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Supervisor Walton Has His Associate Capital Offers
Hands Full with District 10 Historic Preservation
Alternatives to
Challenges
Development Plan
BY JESSICA ZIMMER

BY BETTINA COHEN

District 10 Supervisor Shamann
Walton was quick to deliver on at
least one campaign promise after he
took office last January, announcing
in his first week that switchbacks on
the T Third Street Muni Metro line
would be eliminated. Mayor London
Breed helped Walton secure the San
Francisco Municipal Transportation
Authority’s promise to end the yearslong practice of leaving residents south
of 23rd Street stranded without notice
on their commute home, rerouting

streetcars to other neighborhoods.
SFTMA ended T-line service disruptions in April, in time for Walton to
claim this accomplishment within his
first 100 days as supervisor.
“He was proactive on the T-line.
He got Muni to agree to stop that nonsense,” said India Basin resident and
general contractor Michael Hamann.
“God knows it’s not fixed, but they’re
finally listening to people south of the
ballpark that they haven’t listened to
before.”
WALTON continues on page 4

Associate Capital presented alternative Potrero Power Plant development designs to the San Francisco Planning Commission last spring,
which included restoring the 300-foot
concrete smokestack and adjacent
131-foot Unit 3 control room, as well as
preserving elements of Station A. Claus
Spreckels, who founded the company
that became the Western Sugar Refinery, built Station A in 1901 to generate
power and compete with San Francisco
Gas and Electric.
Mike Buhler, San Francisco Heritage president, said that while his
preservation advocacy nonprofit hasn’t
yet endorsed any specific Power Plant
design, he’s encouraged by Associate
Capital’s potential inclusion of more
historic structures in its plans.
“Our organization’s projects and
policy committee has toured the project
site and met repeatedly with members
of Associate Capital’s team over the
past year. We have been providing
feedback on different iterations of
possible concepts for preservation of
Unit 3 and Station A, with a particular
focus on Station A. Even though half

of the building was demolished in
1983, it is the most significant of the
remaining brick structures. It has the
greatest potential for adaptive reuse,”
said Buhler.
Adaptive reuse is a redevelopment
approach in which all or part of a
historic structure is repurposed to
showcase its history or meet a need like
storage space.
According to Buhler, a number of
brick buildings on the site, including
the Meter House, Compressor House,
and Station A Turbine Hall, Switching
Station, and Machine Shop Office are
eligible for the California Register of
Historical Resources. The Planning
Department’s Historic Preservation
Commission supports adaptive reuse
of all the Potrero Power Plant’s historic
brick structures.
“We have been working to compile
potential case studies showing creative
adaptive reuse of former industrial
buildings,” said Buhler. “So far, we
have provided Associate Capital with
six case studies, from the former Union
Iron Works Machine Shop at Pier 70 to
a concert hall and mixed-use project
POWER PLANT continues on page 11

Bayview Company Looking to Field Robots in
Dogpatch and Potrero Hill
BY J. ERIC MILLER

Robots have walked, well, rolled,
the streets of 21st Century San Francisco, but whether they’ll do so in the
future is uncertain. Led by District
7 Supervisor Norman Yee, the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors passed
legislation last year that restricts the
use of delivery robots. Initially calling
for an outright ban on the mechanisms,
Yee expressed fears of sidewalk collisions, pointing to potential threats to
children and the elderly. The adopted
ordinate reflects a compromise, allowing for safety testing, with an
undefined possibility for eventual robot
deployment.
Under the ordinance, operators
are required to secure a permit to
perform safety tests before fielding

automatons, deploy no more than three
robots during the testing phase, and be
confined to areas that are designated
production, distribution, and repair
(PDR) zones, such as Dogpatch and
Showplace Square.
“The legislation makes it more
difficult to operate in San Francisco
than in most other cities, but we’ve
been collaborating closely with the
City and are hopeful we can make it
work,” said Craig Frucht, spokesperson
for Marble, a robot courier company
headquartered in Bayview that applied
for a permit in May. “Marble is proud
to be a San Francisco company, and
we’d love to be able to operate here in
the long-term. San Francisco’s high
density and extreme traffic congestion present challenges that Marble
is uniquely equipped to help solve; by

taking trucks off neighborhood streets,
building ties between communities
and local businesses that are currently
losing business to e-commerce giants,
and making food and package delivery
faster and cheaper for City residents.”
If the permit application is approved by the Department of Public
Works and testing is successful in
Dogpatch and Showplace Square,
Marble will have to grapple with
requirements that it can only operate
in low foot-traffic area. “This permit
application concerns only testing,

not any commercial delivery, so it’s
premature to comment on the eventual
business impact of those limitations,”
said Frucht.
“Delivery robots are likely to
make some workers nervous that they
may lose their jobs or see their hours
reduced,” said Kristin Harknett, codirector of The Shift Project at the
Institute for Research on Labor and
Employment, University of California,
Berkeley. The Shift Project “has colROBOTS continues on page 10
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seek a ship repair firm at Pier 70, which
has been missing since the last one
closed two years ago, though it acknowledged that it may “broaden its
marketing efforts to consider other
maritime uses.” Perhaps a whale hospital for all those giant creatures whose
health is being threatened by the
aforementioned ships and climate
change…

BY STEVEN J. MOSS

“It went by so fast,” my 80-something father exclaimed, when I told him
my daughter would be attending college in the fall.
“Yeah,” I said. “I know.”
In a year and a quarter, I’ll turn 60,
an unimaginable age to my younger
self. Sixty was when people started
preparing for retirement, purchasing
the necessary plaid trousers, white
shoes, and extra-large belts required
for golf outings or early discount dinners at the Red Lobster or Olive Garden.
Sixty was when men’s pants waistlines
started their upward migration from
hipster-flashing underwear to above
the belt, and eventually, just below the
nipples. Sixty was when long-married
couples shifted from having actual sex
to patting one another on the arm when
one said something “cute” or “stupid.”
Which would happen with increasing
frequency.
Of course, I was ageist when I was
younger, the definition of which shifted
with each new birthday that ended in
a zero. Trained by the lingering hippie
culture, when I was in my 20’s I thought
life more or less ended at 40. Leastwise,
I had no idea what happened between
that murky time between middle age
and senior citizen. A lot of domino
playing, perhaps, or complaining about
what the kids were up to. When I got to
40, I abruptly realized that I was young,
virile, and still had my teeth, totally in
the game. Until I reached 50, a number
that sounds great when it comes to a
dollar denomination or a bet during a
high-stakes poker game – pronounced
“fity,” of course – but isn’t as pretty
when applied to a speed limit or human
age. Fifty what, years?
Now, the inevitable will soon occur,
the next zero birthday in a steady
stream. As my grandmother, who lived
into her 90s used to say about aging, “It
beats the alternative.” But it’s still
disorienting, as it unfolds in a society
that venerates young flesh in media,
advertising, and high-tech start-ups,
and generally treats the over-70 crowd
as good for grandkid-sitting and an
impending market for incontinence
diapers; one for the baby, one for me.
“I feel great,” former San Francisco
Mayor Art Agnos, 80, told me recently,
“As if I’m 40!” He looks great too. As
does Roger Hillyard, founder of Farley’s, who is in his late-70s. But both
complained of ageism, and a subtle lack

of respect from their youngers, who
have fully bought into the cult of
child-adults.
It’s not that we treat the less than
teenage crowd all that royally. Babies
are cute and irrelevant. Toddlers and
the extra-elderly are handled in the
same fashion. Both take weird pride in
how old they are, down to the month
– two and three-quarters years-old;
eighty-eight and a half, to the day! –
probably because people are always
asking, or wanting to ask, they’re age,
though the words are emphasized differently depending on which ends of
life the individual being questioned is
at. “How old are you!?” “How old are
you?!” For both demographics achieving that next month is extra-special,
though for quite distinct reasons.
Adolescents are cutely-annoying,
or just very annoying. Teenagers are
scary or incomprehensible, and, anyways, they should stop obsessing over
their smartphones and read a book once
in a while; would it kill them?
It’s actually not so much age we
venerate, as silky-smooth looks and the
redemptive possibility of youth. Perky
breasts, six packs, and rock-hard
calves, topped with a peaches and
cream complexion or just slightly
stubbled, dimpled, face. When do we
want it? Now and forever! The future
is supposed to be bright, with a beautiful spouse, beautiful family, and fulfilling and impactful job, not almost
over as we march, ever more stooped,
closer and closer to death.
Which probably is the bottom line.
Aging smells like doo-doo to many of
us; it’s the wrinkled whiff of impending
doom, of disappearance. “I can’t imagine a world without me,” sang Robert
Dean. Dying young is tragic, but kind
of sexy. Dying old is respected, but in
the same way an oversized antique you
don’t want in your home is respected.
Cool that it survived this long, but it
doesn’t really match the décor.
“I look at the person, not just the
outer trappings,” my friend, Bob – who,
single at 60, is dating his contemporaries – said, when I asked him whether
he was attracted to the inevitably aging
bodies he encountered. “Being old can
be beautiful,” he claimed.
I want to believe him. I really do.
I f on ly be c au se it be at s t he
alternative.
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Zynga Plays Real Estate Game
David Jablons, of Daily Driver, explained to the crowd
that demand was so strong hot food may become
scarce. PHOTO: Steven Moss

Daily Driver attracted a massive crowd to its opening
last month. PHOTO: Steven Moss

Bagels and Cream
Daily Driver, a café, creamery and
bagel bakery, opened last month in a
7,000-square-foot, two story, space in
Dogpatch’s American Industrial Center. One of the owners, David Kreitz,
developed the bagel recipe, which apparently is not quite Montreal nor New
York style, but an excellent vehicle for
the establishment’s cream cheese and
butter. Other menu items include egg
dishes, quark bowls with granola, and
ghee…Also last month, and apropos of
Dogpatch and maybe round things with
holes in the middle, the Port of San
Francisco released a new waterfront
plan in which it insists it’ll continue to

Online game maker Zynga has sold
its San Francisco head office building
for around $600 million in one of the
City’s biggest, or maybe just most recent, property sales. Zynga vended the
Showplace Square edifice, at 650
Townsend Street, to real estate investor
Beacon Capital Partners. The company
will remain headquartered in the
structure, leasing 185,000 square feet,
or about a quarter of the 670,000-squarefoot property, housing less than half of
its 1,862 employees. The building was
bought in 2012 for $234 million, in a
deal that created a multi-milliondollar community trust fund in exchange for municipal parking exemptions. Where’s the neighborhood’s
money this time around?

West Elm Drops a Leaf
West Elm, a subsidiary of Williams-Sonoma, which has been based
in San Francisco since the 1960s, is in
the permitting process to locate a store
at the corner of Connecticut and 17th
streets, with an anticipated 2020 opening. West Elm focuses on smaller –
‘condominium-sized’ – merchandise;
retail managers are encouraged to find
and sell items from neighborhood
‘makers.’ The company is no doubt
salivating over what’s being developed
in Dogpatch and Potrero Hill. The
outlet may feature a parklet and the
ubiquitous café.
SHORT CUTS continues on page 9
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Potrero Bus Yard May be Next Stop for Housing
BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

In the face of sky-high construction
costs and ongoing housing shortages,
the San Francisco Municipal Transit
Agency (SFMTA) wants to partner with
a private developer to build upwards of
800 homes at its Potrero Yard when the
bus facility is reconstructed over the
next ten years.
The 104-year old facility, which
spans a 4.4-acre block south of 17th
Street and Franklin Square Playground, is structurally obsolete and
needs to be completely rebuilt, which
has opened the door for SFMTA to
reimagine use of the space. The agency
has held several community design
workshops and formed the Potrero
Yard Modernization Project Working
Group, which has met four times since
last December. But apart from the idea
that housing be located above the bus
station, there’s no design plan, architect
or development partner yet.
“They are in the process of trying
to determine what sort of project they
are going to try to push for,” said J.R.
Eppler, who represents the Potrero
Boosters on the working group.
The housing concept puts the
agency in uncharted territory. In the
2017 hiring contract for a consultant,
Hatch Associates, to evaluate the viability of the idea, SFMTA noted it’d
never “undertaken a public private
partnership of this magnitude, and
there appear to be few precedents
in the United States for a combined
bus yard/joint development facility.”
What’s more, SFMTA hasn’t identi-
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fied another instance anywhere in the
world in which residences have been
co-located with a bus station.
The idea to expand the yard beyond
busses came from a 2013 SFMTA report, Real Estate and Facilities Vision
for the 21st Century, which suggested
complimentary non-transit uses for
SFMTA property as a way to generate
revenues. The study recommended
that Potrero Yard be developed into a
campus-type facility with technology
and research activities above the bus
station.
By the time SFMTA began taking
steps to upgrade the site former Mayor
Ed Lee had created the Public Land
for Housing initiative, which directs
City agencies to evaluate property they
own for use as housing. SFMTA is currently working through that assessment
process with the Planning Department,
Office of Economic and Workforce
Development and the Mayor’s Office of
Housing and Community Development
(MOHCD).
There’s been strong support for
housing at com mu n ity meetings,
though determining the type, affordability, and height is more contentious.
“A lot of people have said they would
like significant affordability given that
it’s a public facility,” said Eppler. “But
that runs counter to SFMTA’s desire to
pay for the project and balance those
concerns.”
According SFMTA project manager, Licinia Iberri, $400 million is
needed just to upgrade the bus yard.
The agency won’t have that funding
level even if voters approve a prospec-
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tive bond measure in 2022, which could
raise $250 million.
At least 25 percent of the housing
would have to be affordable, the definition of which varies. Proposition K,
passed in 2015, requires surplus City
land used for housing to be at least 33
percent affordable – with a minimum
of 15 percent set aside for households
earning 55 percent or less of average
median income (AMI); and at least 18
percent dedicated to those with incomes
that’re 120 percent of AMI – but it’s
unclear whether the facility, since it’ll
still be in use, would fall under the
definition of surplus land, thereby triggering the proposition’s requirements.
To increase the amount of affordable
housing SFMTA likely would need
to secure additional funding through
MOHCD.
Erick Arguello, a member of the
Mission community organization Calle
24 who is on the working group, anticipates that there’ll be pressure to make
all housing developed on the site affordable. “From working in the Mission
all these years and seeing the changes,
we’ve had 10,000 residents displaced,
8,000 of those Latinos, so we’re trying
to stabilize the neighborhood and one
of the ways of doing that is affordable
housing,” he said. He also suggested
that the project set aside housing for
bus yard employees.
The bus facility is expected to need
70 feet for the first three stories; two
stories currently exist. SFMTA has suggested adding as much as eight levels of
housing above that.
Mary Haywood Sheeter, a working

group member who represents Friends
of Franklin Square, said residents are
worried about potential park darkening. “The children’s playground is in
the spot where if you were to build the
maximum of bus plus housing it would
shade the playground for kids some
parts of the year. A lot more housing
units would mean a lot more people
coming to the park, which we’re not
opposed to,” she said, adding that she’s
pro-residences.
Sheeter believes that the project
should be designed with the park in
mind, related to such simple elements
as adding a pedestrian crosswalk.
“Right now, it’s a little dead around the
bus yard,” she explained.
As part of the redesign SFMTA is
considering adding 5,000 square feet
for retail, community or production,
distribution and repair service along
Bryant Street.
Over the summer SFMTA intends
to explore the necessary elements for
the bus facility itself. “We want to
answer questions about what Muni is
doing in the building versus what other
things might be on the site,” said Iberri.
“We haven’t really talked about that.”
She said the agency will offer public
tours of the complex this month. “It
will help us make the case for why we
need to do it. It’s an old building so it
tells the story pretty well of why we
need to rebuild.”
The complex, known as the 17th
Street Car House when it was built,
houses 136 busses with 16 bus bays.
MUNI YARD continues on page 10
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SUMMER MARKET
IS SIZZLING ON
POTRERO HILL!
325-327 Missouri Street

Listed at $1,995,000 • Sold for $2,590,000
Rarely available two unit building on one of Potrero Hill’s best North
Slope blocks. This lovely Edwardian duplex has many charming period
details such as wainscoting, tall ceilings, built in hutch, and original
moldings. Both units offer classic vintage Edwardian floor plans with
flexible front living room/bedroom, additional rooms and bath off the
hall and bonus room at the rear. Huge full length garage with parking
for two cars and lots of extra storage. Back stairs lead to private, quiet
garden area. Property has been well maintained by long time owner
for over 40 years. Large attic in upper unit for expansion potential
and views. Steps away from restaurants and shops in the heart of the
Potrero Hill neighborhood. Great opportunity in an A-Plus location!!

Susan Olk
Top Producer, CRS, CLHMS
BRE# 00788097

415.279.8835
SusanOlk@ZephyrSF.com

www.susanolk.com
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WALTON from front page

Walton is tackling other District
10 quality of life issues, including
those related to illegal dumping and
public safety, and paying attention to
challenges that affect the District’s
youth of color.
Elected to the supervisor position with a background in economic
development, in a district in which he
spent part of his youth, at a time San
Francisco is experiencing dramatic job
and population growth combined with
steep declines in housing affordability
and an accompanying rise in homelessness, Walton arguably has the fullest
plate of any of the City’s 11 supervisors.
He lists affordable housing, homelessness, and “community safety…tied with
transportation” as his highest priorities
for District 10.
Walton wants to be accessible
to residents and merchants located
throughout diverse, sprawling, and
topographically challenging District
10. In his first 100 days in office, Walton
and his staff – legislative aides Natalie
Gee, Percy Burch, and Tracy Gallardo – responded to 206 constituent
complaints on matters such as garbage
disposal, held two town hall meetings
focusing on public safety issues, and
had 322 conferences with community
groups, residents, and merchants. A
town hall meeting on the City’s budget took place at the Potrero Hill
Recreation Center in April. Either the
Supervisor or his aides are available
during “neighborhood office hours”
that’re offered in different District
locations every Thursday. Constituents
can follow him on social media.
Walton places such a high value on
keeping communication channels with
constituents open that sources told The
View he updates community leaders
with texts.
“I want leaders to know that I work
for them and work for our constituents
in the District,” Walton told The
Potrero View. “I take that seriously and
that’s why I stay engaged and represent
the community as a whole, not just my
views.”
“We have an ally we can go to,”

said Economic Development on Third nance to close Juvenile Hall passed
(EDOT) executive director and Bayview nearly unanimously in June, the Mayor
resident Earl Shaddix. “He’s made him- opposed it, calling to reform the detenself very visible to our corridor. There’s tion facility instead.
a new energy on Third Street that the
Often, though, Walton and Breed
merchants are really thankful to see.” on are the same side of an issue. In May,
According to Shaddix, a commu- Mayor Breed announced her proposed
nity safety plan Walton and his office $12.2 billion budget for fiscal years
helped coordinate with City agencies 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 at Sunnydale
and merchants was effective in stopping Developments. She’d joined Walton in
burglaries and vandalism along Third a meeting with Sunnydale residents a
Street last spring.
few days earlier to talk about securing
“We had a major burglary crime $150 million of a $600 million bond to
wave going on the Third Street business revitalize public housing. As a child
corridor. He got San Francisco Police Walton lived in public housing in
Department Chief Bill Scott, Captain Bayview and Potrero Hill.
Valerie Matthews, Kyra Worthy, ten
“He’s had meetings in the Bayview
of the merchants, the HOT team, all and meetings here in Potrero, so people
into the room and developed a plan. can attend meetings here,” said Uzuri
The heavy hitters were all there. Now, Pease-Greene, a community organizer
there is a working plan in place.” One who lives in the Potrero Annex-Terrace
person was arrested and charged with Housing complex. “I look at that as a
most of the burglaries, and merchants plus.”
were relieved that the crimes ended,
Pease-Greene ran for the District
Shaddix reported.
10 seat last fall. She knows Walton from
Walton is creating a safety plan for his work as Economic Opportunity
each District neighborhood, focusing Council of San Francisco director more
on coordinating community needs with than a decade ago. After Walton belaw enforcement responses. On his first came executive director of Young Comday in office, 89-year-old Yik Oi Huang munity Developers in 2010, she believes
was brutally beaten in Visitacion Val- community development efforts shifted
ley. Four days later, two men lost their to Bayview. That’s changing now.
lives and two others were injured in
“He actually listened,” said Peaseseparate gunfire exchanges on the same Greene, who has received text messages
night, not far from one another on La from Walton seeking feedback on budSalle Avenue. In response, Walton and get talks. “Shamann has reached out to
his staff held public safety meetings in folks here on Potrero.”
Vis Valley, Bayview, Potrero Hill and
During Walton’s first year in
Dogpatch.
office debate has continued over the
“He’s been accessible, available, implications of the 2018 revelation
and in touch with neighborhood lead- that falsified test data may have been
ers in Dogpatch and Potrero Hill,” relied on to determine radioactive conDogpatch Neighborhood Association tamination levels at the Hunters Point
president Bruce Huie said. “He’s done Shipyard. Walton has been meeting
a fairly good job aligning himself with with Shipyard residents, the United
those supervisors who are adjacent to States Navy, the City’s Office of ComDistrict 10…Supervisor Matt Haney munity Investment and Infrastructure,
and Supervisor Hillary Ronen.”
the federal Environmental Protection
line spacing
is tighter
Walton has occasionally opposed
Agency,
and the San Francisco and
positions advocated by Mayor Breed. He California Departments of Public
was the sole vote against limited legis- Health to discuss Shipyard retesting
lation to conserve homeless people with and remediation.
mental illness who are self-destructive,
“District 10 is going through
a measure introduced by
lineSupervisor
spacing is tighter
Rafael Mandelman with the Mayor’s
strong support. While Walton’s ordi-

Spark Studio

extraordinary development,” said J.R.
Eppler, Potrero Boosters president.
“We’re addressing the issues that go
with that development in terms of infrastructure in this formerly industrial
part of the City. That means open space,
transit, other city services like schools,
libraries and community centers, and
the issues of working with developers
to ensure that projects work well in
this part of town. Along with that
comes the issues of gentrification and
displacement, which we experience in
Potrero Hill, but that’s a keen issue in
the Bayview and Visitacion Valley.”
“I think Supervisor Walton is both
blessed and cursed to have arrived here
at the crux of so many developments,
with the Bayview and Hunters Point
getting ready to grow exponentially,”
said Hamman, who serves as treasurer
for the India Basin Neighborhood Association, an area with less than 1,000
residents that’s expected to grow by ten
times or more over the next ten years.
“It’s going to change your daily experience from waking up in the morning
to the sound of birds, to waking up
to the sound of people walking on the
sidewalk. The population growth associated with that development is going
to be enormous. Supervisor Walton’s at
the helm of a ship that’s just entering
these waters. In a great many ways,
he gets to put his stamp on what the
Bayview’s going to look like in the
next 50 or 60 years. Gentrification and
displacement, but also appropriateness
of design, and the need to make the
total greater than the sum of the parts.
That, I think, is the challenge of land
use planning in our neighborhood.”
“I think Supervisor Walton is going
to be a great supervisor,” Hamann, a
founding member of EDOT, Southern
Waterfront Advisory Committee member, and former Bayview Hunters Point
Citizen’s Advisory Committee chair,
continued. “The problem with that
job is, there’s a great learning curve.
Especially in District 10. It’s like three

Get Ready to Create !

WALTON continues on page 7
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Green Benefit District
Check out the Green Benefit District’s renovation of the 22nd St Caltrain
Station entrance on 22nd Street between Pennsylvania & Iowa. There’s
designated scooter, motorcycle and bike parking, improved lighting, and
new landscaping.
Want to add street trees and sidewalk gardens to your block? Contact the
GBD at Info@GreenBenefit.org.

First Saturdays in Dogpatch: A neighborhood-wide event held monthly, rain or shine
• Explore neighborhood shops 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Enjoy great food and drink 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
• Discover maker market at Center Hardware and 1234 Indiana Street,
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Be inspired at gallery openings at Minnesota Street Project, 6 to 8 p.m.
• See all the details at LoveDogpatch.com.

Spark Studio
Studio
Spark
Get Ready to Create !

Get Ready to Create !
Art + Craft Classes
for Adults and Kids

Bay Area makers, small businesses and food trucks:
Pop-up in Dogpatch the first Saturday of every month. Find out more
at https://bit.ly/2Lo5ekM.

Check out the super fun classes at...

sparkstudiosf.com
t
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Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place.
Monthly meeting: last Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m. at the Potrero Hill
Neighborhood House. 953 De Haro @ Southern Heights.
For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact advertising@potreroview.net
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What are the Least Expensive Ways to
Add Value to Your Home Before Selling?

Getting your home ready for sale doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive.
There are several simple ways you can add value inexpensively:
• LIGHTEN AND BRIGHTEN—If it is time to repaint, consider lighter colors that will make your
home brighter and feel more spacious.
• OUT WITH THE OLD—It is easy to accumulate clutter even after just a few years. Donating
or discarding unneeded items can make a home feel more spacious—and make your future
move easier.
• MAKE IT SHINE—There is nothing more important than ensuring your home is clean.
• DON’T FORGET SMALL THINGS WITH BIG IMPACTS—Simple steps like painting the garage
floor or planting bright flowers near your home’s entrance are easy and inexpensive ways to
make a home more welcoming.

If you’d like a free report on the value of your home,
call Tim Johnson at 415-710-9000.

Tim Johnson
415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com
www.timjohnsonSF.com
DRE 01476421
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number [license number to be inserted by region]. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy
of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

5

6

THE POTRERO VIEW JULY 2019

COMMUNITY | JULY
Now through 9/2 Monday
Art: San Francisco Museums for All
Under the San Francisco Museums for
All initiative, free entry is available to
more than 15 museums and cultural
centers to residents who participate in
Human Services Agency public benefit
programs. Simply show your Electronic
Benefit Transfer or Medi-Cal card and
proof of residency at a participating
location to receive complimentary
admission for up to four individuals. For
more information: https://bit.ly/2IUJm17

4 thur

7 sun
Music: Night Argent and Richlove
Live music by Night Argent, an
alternative rock band that hails from
Pasco, Washington; and Richlove, a pop
group from Nashville, Tennessee. 7 to
8:30 p.m. Free. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

10 wed
Art: Tom Murray
Art opening. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

Independence Day: Exploratorium
After Dark
What’s the science behind fireworks?
Celebrate July 4th by delving into
the explosive potential of science
demonstrations, space travel, and
spectacular explorations of other
booming activities and exhibits. 6 to
10 p.m. Tickets: $19.95. Adults (18+)
only. Exploratorium, Pier 15. For more
information: https://bit.ly/31Ft9FN
Independence Day: Farley’s Safe
and Sane Fireworks Show
A Potrero Hill community favorite not
to be missed. 8:30-ish p.m. Free. Farley’s,
1315 18th Street.

11 thur
Music: Ocean Shore Railroad
Performing originals and select covers
from the 1960’s to the present. 7 to 8:30
p.m. Free. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.
7/11 Thursday to 7/13 Saturday
Food: Besharam Relaunch and
Art Opening
Celebrate Besharam’s relaunch with Chef
Heena Patel and Maria Qamar featuring
a new attitude, dishes, and cocktails.
7/11 - Delicious snacks, cocktails,
and new art. Free with RSVP at our
Facebook page @BesharamSF
7/12, 7/13 - Private VIP dinner with Chef

Heena and Maria Qamar to celebrate the
relaunch, showcasing a reinvented menu
that pushes the boundaries of traditional
Indian cuisine in the Bay Area. $100/
person.

12 fri
Comedy: MC Sergio Novoa
Standup comedy by MC Sergio Novoa.
Free. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th
Street.

14 sun
Fitness: Bollywood Workout
Join Amit and Manpreet to get
summer off to a healthy and fun start
through a Bollywood dance cardio and
choreography workout. Wear workout
clothes and shoes, bring water, come
celebrate with joy in your body and
heart. 2 to 4 p.m. Free, registration
required. Danzhaus, 1275 Connecticut
Street. For more information: https://bit.
ly/2WXe5Vu

18 thur
Music: James Everett
Live music by James Everett, rhythm
and blues, jazz and pop singer and
performer. Free. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.
Film: “It’s Really Hard to Watch Films
Properly”
Filmmakers create movies in a
deliberate way, to be seen in a particular
environment, as a means to affect
an audience in a crafted manner. The
rise of direct-to-consumer streaming
platforms and the ubiquity of mobile
devices has drastically changed the

Creating Excellence
With Integrity
Pending
1387 De Haro St.

If you’re looking for a great agent whose lived
on the hill for over 20 years, look no further!
Claudia is your best advocate, she works tirelessly,
with dedication and integrity to exceed your desired
results and expectations.

Claudia Siegel
Realtor®—CRS
415.816.2811
claudia.siegel@compass.com
claudia.siegel.com
DRE 01440745
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any
description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended
to solicit property already listed.

experience of watching flicks. In this
multimedia lecture with film clips, former
SFFILM Executive Director Noah Cowan
breezes through the history of cinema,
delving into creatives’ intents and how
the medium’s “editioning” process has
supported and thwarted their desires.
7 to 8:30 p.m. Tickets $7 - $10. McEvoy
Foundation for the Arts, 1150 25th
Street, Building B. For more information:
https://bit.ly/2Fj7GJ7
Creativity: Make
Collaborate with artists and makers,
explore unique themes and re-think
materials through creative design
projects. Enjoy MAKE under the stars
with a summer parklet party, featuring
hands-on takeaways that preview
upcoming shows, including Macon Reedinspired bottle vases and a hardware
jewelry bar to design the ultimate
machined wearable. Grab a drink, play
around with Julie Alpert’s drip aesthetic,
take a sneak peek at the galleries in flux
and shop in the award-winning MCD
store. 6 to 9:30 p.m. Free. Museum of
Craft and Design, 2569 Third Street.
For more information: https://bit.
ly/2WRLwbY
7/19 Friday – 7/28 Sunday
Theater: Bay Area Playwrights Festival
2019
Established in 1976 by Robert Woodruff,
the festival has continuously discovered
original and distinctive new voices in
theater, invested in the development
of their work and helped launch their
careers. Among the first crop of writers
at the inaugural BAPF was a young Sam
Shepard. The 2019 BAPF showcases six
newly-written, unfinished works by an
extraordinary group of culturally diverse,
rising American playwrights selected
from nearly 700 submissions. Single
ticket prices: $10. - $20. Potrero Stage,
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1695 18th Street. For more information:
https://bit.ly/2N6pDBg

20 sat
Music: Marc Maynon and the CD Onofrio
Performing folk music. 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Free. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.
Museum: MCD Turns 15
DESIGN15 Birthday Bash celebrates
15 years of the Museum of Craft and
Design, benefiting MCD’s MakeArt
educational programs for children and
families. Enjoy a sit-down dinner, cake,
music, dancing, and more. 6:30 to 10
p.m. Tickets: $150. MCD members; $175
general admission. Museum of Craft and
Design, 2569 Third Street. For more
information: https://bit.ly/2WSdxzP

21 sun
Art: Alison O’Daniel
“The Tuba Thieves,” which began
in 2013, is a feature-length film in
progress and an expanding project of
mixed-media installations, sculptures,
and performances through which
Alison O’Daniel invites audiences and
collaborators “to navigate, de-construct
and re-imagine sound.” The Los Angelesbased artist, who is hard of hearing,
collaborates with hearing, deaf and
hard of hearing composers, musicians,
performers, and athletes in work across
mediums. In this program, curator Tanya
Zimbardo joins O’Daniel to discuss her
unfolding project, including the process
of reimagining through film the punk
show for the closing party of the Deaf
Club in San Francisco in 1979. 3 to 4
p.m. Free with registration. McEvoy
Foundation for the Arts, 1150 25th Street,
Building B. For more information and to
register: https://bit.ly/2Xjrwyh

24 wed
Music: Soul Delights
Live music by Soul Delights. Free. 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. Farley’s, 1315 18th Street.

25 thur
Community: Drop-in Grief Support
Group
Want to see what grief support is
all about, without the multi-week
commitment? This group is ideal; all you
have to do is show up. No registration
required. Donations gratefully accepted.
12 to 1 p.m. Hospice by the Bay, 180
Redwood Street, Suite 350. For more
information: https://bit.ly/2Zyxk4s
AUGUST 2019

4 sun
Community: Potrero Hill Democratic
Club’s 6th Annual Party & “Shop Local”
Silent Auction
Food, drink, jazz and great deals. PHDC’s
“Shop Local” Silent Auction is a party
for the community and a fundraiser
for the club’s educational and serviceoriented activities. The event will feature
a local live jazz trio, snacks courtesy of
club members and local eateries, and
many tempting items to bid on from
the wonderful merchants and artists
of Potrero Hill and Dogpatch. No-host
bar. 5 to 8 p.m. Admission is free and
open to the public. Dogpatch Saloon,
2496 Third Street. For more information:
PHDemClub.org or Facebook @
PotreroHillDemocraticClub

WALTON from page 4

or four different towns, with different
histories, different needs, different
expectations. Dogpatch is new and
growing, Potrero Hill is a more mature
neighborhood. These neighborhoods
have a totally different set of problems
and expectations.”
“In terms of housing as a whole, we
will always focus on affordable housing

A QUARTERLY UPDATE
SPONSORED BY BRIDGE HOUSING

VOLUME 98 • JULY 2019

1101 Connecticut Ribbon Cutting!
May 9, 2019

first and getting the most affordability
we can, above and beyond the 25 percent minimum requirement,” Walton
said, adding that he’s pushing for “30
percent affordability, and talking
about most projects having 40 percent
and above. We’re having interesting
conversations with developers on how
we achieve that. My idea of affordable
housing is one-third of income spent
on rent. There are cases where we will
have mixed (average median income)
AMI ranges; 30 percent AMI, up to 80
or 100 percent. It depends where the
housing is going. We have to be mindful that because San Francisco is so
expensive, we have to build housing
for working families to afford to live
here…” and make sure that “…housing
benefits community, and it fits with the
culture and character of community.
Height has to be comparable to other
buildings. I’m not supportive of 300foot towers along our waterfront when
that’s not the existing height that you
see. We’re building the most affordable
units as it is. We’re doing more than our
fair share. Talk to other districts about
building high.”
Asked how Third Street will
look in another eight years, Walton
answered, “Third Street will be more
vibrant. We’ll hopefully see a bus line
to compliment the T. We’re focused on
building housing along our commercial
corridors and small site opportunities.
We want Bayview to be a destination
place for all of San Francisco.”
Walton wants the City to continue
to support façade improvement programs as a means to drive foot traffic
along Third Street. “I’m laser focused
on providing the resources so they can
improve how they look in the field and

support good business. We’re trying to
get more resources into programs that
fund improvements for our business
through the budget process, and to get
more funding for the economic development nonprofits to administer the
program that provides that support.”
He told The View that he wants a
major grocery store to move into the
Duc Loi Supermarket location at 5900
Third Street but wouldn’t disclose
details on his efforts to accomplish
that goal.
Mayor Breed pointed to “cutting
red tape, barriers, and bureaucracy” to
get housing built faster. Walton thinks
doing so will speed things up, adding
that citizen advisory groups should be
included in the planning process.
“When we look at affordable housing and housing carved out for educators, I am in support of finding quicker
ways, but in no way, shape, or fashion
does that mean we don’t have conversations with the community,” Walton
said. “But when community is excited,
we want to move it faster than we have
been. Not by eliminating community
input, but there’s a lot of red tape with
a project even when people are excited
about it.”
Soon after taking office, Walton
introduced legislation to expand mandatory local hiring requirements from
municipally contracted construction
trades to the cannabis, hospitality,
technology and healthcare industries,
a policy with which Pease-Greene
agreed.
“People should be able to work in
their community and have some input
on what they make in their commuWALTON continues on page 8

Red, white &
boom!
Join Potrero Hill’s
all-American tradition:
The Farley’s 4th of July
safe & sane fireworks
show!
The fun starts right after
dark on 18th Street.

BRIDGE Housing extends a heartfelt thank you
to Mayor Breed, Supervisor Walton, and
the community for making
the Grand Opening possible.
WE DID IT!
For more information: website: rebuildpotrero.com, e-mail: potrero@bridgehousing.com

Bring the kids!
farleyscoffee.com
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1315 18th St (@Texas) | 415-648-1545
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WALTON from page 7
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PHOTO CONTEST! Kids 12 years and younger can submit a photo once a month,
before the 20th, with the winning image receiving $35. Teenagers 13 to 17 years old
are eligible for a $50 prize. Please send submissions to editor@potreroview.net.

nity,” Pease-Greene said. “You should
be able to incorporate it to have people
prosper in their community.”
Hamman said that for Walton to
advocate effectively for parks, he’ll
need working knowledge of the different design processes at play throughout
the District; some open spaces fall
under Port of San Francisco purview;
others are governed through the City’s
planning process. Walton said he’s
preparing himself for this challenge by
meeting with constituents and Recreation and Parks Department staff. He’s
reviewing renovation plans for Esprit,
Crane Cove, and India Basin parks,
among others.
“All will have their own flavor and
design, that reflect different needs and
what a good design looks like for that
neighborhood,” said Walton, who sees
his role as ensuring that the Recreation
and Parks Department and San Francisco Parks Alliance are responsive to
community requests.
Dogpatch residents want Walton to
mediate conflicts over land use at the
corner of 23rd and Iowa streets. The
San Francisco-Marin Food Bank has a
long-term agreement with the California Department of Transportation for
a parking lot at the location. Dogpatch
residents support Food Bank expansion
but prefer that the sunny parcel become
a public park.
“I’ve been working with the Food
Bank and the Dogpatch and Potrero
Hill community to try and figure out a
solution,” Walton said. “That continues
to be a work in progress, until we
get everybody on the same page and
excited about what to do.”
Bayview has the second highest
population of homeless individuals in
San Francisco, after the Tenderloin. A
number of facilities in District 10 provide food and shelter for those in need,
including a 128-bed navigation center
at 125 Bayshore Boulevard; another at
600 25th Street with 68 beds. Homeless
people can find shelter, services, and
meals at Providence Baptist Church
and Mother Brown’s Dining Room in
Bayview, amongst other places.

Gwendolyn Westbrook is chief executive officer of the United Council of
Human Services, the organization that
runs Mother Brown’s. She feeds 250
people two meals daily; 48 individuals
a night sleep in chairs because the City
hasn’t permitted beds at the facility.
Westbrook said that the HOT team
doesn’t respond to calls.
“They just don’t come to Bayview.
There are definitely more homeless
people and younger people who are
homeless, who’ve aged out of foster
care,” Westbrook said. “This is the worst
it’s ever been. I’m going to fight for
people in the Bayview to get the beds.”
“We definitely want to prioritize
the homeless in our District being given
access to those navigation centers,”
Walton said. “We’re working on getting
a shelter facility that could work with
Mother Brown’s and Providence to set
up a place where we can get more beds
and shelter services.”
Walton co-sponsored legislation
with Supervisors Vallie Brown and
Asha Safai to require the Department of Homelessness and Supportive
Housing to establish a Safe Overnight
Parking Pilot Program to provide
vehicularly homeless persons a place to
park and sleep in their vehicles overnight, along with case management
and other services, which the Board of
Supervisors approved last month.
“There are vacant lots in the Bayview that could be set up with restroom
facilities, services, social workers provided to them in a more concentrated
locale,” Hamann suggested.
“Sites are being surveyed right
now,” Walton said. “I don’t have a location where we’re going to put people
who live in vehicles yet, so we’re focusing on making that happen.”
To prevent homelessness, Walton,
a renter himself, wants the City to
continue to fund tenant protection
services.
Walton supports Mental Health
SF, a proposed ballot measure that’d
compel the City to build a new treatment center that’d offer free, roundthe-clock, mental health and substance
abuse services to any San Franciscan,
WALTON continues on next page
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Office, Warehouse, and Land Available
for Lease. Call or email for vacancies
Jeffrey A. Bauer
Senior Leasing Manager
Port of San Francisco
Pier 1
San Francisco, CA 94111
Website: www.sfport.com
Direct (415) 274-0514
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New classes begin in September.
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WALTON from previous page

with or without insurance. Breed
opposes the initiative as potentially
prompting “massive expenses” and
being untenable.
Illegal dumping, a disproportionate
amount of which occurs in District 10,
costs the City $10 million annually in
labor for cleanup workers; about $8 million paid to Recology and $2 million to
Department of Public Works employees.
Last spring, Walton held a Public Safety
and Neighborhood Services Committee hearing to investigate the scope
of illegal dumping in District 10 and
long-term plans to reduce it. According
to DPW’s Rachel Gordon, construction
contractors trying to avoid disposal
fees for debris and industrial waste are
by far the main cause of illegal dumping in the District; household refuse
contributes to a lesser extent. Walton’s
working on legislation to increase fines
for illegal dumping, remove business
licenses, and confiscate vehicles that’re
caught dumping.
In June, the Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved a law Walton
introduced to prohibit the sale, manufacture and distribution of all tobacco
products, including e-cigarettes, on
City property. Co-authored by City Attorney Dennis Herrera, the legislation
was partly in response to e-cigarette
company J U U L Labs subleasi ng
space at Pier 70. The ban will go into
effect six months after its signed by
the Mayor. Voters may have a chance
to weigh in on the prohibition; JUUL
plans to offer a ballot measure that’d
eliminate local authority over tobacco
control, including the flavored tobacco
ban previously passed by voters.

Following a heated discussion
between Walton and Allen Nance, chief
probation officer for the San Francisco
Juvenile Probation Department, the
Board voted 10 to one to pass Walton’s
ordinance to close Juvenile Hall by
2021. Supervisor Catherine Stefani
cast the dissenting vote. A jubilant
contingent from Young Women’s Freedom Center who’d advocated facility
closure filled the board chamber to
cheer and take pictures with Walton
and co-authors Haney and Ronen
following the vote. As a result of the
legislation San Francisco will become
one of the nation’s first major cities to
close a detention center where youth
await court hearings.
The ordinance calls for expanding community-based alternatives
to detention and creating a smaller,
non-institutional, rehabilitative center for those who must be detained.
A 12-person working group will be
convened, including City officials,
juvenile justice experts and community members, to design alternatives to
youth incarceration. Monies allocated
to Juvenile Hall will be redirected to
mental health support and academic
assistance initiatives for youths in the
justice system.
Walton, whose life experiences
include election to the San Francisco Unified School District’s Board
of Education, where he served a term
as president, and time spent in Juvenile
Hall as a teenager while attending
Vallejo Junior High School, firmly
believes that closing the underutilized
and costly facility will end a pipeline to
prison that disproportionately affects
District 10 youth, redirect efforts to
rehabilitation, and improve the chances

for success for young people of color.
For him, he’s said, closing Juvenile Hall
is personal.
In April, Walton was sworn in as
a member of the Peninsula Corridor
Joint Powers Board, which oversees
Caltrain, adding to his transportationrelated responsibilities that includes
a seat on the Golden Gate Transit
Regional Board. Walton will continue
to advocate for SFTMA to provide more
frequent transit that connects isolated
neighborhoods where senior housing is
on steep hills, and working households
need to get to jobs. Commuting from
Bayview to City Hall by public transit
can take more than an hour each way;
he usually drives to get to his office.
He said that SFMTA has already
conducted enough assessment studies
that demonstrate the need for more and
faster service.
“I live in the southeast sector of
San Francisco. Much as I would love
to take public transportation, we have
more work to do. We need more express
buses. I live within an eight-minute
walk of the T-line and even when it’s
running on time, it’s one hour to get
from Bayview to the Civic Center on the
T. Then for getting to meetings around
my District after work, I need a car. I
will BART a lot when I’m maneuvering
Downtown. BART moves faster. It’s
typically on time,” Walton said.
“There’s definitely concerns about
certain areas in Potrero Hill and hilly
areas for seniors,” he added. “The reality
is, there’s not enough surface transit that
moves with speed from inner areas of
our communities to transit hubs. Not
enough express lines moving people
fast to BART. I’m working on that in
the Bayview, areas like Candlestick

Point and other isolated areas, to get an
express running out there. We don’t have
enough bus lines that go inside community that provide lines for getting people
to work fast enough. I want to focus on
getting the service here. The population
has grown and will continue to grow.”
Do citywide issues take precedence
over neighborhood issues, The View
asked? “I believe we are focused on
being as accessible as possible to people
in our district. But there’s overlap on
certain things,” Walton concluded.
“Ultimately, I will prioritize our District over citywide needs.”
SHORT CUTS from page 2

Gooey, Chocolaty, Climate Change
Two headlines recently popped up
side-by-side on The Washington Post’s
internet feed:
“The Key to Those Gooey, Chocol at y B l o n d i e s ? O p e n S e s a m e .”
“Thousands of Seabirds Starved to
Death in the Bering Sea; and Scientists
See Evidence of Climate Change.”
We’re constantly subjected to the
mind-bending juxtaposition of extremely different visions of the present,
and potential future. We admire the
gleaming Salesforce Tower as we walk
past a huddle of homeless people begging for scraps. We enjoy a mouthful of
fresh chocolate chip cookie inside our
newly air-conditioned homes as we
watch streaming news of 120 degree
heat threatening the lives of Continental Indians. One wonders, will the
apocalypse be catered, and, if so, will
the food be vegan?

Price + Location = VALUE!
316 Connecticut Street

$995,00

Beautifully remodeled 2-bdrm, 2-bath flat in a 4-unit
Romeo-style building. Traditional SF style and flavor modernized
with an incredible chef’s kitchen, gorgeous wood floors, custom

9

MELINDA LEE

lighting and bathroom remodel. Tall ceilings & period moldings,

Your Agent for Good. e-Pro, SRES

decorative fireplace, formal DR, in-unit laundry, large storage

415.336.0754 | melinda@melindalee.realtor
Lic. #01344377 | melindalee.realtor

room, shared protected yard, deck & grill patio.
Walk/bike/MUNI/ride-share to EVERYTHING ~
Prime location on the Hill at 18th & Connecticut!
Zephyr Real Estate | 4040 24th Street | San Francisco, CA 94114

Call Melinda Lee for showings & information.

SHAWN LEONARD
Mortgage Advisor

415.676.1827 | sleonard@opesadvisors.com
NMLS #1614841 | opesadvisors.com
OPES Advisors | 435 Pacific Ave #300 | San Francisco, CA 94133
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Housekeeping

Freelance Writers Wanted

Cleaning professional since 1986.
Offices, apartments, homes, and
buildings. Roger Miller 415.794.4411
References given with bid.

Modest pay, interesting assignments.
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

Muir Beach Vacation Home

Gorgeous, rustic, Muir Beach space
and stunning Mission Dolores home
available for day rentals. Perfect for
six to 10 people engaged in retreats of
all kinds: writing, yoga, team-building,
strategy sessions. $175 an hour.
Editor@potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Walking distance to the beach, with
the crashing waves visible and audible
from the place. Three bedrooms, two
baths, with a lovely deck. Minimum
two nights: $350, plus cleaning fee.
Editor@potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Writer's Companion
View editor available to work with
writers at all levels. Groups also
available. $50/hour. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Company Retreat Space

NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES
NEW AD FORMAT FROM THE VIEW!
Let your neighbors know what you have to offer!
PREPAY:

6 months
12 months

2” x 2”
$345.
$555.

2” x 4”
$690.
$1,110.

Please contact:
415.643.9578
marketing @ potreroview.net
production @ potreroview.net

Muir Beach Vacation Studio
Walking distance to the beach, with
the crashing waves visible and audible
from the place. Includes kitchenette
and lovely patio. $175 plus cleaning
fee, two-day minimum. Editor@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Legal Notices
The View now accepts legal notices.
Please contact: production@potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

Got something to sell? Have a service to provide? Each classified
ad is $25 for up to 200 characters. www.potreroview.net/advertise
MUNI YARD from page 3

ROBOTS from front page

SFMTA wants that to increase to 206
busses and 24 bus bays. The agency will
likely begin looking for a development
partner within the next year, with the
idea of developing a comprehensive
design by 2023 and starting construction thereafter, completing the new
facility by 2026.

lected survey data from thousands of
retail workers across the country, and
most workers report that want more
weekly work hours, and almost threequarters report that it is somewhat
or very difficult to pay their bills. The
increased reliance on technology for
job tasks such as deliveries could
make these problems even worse.”

“I don’t know the metrics, but there
are two possible effects: the displacement of drivers and other delivery jobs,
and the creation of employment in other
sectors for people who are trained,
educated, and technically savvy,” said
Denise Kleinrichert, Interim Associate
Dean, San Francisco State University’s
(SFSU) College of Business and former
director of SFSU’s Center for Ethical
and Sustainable Business.
Kleinrichert suggested that the
implications of robot deployment would
depend on its scope, characterizing
potential workforce impacts as “an
analysis issue of the actual numbers regarding development of new or changes
in existing employment. We could

make similar arguments regarding any
new technology – cell phones versus
land lines, emails versus phone calls
– and how unskilled vs skilled labor
is impacted. Delivery robots require
technology to develop, manufacturing
to create the robots, delivering the
robots to specific neighborhoods to
make the deliveries using sidewalks
since they are not street vehicles, loading the robots with the ordered goods/
items, maintenance of the robots, and
possibly some other economic impacts.
There is a myriad of environmental
impacts regarding any new product or
service, for example: environmental
ROBOTS continues on next page
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ROBOTS from previous page

impacts of the manufacturing of the
autonomous robots.”
Marble’s permit application identifies one of its goals as catering to the
elderly and disabled. However, receiving a robot delivery would require
customers to meet the machine outside
their buildings, a limitation Frucht
said Marble is working to overcome.
“We are exploring ways to serve more
people directly at their door in the
future. With our current operations,
seniors and customers with disabilities
would benefit from being able to have
more products delivered to them more
quickly and at lower cost. For many
people, being able to go to the curb outside their house instead of a mile to the
grocery store or pharmacy would make
a big difference,” he said, without commenting on what door-to-actual-door
delivery methods Marble is exploring.
POWER PLANT from front page

built atop a former warehouse in
Hamburg.”
The Potrero Power Plant is located
on a 29-acre site along the Central
Bayside waterfront. Associated Capital
wants to construct between 2,200 and
2,600 housing units there. About 1,800
would be on the former Potrero Power
Station site, the remainder at the Hoe
Down Yard. Also included in the plan
is 600,000 square feet of office space,
600,000 square feet for research and
development activities, and 100,000
square feet of retail. Associate Capital
wants to increase existing allowable
height limits from up to 65 feet to
300 feet to accommodate the existing
smokestack. The redeveloped area
would feature more than six acres of
parks and open space, a specialty hotel
at the former steam power facility,
restaurants, and shops.
Peter Linenthal, of the Potrero Hill
Archives Project, said Associate Capital’s willingness to incorporate Station
A into its development is encouraging.
“Preserving the historic buildings
are the main concern. A couple of the
plans create door-like openings in the
east wall of Station A so people could
come inside the building. It would be
great to use industrial machinery in
the building as sculptural pieces,” said
Linenthal.
Linenthal said he’d like to see
Associate Capital utilize existing
structures to interpret the history of
the many industries that once occupied
the property, including a gunpowder
magazine, California Barrel Company,
Spreckels’ Western Sugar Refinery,
North’s Shipyard, San Francisco Gaslight Company’s coal-powered plant,
and Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) natural gas-fueled
generating station.
“The plans Associate Capital has
made so far show general massing at
this point. General massing (means)
the shape of the buildings and how
the buildings occupy space. More
detailed plans…materials used on the
exterior and the style of windows will
come later…will be critical to how the
development will eventually look,” said
Linenthal.
Linenthal has collected 1,400
signatures on a petition calling on Associate Capital to preserve the Potrero
Power Plant’s brick buildings, some
gathered at Christopher’s Books, but

most amassed on Change.org, where
Linenthal posted it “so anybody in the
world can sign.” Linenthal intends to
submit the signatures to the Planning
Commission at its next meeting regarding the site.
Linenthal said historic preservation advocates support holding community design meetings hosted by San
Francisco Heritage. “We’d love to see
a brainstorming session, a charrette,
with several architectural firms looking for ways to adaptively reuse the
site’s industrial brick buildings,” he
said.
“We reiterate the need for the designs to be presented to the community,
with the project sponsor Associate
Capital as an active participant,”
Buhler said. “We see an opportunity
for the Potrero Power Plant project to
result in two new City landmarks, one
for Unit 3 and the smokestack and one
for Station A.”
“Having seen the alternatives, I am
optimistic there’s a straightforward
pathway for the approval of this project,” said J.R. Eppler, Potrero Boosters
president. “The new plan handles the
historic component quite well, incorporating the height and movement of
the tower. It also takes care of concerns
regarding shadows. Station A contributes to public open space, making the
area more accessible.”
According to Associate Capital
spokesperson PJ Johnston, most Planning Commission members voiced their
preference for an earlier version of the
plan, which called for smokestack preservation, Unit 3 rehabilitation, minimal
Station A reuse, and more housing. The
developer proposed the alternative as
an option to preserve more of the site’s
historic structures.
“Station A was built at the turn
of the 20th Century. It closed in 1965.
More than half of the structure was
demolished in 1983 and its roof was
removed in 2001. It has had no roof for
two decades…is essentially a ruin. Any
use of elements of Station A would be the
rehabilitation and repurposing of a ruin,
incorporated into a new building,” said
Johnston. “We’re looking to get the most
out of the housing mix. Our concern is
the new alternative would result in a
loss of about 400 housing units, from a
maximum of 2,600 units to 2,200.”
Buhler said it’s important that
different public objectives, such as
housing and historic preservation, be
balanced in the final project design.
“Shifting or relocating some height and
density off Station A would result in a
more successful preservation outcome.
Associate Capital’s most recent plan
proposes to reduce the height over
Station A and add a new tower on the
parcel immediately to the east,” said
Buhler.
According to Buhler, pending state
legislation, Senate Bill 451, might ease
concerns regarding the cost of reuse.
SB 451 would create a state historic tax
credit to promote adaptive reuse and
preservation of historic buildings. As
of late May, SB 451 had unanimously
passed a State Senate committee and
was progressing towards legislative
approval.
Johnston said Associate Capital
will return to the Planning Commission for a general plan initiation later
this summer, a necessary procedural
step towards final project approval. In
the fall, it’ll return to the Commission
for its endorsement.
“The ultimate plan may incor-
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porate significant
elements from both
the plan as initially
proposed and the
alternatives,” said
Johnston.
Associate Capital hopes to present
a Commission-approved plan to the
San Francisco Board
of Supervisors by the
end of the year.
Before the project breaks ground,
PG&E must cleanup the Potrero Power Plant’s offshore
sediment area, an
effort it expects to
complete by 2020.
“You will notice…
large barges, excavators, and a crane,
working in the Bay
and working along Strikingly ugly, or beautiful building blocks of the future? Proposed designs for the
Potero Power Plant redevelopment site. IMAGE: Courtesy of Associate Capital
the shoreline…an
increase in truck traffic in the imme- eas and a durable cover was installed,”
diate area around the site. All efforts said Menniti.
will be made to minimize the impact
of these activities to the surrounding
neighborhood and nearby businesses,”
said Andrea Menniti, PG&E media
spokesperson.
Menniti said the company has
remediated most of the rest of the site.
The switch and general construction
yards will remain “an integral part of
San Francisco’s electrical infrastructure and continue to operate.”
Accord ing to Men n iti, PG&E
recently completed cleanup of the site’s
northeastern area, including a portion
of Pier 70, where the operations of a
former manufactured gas plant left
petroleum hydrocarbon compounds
and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in the soil. “PAHs are
organic chemicals that can be found
in petroleum and are associated with
the gas manufacturing process. As
part of the cleanup, a cement binding
agent was mixed into impacted soil…
manufactured gas plant residues in the
soil immobile,” said Menniti.
Menniti said the chemical residues
the manufactured gas plant left below
the surface would be difficult to excavate because they’re so deep and close
to the Bay. “On the Port of San Francisco Pier 70 property, manufactured
gas plant residues at shallower depths
were excavated and transported to
permitted disposal facilities. Clean soil,
gravel, and/or low strength concrete
was used to backfill the excavated ar-

PROPERTY OWNERS: Turn In Your Required ABE Form TODAY!
The Department of Building Inspection (DBI) is reminding property owners to
comply with the Accessible Business Entrance (ABE) program, which requires
existing buildings with a place of “public accommodation” to have all primary
entrances from the public way accessible for people with disabilities. If you
own commercial storefront(s), this Program applies to you.
Category
TAKE THIS
STEP!application to DBITierby September
TurnIMPORTANT
in your permit
15
Description

To comply, property owners are required to submit
getting
this placard
one of to
theavoid
following:
Pre-Screening,
Waiver or and
Category
Checklist
Compliance
form
to DBI.
on your property.

a Notice
of Violation
1

To read about the Program’s requirements and your
sfdbi.org/businessentrance
next steps,
Findvisit
out
if your property is. on the

2

3
list by
4
visiting sfdbi.org/soft-story-properties-list.

3.19.19 19_SS ad 2_SFNNA_5x4_7.11 60 days.indd 1

Submit form or compliance
checklist and specify
compliance option

In Compliance

1/1/19

No Steps but barriers

1/1/19

One Step with
other barriers

6/1/19

1+ Steps with
other barriers

12/1/19

3/20/2019 12:28:56 PM
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Angie’s

Kettle

Boomchickapop

Chips

Santa Cruz

4.2-7 oz -reg 3.99

5 oz -reg 2.79

Lemonades

$2.99

2/$5

32 oz -reg 3.49

2/$4
Essentia

9.5 pH Water

Chloe’s

$1.99

2.5 oz -reg 5.29

Fruit Pops

1 ltr -reg 2.69

$4.59
Muir Glen

Organic tomatoes
14 oz

-reg 2.49

2/$4

Ben & Jerry

Ice Cream
1 pint -reg 6.59

$5.99

49ers Brand

All Beef Hot Dogs

1 pound -reg 8.99

$7.99

Sale Price Valid July 1-7
Pacific Pastures

Grass Fed Ground Beef
Product of USA, All Natural
1 pound -reg 7.69

$6.49
Straus

Organic Ice Cream
1 pint

-reg 5.29

$4.49
Sale Prices effective July 1-21, 2019

Sale Price Valid July 1-7

Super Friday Discount
Save 15% On The Last Friday Of The Month *Valid 7/26/19

*Potrero Location Only
*Can Not Be Combined With Other Offers
*Excludes All Sales Items

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8:30 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204
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