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BY JEREMIAH WALL

It’s just past noon on a Tuesday 
in April, and I’m bottle-feeding a 
seven-day-old black-tailed deer fawn 
on top of Potrero Hill.  Energetic 
young squirrels perform gymnastics 
in a cage; a 60-year-old tortoise slowly 
makes his way through the backyard 
of a small house on 25th Street, where 
animal babies are kept until they can 
be released back into the wild. 

My search for wildlife in the area 
has led me to Yggdrasil, a wildlife 
rescue organization started in 2001 
and directed by Lila Travis, a squirrel 
behaviorist, wildlife rehabilitation spe-
cialist, and overall friend to animals. 

“Back in our youth, when my 
husband and I founded this organiza-
tion, we were fascinated by this Norse 
myth,” said Travis. “The universe is 
supported in the branches of a tree. The 
tree’s name is Yggdrasil. Up and down 
travels Ratatosk the squirrel, and Ra-
tatosk delivers messages between the 
snake coiled at the roots, and the eagle 
at the top, and the deer in the branches. 
It’s a beautiful story”, she laughed, 
“and for some reason we decided to 
name our organization Yggdrasil, so 

Wildlife Found Throughout 
Southside San Francisco

nobody can pronounce it.”
The squirrels typically found in the 

Bay Area are Eastern grays, introduced 
a century ago by California Fish and 
Wildlife to provide sport for hunters. 
The Western gray squirrel tends to stay 
in forested areas. According to Travis, 
squirrels spend a long time with their 
mothers. “They have to completely 
take care of these helpless creatures 
for months in an environment that’s 
not easy to live in. Because of this, mom 
nature has activated in their brains 
a serious emotional complexity,” she 
explained.

“Our job is to raise orphan wildlife 
with the express purpose of releasing 
them back into the wild, to give them 
a second chance, and to mitigate the 
human impact on the environment,” 
Travis said.  

Yggdrasil regularly receives calls 
from San Franciscans concerned about 
squirrels damaging gardens and fruit. 
“People call and say ‘this squirrel is 
taking one bite out all my apples and 
dropping them on the ground’. Well, 
they’re supposed to do that, because 
mom nature programmed them to trig-

BY JACOB BOURNE

Last spring, Sonic, a Santa Ro-
sa-based internet service provider, 
launched service in several San Fran-
cisco neighborhoods, including Potrero 
Hill, advancing an internet access al-
ternative for residents and businesses. 
The growing company offers Gigabit 
Fiber Internet, which transmits data at 
a rate of 1,000 megabits a second, with 
download speeds 50 times the national 
average. Unlimited net access plus 
home phone service costs $40 monthly, 
low compared to major competitors. 
AT&T has a $40 per month internet 
access plan, with 50 megabits per 
second speed. 

“Across San Francisco, we’ve 
seen huge market demand for not only 
high-speed Gigabit Fiber internet but 
for an alternative competitive carrier 
that won’t throttle speeds and that will 
treat customers fairly,” offered Stephen 
Bradley, Sonic’s director of consumer 
sales and marketing. “Sonic has long 
believed that access to fast, afford-
able internet is a basic right, and our 
continued expansion in the Bay Area 
shows our commitment to making this 
a reality.”

Sonic Disrupts Potrero Hill

BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

Growing up in San Francisco 
can provide wider opportunities and 
exposure to culture, but it’s not without 
challenges to parents, particularly 
when it comes to navigating housing, 
child care and schools.

The trend over the past 40 years has 
been for families to leave San Francisco 
when children reach school age. A 
mere 18 percent of households consist 
of families, almost half the proportion 
than average for America’s dozen larg-
est cities, a figure that hasn’t changed 
much in generations. 

According to a 2017 San Francisco 
Planning Department brief, Housing 
for Families with Children, East Bay 
counties have double the percentage 
of households with children relative 
to the City. Among Bay Area counties, 
Marin has the next fewest after San 
Francisco, with 11 percent more than 
the City.

Whether Millennials keep with 
past trends is yet to be determined. Ac-
cording to Lisa Nowell, director of the 

Families Continue to 
Struggle to Stay in the City

San Francisco artist, Elaine Badgley Arnoux, 
had a vision after coming across a pile of 
toilets in her apartment building’s basement; 
she saw our 45th president sitting on top. 
Fourteen artists have transformed toilets into 
pieces reflecting on the state of democracy as 
part of FLUSH: a Protest Project, exhibiting 
at the Swedish American Hall, 2174 Market 
Street, Friday and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
through July 28. Herein are images by 18th 
Street resident Peter Linenthal, Trump Tower 
with Russian rubles in the bowl. Photograph:  
Peter Linenthal

play space, Recess, on Carolina Street, 
about one-quarter of her 200 members 
have moved out of San Francisco in the 
past six months, a typical turnover rate 
during the business’ 10-year history.

Whether parents should stay or 
leave the City is a top subject on the 
San Francisco Mom’s Blog, according 
to Managing Editor Rebecca Lang. 
“It’s an expensive city for housing. 
That’s the biggest thing that I’ve seen 
personally. A lot of my friends get 
pushed out because they couldn’t afford 
a big enough place to raise a family,” 
she said. “The second challenge is 
probably schooling. The school lottery 
system just scares everyone and throws 
everyone for a loop and if you are not 
doing public school, private school gets 
expensive.”

Allison Poon grew up in San Fran-
cisco schools; her husband is a public 
school teacher in Oakland.  They want 
public schools as an option for their 
three children. Before entering San 
Francisco’s school lottery she looked 

WILDLIFE continues on page 12

SONIC continues on page 12

FAMILIES continues on page 13

Sonic’s Gigabit Fiber Internet 
is a fiber-to-the-premise internet 
connection; the company provides 
fiber all the way to the house, thereby 
endowing it with faster download and 
upload speeds. When installers arrive 
at a residence they access the nearest 
utility pole holding the terminal that 
distributes fiber, from which they pull 
fiber using an aerial drop. They hook 
that up to the home’s optical network 
terminal and use existing ethernet 
infrastructure to attach the ONT to the 
residential gateway to begin providing 
internet and WiFi service. Once that’s 
complete, the installation crew goes 
to the local convergence point to con-
nect the home to the backbone fiber 
network.  

Sonic operates its internet service 
in more than 125 California cities 
and continues to grow. The company 
markets itself as a more honest and 
transparent alternative to Comcast 
and AT&T.  Chief Executive Officer 
Dane Jasper supports net neutrality, a 
controversial regulation that mandates 
that the internet operate at equal 
speeds for content providers regardless 
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Potrero Hill residents Steve Phil-
lips and Susan Sandler are leading 
efforts to invest $10 million to sup-
port Stacey Abrams’ quest to become 
Georgia’s first African-American 
woman governor.  Phillips is a former 
San Francisco Unified School District 
board member and author of Brown 
is the New White:  How the Demo-
graphic Revolution Has Created a New 
American Majority, a playbook, of 
sorts, for Abrams’ campaign.  To win in 
November, Abrams’ strategy is to turn 
out a couple hundred thousand more 
nonwhite voters, reinforced by Phillips’ 
PowerPAC Georgia…Meanwhile, closer 
to home, Potrero Boosters’ president 
J.R. Eppler has dropped out of the 
District 10 Board of Supervisors race.  
The politician he was looking to re-
place, Malia Cohen, who is termed out 
of the Board of Supervisors, is running 
against Republican Mark Burns for the 
District 2 Board of Equalization seat.

A three-way stop sign was in-
stalled on De Haro and Division 
streets last month.  New traffic lights 
and placards seem to be popping up 
faster than nail salons and cafes once 
did, perhaps suggesting that the go-go 
growth of the last decade is slowing 
down, at least traffic-wise…

Housing
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1970. I’m 10 years-old, waiting for a 
haircut at what’d now be called an old-
fashioned barber shop in West Covina.  
The chairs are filled with men, most 
likely in their 30s and 40s, but to my 
adolescent eyes they seemed Biblically 
ancient. I desperately wanted to grab 
one of the Playboys strewn around the 
side tables but was stopped by a force-
field of my own making, consisting of 
throbbing energy generated by equal 
parts fear of actually seeing an image 
of a naked female body and of being 
busted for underage peeping. Instead, 
I absently leafed through Highlights 
for Children.

“Did you see the prices on those 
new houses being built on the old 
orange grove down the street,” asked 
a customer, as the barber snipped his 
hair.  “Astro-nomical!”

“Yeah,” replied the barber.  “I don’t 
know how long I’ll be able to afford to 
live here, if prices keep going up.”

“You need to buy something,” said 
the customer.  “You’ll never lose money 
investing in California real estate.”

“Better than gold,” said the barber, 
as he snapped on an electric razor.

While it’s common wisdom that 
we’re in the midst of a housing “crises,” 
California may more aptly be consid-
ered in the next phase of an almost 
200-year-long, sometimes stampeding, 
occasionally retreating, land rush.  
There’s been periods of deep and 
scary recessions, but over the past 50 
years alone home prices have more 
than quadrupled in inflation-adjusted 
terms, escalating twice as fast as the 
national average.  Eye-popping real 
estate values have been a top tier 
topic of conversation my entire life; 
Californians’ eyeballs are no doubt 
weary from the number of times they’ve 
bulged in response to the latest gossip 
about how much that dump around the 
corner sold for.  

Intermittently-accelerating real 
estate prices have been driven by the 
state’s natural gifts, technological 
changes and public policies.  Ample 
taxpayer investments in water supplies, 
highways, and a world-class educa-
tional system created the conditions 
for the food processing, film, aerospace, 
defense, electronics, dot.com, social 
media, biotechnology, artificial intel-
ligence and other ever-higher-wage 
industries to anchor here.  As a result of 

capturing the lion’s share of each next 
gen’s jobs, average household income 
is almost $10,000 higher in California 
than nationally.  

More importantly, there’s a surplus 
of people willing and able to shoulder 
aside those making what might be 
called a “service job salary” to pay 
a premium for the lowliest of shacks.  
Six-figure incomes are more common 
in California than anywhere else in 
America.  Palo Alto and Newport 
Beach are the nation’s wealthiest cities, 
with the state’s municipalities occupy-
ing more than half the top 20 spots in 
terms of household wealth.  Skewed 
prosperity has flattened what used to 
be a long ladder of housing price points 
– with rungs that extended from tiny 
townhouses and manufactured home 
parks in inland counties to Pacific 
Heights mansions – into a stepping 
stool constructed of a few different size 
mountains of cash.

I remember driving across the Bay 
Bridge in the early-1980s, Berkeley to 
San Francisco in reliably less than 25 
minutes, and thinking that the state 
had prepared for a future that’d yet 
to come.  Freeways were largely un-
congested, parks and open space often 
empty, schools and universities sparkly 
with promise.  California felt like a 
land of plenty, able to accommodate 
whatever growth was on its way.  

That future has arrived.  The food 
is better, it’s a lot more expensive and 
crowded, and the land rush that’s 
been galloping, meandering, retreat-
ing, accelerating, and trotting for a 
couple hundred years is in full, furious, 
stampede. 

Few goods or services are nested 
within a pure supply meets demand 
market.  Housing isn’t one of them.  A 
tangled web of public policies and so-
cial pressures determine the quantity, 
quality, availability, location and cost 
of homes.  These rules and communal 
strands emerged to encourage property 
ownership, enable Californians to stay 
in their residences even as they escalate 
in value, maximize individual inde-
pendence and help with affordability. 
But as conditions have changed a web 
that was supposed to capture pests 
has instead served to tie-up housing 
supplies.  It’s time for this mesh to be 

Last spring, a Rhode Island Street 
homeowner alleged that an effort to 
repair a rotting fence escalated into 
an assault. The incident started with 
a non-confrontational discussion be-
tween the homeowner and his neighbor 
about fixing the fence that divides the 
two properties. Shortly after, the home-
owner reported that he, his spouse and 
a contractor were approached by the 
neighbor’s partner, who sprayed their 
faces with a garden hose equipped with 
a high-pressure nozzle. During the in-
cident the alleged assailant reportedly 
yelled, “You are a terrorist. We know 
you are from the Middle East. Go back 
to where you came from.”  According to 
the homeowner, other hateful language 
was used; he injured his arm while 
trying to shield his wife. The victims 
retreated into their home and called the 
police, who advised them to avoid the 
neighbor and seek a restraining order. 
The homeowner said he felt bewildered 
and distressed by the experience, with 
insomnia and high anxiety after it. 
The attack was especially disappoint-
ing to him because he considered San 
Francisco to be a “hate-free zone.” He's 
lived in the Bay Area for decades, as 
well as Florida and England, and had 
never previously been victimized. 

PUBLISHER'S VIEW continues on page 6

touchstone
C O M M E R C I A L  P A R T N E R S
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What’s new on Potrero Hill!

Susan Olk, Top Producer, CRS, CLHMS
BRE# 00788097 

415.550.8835 
SusanOlk@ZephyrSF.com 
www.susanolk.com

Market Update
Neighborhood Activity
courtesy of Amber Slovick

Newest Listings
Address Property Type BD/BA/PKG List Price
335 Pennsylvania Condo 3 / 2.1 / 1 $2,795,000

650 De Haro Street Multi - / - / - $2,600,000

333 Pennsylvania Condo 3 / 2.1 / 1 $2,495,000

686 Connecticut House 3 / 2 / 1 $1,695,000

319 Arkansas Street House 1 / 1 / 1 $1,348,000

2318 25th Street #A Condo 3 / 2 / 1 $1,295,000

546 Wisconsin Street Condo 2 / 2 / 1 $1,199,000

356 Utah Street Condo 3 / 1 / - $1,150,000

27 Blair Terrace Condo 3 / 1 / 1 $899,000

451 Kansas Street Condo - / 1 / 1 $599,000

Recent Sales
Address Property Type BD/BA/PKG List Price Sold Price
324-326 Mississippi Multi - / - / - $2,850,000 $2,660,000

444 Kansas Street House 3 / 3 / 1 $1,895,000 $2,200,000

231 Connecticut Multi - / - / - $1,595,000 $1,610,000

654 Vermont Street Condo 2 / 1 / 1 $1,175,000 $1,500,000

310 Carolina Street Condo 2 / 2 / 1 $1,198,000 $1,310,000

611 Carolina Street Condo 2 / 2 / 1 $995,000 $1,125,000

12 Littlefield Terrace House 2 / 2 / 1 $899,000 $1,085,000

24 Blair Terrace House 2 / 1 / 1 $849,000 $1,010,000

1623 18th Street Condo 1 / 2 / 1 $988,800 $988,800

517 Vermont Street Condo 1 / 1.1 / - $799,000 $800,000
Source: San Francisco Association of REALTORS® Multiple Listing Service (SFAR MLS). Display of MLS data is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed accurate by the MLS.

Zephyr’s yearly COLLECTION magazine is out now, featuring one 

of my amazing listings from last year, 727 De Haro Street. Next 

year, your property sold by me could be featured too! To view the 

magazine in its entirety, visit:  https://issuu.com/zephyrsf

 

BY JACOB BOURNE

While the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency doesn’t plan to 
permanently alter the Muni bus route, 
10 Townsend, riders may be impacted 
by a temporary redirecting due to 
construction underway on 25th Street 
between Dakota and Connecticut 
streets related to HOPE SF. The project, 
approved in 2017, is steadily redevelop-
ing the Potrero Annex-Terrace housing 
complex, with the goal of ultimately 
delivering 1,700 residences, 3.5 acres 
of open space and 45,000 square feet of 
retail and community areas.

According to Erica Kato, SFMTA 
deputy spokesperson, the agency’s 
service planning team coordinated 
with the project’s developer, Bridge 
Housing, to install construction notice 
and route-specific signs at temporary 
stops. The provisional rerouting is 
expected to last until early August. The 
disruption began on May 21 and also 
impacted the 48-bus line.

The 10 Townsend was diverted 
from Dakota Street, where construc-
tion is occurring, and rerouted to Con-
necticut and Wisconsin streets. Several 
stops on Dakota and 25th streets are 
on hiatus, while temporary stops have 
been added to Connecticut, Arkansas, 

10 Townsend 
Temporarily 
Rerouted

10 TOWNSEND continues on page 14PARKING continues on page 6

BY JESSICA ZIMMER

The San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency (SFMTA) is 
considering a proposal by San Francis-
co Police Department (SFPD) Deputy 
Chief Mikail Ali to permanently des-
ignate three blocks of red curbs and 
“police vehicles only” signs around a 
SFPD-leased 17th Street building. The 
facility, home to specialized equipment, 
and which hosts constabulary train-
ings, is located between 1700 and 1740 
17th Street. Currently, there are no 
red curbs around the structure, with 
“police vehicles only” signs on De Haro 
and Carolina streets. 

Potrero Hill residents, businesses, 
and neighborhood organizations, 
including the Potrero Boosters and 
the Potrero Dogpatch Merchants Asso-
ciation (PDMA), expressed significant 
anxieties about the SFPD proposal at a 
SFMTA public hearing held last spring. 

“The Boosters and PDMA have 
raised concerns about the SFPD re-
quest. Having heard from the com-
munity at the May 4 hearing, we’re 
compiling that input. This summer 
we’ll reconvene the conversation be-
tween all parties,” said Andy Thornley, 
SFMTA senior analyst of parking and 
curb management. 

According to Thornley, enforce-
ment of current or expanded parking 

San Francisco Police Department 
Wants Parking Restrictions Around
17th Street Facility

restrictions could be done by SFPD or 
SFMTA.  “Per SF Transportation Code, 
police-only parking is meant to be used 
for police service vehicles, like squad 
cars, as opposed to members of the 
Police Department reporting to work,” 
said Thornley.

Kansas Street resident, Keith 
Goldstein, said business owners are 
concerned because there’s little avail-
able parking in the neighborhood.  
“There’s an increase in the work popu-
lation in this area. This means there’s 
a great demand, especially among 
commuters. Out-of-town commuters 
park all day on Potrero Hill and use 
ride shares to get to their offices…
because of the steep hills, locals often 
drive to our local shops and they need 
the parking. The police are as much 
victims of the parking crunch as the 
neighbors,” said Goldstein.

The 17th Street building, formerly 
Jamba Juice’s headquarters, houses 
SFPD’s Special Weapons and Tactics 
team, bomb squad unit, and a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security office. The 
facility also serves as a storeroom for 
specialized equipment, including ve-
hicles. In the past, trainings have drawn 
so many personal vehicles of officers 
that SFPD has posted “police-only 
parking” signs along the north side of 
Jackson Playground; SFPD has author-
ity to enforce temporary curb closures. 

“Neighbors said this was burden-
some and knocked out parking for play-
ground visitors and shopping. We want 
to balance the needs of the police with 
the needs of the community, given that 
there’s a finite amount of curb space in 
the neighborhood,” said Thornley. 

Although street parking is available 
on 16th Street, Carolina and Wisconsin 
streets have undeveloped curbs and 
missing sidewalks.  “Carolina Street 
doesn’t have sidewalks at the 17th Street 
end. In that respect, Carolina Street 
is still 100 years old. These are streets 
which not long ago were mostly in-
dustrial and undeveloped…pretty raw 
edges…no curbs or gutters or sidewalks. 
As the City has filled out, we have 
streets that are now busier and more ac-
tive, with more people,” said Thornley. 
“We don’t actively add sidewalks to 
streets where they’re missing. Instead 
we try to have developers do it as they 
build out properties. Certainly, having 
Carolina Street’s edges be more defined 
would make that street work better.” 

J.R. Eppler, Boosters president, said 
he’s concerned that the City and SFPD 
aren’t honoring previous commitments. 
“The City made a promise it would 
build sidewalks in this area. SFPD 
promised there would be a community 
room in the police office to be available 
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Zephyr Real Estate | 4040 24th Street | San Francisco, CA 94114

2 Condos in 1 Great Building 
= Partner Opportunity!

MELINDA LEE 
Your Agent for Good. e-Pro, SRES

415.336.0754 | melinda@melindalee.realtor
Lic. #01344377 | melindalee.realtor

This hot market has put me in 
touch with folks asking just 
how high these prices will go? 
Best not to wait.  Call me 
today for a no-obligation 
assessment of your property, 
and a step-by-step plan to 
get you the highest price. 
I'm here to help.

Unique opportunity to own one or BOTH of these 
newly-converted condos (for sale by one owner)

850 WISCONSIN (Top Unit)

2,202 sq. ft. (per condo map)
3-Bdrm, 2-Bath condo on 2 Levels, 
with incredible DOWNTOWN views! 
Chef's kitchen, full top-floor Master 
Suite w/skylights, view & private 
deck, huge 2-car garage; beautiful 
shared garden.
 

850-A WISCONSIN (Lower Unit)

813 sq. ft. (per condo map)
2-Bdrm, 1-Bath condo with large 
attached front deck. All new kitchen 
appliances, updated bathroom, 
large closets & large storage room, 
in-unit laundry.

Call for details and more information—PRIME opportunity!

BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

The San Francisco Municipal 
Transit Agency (SFMTA) opened its 
Islais Creek bus facility last month 
and, if promises are kept, neighborhood 
groups hope that the long-neglected 
area will soon have a landscaped prom-
enade featuring displays honoring the 
creek’s waterfront labor history.

“Going forward a maintenance 
plan will be executed to ensure this 
space is welcomed by nearby residents 
and visitors,” reported Adrienne Heim, 
SFMTA spokesperson. She indicated 
that over the summer the agency will 
be landscaping and, from funds once 
earmarked to restore the old Copra 
Crane to the site, develop signage pay-
ing homage to the creek’s history.

The facility, located on 8.4 acres at 
the end of Indiana Street, is SFMTA’s 
first new bus yard in 29 years.  It’ll 
house and provide maintenance for 
166 hybrid busses. Development of it 
was more than a decade in the making; 
years ago, when the permit process was 
underway, SFMTA made several com-
mitments to the community, including 
establishing a meeting room and lobby 
that’d serve as a museum of sorts to 
labor history. Budget challenges slowed 
the project, however; many of the 
pledges were abandoned. 

Ten years ago, SFMTA developed 
Shoreline Park on the promenade that 
runs beside the creek, from Indiana 
Street to Interstate-280. But, over the 

Community Amenities Shrunk at New Islais 
Creek Bus Facility

past decade, the walkway became 
overrun by homeless camps, graffiti 
and garbage.

“That was their responsibility from 
when BCDC gave them the permit,” 
said Janet Carpinelli, Dogpatch Neigh-
borhood Association member, referring 
to the Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission. “The property, they 
were supposed to be maintaining it and 
they never did. They didn’t seem to be 
working on it until we pointed it out.”

Three contentious meetings with 
neighborhood representatives over 
the past year ultimately resulted in 
creation of a community room that’ll 
be accessible to the public by appoint-
ment during weekdays from 9 a.m. to 
10 p.m. There are also restrooms and a 
second floor overlook of the creek that 
SFMTA has designated a public lobby. 
Heim stated that the Agency is com-
mitted to providing “visuals, including 
artwork in the community room that 
truly represents the neighborhood’s 
rich history.”

As a result of DNA advocacy, the 
homeless camps have been removed, 
garbage along the promenade cleaned 
up, and graffiti on a modern art sculp-
ture erected five years ago painted 
over. Carpinelli pointed out that the 
park still has no trash cans, handicap 
parking or bike locking racks. 

“If we were in North Beach or Noe 
Valley, it wouldn’t be in this condition. 
It would be clean,” said nearby resident 
Dennis Montalto.

Islais Creek is far way from North 
Beach or Noe Valley. It’s a long-forgotten 
area that thus far has been bypassed by 
the City’s development boom. Across 
the street from the SFMTA facility is a 
graveyard for old streetcars; in an adja-
cent yard the 54-ton Copra Crane that 
once stood five stories in the creek lies 
rusting, disassembled into six parts. The 
promenade sculpture, by artist Nobuho 
Nagasawa, it itself a ghostly fixture, 
designed to suggest old ships that once 
were built and operated on the creek.

In the 1990s an effort was launched 
to restore the crane, which workers 
once operated by hand to load livestock 
feed, resulting from crushed copra, 
onto ships. The Copra Crane Labor 
Landmark Association, led by labor 
activist Archie Green, raised awareness 
of the endeavor.  In 2013, the Port of San 
Francisco, which is in possession of the 
crane, was able to secure a $616,534 
grant from the California Coastal 
Conservatory to restore it. According 
to Harvey Schwartz, curator for the In-
ternational Longshore and Warehouse 
Union, the restoration estimate is now 
$1.4 million. Schwartz said CCLLA 
was consisted mostly of retirees, 
many of whom have died. Only he and 
Archie’s son, Derek, remain; they have 
little capacity to raise additional funds.

According to David Beaupre, 
senior waterfront planner for the Port, 
the plan to restore the crane in full is 
essentially dead. Instead the Port is 
diverting $235,000 to assist the SFMTA 

in ensuring the interpretive program 
comes to fruition; the SFMTA having 
only set aside $10,000 of its own budget 
for the historical homage.Another 
$375,000 is being spent to remove der-
elict piles in the creek, which was built 
into the original grant. Three hundred 
piles have been removed thus far. The 
current plan for the crane is to break it 
into smaller artifacts to be used as part 
of the heritage display.

“We stepped back and said this 
is still a good use of public funds,” 
Beaupre said. “It’s not a happy ending 
but I think we have come to a good 
compromise.”

Islais Creek’s was one of 10 Bay 
Area sites included in the Resilient by 
Design Bay Area Challenge, an initia-
tive funded by a $4.6 million grant from 
the Rockefeller Foundation to address 
climate change impacts on the shore-
line. Two international urban design 
and architectural firms, Danish-based 
Bjarke Ingels Group and Netherlands-
based One Architecture, as well as 
San Francisco’s Sherwood Design 
Engineers, were part of the Islais Creek 
team. Final design concepts largely 
looked at ways to bring “the existing 
ecosystem into the next economy” and 
proposed restoring native landscapes 
around the creek, adding open space 
east of Third Street, finding ways to 
best utilize industry to create jobs while 
mitigating rising sea levels, and making 
the creek “a walkable destination.” 
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Red, white & 
boom!

farleysco�ee.com
1315 18th St (@Texas)  |  415-648-1545

Join Potrero Hill’s all-American 
tradition: our July 4th safe & sane 
fireworks show. The fun starts
right after dark on 18th Street. 

Bring the kids! 

BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

 
Amidst a chaos of construction that 

includes the University of California, 
San Francisco Child, Teen and Fam-
ily Center/Department of Psychiatry 
Building to the west, the Chase Center 
to the north and apartment buildings in 
between, there’s a 9.8-acre parcel along 
the waterfront that was supposed to 
have been turned into a park by 2017.

Last summer, bids for the first 
phase of what’s to become Crane Cove 
Park came in 40 percent over estimates, 
something David Beaupre, Port of San 
Francisco senior waterfront planner, 
said is common in “this heated con-
struction climate.” New proposals were 
due last month; if one is accepted, con-
struction could begin in late August.

The incipient park, which is east of 
Illinois Street between Mariposa and 

Construction of Crane Cove Park May Begin Next Month

19th streets, will provide public access 
to the shoreline and feature a beach, as 
well as a boat launching area for kay-
aks, sailboats and other small craft. An 
open green, sun deck and waterfront 
walkway also are included in a plan 
that was drawn up by engineering firm 
AECOM six years ago. 

A slipway, which’ll run through the 
middle of the park, will be retained, 
adorned by two cranes on opposite ends, 
fronted by a plaza for farmers markets 
and food trucks. The presence of the 
cranes, nicknamed Nick and Nora, led 
to the park’s name, which emerged 
from a summer intern project studying 
possibilities for Pier 70 in 2005. 

The Port plans to preserve several 
relics left behind from the site’s ship-
yard history and restore three build-
ings identified as historical resources.

The entire project is expected to 

cost between $30 to $35 million, at 
least half of which will be spent on 
developing the beach, plazas, pathways 
and furnishings. To secure reasonably 
priced proposals this round, Beaupre 
said the Port removed “alternate bid 
items” and conducted additional out-
reach. Last summer, the Port received 
just three offers; it’s hoping to get 
at least a couple more. According to 
Beaupre, the items eliminated from the  
proposal aren’t significant, with a few 
exceptions. The tops of the two cranes 
and a children’s playground were omit-
ted after the Port reached an agreement 
with San Francisco Parks Alliance 
to sponsor a $4 million fundraiser to 
finance those separately. Building 49, 
which’ll feature a café, aquatic center 
and boat storage, also was removed to 
be bid on separately.

If the project follows the latest 
timeline, the bulk of the park will be 
complete by the end of 2019. The Port 
faces restrictions in doing in-water 
work, however.  “We can only do it 
between July and November every year 
so if we miss that, it pushes everything 

Park design by AECOM. PHOTO: Courtesy of Port of San Francisco

out,” said Beaupre.
The Port met with the Dogpatch 

Neighborhood Association (DNA) last 
month to give an update on the project. 
While DNA president Bruce Huie said 
there were no surprises, as the orga-
nization has been in contact regularly 
with the Port, he indicated there were 
concerns. “We expected something in 
2018 at the latest and it continues to 
shift,” he said. There also was disap-
pointment in the elements removed 
from the bid. “We want to make sure 
they get in. We hope the Port can find 
that funding as soon as possible.”

Bidding for Building 49 won’t be 
triggered until the next project stage. 
That’ll be followed by an extension of 
19th Street and creation of Georgia 
Street to the east to connect the exten-
sion to 20th Street. The Port also plans 
to move the parking lot at Illinois and 
20th streets up a block to the southeast 
corner of 19th, where it’ll be across the 
street from the park and a block closer 
to the Chase Center.

BY JACOB BOURNE

Rapid economic growth, which 
has attracted more residents and 
commuters, congesting streets, has 
changed, yet again, the nature of City 
life.  San Francisco’s homeless popula-
tion remains stubbornly high, with a 
sense that erratic street behavior has 
become ubiquitous. Among the many 
demographics impacted by these vicis-
situdes are senior citizens, who struggle 
with age-related health and emotional 
concerns. 

While retirees also cope with high 
living costs, the free meal program 
offered at the Potrero Hill Neighbor-
hood House lingers under-capacity, 
with roughly one-dozen attendees at 
each repast. “Attendance at the senior 
lunch has dwindled over the years due 
to people passing away or moving out 
of the City,” said Edward Hatter, the 
Nabe’s executive director. “Potrero 
Hill has lost most of its senior popula-
tion, so it’s a question of reaching out 
to seniors in other neighborhoods and 
getting them here.”

Seniors Clinging to 
San Francisco, Despite 
Challenges

According to niche.com, a website 
that compiles neighborhood statistics, 
the fraction of residents over the age of 
65 in Potrero Hill is just seven percent, 
down from upwards of twice that 
proportion a decade ago. 

According to Hatter, misinfor-
mation is another barrier to lunch 
attendance; some individuals don’t go 
because they think that the program 
is designed for low income people and 
don’t realize that anyone aged 60 or 
older can attend. Muni bus lines 10,19 
and 48 transport luncheon goers to 
the Nabe.  Seniors can also use San 
Francisco Paratransit, a van service 
run by the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency that caters 
to those with disabilities or mobil-
ity impediments. However, Hatter 
explained that sometimes the elderly 
aren’t motivated to leave their homes.   

The senior lunch is run by Project 
Open Hand, a nonprofit organization 
that offers similar meal programs at 
about 14 other City locations, such as 

SENIORS continues on page 7
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PUBLISHER'S VIEW from page 2

reweaved.  
There’s plenty of residential space 

in the state, as measuring by square 
footage.  It’s just not equally distrib-
uted, with strong incentives – Proposi-
tion 13 limits; mortgage tax deduction; 
only mildly progressive income tax – for 
those with means to over-consume.  
My 80-something parents continue to 
occupy the five-bedroom home I grew 
up in Palo Alto; my own family lives 
in an oversized flat bigger than our 
needs.  Many San Francisco property 
owners leave space that could be rented 
unoccupied, rather than risk letting to 
potentially unpleasant tenants pro-
tected by stringent rent control laws.  

This underutilized space could 
be drawn into the market through 
various tactics.  Already there’s been 
an uptick in multigenerational families 
co-inhabiting, soaking up otherwise 
unused rooms. In 1940, a quarter of the 
population did so, a percentage that 
halved by 1980, but has now rebounded 
almost to mid-century last levels.  In 
addition to financial reasons, better 
relationships between age groups may 
be leading kin to actually want to live 
together.  

Vastly greater amounts of desir-
able, but smaller-sized, well-located 
housing situations need to be developed 
for empty-nesters of all ages, to induce 
them out of their oversized homes.  
This could include ready access to 
comfortable autonomous vehicles; 
ample, accessible, storage for keepsakes 
and records; onsite work and banking 
areas; multiple dining opportunities; 
and a variety of compelling nearby 
activities.  It’s time to hack real estate, 
creating captivating mix-and-match 

living opportunities, such as small 
residences for adults, who could vol-
unteer as support staff, co-located 
with churches, museums, zoos, schools, 
botanical gardens, and aquariums.  

Social change needs to be ac-
companied by policy alterations.  New 
zoning designations – “affordable 
(mixed-use) multi-unit,” “jobs-housing 
balance,” “communal” – should be 
adopted and implemented in diverse 
areas throughout the state, encompass-
ing land that has to be at least partially 
dedicated to reasonably priced housing, 
with associated greater densities and 
amenity-requirement waivers.  Propo-
sition 13 needs to be carefully modified, 
perhaps by transitioning from property 
to a mix of more progressive income 
and capital gains taxes, adjusted to 
reflect socially beneficial real estate 
sales, such as downsizing and making 
way for families.  The mortgage tax 
deduction should ultimately disappear 
or shift to being purely income-based.  
Owners of rent-controlled property 
should be allowed to pay into an afford-
able housing fund to release their assets 
from pricing limits, with the policy 
changed from a broad entitlement to 
one that’s income-tested and accompa-
nied with equivalent value tax credits 
to remaining and voluntarily-enrolled 
rent-controlled units.

California needs to continue rei-
magining and reinvesting in its trans-
portation system, creating a multimode 
network that’s capable of moving people 
and goods quickly and efficiently over 
long distances.  The goal should be to 
enable 40-mile commutes to reliably 
take three-quarters of hour or (much) 
less, with minimal associated pollution, 
so as to better nurture a regional hous-
ing market.  This can be done through 

a combination of greatly enhanced 
fixed rail and shuttles, networking of 
alternative-fueled vehicles and trans-
portation signaling devices to ensure 
speediest routes, isolating corridors 
to host the most effective modes pos-
sible, such as micro-vehicles and mass 
transit-only zones, and next generation 
apps that help to seamless move people 
from one place to another. 

2000. Another barber shop, this one 
a hipster salon on Valencia Street.  I’m 
getting a haircut from Brian, the first 
and only stylist for whom I’d become a 
steady client.  The very model of San 
Francisco cool, in addition to cutting 
hair Brian sang in a rock band – with-
out prior training – and surfed.  He 
never failed to look as if he’d just woken 
up, ready for sex; his voice purred like 
a lounge singer.

“I meant to tell you,” Brian said.  
“I’m moving out of San Francisco.  It’s 
just too expensive here.”  

“That’s too bad,” I replied.  “Where 
are you going?”

“San Luis Obispo.  You can get 
a house there for less than $300,000, 
though it may need some work.  Plus, I 
can surf.  Don’t worry, though, I’ll still 
come in a few days a week to cut hair. 
The drive will be worth it; they don’t 
have salons like this in SLO. I’ll just 
sofa-surf.”

Brian did cut my hair several more 
times after he moved.  On each occa-

sion, in a tone that mixed fear with 
pride, as if he was conveying a thrill-
ing ghost story, he told me how lucky 
he was to have bought on the Central 
Coast; prices were escalating there.  

Soon enough, though, he disap-
peared from San Francisco. The salon 
he worked at is now a high-end gift shop. 

PARKING from page 3

for neighborhood use. They reneged 
on the community room because of 
security concerns. We understand that, 
but parking in the area is extremely 
limited. We want to accommodate the 
police in some way. We feel that any 
changes in the parking situation need 
to be part of an overall neighborhood 
parking plan,” said Eppler. 

Thornley agreed that, even without 
new restrictions, there’s limited park-
ing available in the neighborhood.  
“There is street cleaning in the area 
once a week. Open parking spots are 
intermittent, but anybody can park 
on that 17th Street edge at this point. 
Much of the curb on the De Haro Street 
side of the SFPD facility is taken up by 
driveways. The 16th Street edge has a 
lot of driveways and curb cuts, so there 
are not that many places to park,” said 
Thornley. 

PARKING continues on page 15
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Wes Freas
REALTOR®
LIC# 013122854
415.518.6538
WesFreas@ZephyrSF.com

We love calling Potrero Hill our home. Over the past decade-plus, we’ve helped dozens 
of clients find their perfect spot on the Hill. It’s easy to sell the virtues of our beloved 

neighborhood, having lived and worked here ourselves for more than 20 years. 

POTRERO HILL’S #1 TOP PRODUCING TEAM

Wendy Watkins
REALTOR®

LIC# 01854549
415.367.5997

WendyWatkins@ZephyrSF.com

WesandWendyHomes.com

WENDY WATKINS
WES FREAS

This year, we are proud to annouce that we are Zephyr Real Estate’s 

TOP PRODUCING POTRERO TEAM OF 2017! 

SENIORS from page 5

the Mission YMCA and Downtown 
Senior Center. The Nabe’s lunch is 
open from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Recent menu 
items included Herb Roasted Tilapia, 
Turkey Fiesta Stew and Tandoori 
Chicken Drumsticks. Seniors can 
also participate in bingo and Tai Chi 
classes tailored to their age group on 
weekdays. 

Computer classes geared for se-
niors could be added to the Nabe’s 
programmatic lineup this summer. The 
bottom level of the organization’s facil-
ity had been used for activities oriented 
to individuals with disabilities, goings-
on that ended earlier this year due to 
a decline in participants. If funding 
is secured from the Department of 
Children, Youth and Families, which 
Hatter hopes will occur this month, 
the empty space will be transformed 
into a maker’s space, equipped with 
computers and such items as a laser 
cutter. The area will be shared between 
seniors and youth, with pensioners able 

to hone their computer skills Monday 
through Thursday mornings. Instruc-
tors will be onsite to help participants 
improve their abilities to do such things 
as schedule doctor’s appointments and 
pay bills online.

Mission District resident, Tessie 
Racelis, has been volunteering for 
Project Open Hand at the Nabe’s 
senior lunch since she retired in 2013. 
She’s found there to be a dearth of 
senior-specific resources in Potrero 
Hill, views the Nabe’s offerings as 
extremely valuable, and hopes that the 
word will get out to those unaware of 
the programs. 

“There are more seniors out there 
who could be benefitting from the 
lunch program,” Racelis said. “The 
lunches are good for them, they’re 
nutritious, low in sodium, free of MSG 
and are much better than food they 
might get elsewhere. Plus, they get the 
opportunity to socialize.”

Lunch goer Martin Lee, a 30-year 
Sunset resident, regularly makes the 
trek to the Nabe because he likes the 
people he’s met at there. Unlike most 
seniors he knows, Lee is tech-savvy, 
frequently on his smartphone or uti-
lizing the Nabe’s free WiFi to check 
email and browse news stories on his 
iPad. According to Lee, few seniors 
take advantage of the complimentary 
internet access; he’s observed that the 
digital divide is pronounced among 
seniors, commenting that elderly who 
lack computer skills don’t always know 
how they can benefit from gaining the 
knowledge. 

Reflecting on changing times, 
Lee said that the City has become 
increasingly crowded; Muni buses are 
sometimes unreliable during non-peak 
hours, when seniors often ride. He’s also 

concerned that San Francisco’s overall 
environment has become less healthy, 
with packed housing, congested streets, 
and discarded hypodermic needles and 
bodily wastes polluting the sidewalks, 
making it difficult for seniors to leave 
their homes and walk about safely. 
Despite the challenges Lee thinks the 
City has unique advantages over other 
places.

“In general San Francisco is very 
friendly,” said Lee. “When people get 
used to the City they find it difficult 
to move elsewhere. When people move 
here they feel that they are welcome 
and have access to many cultural op-
portunities. Diversity makes people 
feel free and that should be encouraged. 
Other places that are less diverse bring 
about a feeling of needing to conform. 
Here the friendliness also means there’s 
less distance between people and that’s 
something important for seniors since 
they’re not working anymore.”

Steep housing prices have become 
one of the biggest challenges for seniors 
living in the City. Andrew, a Potrero 
Hill resident since 1985, remembers 
a quiet neighborhood when he first 
moved in, offering both an urban and 
suburban feel. There was more open 
space between homes; renters could 
find apartments for as little as $500 
a month compared to the $4,000 fees 
common today. Andrew owns his 
Arkansas Street home but doesn’t 
know many other golden agers who’ve 
remained in the neighborhood.

Andrew is troubled by the City’s 
high rents, graffiti and homelessness 
but said that of all the places he’s been, 
San Francisco still feels most like 
home. Growing up in Hong Kong, he 
said many people in his native country 
didn’t have high expectations about 

government assistance for the elderly 
so he takes an independent approach 
to his own future. However, he appreci-
ates free Muni passes for seniors. 

Dolores Maghari, site coordinator 
for the Nabe’s senior lunch, depends 
on a free Muni pass to do her job. She 
lives in the Excelsior and takes four 
buses to Potrero Hill, a difficulty she 
endures because she loves the place, 
participants and staff. According to 
Maghari, one of the greatest challenges 
facing seniors is affording high rents; 
she hopes that public transportation 
will become more reliable. 

“Things have changed for seniors 
in the City,” said Crystal Booth, pro-
gram coordinator at the San Francisco 
Senior Center. “The rents have sky-
rocketed and a lot of our folks have 
been here since the Dotcom boom so 
this is round two for them.”

About 100 seniors come for lunch 
and breakfast at the Downtown facility 
daily. According to Booth, many elders 
are struggling financially; though they 
have little income they pay high rents. 
Some fork over as much as $1,500 a 
month for single room occupancy units 
that’re reportedly infested with rats 
and cockroaches. Such units would’ve 
cost as little as $100 a week in the past; 
with the technology industry boom, 
Booth has seen many of them occupied 
by young tech workers. She attributes 
the displacement caused by economic 
growth to increased homelessness and 
crime. Pensioners have been or are 
fearful of becoming victimized, she 
said, which has led to some feeling 
uneasy about leaving their homes, 
contributing to a lack of exercise and 
social stimulation and greater isolation. 
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COMMUNITY  |  JULY

Independence Day:  
Safe and Sane Fireworks Show
This annual tradition is a community 
favorite not to be missed. Free. 
About 8:30 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th 
Street.

Independence Day: Watch 
Fireworks from World War II 
Liberty Ship
Celebrate Independence Day and 
enjoy the Bay Area’s finest fireworks 
showcase aboard the docked 
historic World War II Liberty ship, SS 
Jeremiah O’Brien, at Pier 45 in the 
heart of Fisherman’s Wharf. 6:30 to 
10:30 p.m. $10. to $80. For tickets 
and more information: https://bit.
ly/2M1o16j

Music: Daniel Berkman
Potrero Hill resident Daniel Berkman 
is a composer, multi-instrumentalist 
and innovator of the kora, a 
21-stringed harp/lute from West 
Africa. 7:30 to 9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 
18th Street.

Music: James Everett
Rhythm and blues, jazz, and pop 
singer. 7:30 to 9 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 
18th Street.

Music: Angelo De Augustine & 
Many Rooms
The concert is co-presented with 
Noise Pop, part of “For the Sake 
of Summer,” McEvoy Foundation 
for the Arts’ film and music series. 
“Swim Inside the Moon” is Angelo 
De Augustine’s latest album. De 
Augustine made the recording in 
his bathtub using a reel-to-reel 
machine and a single Shure SM57 
microphone. “I noticed that when 
you sing off a reflective surface you 
hear two voices. I was compelled to 
isolate that voice and bring it more 
to the front of the songs because in 
many ways I feel more connected 
to and comforted by that voice 
following me.” De Augustine writes 
and records music in Thousand 
Oaks, California. From a young age, 
Houston-based Brianna Hunt had 
a melancholy taste in music and 
art, an inclination that stuck with 
her as she immersed herself in DIY 

punk and first conceived Many 
Rooms, the moniker under which 
she records and performs. Free. 7 
to 9 p.m. McEvoy Foundation for 
the Arts, 1150 25th Street, Building 
B. For more information: https://bit.
ly/2K3xJHK

Community: Second Saturdays at 
the Schoolyard
Meet and socialize with other local 
parents while your kids have the 
run of Daniel Webster Elementary 
School’s shared schoolyard. 
Enjoy free Farley’s coffee, Noah’s 
bagels and interactive entertainer 
Julz Rulz.  New parents and babies, 
up to 24 months, are welcome to 
join the indoors meetup at 10 a.m. 
Second Saturdays at the Schoolyard 
is a series of fun, free events for 
Potrero Hill families organized 
by PREFund.org. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. For more information: https://
bit.ly/2vWt98E

Community: Potrero Hill 
Democratic Club’s 10th Annual 
Party & “Shop Local” Silent Auction 
Enjoy food, drink, friends and great 
deals! Potrero Hill Democratic 
Club’s “Shop Local” Silent Auction 
is a party for the community 
and fundraiser for the club’s 
many educational and service-
oriented activities. PHDC’s 10th 
Annual Party and “Shop Local” 
Silent Auction will feature lots of 
tempting items for your bidding 
pleasure from wonderful merchants 
and artists, many new to the 
neighborhood, from the Hill, 
Dogpatch and environs; snacks 
courtesy of club members and 
local eateries. No-host bar. Free. 
Open to the public. 5 to 8 p.m. 
Dogpatch Saloon, 2496 Third Street. 
For more information and updates: 
PHDemClub.org or our Facebook 
page at https://bit.ly/2MEmKTZ

Community: Sunday Streets: Mission
Sunday Streets returns to the sunny 
Mission to transform Valencia Street 
into to an open community space 
for all to enjoy. Roll, walk or pedal 
to institutions like The Mission 
Cultural Center for Latino Arts and 
Poder, or longtime businesses like 
taqueria Puerto Alegre and Dog 
Eared Books. Free. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/2K40BzC

Film: Love It or Leave It
The McEvoy Foundation for the 
Arts hosts “Love it or Leave it,” 
an evening of short, experimental 
16-millimeter films. Selected by 
Canyon Cinema, the program 
features works by Jack Smith, Julie 
Murray, Jodie Mack, Lewis Klahr, 
Scott Stark, Tomonari Nishikawa, 
and Tom Palazzolo. These movies 
employ familiar images and artifacts 
of mid-20th-century popular 
culture, laying bare the enthralling 
decadence of Western fantasy, 
consumerism, and excess. Free. 7 to 
9 p.m. McEvoy Foundation for the 
Arts, 1150 25th Street, Building B. 
For more information and advance 
reservation: https://bit.ly/2t8emDL

7/18 through 8/5
Film: San Francisco Jewish Film 
Festival
Entering its 38th year, the Festival 
expects an audience of more than 
40,000 moviegoers at the the 
Castro Theatre in San Francisco, 
various East Bay locations, the 
CinéArts Theatre in Palo Alto, and 
the Christopher B. Smith Rafael 
Film Center. For general and ticket 
information: jfi.org/sfjff and sfjff.
org or emailjewishfilm@sfjff.org. 
To contact the SFJFF Box Office 
directly, email boxoffice@sfjff.org  
or call 415.621.0523.

7/20 through 7/29
Theater: 2018 Bay Area Playwrights 
Festival
A nationally recognized launchpad 
for exceptional plays and 
playwrights, the 2018 festival will 
showcase six plays: When Lighting 
The Voids by Jon Bernson, the 
story of a tragic explosion at a Gulf 
Coast shipyard commissioned by 
Storyworks and The Center for 
Investigative Reporting; Colonialism 
is Terrible, But Pho is Delicious by 
Dustin Chinn, an irreverent satire 
on colonialism as seen through the 
transformation of a bowl of noodle 
soup over two centuries; Suspension 
by Kristiana Rae Colón, ancestral 
magic and black girl badassery 
combat a harrowing dystopian 
future; The Daughters by Patricia 
Cotter, a ballsy comedic lesbian 
romp set in the world’s queer epi-
center - San Francisco; VRTU-L 
by T.D. Mitchell, an exposé of the 
modern warrior’s reliance on virtual 
reality; House of Joy by Madhuri 
Shekar, seduction, skullduggery and 
swordplay in a mythic 17th Century 
rebellion by the female bodyguards 
of an Imperial Harem. Potrero 
Stage, 1895 18th Street. For more 
information and to purchase tickets: 
https://bit.ly/2t68lHV

Books: Potrero Hill Bookclub
Potrero Hill Book Club. 7 to 9 p.m. 
Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Music: Young Lovers and 
There’s Talk
Long considered a staple act of Los 
Angeles’ DIY scene, Young Lovers 
is a Filipino-American shoegaze/
post-rock band. Their music is 
characterized by cinematic and 
dreamlike compositions delivered 
with grandeur and stark honesty. 
In March, they released their debut 
single “Distance // Absence” as part 
of a split single with Bay Area post-
rockers Wander and embarked on 
a tour to SXSW and western North 
America. The indie/electronic dream 
pop effort There’s Talk began as 
project by Oakland-based multi-
instrumentalist Olivia Lee. The 
debut EP, “Tiny Stands,” garnered 
recognition from Vimeo, Bandcamp, 
Impose Magazine, and Crack in 
the Road. Free. 7 to 9 p.m. McEvoy 
Foundation for the Arts, 1150 
25th Street, Building B. For more 
information and advance tickets: 
https://bit.ly/2tjpdu9

Snaggletooth will play at the Castro Theatre on July 7th, the 500th film to be produced and screened in  
conjunction with the Bay Area's incubator for independent film, Scary Cow.   PHOTO: Courtesy of Colin Bishopp

14 sat

15 sun

19 thur

25 wed

26 thur

4 wed

11 wed

12 thur
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For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact advertising@potreroview.net

Green Benefit District
Check out the Green Benefit District’s renovation of Benches Park at 
San Bruno and 18th!

Want to get more involved in your neighborhood? Consider volunteer-
ing in one of our district parks. Want to add street trees and sidewalk 
gardens to your block? Contact the GBD at Info@GreenBenefit.org

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place.
Monthly meeting: Last Tuesday of the month, 7:00 pm at the NABE. 953 
De Haro @ Southern Heights.

CCSF.edu/FreeCity   |   (415) 452-7774  
What will you do with free tuition?

FREE 
THINKER

SOLEDAD ANTELADA TOLEDANO 
CCSF Grad  

Cybersecurity Engineer,  
Lawrence Berkeley Lab

Free City is a partnership between City College and the City & County of San Francisco, backed by the voters of San Francisco.

History buried for more than a 
century is regularly discovered during 
construction projects in San Francisco.  
Earlier this spring, foreman Mike 
Handyside led a team removing tons of 
old bricks to make way for the founda-
tion of a development underway at 16th 
and Carolina streets. One brick caught 
Handyside’s eye. Crisply imprinted on 
it was the mark of the Heathery Knowe 
Colliery & Fire Clay Works, which 
operated in Glasgow, Scotland – the 
ancestral hometown of the Handysides 
– during the 19th Century. 

Fifty red brick manufacturers 
operated in California in 1880 but much 
of the harder, paler, more expensive fire 
brick came to San Francisco as ballast 
in Scottish, English and Australian 
ships. An 1876 advertisement in the 
San Francisco Daily Alta California 
announced “Fire Brick, ‘Heathery 

Underground History
Knowe’ Brand, The Best Imported, For 
Sale in Lots to Suit, Inquire at No. 19 
First Street” just off Market Street.

Handysides’s construction site was 
once on Mission Bay’s southern shore. 
The Bay and its salt marshes covered 
more than 500 acres, teeming with 
wildlife that sustained local Native 
American tribelets for thousands of 
years. An 1860 to 1880 building boom 
expanded San Francisco in all direc-
tions; Mission Bay became the City’s 
dump, hosting a shantytown of home-
less people, Dumpville, near today’s 
AT&T Park. Nicknamed “Poverty 
Lake,” Mission Bay was gradually 
filled-in with industrial and human 
waste and debris, a process completed 
with rubble from the 1906 earthquake 
and fire. 

Real estate auctions of ‘water lots’ 
in the late 19th century anticipated this 
filling-in. As late as 1910, “wagon loads 
of rock taken from Kentucky Street 
are being dumped into the swampy 
soil of Jackson Park to obtain a solid 
foundation on which to place earth”. 
Today, excavations in or near Mission 
Bay and along Dogpatch’s shoreline re-
veal layers of historic debris. Amateur 
archaeologists find antique garbage: 
ceramic beer bottles, horse shoes, 
Victorian and Asian pottery shards, 
patent medicine and liquor bottles, 
oyster shells, enameled business signs, 
porcelain doll parts, fragments of 
architectural marble, and lots of brick, 
which brings local history alive.

- Peter Linenthal
Potrero Hill Archives Project

Kids’      Photo
CONTEST

Kids’      PhotoKids’      Photo
CONTEST

Calling All Shutterbugs!
Kids 12 years and younger can  

submit a photo once a month, before 
the 20th, with the winning image 

receiving $35. Teenagers from 13 to 17 
years old are eligible for a $50 prize. 

Please send submissions to  
editor@potreroview.net.
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SFMTA.com/TwinPeaks

Alert

Bus  
Substitutions
Starting June 25 for 2 months

Twin Peaks Tunnel closed for infrastructure 
improvement. 

This map shows you how to get where you 
want to go. Download your own map at 
SFMTA.com/TwinPeaks

 311 Free language assistance / 免費語言協助 / Ayuda gratis con el idioma / Бесплатная помощь переводчиков /  

Trợ giúp Thông dịch Miễn phí / Assistance linguistique gratuite / 無料の言語支援 / Libreng tulong para sa wikang Filipino /  

무료 언어 지원 / การช่วยเหลือทางด้านภาษาโดยไม่เสียค่าใช้จ่าย / خط املساعدة املجاين عىل الرمق 

Learn more at
CleanPowerSF.org

GET EXCITED ABOUT 
YOUR ENERGY BILL.

(SERIOUSLY…IT'LL 
BE A THING.)
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Tim Johnson 
415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com 
www.timjohnsonSF.com
Lic. #01476421

Low interest rates and powerful demand have continued to keep the Potrero Hill market strong. Many homes 
have attracted multiple offers after short periods on the market. 

If you have been thinking of selling your home, now may be an excellent time to take advantage of strong 
demand from buyers.

Sales Prices for All Potrero Hill Homes Sold in 2018*

The average sales price for a home on Potrero Hill this year has been $2,203,618. 
If you’d like a free report on the value of your home, call Tim Johnson at 415-710-9000.

What’s Happening with  
Real Estate on Potrero Hil l?

*Sales information as of June 20, 2018

1330 20th St ......................$2,710,000 

24 Blair Ter ........................$1,010,000 

817 Carolina St ..................$1,950,000 

910 Carolina St ..................$4,100,000 

331 Connecticut St ...........$2,010,000 

721 De Haro St ..................$2,500,000 

1189 De Haro St ................$1,900,000 

1237 De Haro St ................$1,675,000 

444 Kansas St ...................$2,200,000 

1458 Kansas St .................$1,610,000 

12 Littlefield Ter .................$1,085,000 

865 Rhode Island St ..........$3,922,888 

1015 Rhode Island St ........$2,250,000 

418 Texas St ......................$2,250,000 

312 Utah St .......................$1,060,000 

706-708 Wisconsin St .......$3,025,000 
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THRIVE
WITH 
PRIDE

When you embrace equality, it leads to a healthier, happier future 
for all—and we wish all generations will live life to its fullest. That’s 
why we champion diversity and invest in community health at 
organizations like LYRIC, the Castro Country Club and Openhouse.

Kaiser Permanente is proud to have a long history as a major 
sponsor of the San Francisco LGBT Pride Parade and a supporter 
of diversity and inclusion. And we’re always proud to be your 
partner in health. Look for our float in the parade lineup on June 24.

Thriving together for generations

ger germination,” Travis said.
Travis also gets calls to extricate 

pigeons from human hair, which, when 
discarded outdoors, gets tangled up in 
the birds’ feet. 

With a small budget, Yggdrasil 
relies on Travis and other volunteers 
to maintain its operations. “I did 
have a formative experience in my 
childhood,” Travis confided. “When 
I was six, I had this magical summer. 
My best friend, who was three, was 
named Thelma. We would run around 
and play, and down by the ocean there 
were these pines, where we could climb 
and play hide-and-seek. We wrestled, 
ate lunch, and took naps together. 
And every day, I would go home, and 
Thelma would return to her cage at the 
San Francisco Zoo.” 

Thelma was a baby orangutan. 
Travis’s mother volunteered at the 
Zoo, and befriended the primate 
keeper, John Alcaraz, who had previ-
ously worked with Marlon Perkins in 
Chicago. Alcaraz was a free spirit; it’s 
doubtful that any child today would be 
allowed to romp at the seaside with one 
of the Zoo’s orangutans. Alcaraz, now 
in his nineties, serves on Yggdrasil’s 
board.

According to Travis, the timing 
of landscape maintenance can impact 
local wildlife. “When you go out in your 
yard, and say, let’s prune, let’s clean 
everything up, think of what time of 
year you’re doing it. Don’t do it in the 
spring, because you’ll be cutting down 
nests,” she explained. 

As I descended the hill to Dog-
patch and walked through the Potrero 
Annex-Terrace housing project, child-
hood home to OJ Simpson, I spotted an 
Anna’s hummingbird. With nests the 
size of a walnut, these hummingbirds 
can fly up to 40 miles an hour. They 
feed on flower nectar, favoring plants 
such as Hummingbird Sage, Salvia, 
gooseberry, Western Columbine, and 
Red-flowering currant, as well as 
Eucalyptus trees.

On Potrero Hill’s eastern slope, 
near the Caltrain tracks, there’s a 
small population of Pacific tree frogs. 
These amphibians are capable of rapid 
color change, and thrive in a variety of 
habitats, from sea level to 10,000 feet 
altitude. They’re attracted to backyard 
ponds, capable of eating insects their 
own size. The nocturnal tree frogs are 
difficult to spot, hiding under logs and 
leaf litter. They’re eaten by snakes, rac-
coons, herons, and salamanders. 

Salamanders and newts are wide-
spread in the Bay Area, found under 
garbage cans, in streams and seepages. 
One man I met walking his dog on 
Potrero Hill told me he finds newts 
under stones in his backyard. He was 
concerned that he’d get into trouble 
with wildlife officials; since he wasn’t 
planning on destroying any newt habi-
tat, he needn’t have worried.

Warm Water Cove, at Dogpatch’s 
eastern edge, is home to pelicans, 
Western gulls, and the occasional 
heron. The California brown pelican is 
a large-beaked bird, with a wingspan 
of up to seven feet, that's been brought 
back from the brink of extinction 
several times. In the 19th Century the 
birds were prized for their plumage; 
demand for their feathers substantially 
reduced their population. In the 1960s 
the animals were again threatened 
by widespread DDT use. After a ban 
on that insecticide the species made a 

partial recovery, with roughly ten thou-
sand breeding pairs now in the state.

The Double-crested cormorant, 
which can be seen at Heron’s Head 
Park, south of Warm Water Cove, 
surface-dives for fish, with feathers 
that require drying between plunges. 
The cormorant, also once threatened 
by DDT and other human-induced 
pressures, has recently thrived, possibly 
due to the proliferation of aquaculture 
facilities, where the birds find easy 
pickings. 

While cormorants and pelicans are 
still relatively rare, the Western gull is 
plentiful. Excellent fliers, these birds 
will gladly give up their usual food 
sources of marine invertebrates and 
fish, as well as other fowls’ eggs, in 
favor of human fare. At AT&T Park, 
flocks are known to gather towards 
the end of baseball games, to await 
the bounty left behind by departing 
San Francisco Giants fans. These gulls 
nest exclusively on the Pacific Coast in 
colonies, in small shallow depressions 
in the ground.

Further inland, the Western Tiger 
Swallowtail butterfly spends its cat-
erpillar stage in London planetrees on 
Market Street. The butterflies are well 
camouflaged; for further protection 
they have a malodorous organ behind 
their head called an “osmeterium” to 
discourage predators. When newly 
emergent, the Swallowtail resembles 
a bird dropping. Market Street simu-
lates a river canyon for these colorful 
insects; urban nature advocates, such 
as Nature in the City, have fought 
to protect the planetrees from being 
displaced by development. 

In recent years, crow populations 
have increased substantially in the Bay 
Area. These birds favor open spaces, 
and enjoy discarded fast food. Highly 
intelligent, crows are also rather social; 
adolescents of the species will hang 
out in large numbers on power lines or 
roosts. Crows are known to mob preda-
tors like hawks, and will use specific 
vocal signals to warn other crows of 
the presence of predators.

Another Corvidae, the California 
scrub jay, is always alert to potential 
observers when burying acorns caches. 
A scrub jay can keep track of two 
hundred food stores at a time and is 
considered one of the most intelligent 
animals.  Some of the acorns must be 
lost, however, as scrub jays, along with 
squirrels, are credited with planting 
most of the oak trees in the West. 

In the absence of a higher predator, 
mesopredators – raccoons, skunks, and 
opossums – flourish. Opossums, the 
only marsupials in North America, 
have a prodigious memory, like scrub 
jays.  Resembling a large furry rat, 
opossums perform a valuable service, 
removing carrion, eating insects, 
rodents, even snakes. The animals are 
excellent climbers, using their tales 
to wrap around branches. Opossums 
carry their young in pouches, much 
like kangaroos. Marsupials are thought 
to have originally evolved in North 
America; the opossum’s ancestor went 
extinct here 20 million years ago, even-
tually returning from South America.

Skunks eat grubs and caterpillars, 
as well as rodents. They live in dens, 
and avoid human contact. 

Raccoons enjoy the bounty pro-
vided by humans, such as pet food left 
outdoors; they also eat rodents. 

Jamie Ray, who runs the San 
Francisco Rescued Orphan Mammal 
Program, in the Richmond District, 

WILDLIFE from front page

SONIC from front page

SONIC continues on next page

started her organization because in 
the past mesopredators were routinely 
euthanized. She considers skunks, 
opossums, and raccoons to be beneficial 
animals, due to their taste for rodents. 
San Francisco lacks a facility to handle 
wild animals; with a small budget and 
a tight group of volunteers Ray fields 
calls from San Francisco Animal Care 
and Control and helps return orphaned 
animals to the wild. 

of how much they pay. 
“Our values are really what define 

Sonic, and we’ve never wavered in our 
principle of providing access to fast, 
affordable internet,” Bradley com-
mented. “Sonic always has and always 
will keep our internet connections fair 
and open. That means customers can 
watch what they want, when they want, 
on any content provider they choose. It 
also means we will continue to protect 
customers’ right to privacy, and their 
right to not have their own data sold 
or shared. We will never charge our 
consumers more to access certain sites, 
and we will never slow down others for 
any reason. For us, the responsibility 
we have to our members is not a passing 
trend. We’ll continue to back up our 
words with official policies that benefit 
our customers.”

According to Bradley, Potrero Hill 
residents have been excited about the 
newly available ISP. However, for some 
the additional above-ground wires 
augment the existing convoluted tangle 
of overhead cables that extend between 
poles in many parts of the City, pollut-
ing views, and, in some cases, creating 
hazards. 

Kenneth Walvroff, an 18th Street 
resident for 50 years, was dismayed last 
spring when he saw installation work-
ers anchoring guy wires from telephone 
poles to the ground right outside the 
walkway in front of his home. Walvroff 
has mobility challenges, with knees 
made of titanium, and was afraid that 
the ground wires would cause him to 
stumble and fall. He called the police; 
they told him that the workers had 
proper permits. 

Walvroff continued to pursue the 
issue, contacting the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors, Dogpatch Neigh-
borhood Association and San Fran-
cisco Department of Public Works. He 
eventually communicated with Sonic 
directly; the company hastily agreed to 
divert the wires so that they run from 
pole to pole instead of from the ground. 
However, Walvroff remains concerned 
that the City wasn’t able to address his 
plight in any way. 

“The folks at Sonic apologized 
to me and said that their hope was to 
please everyone,” explained Walvroff. 
“For a while I was upset but now I feel 
good about it. I’m perfectly happy with 
the resolution and I’m not pushing the 
issue anymore. My neighbors have 
said that they’re happy with the Sonic 
internet service. I might consider it in 
the future as the price is reasonable.”

In May the Budget and Legislative 
Analyst’s Office released a report de-
tailing a possible Citywide fiber-optic 
internet network that’d be affordable 
and accessible to all residents and 
business in an attempt to bridge the 
digital divide. The initiative was spear-
headed by former Mayor Mark Farrell 
who’s also a committee co-chair of 
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at private schools, but noted, “It’s 
challenging to get into private schools 
as well,” adding she wasn’t sure how 
someone could determine the qualifica-
tions of a five-year old. 

Ultimately, Poon was fortunate to 
get her oldest boy, now six, into Alamo 
Elementary School, their first choice 
and near their Outer Richmond resi-
dence. Per lottery rules, her four-year 
old and eventually her five-month old 
will be accepted to the same school. 
However, she knows several parents 
who didn’t get their kids into schools 
they thought were suitable and had to 
be persistent, calling the schools they 
desired weekly to see if there were any 
openings. 

PREFund, an all-volunteer non-
profit with a mission to keep families 
in the City, helps parent negotiate the 
lottery process. “There is a perception 
that there is not a strong school system 
here, so we’re helping people to see that 
there really are some great education 
options locally,” said PREFund board 
member Sarah King. “For new parents 
a lot of it is somewhat mystifying. There 
is a lot of concern around navigating 
the preschool system, navigating the 
public school system, so we try to de-
mystify that for people as best we can.”

PREFund, which operates pre-
schools at Daniel Webster Elementary 
School and on Illinois Street, claims 
that 44 percent of families with chil-
dren under the age of six are likely 
to move out of San Francisco over the 
next three years. One way it tries to 
deter such outcomes is by bringing 
families on Potrero Hill together with 
a community building program, such as 
movie nights, Second Saturday gather-
ings at the Daniel Webster playground 
and parent education talks. “We’ve had 
speakers on how to talk to kids about 
race, how to talk to kids about sex, and 
teens and technology,” said King.

Jake and Amy Hazen, who have a 
two-year old and another on the way, 
are among parents who take advantage 
of the playground events, though Jake 
said he’d rather they had a bigger back-
yard at their Utah Street apartment. “I 
wish they could go outside the house 
and it not be a busy street,” he added.

Dealing with small apartments 
with limited outdoor space comes with 
City living. Recess, which dubs itself 
an indoor playground for newborns 
to four-year-olds, has tapped into the 
resulted need for free range areas. 
Recess offers a variety of activities 

for toddlers that Nowell said “can be 
tricky in a small apartment to meet all 
their physical needs.” However, high 
operating costs are hitting the busi-
ness hard. Recess’ rent doubled when 
its building was sold four years ago; 
after another sale last year, it’s facing 
an additional $10,000 rise. It recently 
launched a fundraising effort to begin 
a nonprofit offshoot, Recess Collective, 
which it hopes to open in the fall in the 
Outer Sunset while fighting to keep 
Recess alive. 

Alejo Loeb, whose rent on his Noe 
Valley one-bedroom has only been 
raised twice in 29 years, has affordable 
housing costs but tight space. Loeb, 
married and sharing that apartment 
with a nine- and seven-year-old, 
considers himself lucky, but knows his 
housing situation can’t last forever. He 
hopes the family will move into a larger 
residence owned by his wife’s parents 
but in the meantime can’t fathom 
the alternative of paying four times 
as much for an extra bedroom. The 
low rent has helped offset the cost of 
sending his children to private school, 
something they opted for because he 
said “maybe only ten percent of the 
public schools are good and everyone 
is trying to get in.” 

While many parents cite the abun-
dance of playgrounds within walking 
distance as a positive aspect of San 
Francisco, Loeb noted, “playgrounds 
are good for the little kids but for those 
in middle school there is less to do in 
the park.” He’s opted to get his kids 
involved in sports as a remedy but said 
that brings additional costs. 

Worrying about money begins 
at birth. Laura Wong-Thompson, a 
Mom’s Blog contributor, admitted to 
sticker shock when it came to daycare, 

something she said parents need to get 
on the wait list for during pregnancy. 
With prices hovering around $2,400 
a month, she decided it wasn’t worth 
working all day just to have someone 
watch her now-three-year-old son; she 
quit her marketing job to become a 
stay-at-home mom.

Wong-Thompson said she has a 
love-hate relationship with the City 
these days. “San Francisco at times 
can feel like an adult playground. It’s 
less accommodating as a whole and we 
have to find our pockets to fit in,” she 
explained.  She cited such challenges 
as Muni drivers not always lowering 
the ramp for strollers and the vulner-
ability mothers walking with their kids 
can feel when dealing with those with 
mental health issues on the streets.

Frixos Michael, who lives on Kan-
sas Street, said he’s seen needles on 
sidewalks, something he doesn’t want 
his three-year old and 10-month old 
exposed to. Nonetheless, he and his 
wife embrace the culture the City of-
fers. “We would like to give them the 
opportunity to understand diversity. 
Some of the suburbs are homogenous,” 
he said.

Parents cite a variety of reasons 
for staying in San Francisco, includ-
ing the multitude of museums, parks 
and libraries; access to fresh produce 
and healthy food options; and the 
convenience of having an abundance 
of delivery options for a wide range 
of items. 

“There are so many things you can 
do with kids that are free. It’s just a mat-
ter of discovering them,” said Nowell.

Poon, who lives near Golden Gate 
Park, has a family membership to the 

FAMILIES from front page
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San Franciscans for Municipal Fiber, 
which seeks to make internet a utility 
as accessible as water or power. As part 
of the enterprise the City would own 
the ubiquitous network, partnering 
with private companies to build and 
operate it.

“The network has the potential 
to generate significant economic re-
turns, including higher property 
valuations, lower prices for broadband 
service, business development, and 
job growth,” the report concluded. 
“In addition to selling internet con-
nectivity, the network could be leased 
to other customers, such as wireless 
providers or advertisers, generat-
ing additional revenue. It could also 
enable new types of government ser-
vices and private industry that enhance 
the well-being of San Franciscans.”  
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Housekeeping
Cleaning professional since 1986. 
Offices, apartments, homes, and 
buildings. Roger Miller 415-794-4411 
References given with bid.

Writer's Companion
View editor available to work 
with writers at all levels. Groups 
also available. $50/hour. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Muir Beach Vacation Studio
Walking distance to the beach, 
with the crashing waves visible and 
audible from the place. Includes 
kitchenette and lovely patio. 
$175 plus cleaning fee, two-day 
minimum. Editor@potreroview.net; 
415.643.9578.

Muir Beach Vacation Home
Walking distance to the beach, 
with the crashing waves visible 
and audible from the place. Three 
bedrooms, two baths, with a 
lovely deck. Minimum two nights: 
$350, plus cleaning fee. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Company Retreat Space
Gorgeous, rustic, Muir Beach space 
and stunning Mission Dolores home 
available for day rentals. Perfect for 
six to 10 people engaged in retreats 
of all kinds: writing, yoga, team-
building, strategy sessions. $175 
an hour. Editor@potreroview.net; 
415.643.9578.

CNS-3144059#

July 2018 Outreach
Department of Elections

On July 16, 2018, the Department of Elections will provide voter registration forms for non-citizens who are eligible to vote for members of the 
Board of Education in the November 6, 2018, election.

The registration forms will be available on the Department of Elections’ website, sfelections.org, and at the Department’s office in City Hall, Room 
48. Eligible non-citizen residents who wish to register to vote in the School Board election will need to complete a registration form and return it 
to the Department by mail or in person.

The Department’s website will provide other information related to non-citizen voting, including a notice regarding the federal agencies obtaining 
non-citizens’ personal information, frequently asked questions, and a list of nonprofit organizations that specialize in protecting the rights of 
immigrants.

Non-citizen voting in School Board elections was approved by San Francisco voters in 2016 under Proposition N.

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Port of San Francisco, a department of the City and County of San Francisco announces the following contract for bid:

Contract #2810, HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ABATEMENT - BUILDING 49, CRANES 14 & 30, PIER 70, PORT OF SAN FRANCISCO consists 
of abatement of hazardous materials at the following sites: Building 49 and Cranes 14 & 30, all located at Pier 70 in San Francisco, CA. Bidders 
shall have an active Class “HAZ” California Contractor’s license. Estimated construction cost is $275,000. For questions contact Carol Bach, (415) 
274-0568.

For additional details and bid dates please refer to www.sfport.com and www.sfgov.org/oca.

COMMENCMENT OF THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS PROCESS FOR THE
TERMINAL 2 SUNGLASS OR COSMETICS STORE LEASE

AT SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The Airport Commission has commenced the Request for Proposals (RFP) process for the Terminal 2 Sunglass or Cosmetics Store Lease. The 
Lease is comprised of one location totaling 723 square feet in Terminal 2. 

The proposed minimum financial offer for the Terminal 2 Sunglass or Cosmetics Store Lease is $125,000.00. The Lease shall have a term 
of seven years. Rent for the Lease shall be the higher of the Minimum Annual Guarantee or the sum of the percentage rent as follows: 12% 
of Gross Revenues achieved up to and including $500,000.00; plus 14% of Gross Revenues achieved from $500,000.01 up to and including 
$1,000,000.00; plus 16% of Gross Revenues over $1,000,000.01. Small, local, and disadvantaged businesses are encouraged to participate. 

The Informational Conference will be held on Wednesday, June 20th, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. at the Terminal 2 Partnering Conference Room, at San 
Francisco International Airport.

Please see http://www.flysfo.com/business-at-sfo/current-opportunities for additional information or call Nanette Hendrickson, Assistant Director, 
Revenue Development and Management Department, (650) 821-4500.

The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach. Articles are translated into several languages to provide better public access. 
The newspaper makes every effort to translate the articles of general interest correctly. No liability is assumed by the City and County of San 
Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions.

Got something you need to sell? 
Have a service you provide? 
Information on our Classified 
Section, including cost and 
discounts are at www.potreroview.
net/advertise
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California Academy of Sciences. “It 
wasn’t like we have to make a big trip. 
It’s right there in the neighborhood,” 
she said. She briefly considered moving 
to the East Bay – the couple have family 
there and in San Francisco – but decided 
distances would be more challenging 
outside the City. Poon’s mother, who lives 
in San Francisco, can take Muni to visit. 

There are also the opportunities 
the City offers. Christina Briggs’ 11-
year old son has sung with the San 
Francisco Boys Chorus since they 
moved to San Francisco three years 
ago from Milwaukee; he’ll be singing in 
the San Francisco Opera’s performance 
of Tosca this fall. “It’s an opportunity 
available for kids that you don’t get in 
the suburbs,” she said. “And in Mil-
waukee the exposure is not the same.” 
Briggs originally hails from New York 
City; she finds San Francisco, being 
smaller, easier to navigate.

Wong-Thompson gave a similar 
reason for staying in San Francisco. 
“Even though people bemoan it being a 
tech city,” she said, “we are surrounded 
by so much innovation. I feel any pur-
suit my son would take the opportunity 
is here for him.”

and Wisconsin streets. All rerouted 
stops appear to be no more than a block 
away from their usual location. 

Until at least August 10, ten stops 
will be affected. A bus headed towards 
Pacific Heights will miss its usual stop 
at Dakota and 23rd streets and pick-
up passengers at Wisconsin and 23rd 
streets instead. Heading towards San 
Francisco General Hospital, the nearby 
23rd and Dakota streets stop is being 
skipped for a temporary stop at Arkan-
sas Street before 23rd Street. Another 

bus destined for Pacific Heights will 
bypass the Dakota and 25th streets 
stop and board at Connecticut and 25th 
streets. A temporary stop at 1095 Con-
necticut Street has been added, cancel-
ing the 101 Dakota Street location. The 
14 Dakota Street stop will board at 
Arkansas before 23rd Street; the 25th 
and Wisconsin streets stop boards 
nearby on Wisconsin after 25th streets 
as well as at another temporary stop 
on Wisconsin just before 25th Street. 
The 25th and Connecticut streets stop 
going towards General Hospital boards 
on Wisconsin after Connecticut Street. 

The 48 bus has also been rerouted 
at several spots in Potrero Hill. The 
25th Avenue and Dakota Street stop 
is now on the southeast corner of that 
intersection, the 25th and Wisconsin 
streets stop temporarily boards on 
Wisconsin after 25th streets, with 
another stop on Wisconsin before 25th 
Street. The usual 25th and Connecticut 
streets stop is diverted to board at the 
Southeast corner of 25th and Dakota 
streets. A temporary stop has been 
established at Dakota and 25th streets, 
replacing 25th and Connecticut streets.

In June, SFMTA published a blog 
post detailing future changes that’ll 
be implemented across the City in an 
attempt to enhance service, including 
larger capacity buses and augmented 
service times.  Buses on the 1AX/1BX 
Express and 9R San Bruno Rapid will 
increase in size from 40- to 60-foot 
lengths, while the 8AX/ 8BX Bayshore 
Express will add two buses to improve 
running time and decrease crowding, 
with additional buses running during 
peak hours. Wait times for Muni bus 
N Judah will decline from seven to 
six minutes during peak hours, and 
from eight to seven minutes for the K 
Ingleside/T Third.

“These service changes and new 
train cars are part of Muni Forward, 
which aims to improve service and 
implement transit projects where 
they are needed most to make getting 
around San Francisco more reliable 
and safer,” the post stated. “We’re 
actively working on multiple fronts to 
create a safer and more reliable expe-
rience both on and off transit. Muni 
Forward brings together in one place 
the long list of projects and planning 
efforts underway to achieve this vision. 

Informed by the Transit Effectiveness 
Project, route changes and service im-
provements are being implemented to 
reallocate limited resources where they 
are needed most. Implementation and 
expansion of a Rapid Network of core 
routes serving nearly 70 percent of all 
riders are providing a whole new level 
of more frequent and reliable service.”
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Learn what goes where at SFRecycles.org

We Belong Together

Bag your clean soft plastics, 
tie them off, and toss them 
in your Blue Bin.

Advertise in the View!
www.potreroview.net/advertise/ 

415.643.9578; editor@potreroview.net
advertising@potreroview.net

Police vehicles on official business 
are allowed to park in curb cuts, in 
driveways, and next to fire hydrants. 
Residents can park in a curb cut on 
their own property. 

Thornley said SFMTA is working 
with SFPD to explore options. A sug-
gestion made at the meeting held last 
spring is to reduce the number of police 
officer drive-alone trips to the 17th 
Street facility.  “There’s an established 
and ever-evolving discipline known to 
transportation pros as ‘Travel Demand 
Management,’ or ‘TDM.” It’s basically 
about helping people get to work with-
out driving solo, commuting off-peak, 
or work remotely to avoid the drive 
altogether. Everything from carpooling 

PARKING from page 6 to taking transit to using shuttles and 
bike-share is on the list. Having even 
a small percentage of workers com-
muting smarter can relieve congestion 
on our streets and at our curbs. City 
agencies are stepping up to do a better 
job at this,” said Thornley.

Eppler believes police officers 
can use the same methods to get to 
work as other City employers.  “They 
can also have parking off-site and 
run a shuttle to get people to this 
location. SFPD needs to develop a 
transportation demand management 
plan before they expand their parking 
by commandeering parking from the 
neighborhood,” said Eppler. 

Parking in the area has been 
further constrained by construction of 
several nearby residential complexes, 

including a 395-unit development at 
901 16th Street and a 299-unit facility 
at 1601 Mariposa Street.  Erection em-
ployees’ personal vehicles, construction 
trucks, and supply delivery vehicles 
have taken up parking spots.   

“They get there early in the morn-
ing and take up parking for the work-
day,” said Goldstein. 

One of the closest construction 
sites to the SFPD facility is a mixed-
use complex, now called “Alta Potrero 
Hill,” located at 1301 16th Street, 
owned by Ronaldo Cianciarulo and 
being developed by Mill Valley-based 
Wood Partners. The site is surrounded 
by red plastic construction barriers. It 
replaced what was an informal police 
parking lot behind the 17th Street 
SFPD building. 

According to Thornley, municipal 
regulations require Alta Potrero Hill 
to build a sidewalk along parts of 
Carolina and Wisconsin streets. Alta 
Potrero Hill is slated to decrease on-
street parking by siting a parklet at 
the corner of 16th and Carolina streets 
The complex will provide 111 parking 
and 260 secure bicycle spaces for 172 
apartments, with retail and production, 
distribution, and repair space on the 
ground floor. 
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Sale Prices effective July 2 - 22, 2018

Barbara’s Bakery
Puffins Cereal

10 oz -reg 5.99

$3.99

Crystal Geyser
Mineral Water

1.25 ltr -reg 1.49

4/$5Essentia
Alkaline Water
1 ltr -reg 2.49

$1.99

Newman’s Own

Newman-O’s
13 oz -reg 5.29 $3.99

Pirate’s Booty
Aged White 
Cheddar Puffs

1 oz -reg 1.39 99 ¢

Clover
Organic Whipping 
Cream 16 oz -reg 4.89

$3.99

Hummus Guy
Hummus

8 oz -4.89

$3.99

Straus Organic 

Ice Cream
16 oz -reg 5.49

$4.49

Humphry Slocombe

Gourmet Ice Cream
16 oz -reg 9.99

$7.99

Super Sweet 

Family Owned

Brentwood California

Super Friday Discount!
Save 15% off On The Last Friday Of 
The Month! * Valid 7/27/18
*Potrero Hill Location Only
*Can Not Be Combined With Other Offers
*Excludes All Sale Items

Lazzari
Mesquite Charcoal

6.75 lb. -reg 5.99

49ers All Beef Hot Dogs!
Baby Back Ribs!
On Sale For The 4th Of July!

San Pellegrino

Sparkling 
Soda
6-pack -reg 6.99

$4.99

$5.49

White Corn (NON-GMO)

All Varieties

Euro Classic
Hot Dog & 
Hamburger Buns
6-pack -refg 4.99

$3.99

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8:30 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 ©2018




