
The list of hypotheses that learned 
scholars initially and emphatically 

rejected that’re now widely embraced 
includes Continental Drift, that hand 
washing protects against germs, and 
genetic inheritance.  

 One need not fully accept Gober’s 
universal theory of consciousness to, 
as characterized by the X-Files, be-
lieve that the truth is out there.  There’s 
plenty of evidence suggesting that 
there are forces afoot that’re not ade-
quately explained by materialism.  
Some “supernatural” elements might 
be characterized as reflecting sensible 
evolutionary features.  Survival is 
better assured if humans developed an 
ability to sense when someone or 
something is staring at the back of 
their head.  Likewise, before invention 
of the telegram or telephone, a form of 
telepathy would be quite useful, and 
perhaps not all that different in nature 
from dog-whistling.  The notion that 
we all swim in a sea of invisible, ener-
getic, consciousness that can be ac-
cessed if approached correctly doesn’t 
seem all that far-fetched, especially as 
compared to radio waves or gravity.

It’s not surprising that pursuit of 
consciousness has been suppressed, 
even, and perhaps particularly, in 
traditional religions, including Juda-
ism and many Christian and Islamic 
sects.  At its prime, as welded by power-
ful priests and spiritualists, those who 
may have had a genetic predisposition 
or sufficient training to access con-
sciousness – or skillful pretended that 
they did – frequently mis-used their 
status, fiercely attacked rational 
thought and scientists, suppressed 
dissent, enforced inequality, and gener-

ally ripped people off.  Likewise, given 
its illusive and largely invisible nature, 
consciousness is easily dismissed.  As 
a result, assuming its existence, there 
are few structured, proven, avenues for 
budding consciousness raisers to learn 
how to harness and potentially ma-
nipulate this force, for good or evil. 

Science is entering a complex pe-
riod, in which artificial intelligence, 
genetic alteration, robotics, and a host 
of other developments may be on the 
cusp of redefining what it means to be 
human.  Simultaneously, social thought, 
politics, and culture are in the midst of 
turning upside down a plethora of 
previously unassailable norms.  Mari-
juana use is lawful in a growing 
number of states; psychotropic drugs 
may soon be therapeutically legal; a 
fierce battle over “appropriate” gender 
roles and actions is being waged, the 
result of which ultimately may be men 
handing women the metaphorically 
keys to the (self-driving) car and al-
lowing them to take over.  Given the 
serious challenges and awesome op-
portunities ahead, it’s time to desegre-
gate consciousness and science from 
their laboratory and retreat center 
ghettos, or at least open clear avenues 
for consciousness exploration to be 
respected and supported.  

It’s plausible that all of us have 
untapped abilities which, if properly 
nurtured, could improve our lives, in-
dividually and collectively.  If not, the 
effort would cause no more harm than 
engaging in prayer or meditation.  Or, 
it could be magical.   
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Sale Prices effective January 1-20, 2019

Super Friday Discount!
Save 15% off On The Last Friday Of 
The Month! * Valid 1/25/19
*Potrero Hill Location Only
*Can Not Be Combined With Other Offers
*Excludes All Sale Items

Clover
Milk
128 oz -reg 5.19-5.69

.50¢ Off

Straus
Organic Yogurt
32 oz  -reg 5.79

$4.99

Harmless Harvest
Coconut Water

32 oz -reg 10.99

$9.49
16 oz -reg 5.99

$4.99
Wyman’s of Maine
Frozen Mixed Berries
15 oz - reg 4.69

$3.99

Barbara’s Bakery
Morning Oat Crunch
14 oz -reg 5.99

$3.99

Boulder Canyon
Canyon Cut Chips

5.2-6.5 oz -reg 3.99

$2.99Celestial Seasonings
Teas
20 ct -reg 4.29

$2.99

Koyo
Ramen Noodles
2 oz -reg 1.49

99¢

Progresso
Soups
19 oz  -reg 3.29-3.69

2/$4

Barbara’s Bakery
Puffins

10-11 oz -reg 5.49

$3.99

Tasty Bite
Indian Entrees
10 oz -reg 3.89

$2.79

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8:30 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 ©2019


