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BY JESSICA ZIMMER

A 450-unit residential development 
proposed to replace a commercial 
building at 300 De Haro Street has at-
tracted significant opposition. Potrero 
Hill residents are upset that the apart-
ments would be microunits, as small as 
220 square feet. They’re also concerned 

Proposed Development at 300 De Haro

about the complex’s size: 120 feet high, 
with 11 stories. 

“This is not housing. It’s lodging for 
people who will be here temporarily, 
on their way to a new location. This 
project takes advantage of Senate Bill 
35 to get around the Eastern Neighbor-
hoods Plan. It’s causing those who are 
frustrated by the original plan the 

developer shared to dig in deeper,” said 
J.R. Eppler, president of the Potrero 
Boosters, a neighborhood association 
that advocates on behalf of Potrero 
Hill, Dogpatch, and Showplace Square 
residents. 

Eppler said since the units will be 

BY JESSICA ZIMMER

Recall SF School Board has gath-
ered more than 20,000 signatures to 
recall two San Francisco School Board 
members, board president Gabriela 
López and Alison Collins, and in excess 
of 18,500 signatures to withdraw board 
vice president Faauuga Moliga. 

“We are recalling the School Board 
because they have consistently failed to 
put students first,” said Autumn Looi-
jen, who co-leads the campaign with 
her husband, Siva Raj. “San Francisco 
had the best COVID-19 control of any 
major U.S. city, but half our children 
did not return to school. We were 
the only top 25 metropolitan area to 
keep middle and high schools closed. 
The majority of Black and Latinx 
families wanted to return to school. 
Those communities were hit hard by 
learning loss, but the Board was more 
focused on renaming schools based on 
shoddy Wikipedia research. They chose 
symbols over the actual hard work of 
getting school sites ready for children 
to return.” 

Throughout the summer Recall 
SF School Board will canvass neigh-
borhoods and attend events to gather 
the 51,325 signatures needed to place 
recalling each of the three board 
members on the ballot. Signatures 
must be submitted to the San Francisco 
Elections Department by September 
7. If Recall SF School Board succeeds, 
Mayor London Breed will appoint 
replacements to serve the remainder of 
the retracted members’ terms. 

López, Collins, and Moliga can be 
recalled because they’ve been on the 
board for at least six months. According 
to the San Francisco Elections Guide 
to Recalling Local Elected Officials, a 
recall petition may not be initiated for 
officers who have held their seats for 
less than half a year. 

“The others won’t be eligible for 
recall until July 7. At that point, we’ll 
talk to members of our community to 
see what they want to do,” said Raj. 

Raj said that Recall SF School 
Board has more than 900 volunteers 
and donors located throughout the City. 
As of June, the organization has raised 
approximately $137,000, with donations 
ranging in size from $5 to $10,099. 

“Our goal is to raise $300,000 to 

School Board 
Recall Effort 
Gains Traction

300 De Haro Street. RENDERING: Courtesy of DM Development

Ribbon cutting ceremony, October 10, 2006. PHOTO: Courtesy of Mission Creek Senior CommunitySCHOOL BOARD continues on page 14

300 DE HARO continues on page 15

SENIOR COMMUNITY continues on page 16

BY BETTINA COHEN

Mission Creek Senior Community’s 
residents are celebrating the fifteenth 
anniversary of their Fourth and Berry 
streets home. Mercy Housing owns and 
manages the 139 rental units, afford-
able for very low-income people aged 
62 and up. 

San Francisco Public Library’s 
Mission Bay Branch, 960 Fourth Street, 
around the corner from the senior 
community’s residential entrance, 225 
Berry Street, is part of the complex. 
The library and main edifice are dis-
tinguishable by different facades and 
floor levels when seen from the opposite 
bank of Mission Creek, which flows 
by out back, and whence the building 
derives its name.  

Mission Creek Senior Community 
Celebrates 15th Anniversary
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PUBLISHER’S VIEW

Until last year the San Francisco 
Public Utility Commission (SFPUC) 
was run by Harlan L. Kelly, Jr., a civil 
engineer appointed by Mayor Ed Lee.  
Lee, who died in 2017, was fond of talk-
ing about the “city family,” which some 
believe included a familial attitude 
towards quid pro quo favors. Kelly 
resigned in 2020 in the face of corrup-
tion charges.  Mayor London Breed 
picked City Attorney Dennis Herrera 
to replace him.

While plainly named, SFPUC is 
quite powerful. Moated by seawater on 
three sides, San Francisco depends on 
a sprawling network of Commission-
managed conveyances to keep itself 
watered and warm.  With roughly 2,300 
employees, SFPUC spends $2.2 billion 
a year, more than the gross domestic 
product of 42 countries. Serving 2.8 

million Bay Area residents and busi-
nesses, it sucks in water and power 
located hundreds of miles away, from 
the Toulumne River and beyond.  

SFPUC’s core functions emerged in 
the 19th Century, when rights to chug-
a-lug surface water could be secured by 
planting a flag in the ground near the 
desired water body, often after forcibly 
dislodging whatever native tribes lived 
nearby. To secure liquid gold San Fran-
cisco Mayor James Phelan made side 
deals with farm interests in Turlock 
and Modesto, placing the City and its 
co-conspirators in a special class of 
claimants mostly free of state oversight 
even during the severest droughts. In 
1913 the U.S. government authorized 
construction of the Hetch Hetchy Res-

PUBLISHER’S VIEW continues on page 18

SHORT CUTS continues on page 19

#MeToo Peskin

News that District 3 Supervisor 
Aaron Peskin is an alcoholic bully, as 
reported in the San Francisco Chroni-
cle, Bay Area 7, and elsewhere shocked 
pretty much nobody.  Peskin has been 
bursting into angry, expletive-soaked, 
personal attacks on boatloads of people 
for two decades or more, often calling 
colleagues, enemies, frenemies, anyone 
late-night to give them a thing or two.  
What should be shocking, though, is 
the political establishment’s – includ-
ing District 10 Supervisor Shaman 
Walton’s – willingness to clam up 
about, and even defend, behavior that, 
if directed at women, Blacks, Asian-
Americans, or any specific identity 
group would be grounds for severe 
shunning. Apparently, in Progressive 
Town it’s okay to be an all-purpose, 
well-oiled, equal opportunity tyrant, 
a generalist, so to speak. Bully, yes!  
Bigot, no!   

Not So Sweet

Last month, Dandelion Chocolate 
initiated layoffs and cuts that’ll affect 
about 40 percent of its workforce. The 
“bean-to-bar” business discharged 
a “number” of employees, citing eco-
nomic challenges like a slow summer 
season and reopening pace, affecting 
all departments, levels, and roles: 
chocolate makers, educators, human 
resources, facilities and others. Some 
employees had been working there for 

years. “This is not something we do 
lightly as our goal has been to keep as 
many team members whole as possible 
through the pandemic,”  Dandelion’s 
chief executive officer and co-founder 
Todd Masonis said in a statement.  Dan-
delion started in 2010, and is known 
for its chocolate, cookies and cocoa. Its 
main retail location is at 740 Valencia 
Street; in 2019 it opened a headquarters 
and factory at 16th Street, at the site of 
the View’s former printing press. It also 
has an outpost at the Ferry Building, a 
cafe in Las Vegas, and retail outlet in 
Japan. The chocolate factory and cafe 
on 16th Street are closed presently.

United We Stand

Last month, in a National Labor 
Relations Board-sanctioned election 
to decide whether 480 American Au-
tomobile Association insurance agents 
in Northern California should union-
ize, 257 workers voting in favor, 174 
against. Five ballots were contested, 
caste by employees who resigned 
before their ballots were submitted. 
Eighty-eight percent of eligible work-
ers participated, compared to the 
average for NLRB union elections of 
56 percent, according to Tom Woods, a 
business agent for Teamsters Local 665, 
which now represents AAA workers. 
“While we are disappointed in this 
result, we will accept whatever election 
outcome is certified by the NLRB, and 
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FAMILIES continues on page 7

BY MARGARET TIMBRELL

I’ve spent my entire life in San 
Francisco, am raising my family in the 
Western Addition, with an art studio 
located at the Pacific Felt Factory on 
20th Street.  I love my City. My biggest 
complaint is seeing families relocate 
from my hometown for their children’s 
education.  Parents aren’t “anti-public 
schools”, they’re “anti-San Francisco 
public schools”.   And who can blame 
them?   Over the past year schools 
all over the country, and in the Bay 
Area, worked day and night to safely 
get students back into the classroom.   
Meanwhile the San Francisco Unified 
School District board made national 
news for renaming schools, chang-
ing admissions policies, and firing 
consultants.

San Francisco Unified was among 
the last large school system in the 
country to bring students back after 
campuses were shuttered due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Elementary 
and pre- schools reopened on a rolling 
basis in April, with less than half of the 
District’s roughly 52,000 students in 
classrooms at all this year. The Board 
of Education still doesn’t have a plan 
for the upcoming academic year. This 
is absolutely unacceptable.  

I speak to parent after parent who 

OP-ED 

Let’s Stop Families from 
Leaving San Francisco

has chosen private or parochial schools 
for their children.   They know how 
important in-person school is, how 
magical teachers are during circle 
time, how critical it is to know the 
rules of the playground, to let another 
year go to waste.  As a parent, I know 
education is the most important thing 
I can give my children.  Kids and their 
education, matter.  We need a Board of 
Education that acts like it.  

San Francisco has one of the high-
est “opt out” rates of any urban public 
school system in the country.  Since the 
1970s the number of students enrolled 
in SFUSD has halved. Families either 
pay an extremely high price for private 
or parochial schools or leave the City 
for public schools around the Bay Area.  

It’s time to change the way our 
schools are being led.  Public schools 
need parents and families from all 
over San Francisco, and we need a 
school board that meets the needs of 
these families.  It’s time to establish a 
clear set of skills our board members 
should possess.   It’s time to look at 
successful school districts in other 
major cities and rewrite our play-
book.   It’s time for us to re-engage 
in SFUSD, regardless of whether 
you have a child in the public school 

Letters to the Editor
Editor,

 Regarding the loss of hilltop on Kansas Street – not Rhode Island, as 
reported in the May View – doesn’t the dirt belong in a Potrero Hill museum, 
where future Hill dwellers can experience the charms of rocky, weedy, hilltops 
once common hereabouts, but now fallen out of favor?

Stephen Fotter
Florida Street

Editor,

I did the Potrero Hill mural in the 1980s. No one reached out to interview me, 
as was stated in “Potrero Hill Mural Fading Away” (June). I have all the original 
designs, photographs, articles, and complete documentation. 

I’ve tried, unsuccessfully, on three occasions over the years to find ways 
to restore that mural. [Potrero Hill Archives Project Director] Peter Linenthal 
knows of a couple of my attempts. I also contacted [Former View Publisher, who 
passed in 2019] Ruth Passen and the building’s owners about it. 

No one has contacted me for a few years. I didn’t turn away the opportunity 
to be interviewed or contacted.

I retain first right of refusal as stated in a contract with the City of San 
Francisco. I’d very much like to participate in the mural’s disposition! I’d be 
heartbroken to be overlooked in that process. 

I continue to be a very active community artist. I live outside of Kansas 
City on the Kansas side in Overland Park. Ten years ago, I founded a nonprofit 
community arts center, Interurban Arthouse.

I devoted more than three years of my early career (unpaid), researching, inter-
viewing, presenting and publicly defending the right for that mural to be painted 
before I was able to begin. I was the primary painter over eight months, assisted 
by artist Scott Branham who still lives in California and remains my good friend. 

Dan Fontes was only an acquaintance, had no role designing and a very small 
role in painting that mural.

Susan Cervantes is incorrect; there was an ultraviolet and graffiti coat 
painted over the colors. The technology of that coating is probably what crystal-
lized. I used Polytex mural paint. 

If there’s an effort to restore that mural I should be contacted. Not only is it 
the right thing to do I’d be honored to play a role again. 

Nicole Emanuel
Founder, Art Director, InterUrban ArtHouse
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Especially compared to Lombard Street, the 800 block of Vermont Street is tragically neglected by the Department of Public Works, with dead branches and plants increasing fire risks.  Jurisdictional issues with the 
Department of Parks and Recreation tend to further slow municipal responses.  PHOTO: View staff

BY RACHEL DAVIS

Over more than three decades 
Homeless Prenatal Program (HPP) 
has helped thousands of unhoused 
pregnant women and families, offering 
health, job training and child devel-
opment services. The nonprofit may 
soon expand its assistance to include 
affordable housing. 

In May, the San Francisco Plan-
ning Commission recommended ap-
proval of the 18th Street Affordable 
Housing Special Use District ordi-
nance, sponsored by San Francisco 
Supervisors Shamann Walton, Hill-
ary Ronen and Catherine Stefani. If 
adopted by the full Board, the decree 
would enable HPP to develop a site it 
purchased adjacent to its 2500 18th 
street headquarters as residences.

The ordinance requires all dwell-
ing units built on the site to be af-
fordable to households with an annual 
income between thirty and eighty per-
cent of the Area Median Income (AMI) 
for at least 55 years.  During a hearing 
on the proposal, Planning Commission 
Senior Planner Veronica Flores recom-
mended that the order be approved 
with one modification: to replace the 
AMI range of thirty to eighty percent 
to a cap of no greater than 80 percent 
of the AMI, which’d allow more people 
to qualify for the housing. 

According to Flores, the ordinance 
was widely endorsed. “We’ve received 
letters of support from HPP’s founder 

Ordinance Would Pave Way 
for Affordable Housing 
Development in Mishpot

and executive director, board mem-
bers, volunteers, and even clients from 
HPP. We’ve also received letters from 
restaurants, neighboring residents, and 
businesses such as Zynga.”

“Too often families are pushed 
out to the edges of the Bay Area,” said 
Rachel Stoltzfus, HPP’s Director of 
Housing and Partnership. “While rent 
often costs less, these families, often 
families of color, are displaced and 
isolated from friends and family, and 
challenged by transportation issues 
with limited access to health and social 
services. We make San Francisco more 
equitable for families who call the 
City home, and we can do everything 
by investing in agencies like HPP and 
in our clients. The map change sug-
gested today would help HPP build 
out our housing services, alongside 
our job training program, so that more 
families in our community can thrive.”

HPP hasn’t yet identified how 
many units will be created with what 
amenities. It’d be the organization’s 
first residential development; it typi-
cally works to place clients in exist-
ing homes.  How the project will be 
financed is similarly unknown; HPP 
is exploring funding opportunities, 
including philanthropy and public 
financing.

The ordinance will next be pre-
sented to the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisor’s Land Use and Transpor-
tation Committee, likely by August. 
If recommended by that committee, 
it’ll be heard at the full Board, and, 
if approved, go to Mayor London 
Breed, who will have ten days to sign 
it into law.

BY REBEKAH MOAN

Live music is returning to Potrero 
Hill, with Thee Parkside and Bottom 
of the Hill planning shows for this 
summer.

Thee Parkside doesn’t have an 
official “welcome back to live music” 
event scheduled but is preparing for 
performances for a yet determined 
August date. Who the players will be 
isn’t known. The bar and grill isn’t 
sure what safety precautions will be 
required. 

“We all can’t wait for the room to 
be filled with our friends,” owner Malia 
Spanyol said.

“We all need to get back to live mu-
sic, gathering, and joy,” Bottom of the 
Hill co-owner Lynn Schwarz echoed.

On August 13 Bottom of the Hill 
will have its soft opening followed by 
a grand resurrection August 14. Per-
formers will include Top Secret Robot 
Alliance, Electric Machine Gun Tits, 
and DJ Sid Presley. 

“I wanted a low-maintenance show 
because we will all be out of practice: 
bands, staff, management, and custom-
ers,” Schwarz said. “Both the bands I 
chose are two-piece and the kindest 
folks you could possibly know in SF. I 
also wanted it to have personal mean-
ing to us. I have worked very closely 
with all five performers over the years, 
the two bands and the DJ, and they are 
all truly friends of mine and the venue.”

The headlining band, Top Secret 
Robot Alliance, donated to Bottom of 
the Hill staff members during the pan-
demic. The DJ would stop by Schwarz’s 
house with free meals from his family’s 
food truck, Satay by the Bay.  

“The final and most important 
reason for these particular bands is 
that they all inspire happiness, and 

Live Music Makes a 
Come Back

that’s something that we will need 
to overcome the fear of being back 
in a crowded environment,” Schwarz 
said. “They are perhaps the most fun 
local bands we have … And the DJ Sid 
Presley will play garage/surf tunes that 
also get you shaking your hips.”

Safety precautions are still evolv-
ing, but Bottom of the Hill and Thee 
Parkside will follow Centers for Disease 
Control and California Occupational 
Health and Safety Administration 
standards and health guidance. Bottom 
of the Hill plans to upgrade its sanita-
tion stations, ventilation system, and 
will accept credit cards after a decade 
of being cash-only. 

“But I am cognizant of the fact that 
in our line of work, we host touring 
bands from other states and countries, 
so we have to be extra careful we do not 
become a breeding ground for another 
coronavirus spike,” Schwarz added. 
“I have plans to meet with other venue 
operators in this City to discuss trying 
to create industry standards we all 
agree to adhere to in the near future.” 

Reopening plans could be scrapped 
if there’s a sudden spike in COVID-19 
variants that aren’t warded off by  
vaccines. 

“I do fear this a lot, and hate to 
get overly confident,” Schwarz said. “I 
hope that this whole time period points 
to how fragile our arts ecosystem truly 
is and creates the needed change for 
all arts to start thriving past this hor-
ror. We want our most special City to 
mirror other cities that value their arts 
culture as integral a part of life as the 
air we breathe.”

Bottom of the Hill hosts roughly 
300 shows a year; www.bottomofthe-
hill.com. Visit Thee Parkside’s website 
at www.theeparkside.com.   

Subscribe to the View!
Annual subscription: $60

potreroview.net/product/subscribe/
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Tim Johnson 
415.710.9000

tim@timjohnsonSF.com 
www.timjohnsonSF.com
DRE 01476421

As life has begun to return to normal, Potrero Hill buyers have been exceptionally active. Many single-family 

homes and condominiums are selling at strong prices with multiple offers as buyers take advantage of low 

interest rates.  

If you have been thinking of selling your home, now may be an excellent time to take advantage of strong 

demand from buyers.

Sales Prices for All Potrero Hill Homes Sold in 2021*

The average sales price for a home on Potrero Hill this year has been $1,964,642.
If you’d like a free report on the value of your home, call Tim Johnson at 415-710-9000.

*Sales information as of June 16, 2021

2009 17th Street............................$1,975,000 
1206 18th Street.............................$2,713,500 
1324 20th Street...........................$1,800,000 
1931 23rd Street.............................$1,535,000 
2337 25th Street..............................$900,000 
2345 25th Street............................$1,210,000 
265 Arkansas Street...................$3,000,000 
319 Arkansas Street.....................$1,950,000 
811 Carolina Street......................$4,500,000 
1016 Carolina Street…………………...$1,241,000 
461 Connecticut Street…………....$1,800,000 
463 Connecticut Street…….…...…$2,125,000 
860 De Haro Street…..…….........…$3,375,000 
918 Kansas Street…..……….........…$3,200,000 
1375 Kansas Street........................$1,649,000 
1458 Kansas Street…………..…..…...$1,800,000
1477 Kansas Street………….………….$1,525,000
41 Littlefield Terrace…….................$899,000 
2325 Mariposa Street….…............$1,275,000 

506 Mississippi Street……............$2,000,000 
580 Mississippi Street……..............$1,475,000 
626 Mississippi Street ……........…...$1,395,000 
421 Missouri Street………................$1,900,000 
615 Missouri Street........................$2,050,000 
430 Pennsylvania Avenue………..$1,350,000 
467 Pennsylvania Avenue………...$1,425,000 
1018 Pennsylvania Avenue………..$1,468,000 
548 Rhode Island Street.............$4,200,000 
929 Rhode Island Street…………..$2,500,000 
1088 Rhode Island Street.............$1,730,000
1125 Rhode Island Street .............$1,775,000
1131 Rhode Island Street…………....$1,706,250
1434 Rhode Island Street............$1,825,000
1458 Rhode Island Street............$1,830,000
704 San Bruno Avenue................$1,840,000
607 Texas Street.............................$1,750,000
472 Utah Street.............................$2,000,000

What’s Happening with  
Real Estate on Potrero Hill?
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TEL HI Celebrates Their New Mission Bay Childcare Center 
with a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  
By Monica Bautista

188 Pierpoint Lane 
San Francisco, CA 94158
TELHI.org/missionbay 

TEL HI Mission Bay Childcare Center 
Opening Soon! 
Registration Now Open

For more information, call 415.580.7231.
Space is limited. 

A place to Learn 
Your child will be encouraged to problem-solve, interact with 
their community and environment, experiment, and more.

A place for Fun 
Our play-based approach incorporates art, music, STEM, and 
culinary projects into your child’s daily activities.

A place to Grow 
We focus on nurturing your child’s intellectual, cognitive, and 
socio-emotional abilities so they will grow with confidence at 
every stage. 

A place that’s Safe 
The health and safety of your child is our top priority. 

A place for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. 

Telegraph Hill Neighborhood Center (TEL HI) 
will be commemorating the completion of their 
brand-new, state-of-the-art childcare center 
with an exciting ribbon cutting ceremony 
featuring prominent guest speakers, local 
business owners, and community leaders 
from the South Beach/Rincon/Mission Bay 
neighborhood. This milestone event will be 
held on Tuesday, July 27 at 11:00 am at TEL HI’s 
Mission Bay Childcare Center located at 188 
Pierpoint Lane (near the Chase Center).

TEL HI Mission Bay Childcare Center
TEL HI Mission Bay Childcare Center boasts 
6,000 square feet of thoughtfully designed 
indoor space with four beautiful classrooms, 
including Seal Pups for infants, Piper Peeps for 
toddlers, Whale Calves for young preschoolers, 
and Fox Cubs for pre-k. These four classrooms 
will accommodate a total of 61 children (9 
infants, 12 toddlers, 18 young preschoolers, 
and 24 pre-k), ages 3 months to 5 years. Every 
detail has been carefully crafted to stimulate a 
child’s senses, inspire curiosity, and promote a 
love of learning. 

Their outdoor space is equally impressive, 
including a 4,300 square foot outdoor 
playground that features a climbing structure, 
sandbox, art area and mud kitchen. Children will 
be excited to explore, play, and “get their hands 
dirty” in a fun, kid-friendly, safe environment.

What You Can Expect at 
TEL HI Mission Bay
TEL HI’s state-licensed Early Childhood 
Education Program has been rated one of the 

top preschools in the city by San Francisco 
Quality Connections, a rating service that 
observes early care and education programs 
citywide. TEL HI has a team of dedicated 
professionals with diverse backgrounds who 
are passionate about nurturing children’s 
intellectual, cognitive, and socio-emotional 
abilities to help them grow with confidence. 

Their curriculum involves a play-based approach 
which provides children the opportunity to 
learn through art projects, music, culinary and 
STEM activities, and more. Every child will be 
encouraged to explore, inquire, and learn through 
hands-on lessons in a team environment.

TEL HI Mission Bay Childcare Center is dedicated 
to supporting the whole child, including their 
nutrition. They will provide a healthy daily 
breakfast, lunch, and afternoon snack prepared 
by Chefables, a San Francisco based company 
that serves chef-inspired, great tasting, healthy 
and nutrient dense food for children.

 

 

An Exciting New Beginning for TEL HI 
TEL HI Mission Bay Childcare Center is 
the latest addition to TEL HI, a non-profit 
organization that has been serving the San 
Francisco community for over 131 years. Their 
original childcare center, located on Lombard 
Street in the North Beach neighborhood, has 
proudly provided quality childcare and early 
childhood education for over 70 years.

Since 1890, TEL HI has instituted programs 
to serve the needs of the community and 
advocated for marginalized residents to ensure 
they had a voice in their own future. Their 
new center will help to address the need and 
high demand for quality childcare and early 
childhood education. It will also play an integral 
role as a vital resource, ensuring that all 
families continue to thrive in our community. 

“I am so excited that TEL HI is coming to 
Mission Bay and opening a new childcare 
center”, said District 6 Supervisor Matt Haney. 
“It is such a vibrant and diverse community 
and I hear all the time from people who want 
childcare and services for families and kids. 
To have TEL HI coming with 130+ years of 
experience to open a new childcare center is 
going to be such a huge part of making sure 
that our youngest children are supported and 
that families can stay in the neighborhood. I am 
very grateful that they have chosen to open in 
Mission Bay.”

������������
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BY ZOE TRIBUR

Starting last month, visitors to 
Sextant Coffee, located on Folsom 
and 10th streets, had their beverage of 
choice prepared by someone other than 
owner Kinani Ahmed. After perform-
ing every task himself for the previous 
year and a half, Ahmed is rebuilding 
the team he lost at the beginning of 
the public health crisis. 

An energetic man in his forties, 
Ahmed’s easy smile belies an intensity 
and focus that’ve seen his business 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He founded Sextant Coffee in 2014, 
after spending 15 years managing two 
coffee shops. Originally from Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, Ahmed started out 
working in biotechnology at the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco, 
but missed the rituals and culture of 
coffee drinking from his childhood. 
Opening a cafe as a side project was 
a way to share that ethos with his 
neighbors.

“I grew up around coffee,” he 
explained. “I was always surrounded 
by people who did farming of coffee or 
exporting of coffee.” 

He especially missed the warmth of 
his grandmother’s daily coffee ritual. 
“Every day she would take the green 
beans, wash them and roast them in a 
cast iron pan over charcoal,” he said. 

Sextant is Smelling the Coffee
“You roast the beans fresh, each time 
you want to drink coffee. It’s pretty 
elaborate. Pretty much every household 
starts their day that way.”  

Given his intimate coffee connec-
tion, Ahmed soon found just running a 
cafe dissatisfying. “I figured out that I 
needed to control the whole production, 
and then later on I expanded even more, 
into the sourcing,” he said.  

He quit his UCSF job and dove into 
coffee fulltime.

According to Ahmed, coffee was 
first domesticated in the area around 
modern-day Ethiopia centuries before 
a few varieties were taken elsewhere to 
become foundational crops for the types 
that now dominate the global market. 
Ethiopian growers continue to produce 
the original strain. As a result, the crops 
cultivated at small farms, such as the 
one owned by Ahmed’s family near 
Addis Ababa, display genetic charac-
teristics that aren’t found elsewhere. 

With his family connections, Ahmed 
began importing beans from Ethiopia 
and roasting them himself. Thus was 
born Sextant Coffee, which also offers 
coffee from Colombia and Brazil. 

Although Ethiopia is presently 
embroiled in a civil war and emerg-
ing famine, Ahmed said the conflict 
is mostly centered in Tigray, in the 
north, and hasn’t impacted coffee 
exports.

Almost from the time it opened 
its doors, Sextant grew. “We were 
providing coffee to Twitter, Facebook, 
LinkedIn and so forth,” Ahmed said. 

By March of 2020, Ahmed was 
overseeing a large team that included 
a marketing department. He was final-
izing plans to license his product at the 
San Francisco International Airport 
and open two other cafes. Sextant had 
just completed its annual coffee bean 
purchase when the first city-wide 
shelter-in-place order was issued. 
Almost overnight, Sextant transformed 
from a company of 15 employees to an 
outfit of just one.

“Losing my team was the hardest 
part,” he recalled. “I had to wear all 
the hats.” 

He worked 12- to 14-hour days. 

He considers himself lucky to have 
survived when so many other busi-
nesses didn’t. 

As the pandemic fades in San 
Francisco Ahmed looks forward to 
revisiting his 2020 expansion plans. 
Now that he’s hired a manager and two 

Kinani Ahmed. PHOTO: Courtesy of Kinani Ahmed

baristas he can take his first day off in 
eighteen months. In fact, he’s taking 
a week off. What’ll he do? Drive his 
family to Los Angeles. 

“Maybe we’ll even go to Disney-
land,” he said. 

system or not.   Our City and our 
students deserve a Board of Education 
that’s focused on its students, not on 
ridiculous side projects. 

The Campaign for Better San 
Francisco Public Schools has pro-
posed a char ter amendment to 
reform the Board of Education by 
making it an appointed body. In-
stead of electing yet another board 
that lacks the skills to successfully 
lead a school district, it’d allow the 
mayor and Board of Supervisors to 

select people with the right skills 
and focus. The charter amendment 
also proposes ways to create the 
transparency and accountability 
we need to make sure the Board of 
Education focuses on great schools 
instead of petty politics. 

By supporting the charter amend-
ment, we’re taking the first step 
toward a better public school system.  
Don’t we all want families to stay in 
San Francisco?  Let’s give them a rea-
son to, and a reason for their children 
to stay here to raise their families.

FAMILIES from page 3

MAKE YOUR

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

to Potrero View through SF Community Power;  
consider including your favorite newspaper in your trust.

Correspondence to:
296 Liberty Street

San Francisco 94114

THE MUSIC
PLAYS ON!

Music on the parklet continues
in July on Saturdays and

Sundays 1-4pm.
Due to drought and fire danger we've decided the

most "safe and sane" thing to do is to NOT host
fireworks this year.  Please stay safe!
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BY VIVIEN WANG

Four local pizzerias not only sur-
vived, but thrived, during the ebbing 
COVID-19 crisis, adapting their busi-
nesses to shifting consumer habits. 

Launched more than 45 years ago, 
Goat Hill Pizza, located on the corner 
of 18th and Connecticut streets, has 
a storied presence on Potrero Hill. 
It’s one of the community’s longest 
continuously operating restaurants, 
co-founded by a group of friends, 
including Philip De Andrade, who is 
recovering from heart surgery.

Goat Hill Pizza is “the quintes-
sential dream of San Francisco,” said 
General Manager Sjimon Gompers. 
“We took this approach to sourdough 
pies before it became a trend that now 
seems larger than San Francisco itself.” 

Today, its bestseller is the Maggie 
Mae, a take on the classic margherita 
pizza using marinara instead of pizza 
sauce. Gompers refers to it as the “in-
tersection where pizza and pasta meet.”  

The turn-of-the 20th Century 
building that houses Goat Hill Pizza 
has served as a neighborhood meeting 
place, showcasing the work of local 
artists, offering Halloween trick or 
treaters free slices, collaborating with 
nonprofit organization 826 Valencia to 
post poems written by schoolchildren 
on delivery boxes. Pre-pandemic, Goat 
Hill’s expansive back room hosted 
monthly meetings for the Potrero Dog-
patch Merchants Association, which 
gathers to discuss new developments, 
regulations, and other challenges.

“Post-pandemic success—not just 
for Goat Hill, but all these establish-

Neighborhood Pizza Joints Deliver

ments—is predicated upon community 
involvement,” said Gompers. “We’ve 
all banded together to support one an-
other, invest locally, keep money on the 
Hill, and push toward prosperity as a 
communal goal. Without our neighbors, 
we wouldn’t be here.”

It’s unclear what community events 
Goat Hill will sponsor in the future, or 
whether it’ll reprise its popular Monday 
all-you-can-eat night, with immediate 
plans mostly revolving around counter 
service.  

Neal DeNardi envisioned a relaxed 
gathering place for family and friends 
when he and co-founder, Andrew Mar-
koulis, established Long Bridge Pizza 

in 2014. Located on Third between 
20th and 22nd streets, the pie joint is 
named for a wooden causeway that 
ran through Third Street in the 19th 
century.

“It’s important to have a place to 
kick back, eat some pizza, watch local 
sporting events on TV and hang out,” 
said DeNardi. 

“Laid back vibe, serious eats” is 
the pizzeria’s tagline.  “We also like 
to be involved in the community and 
give back to all the people that have 
supported us throughout these years,” 
he said.

Long Bridge has hosted teacher 
appreciation nights, held fundraisers 

for the California Fire Foundation, do-
nated meals to underprivileged youth, 
and contributed gift cards for silent 
auctions. No community-oriented 
activities have been scheduled yet 
this year.

The pizzeria celebrates classic fla-
vors and combinations like mushroom 
and pepperoni, while offering seasonal 
specials with local produce. Available 
only on Mondays, Detroit style-square 
pizzas are baked with a mozzarella and 
cheddar blend that crisps at the edges. 
Local craft beers Harmonic Brewing, 
Cellarmaker Brewing, and Almanac 

Long Bridge’s Neal DeNardi holding a QR code used for table ordering.
PHOTO: John Gray

Mini pizzas at Casey’s. PHOTO: Casey Crynes

PIZZA continues next page

Melinda Lee 
Your Agent for Good. 
e-Pro, SRES | Lic. #01344377
melinda@melindalee.realtor
415.336.0754 | melindalee.realtor
4040 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114

©2021 Corcoran Global Living. All rights reserved. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Corcoran Global Living fully supports the 
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. This is not intended as a solicitation if you're working with another broker. 
Information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed.

Potrero Hill is more than just a neighborhood — it is 
a community that goes far beyond the borders of 18th, 
Connecticut, 24th, & De Haro. We all have friends, relatives, 
and colleagues all over the city, the region, and the world.

As we step into the daylight of 2021 and begin reconnecting 
with our loved ones, life is sure to bring exciting changes 
and challenges our way.

No need to worry — you have a direct helpline! Melinda is 
here to be your guide, your advocate, your Realtor for Good. 
Call or Email to get in touch.

MISSION BAY’S
HOTTEST PIE AND 
BEST CRAFT BEER 

SINCE 2017 

ORDER ONLINE FOR PICK-UP
OR DOORDASH FOR DELIVERY

USE USE CODE “POTRERO” FOR 10% OFF 
YOUR ONLINE PICK-UP ORDER

WED-FRI: 5PM-9:30PM
SAT-SUN: 3PM-9:30PM

1170 4TH STREET
415-814-2482

CASEYSPIZZAS.COM
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Beers, among others, are offered.
Pre-COVID, DeNardi’s clientele 

included day-trippers keen to explore 
Dogpatch’s flat streets. He’s hoping the 
community will regain its status as a 
destination neighborhood, especially 
with the new Crane Cove Park nearby. 
In the meantime, his pizzeria evolved 
to match shifting pandemic needs. A 
mobile-friendly website offers online 
ordering and delivery; Quick Response 
codes are available at tables to place 
orders. On its third expansion, Long 
Bridge can seat 40, spread out six feet 
apart, with plans to add 20 more chairs 
when it’s safe to do so.

“Our draft beer is back online and 
TVs are hooked up. We’re slowly getting 
back to what we used to be in 2019,” 
said DeNardi. 

In Mission Bay, Casey Crynes of 
Casey’s Pizza also retooled his business 
in response to the pandemic. Crynes 
opened his 1,000-square-foot pizzeria 
in 2017, near the corner of Fourth and 
Long Bridge, heralding the arrival of 
the first brick-and-mortar pizza joint 
in a growing neighborhood. Origi-
nally a food truck that served Financial 
District lunch goers starting in 2012, 
Casey’s serves East Coast-style, thin-
crust Neapolitan pizzas with simple, 
fresh, organic ingredients. Crusts are 
“…light and fluffy, but also have a 
nice crispness and a bit of chewiness,” 
he said.

During the pandemic Casey’s start-
ed offering frozen mini pie versions of 
margherita and Zoe’s Pepperoni pizzas. 
“They’re a little thicker, and smaller at 
11 inches; basically, the perfect cocktail 

pizza, or meal for one 
person,” said Crynes. 
He sells do-it-yourself 
pizza kits and dough 
balls to satisfy the at-
home crowd.

While he acknowl-
edges that pizza is 
“pa nde m ic-proof ,” 
Crynes is grateful for 
his regulars. “Mission 
Bay has been incred-
ibly supportive and 
amazing during the 
pandemic.  Without 
them we’d be strug-
gling,” he said. 

Recently, Casey’s 
expanded its space with 
a 20-foot long parklet 
that seats up to a dozen, 
more than half of what 
he could previously 
accommodate. 

Sharing food truck 
roots, and a Mission Bay 
location near Casey’s, 
is Firetrail Pizza, located at SPARK 
Social SF. Founders Jed and Krissy 
Tukman first setup at SOMA Street 
Food Park in 2013 before becoming 
one of the first permanent vendors at 
SPARK Social in 2016.

“Our dough is made from scratch 
and hand-rolled fresh every day,” 
said Tukman, who uses Giusto’s or-
ganic flour and Grande cheese. “Simple 
quality ingredients cooked in an old-
fashioned wood-burning oven. That’s 
what makes it good.” 

He said it’s been fun to see the 
neighborhood grow in the past five 
years. With the expansion came 

These pizza insiders shared 
menu items that aren’t customer 
favorites yet but should be. 

Goat Hill Pizza: “The veggie 
and meat lasagnas—available at 
the Potrero Hill and West Portal 
locations—are the best-kept open 
secret,” said Gompers. “They’re 
old-world bliss, made under the 
auspices of long-time cooks Elmer 
and Julio, who fashion rustic culi-
nary staples that are in rare supply 
amongst contemporary menu fare.” 

Long Bridge Pizza:  “Our meat-
balls are pretty special, whether 
it’s on the side, in a sandwich, or 
on a pizza,” said DeNardi. “It kind 
of underground, and hasn’t caught 
on yet, but those who know about 
it start swearing by it. We stand 
behind them, they’re really great 
and also good value for the amount 
of food you get.”

Casey’s Pizza: “Get any pizza 
with kale. Zoe’s Bacon Kale is an 
olive-oil based pie that’s a classic 
from our food truck days. It’s got 
Zoe’s bacon, roasted organic kale, 
mozzarella, grana padano, onion, 
garlic, and is finished with little bit 
of lemon juice.”

Firetrail Pizza: “People always 
ask about Bruno’s nippy peppers. 
It’s something Krissy used to get, 
growing up in Stockton. They’re 
vinegary, waxed banana peppers, 
and the pepperoni pizza with 
Bruno’s nippy peppers really brings 
out the flavor of the pepperoni. It’s 
a thing.”

customers, many of whom were the 
construction workers, police officers, 
fire fighter and University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco workers who 
built the area, including those who 
erected the Warriors stadium as well 
as several players. 

“We feel a part of the community 
just serving them,” he said. 

The public health crisis was “a 
gut punch.” Firetrail had to let go 25 
employees, including Tukman and his 
wife, Krissy. A Paycheck Protection 
Program loan helped the eatery survive 
and reopen last June. 

“We’re very thankful for our cus-
tomers. It’s finally starting to feel like 
2019 again,” he added.

Parklet at Casey’s. PHOTO: Casey Crynes

PIZZA from previous page

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. 
All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. 
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. 
All measurements and square footages are approximate.

• Designed by famed architect 

• David Baker

• 1-car deeded parking

• In-unit washer/dryer

• Plenty of room for a workspace 

• and additional bedroom

• Close to the waterfront, freeways, 

• Caltrain, coffee shops, restaurants, 

• bars, Chase, Oracle

• HOA $777

• Please phone for private showings

Offered at $1,199,000
1 BD | 2 BA | 1403± SF Living

1415 Indiana Street Unit 201



10      THE POTRERO VIEW JULY 2021

COMMUNITY  |  JULY
Virtual
Anytime
Art:  Imagining Data
Data has become a precious 
commodity; what’s divulged online 
can be valuable. Preferences 
and characteristics — related to 
the personal, societal, political, 
environmental — can be described 
through numbers and algorithms. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has made 
statistics an international obsession 
related to contagion spikes, 
vaccine efficacy rates, and hospital 
capacities. Data visualization is a 
discipline unto itself. Guest curated 
by Ginger Duggan and Judy Fox 
of c2-curatorsquared, Imagining 
Data presents artists from around the 
world showing what data can look 
like in paintings, drawings, sculpture, 
audio-visual installation, fashion, and 
performance. The artists showcased 
are developing systems to transform 
data into images, rationalizing the 
process while creating resonating 
works of art. Presented by the 
Museum of Craft and Design. 
View Imagining Data: https://bit.
ly/3xQGEBP

In-person
Friday 7/2
Art: Who Happened?
Perhaps one of the greatest works of 
postmodern philosophy, A Thousand 
Plateaus, by French philosopher 
Gilles Deleuze and psychotherapist 
Felix Guattari, resonates forty years 
after its original publication. The 
authors’ call to upend linear thinking, 
reconfigure conceptions of time, and 
rearrange institutional and personal 
structures remains relevant. For more 
than a year, the five artists in this 
show met monthly to puzzle through 
this seminal text together, first in-

person, then online as the pandemic 
raged. The result is Who Happened? 
5 to 8 p.m. Your Mood Gallery, 
Noonan Building, Pier 70. For more 
information: https://bit.ly/35MNjB7

In-person
Saturday 7/3
Theater: Cirque Oui-Et
The worlds of traditional circus and 
improvisational theatre collide in a 
new kind of theatrical experience. 
Circus Oui-Et combines feats of 
derring-do and athleticism with 
an unscripted narrative to give the 
audience a view of not just the ring 
but of the roustabouts and joeys 
behind the scenes who bring a circus 
show to life. 8 to 9 p.m. $10. Stage 
Werx Theater, 446 Valencia Street. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/3zPJ7hL

In-person
Tuesday 7/6
Dance: Outdoor Classes with Rhythm 
& Motion
Rhythm & Motion is a follow-along 
class inspired by vocabulary and a 
soundtrack of songs from across 
the globe. Classes are taught 
by experienced performers and 
emphasize the joyful spirit and open 
expressiveness of dance in its many 
forms. Part of the Yerba Buena 
Gardens Festival, this event is socially-
distanced and free. All levels and 
abilities are welcome. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Esplanade, Yerba Buena Gardens, 
Mission Street between Third and 
Fourth streets. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/3xTBdBV

In-person
Sunday 7/11
Gardening: Community  
Open Garden Day

Tour the garden, meet gardeners, 
learn about the threats posed by a 
proposed development of a seven-
story apartment building. 12 p.m. to 
3 p.m. Free. La Raza – Potrero del 
Sol Park, Potrero Avenue at Cesar 
Chavez Street. For more information: 
potrerodelsol@gmail.com. For more 
information about the garden: https://
bit.ly/2SlkXdW

In-person
Saturday 7/17
Science: STEM Saturday
A neighborhood festival focusing 
on experiential science, technology, 
engineering, math, and arts activities. 
A free, online and offline, all-
community event to inspire young 
people to become tomorrow’s STEM 
leaders. Held outdoors with hands-on 
activities and demonstrations. Online 
participants may tune in on the 
website. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. Potrero 
Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De 
Haro Street. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/2STa3ww

In-person
Sunday 7/18
Art: Introduction to Western  
Paper Marbling
In this introductory class, students 
will gain a basic understanding of 
history, techniques, tools and styles 
of European marbling with hands-on 
engagement in all aspects of Western 
marbling techniques: from paper 
priming and preparatory mixing of 
water medium and paints, to the 
creation of classical patterns. 9:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. $190. San Francisco 
Center for the Book, 375 Rhode Island. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/35MrTUG

In-person
Thursday 7/24
Astronomy: Strawberry Supermoon
According to the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, the 
Strawberry Moon marks the last full 
moon of spring or the first full moon 
of summer. Towards the end of June, 
the Moon usually sits in a lower 
position in the sky and shines through 
more of the atmosphere. Because of 
this, the Moon can sometimes give 
off a pinkish hue. The Moon will 
appear at its fullest at 11:40 a.m. in 
San Francisco. However, it’ll rise at 

9:05 p.m. and set at 6:33 a.m. on June 
25. For more information: https://bit.
ly/3qpAV3j

In-person
Sunday 7/25
Film: Prognosis
When Oscar-winning Bay Area 
documentary filmmaker Debra 
Chasnoff is diagnosed with Stage-4 
breast cancer she faces the challenge 
with her camera. A raw, funny 
portrait emerges of how her calling 
— to repair the world — shifts as she 
navigates between terminal illness 
and the changing identities of her 
chosen LGBT+ family. Prognosis is co-
produced by Lidia Szaijko, a Potrero 
Hill resident, and is part of the San 
Francisco Jewish Film Festival. 12 p.m. 
$15. Castro Theater, 429 Castro Street. 
For more information and to purchase 
tickets: https://bit.ly/3dkIdjI

 

 

Come be part of a Welcoming,  
Warm, Inclusive Faith Community 

 
 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Served by the Carmelites 

 
 

1490 19th Street  
(at Connecticut Street) 

 

   
 Saturday Vigil 4:15 pm 
    Sunday  8:30 am 
          10:00 am 
 

  
   Tuesday   8:30 am 
   Friday    8:30 am 

390 Missouri St 
San Francisco, CA  94107 

415.285.5272 

  

St Teresa of Avila’s Church 
is an EPA ENERGY STAR®  

certified building. 

We continue to livestream all  
Masses.  Link is on our website. 

FULLY OPEN FOR  
PUBLIC MASSES 

 

Masks are required and we are ob-
serving 3 feet of social distancing. 

 

Please check our website for the 
most current information. 

Subscribe to the View!
Annual subscription: $60

potreroview.net/product/subscribe/

OPEN 11-6PM TUES-FRI, 11-5PM WEEKENDS

New Commuter, Cargo, Recreation Models
Full Service Repairs on ANY Bike

Trade-ins, Upgrades, Accessories
Free Test Rides

WANTED:
Freelance
Writers

Please contact:
editor@potreroview.net

Modest base pay, 
interesting

assignments.
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Lost Photos & Movies of Potrero Hill

The windows above Christopher’s Books at Missouri and 18th streets come alive from 8:30 to 10 p.m. on Fridays, 

Saturdays and Sundays through July 18. Family photographs taken between 1880 and 1960 appear from a selection 

of hundreds found recently in a Potrero Hill basement. Also shown is a 1932 film of a festive procession from St. 

Teresa’s Church, made for the movie theater that once operated on Connecticut Street. One neighbor described the 

projection’s colorful magic, ‘It’s like visitors from the past are looking at us.’ The project is a collaboration between 

artist Ben Wood, Potrero Hill Archives Project, and projectionist Mister WA. Those with Hill photos to share can 

contact youroldphotos@me.com. Wouldn’t simultaneous projections in homes along a Hill street be cool?

Peter Linenthal, Potrero Hill Archives Project 

Shrimp & Grits
 

Enjoy

10% OFF

Take-out or Dining

**Valid Through 

Aug 31st/2021

 

And More...!
 

Enjnjn oyoyo

10% OFF

Take-out or Dining

**VaVaV lid Throughghg

AuAuA g 31st/2021

DE
LICIOUS

$14

Fried Chicken
 

Jambalaya
 



13   THE POTRERO VIEWJULY 2021

BY MICHAEL IACUESSA

At least one corner of Potrero Hill 
blossomed during the pandemic: the 
permaculture agriculture plot at Rhode 
Island and 18th streets. Founded in 
2008, the holistic garden had fallen into 
disorder. When shelter-in-place began, 
Travers Flynn, who lives across the 
street, saw an opportunity to put his 
surplus time and energy to use.

“I was bored out of my mind and 
was all in on this place every day,” 
said Flynn, a photographer by trade. 
He added that the garden “kind of got 
abandoned for a bit” after a couple 
founders moved out of the City.

The biggest change was to the par-
cel’s eastern side, which had never been 
finished. Retaining walls, a garden bed 
and bench have been installed. 

”It’s never looked this good,” Flynn 
said.

Volunteers cultivated the first 
sizable harvest in some time from the 
garden in January. While open for the 
public to use and pick, most of the crop 
is donated to the Free Farm Stand, 
which operates from noon to 1 p.m. on 
Sundays at Parque Niños Unidos in 
the Mission.

According to Dennis “Tree” Ru-
benstein, who helps operate the stand, 
the garden contributed 94 pounds 
of fresh fruits and vegetables from 
January to May. With new plantings 
that’s expected to increase. Although 
it can be deceptive to evaluate produce 

Permaculture Garden 
Flourished During COVID

abundance by weight, in its heyday the 
garden yielded1,000 pounds a year.

The plot is a testament to what can 
be grown on just 0.11 acres. There are 
40 fruit and nut trees including five 
figs that line Rhode Island Street, apple 
trees as high as six feet tall, avocados, 
which’re presently blossoming, and a 
Sapota that’s native to Central Amer-
ica. There’s even a Yuzu tree, which 
produces citrus popular in East Asia 
but banned from being imported into 
the United States to protect against the 
spread of diseases.

Among 23 species of row crops are 
scarlet runner beans, fava beans, leafy 
greens such as arugula and spinach, 
sunchokes, squash and a variety of 
potatoes. Tree collards, easy to pick, 
made up most of the January harvest.

“The asparagus is just getting go-
ing,” added Flynn. 

During the public health crisis 
Annie’s Annuals and Perennials, a 
Richmond, California company, pro-
vided kiwi, blueberries and raspberries 
to plant. Steve Hovland, who has a 
nursery in his garage near Potrero 
Avenue, brought kale, chard and other 
vegetables to cultivate. Emily Sugihara, 
chief executive officer of Baggu, a reus-
able bag company located in Dogpatch, 
donated mulch and helped finance a 
new roof for the shed. The concrete that 
forms the retaining walls is repurposed 
sidewalk provided by the City.

GARDEN continues on page 15

©2021 Corcoran Global Living. All rights reserved. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Corcoran Global Living fully supports the 
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. This is not intended as a solitication if you're working with another broker. 
Information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed.

POTRERO HILL
2020 TOP PRODUCER

Wendy
Watkins

Thank you for your support! 

I am extremely grateful to all of 

my clients, from first time home 

buyers to savvy sellers. I will 

continue to work tirelessly to 

help you navigate the complex 

world of real estate, both on the 

Hill and throughout the City.

REALTOR®  LIC# 013122854

WesFreas@CorcoranGL.com

415.518.6538

REALTOR®  LIC# 01854549

WendyWatkins@CorcoranGL.com

415.367.5997

WesandWendyHomes.com

WENDY WATKINS

WES FREAS
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BY MAX BLUE

KADIST, an arts organization 
founded in Paris, France, that promotes 
interdisciplinary work, is exhibiting 
Seeing Sound, a blend of sound and 
video art, at its 20th Street gallery. Cu-
rated by Barbara London, an advocate 
of sound art since the 1970s, the show 
debuts in San Francisco before travel-
ling internationally. Three distinct 
modes of contemporary sound art are 
presented in three spaces.

London artist Aura Satz’s Dial 
Tone Drone, 2014, is shown in the 
front room. The piece is so banal it 
might easily be missed: two armchairs 
positioned on either side of a telephone 
stand. Visitors are invited to take a seat 
and pick up the rotary style telephone, 
which plays a recorded conversation 
between electronic music innovators 
Pauline Oliveros (1932-2016) and Lau-
rie Spiegel (b.1945). The chat can also 
be accessed from any device by dialing 
833-764-1221.

In the recording, Oliveros and 
Spiegel discuss sound and art, atop 
the incessant drone of a dial tone. 
Their conversation is a sort of primer 
for the rest of the exhibition, pro-
viding viewers with concepts and 
language around sound-based art. 
“Our body is a form of mediation,” 
one of the discussants says, referenc-
ing the way in which sound works 
on the mind, a statement that serves 
as the exhibition’s thesis. The piece’s 
portable nature questions location’s 
influence on how art is experienced. 
How might interpretations change if 
one listened to the recording while 
walking on the beach, rather than 
sitting in the gallery?

The second room contains New 
York composer Marina Rosenfeld’s 
Music Stands, 2019, an ensemble of 

Moving to the Rhythm

sculptural music stands, acoustic 
panels, and microphones. Cables snake 
along the gallery floor from the mics 
into a mixing board. A laptop con-
nected to the board is equipped with 
software that records, mixes, and spits 
back out snippets of sound in random 
sequence. Navigating the installation 
and hearing one’s own movements 
and words played back is a sonar-like 
experience. Interacting with the piece 
creates a heightened self-awareness of 
the viewer’s own body, as their pres-
ence in the room is amplified on the 
speakers.

On view in the gallery’s screening 
room is Muted Situation #2: Muted 
Lion Dance,  2014, a seven-and-a-
half-minute video by Hong Kong-
based artist Samson Young. The film 
shows a troupe of dancers staging 
the traditional Chinese lion dance, 
usually performed during lunar New 
Year celebrations and weddings. The 
setting is a black box theater, plac-
ing the emphasis on the costumed 
performers. The conventional per-
cussive accompaniment is notably 
absent, replaced by a recording of 
the dancers’ rhythmic footsteps and 
heavy breathing from within their 
lion costumes. The soundtrack of the 
dancers’ exertions gives the piece a 
visceral quality and makes spectators 
hyper-aware of their own inertia as 
they view the work.

Each of the pieces relied on a col-
laboration in its making, with viewers 
becoming a part of that relationship. 
The exhibits’ staging encourages 
dynamic engagement – sitting, walk-
ing – while each work uses sound to 
orchestrate movements, tuning visi-
tors’ awareness to their own bodies.

Seeing Sound is on view at KA-
DIST San Francisco, 3295 20th Street, 
through July 24.

Aura Satz, Dial Tone Drone (2014). Seeing Sound at KADIST San Francisco. Seeing Sound is curated by Barbara 
London and produced by Independent Curators International (ICI). PHOTO: Jeff Warrin

help us hire paid signature gatherers 
to augment our volunteer signature 
gathering efforts. We ran the first 
part of our campaign with donations 
limited to $99 per person. We put that 
money into clipboards and pens, T-
shirts, and posters for small businesses 
to put in their windows. A lot of small 
businesses have come to us interested 
in showing their support for the peti-
tions,” said Looijen. 

Stacey Randecker, a Mississippi 
Street resident, joined Recall SF 
School Board because she believes 
López, Collins, and Moliga, as well 
as members Mark Sanchez and Matt 

Alexander, have the wrong priorities.
“I am the daughter of two public 

school teachers and the mother of two 
children who are students in SFUSD 
schools. What the Board did, abandon-
ing its responsibility to plan to return to 
in-person learning for so long, is mor-
ally reprehensible,” said Randecker. 

Randecker was particularly con-
cerned about the Board’s attempts to 
rename schools, which she sees as “a 
huge misstep. In addition, Collins’ 
anti-Asian tweets from 2016 are prob-
lematic. I see her in particular as being 
militant and divisive. She makes the 
recall’s job easier.” 

“In March 2021, I started going to 
the board meetings held over Zoom,” 

said Cristina Rivera, a Recall SF 
School Board member and Upper Mis-
sion District resident. “I was appalled 
at how the meetings were being run, 
going until midnight. Board members 
were unwelcoming to parents who 
made statements. The Board spent 
hours talking about renaming the 
schools. I’m not against the renaming. 
I am concerned about the process the 
Board was using.” 

According to Rivera, only a small 
group of parents were able to discuss 
renaming the school her child attends, 
Marshall Elementary, during the pan-
demic, when the campus was shuttered. 

“For an issue like this, you need to 
get the whole school involved. 

Man Kit Lam, a Richmond District 
resident, said he got involved in Recall 
SF School Board for his son, a ninth 
grader who has trouble learning on 
Zoom and hasn’t been able to form 
strong social bonds with peers through 
virtual classes.

“I promised him that I would speak 
up for him. Also, right now, since I 
speak Cantonese, I’m reaching out to 
members of the Cantonese-speaking 
community,” said Lam.

Lam said Recall SF School Board 
is in the early stages of contacting 
parents, guardians, and residents in the 
Richmond and Sunset districts. Tabling 
at the Clement Street Farmers Market 
on Sunday mornings nets roughly 100 
signatures a week.

“People have different reasons not 
to be happy with the school board. The 
changes regarding Lowell High School, 
Collins’ remarks, and the delay of a full 
reopening have all come up,” said Lam. 

John Rothmann, Laurel Heights 
resident and host of The John Roth-
mann Show on KGO 810 AM, wants all 
board members recalled. 

“I am president of the George 
Washington High School Alumni As-
sociation, a position I’ve held since 1974. 
I am upset about the complete lack of 
responsiveness from the Board as to 
multiple issues,” said Rothmann.

Rothmann introduced the recall 
effort on his show, in part to garner 
listeners’ opinions on the school renam-
ing effort. 

“The Board chose issues they 
believed would mobilize their base. 
Yet you shouldn’t have a political 
agenda when you want to serve on the 
SF School Board. The interests of the 
students, faculty, and administration 
should be your primary areas of con-
cern,” said Rothmann. 

As reported in last month’s View, 
Better Public Schools San Francisco, 
a political action committee, is cam-
paigning to change how the board is 
structured. Cochairs Patrick Wolff 
and Jennifer Kuhr Butterfoss met as 
volunteers for Families for San Fran-
cisco, a Democratic-founded movement 
to educate residents about City politics 
and hold elected officials accountable.

“We founded Better Public Schools 
San Francisco in January 2021. We 
want to reform how the San Francisco 
School Board works and change the 
definition of the role of commissioner. 
We want more transparency and over-
sight and for the Board to do a better 
job overall,” said Wolff.

Butterfoss, who worked as a San 
Francisco Unified School District 
principal and teacher for 11 years, said 
Better Public Schools San Francisco 
wants to change the process by which 
members are selected to an appoint-
ment system. 

“Our goal is to put a charter 
amendment on the City ballot in June 
2022. To accomplish this, we’re still 
working on figuring out what we want 
the amendment to say,” said Butterfoss.

According to Wolff, Better Public 
Schools San Francisco has collected 
email addresses from thousands of 
City residents.

“This isn’t a membership organiza-
tion. We don’t have a hard limit on dona-
tions. We are looking to raise several 
million dollars to run a campaign to 
educate residents about the need for 
structural change. The money will also 
go to maintain our website, create signs, 
and engage in outreach,” said Wolff.

Wolff and Butterfoss declined to 
disclose how much money the PAC had 
raised. 

Butterfoss said Better Public 
Schools San Francisco has similar 
concerns as Recall School Board San 
Francisco.

“San Francisco is a great city, 
which deserves a great public school 
system. Right now, we don’t have one. 
That’s partly because the Board doesn’t 
ask for and isn’t receptive to feedback 
from educators, school administra-
tions, and parents,” said Butterfoss.  

826 Valencia, with facilities in 
the Mission, Tenderloin, and Mission 
Bay, helps under-resourced six- to 
18-year-olds develop creative and ex-
pository writing skills. Bita Nazarian, 
the nonprofit’s executive director, is 
concerned about the vast opportunity 
gap for low-income students of color. 

“This is one of the wealthiest cities 
in the nation with the widest income 
inequality, which is mirrored by dis-
parate access to opportunities and the 
support students need to thrive. At 826 
Valencia, we’re seeing every day how 
our students face these challenges and 
deal with all the impacts of the virus on 
their families, communities, and access 
to learning. We are facing a crisis in 
education as a result of this pandemic. 
We must put the voices and needs of our 
most vulnerable and historically mar-
ginalized students first,” said Nazarian. 

This summer, the San Francisco 
Unified School District is offering 
educational programs for elementary 
through high school students to address 
learning loss during the pandemic. 
Classes are available in-person or vir-
tually, and focus on reading, writing, 
and math. 

SFUSD is preparing for a full 
return to in-person learning this 
fall, with later start times for middle 
and high schools in compliance with 
Senate Bill 328. The recently adopted 
law requires commencement delays to 
improve health and academic outcomes 
for teenagers. 

SFUSD is collaborating with mu-
nicipal agencies to encourage students 
and families to get vaccinated. The 
effort involves school-based vaccine 
clinics, notifying families of opportuni-
ties to get vaccinated and the benefits 
of being inoculated against COVID-19.  

In April, SFUSD Superintendent 
Dr. Vincent Matthews paused his 
retirement plans.  As part of contract 
renewal negotiations, he insisted that 
the Board focus on following its rules 
and reopen schools. 

To learn more about SFUSD’s 
s u mm e r  sch o ol :  h t t p s : //w w w.
sfusd.edu/summer; fall 2021 plans: 
https://www.sfusd.edu/about-sfusd/
sfusd-news/current-news-sfusd/
sfusd-preparing-full-return-fall-2021

SCHOOL BOARD from front page
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For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.

Contact production@potreroview.net

Green Benefit District
Project planning for 2021/22 underway. The GBD board of directors is 
planning project expenditures for the coming fiscal year starting July 1, 
2021. Want to know what projects are proposed? Have an idea for improving 
the district? Stay informed at GreenBenefit.org. 

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place. We’re 
meeting virtually on the last Tuesday of each month at 7pm. Go to www.
potreroboosters.org for details.

Starr King Open Space
Please join our monthly volunteer days on the second Saturday of the month 
from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. This month it is July 10th. 

Also, feel free to join our monthly meetings which are open to the public, 
done via zoom for now, the third Monday of the month at 7pm. This month 
it is Tuesday July 19th. Check the website for the zoom link.

If you can, please donate to help keep Starr King Open Space open, 
accessible and well maintained for our neighbors..

www.starrkingopenspace.org

18th & Rhode Island Permaculture Garden, March 2021. PHOTO: Travers Flynn

Flynn would like to revitalize two 
ponds, installing a fountain, drought 
permitting. 

Tree was one of the original vol-
unteers when the garden was created. 
While the Free Farm Stand mostly 
offers local produce, there’s a “hecka 
local” category for places like the per-
maculture garden. Before the pandemic 
caused items to be pre-bagged, food 
was laid out on tables and labeled as 
to place of origin.

“The idea behind it is to educate 
people where the food comes from and 
how special it is to grow food on empty 
lots and direct towards people in need,” 
he said. “We can grow a lot more food 
in cities if there was more interest.”

The garden was established and 
is overseen by the San Francisco 
Permaculture Guild, a nonprofit that 
holds educational and social events 
to promote sustainable and self-
sufficient farming. The Guild was 
founded in the late-1990s as a club for 
people enthusiastic about permacul-

ture. The term, short for permanent 
agriculture, means working with 
natural forces - wind, rain and sun - 
to provide all a garden’s needs after 
seeding and planting. The approach 
doesn’t require as much labor as 
other framing practices, since the 
land isn’t overworked.

“Permaculture is a design system 
for meeting human needs that restore 
and regenerate the environment,” 
member Kevin Bayuk explained.

In 2014, the parcel was the first 
to qualify under the City’s newly-
created urban agricultural zoning, 
which provides a tax reduction for 
land used for farming. In a municipal 
press release issued when the program 
was launched, the property owner, 
Dr. Aaron Roland, a family physician, 
was quoted saying he hoped the new 
law would “inspire other landown-
ers to step back from the search for 
a way to squeeze out another dollar 
from each square foot of land” and 
consider urban space uses that benefit 
communities.

GARDEN from page 13

300 DE HARO from front page

small and expensive per square foot. 
“The developer is maximizing 

rents under the guise of providing af-
fordable housing,” said Eppler. 

Katherine Doumani, Dogpatch 
Neighborhood Association president, 
described the proposal as “fraud, 
that is not affordable housing, but in 
actuality a glorified luxury dormitory, 
an AirBnB hotel. Even the Planning 
Department is considering this project 
an abuse of the legislation meant to 
promote affordable housing.” 

Senate Bill 35, adopted in 2017, 
mandates that local governments which 
have failed to build enough affordable 
housing must approve residential proj-
ects that meet legal criteria, including 
having two-thirds of square footage 
dedicated to residential use and not 
demolishing a structure that’s on a 
national, state, or local historic register. 

Alison Heath, a Hill resident, 
said it’s unfair that the southeastern 
neighborhoods, particularly Potrero 
Hill, are being penalized for the Bay 
Area’s failure to build enough afford-
able housing. 

“We’ve done more than our fair 
share to provide housing of all kinds 
in this neighborhood. We shouldn’t be 
forced to accept this monstrosity. Now 
the developer is using streamlining 
mandated by SB 35 to circumvent 
months and months of community 
input,” said Heath. 

Hill resident Kepa Askenasy said 
she’d like to know when the Planning 
Department will standup for what 
residents agreed to in the Eastern 
Neighborhoods Plan. 

“Why are all the large residential 
developments in the City concentrated 
here, rather than in any other area?” 
said Askenasy. 

According to Candace Soohoo, 
San Francisco Planning Department 
deputy communications manager, the 
Department is in the early stages of 
reviewing the proposal.

“Under SB 35, a local entity is 
required to provide a ministerial ap-
proval process,” said Soohoo. 

“Ministerial” means an act that the 
agency performs without exercising 
individual judgment. 

Soohoo said the City recognizes 
the need for more housing in all forms, 
“particularly increasing housing units 
that are subject to our local inclusion-
ary affordable housing program.”

David Meckel, senior advisor to 
California College of the Arts President 
Stephen Beal, said the proposal illus-
trates the challenges around balancing 
density, affordability, and unit size. 

“(It’s)...trying to fit into some very 
thoughtful zoning outlined in the East-
ern Neighborhoods Plan. That plan 
envisioned Urban Mixed Use develop-
ment at a height limit of 68 feet lining 
the newly improved transit corridor 
along 16th Street,” said Meckel.

Meckel said he hoped DM Devel-
opment’s team could work with the 
Boosters and the Department on the 
proposal. 

“(Then) the building mass and 
height (would) not overwhelm the 
neighborhood. The units not so small 
that they impact the quality of life of 
the residents,” said Meckel. 

Mark MacDonald, DM Develop-
ment’s chief executive officer, said 
181 units, or 40 percent, would be 
affordable. 

“The building we are proposing is 
not the maximum allowed under the 
State Density Bonus Program. Instead, 
the plan optimizes light and air quality 
for our nearby neighbors on 16th and 
17th streets,” said MacDonald. 

According to MacDonald, two 
years of discussion with residents 
sparked feedback requesting that it 
increase affordability to 30 percent or 
greater, along with concerns about the 
project’s height and bulk. 

“We decided that the best way 
forward was to lean into the City’s need 
for affordable housing and to pursue 
a beautifully designed project that 
can provide the maximum amount of 
affordable housing, double what would 
be possible under the base zoning,” 
said MacDonald. “It is imperative to 
use all the tools available to add homes 
to the City.” 

Corey Smith, San Francisco Hous-
ing Action Coalition’s deputy director, 
personally supports the project, though 
the nonprofit hasn’t taken a position.

“We believe there’s a shortage of 
all different kinds of homes in the 
City. A proposal like this might not 
be perfect for everyone, but it’s a good 
solution for certain types of residents. 
For example, young graduates taking 
their first position or older adults 
whose children have moved out and for 
whom downsizing is ideal,” said Smith. 

The triangular property at 300 De 
Haro Street is owned by Four G En-
terprises, a limited liability company 
located at a Marina District residence. 
According to Property Shark, a prop-
erty records database, the 300 De Haro 
Street complex and the Marina home 
are owned by Gail Godyne.

A number of small businesses 
rent space at the existing complex, 
including Bunn Mike, a Vietnamese 
sandwich shop, El Sur, an Argentin-
ian empanada restaurant, Roadster, 
an auto dealership storefront, and Tip 
Toes Nail Salon. 

MacDonald said DM Development 
has worked closely with existing 

300 DE HARO continues on page 16
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tenants to craft temporary and/or 
permanent relocation plans, with some 
potentially returning to the site after 
construction is completed. 

“The project proposes approxi-
mately 3,582 square feet of retail space 
along 16th Street and De Haro Street. 
We are still in the planning process 
and look forward to working with 
the community to identify desired 
neighborhood-serving retail uses,” 
said MacDonald. 

According to MacDonald, the proj-
ect will generate approximately $11.5 
million in impact fees, including a $3.8 
million inclusionary housing fee to 
finance off-site affordable residences, 
a $2.7 million Eastern Neighborhoods 
infrastructure fee, part of which’ll 
fund Jackson Square park improve-
ments, and more than $5 million in 
childcare, school, and transportation 
fees.

DM Development’s plan also calls 
for the creation of a 7,000 square foot 
rear yard to provide greenspace. 

“We envision a lushly landscaped 
rear yard that will be a visual amenity 
to our neighbors and a place for quiet 
enjoyment by our building residents,” 
said MacDonald. 

There are several rail history 
remnants at the site, including an 
abandoned railroad track and two rail 
cars which’ve been refurbished and 
rented as office space. 

MacDonald said DM Development 
has been considering possible ways to 
reuse the rail cars. They could be in-
tegrated into the project or made part 
of a public space for community use. 

Bob Towar, treasurer and com-
munications director for the Bay Area 
Electric Railroad Association, a group 
of Bay Area rail fans, said the line at 
300 De Haro Street was a branch line 
of the Western Pacific railroad, which 
served Potrero Hill. 

“The area northwest of Potrero 
Hill was accessed by a tunnel. The 
north tunnel portal was just south of 
18th Street, near Arkansas Street. The 
south portal was near Sierra Street and 
Missouri Streets,” said Towar.

A fire in the tunnel in 1962 ren-
dered it unusable, prompting the 
railroad to abandon and seal it. 

There’s disagreement about the 
two rail cars’ affiliation.  Jim Bunger, 
manager of passenger cars for the 
Golden Gate Railroad Museum, a 
railroad history museum in Redwood 
City, has information that indicates one 
rail car was associated with the New 
York Central 60 line. The other was 
linked with Seaboard Air Line 6602. 

Towar believes one is a lounge car 
from the famous “California Zephyr” 
trains that used to run daily between 
Oakland and Chicago, before Amtrak 
was formed.  

Peter Linenthal, Potrero Hill 
Archive Project director, said Western 
Pacific built the line to challenge the 
financial dominance of Southern 
Pacific Railroad. In the early 1900s, 
Southern Pacific controlled many of 
trains and tracks in San Francisco. 

“I would like to see the track be 
saved. They should have a historical 
marker placed near them to explain 
their importance,” said Linenthal. 

Chris Carlsson, a historian and 
independent tour guide, said San 
Francisco’s railroad history needs to 
be preserved.

“When we think of train history, 

it’s mostly Muni that gets preserved. 
(That’s) thanks to the Market Street 
Railway folks, who are great. Yet all 
through the Mission, Potrero Hill, the 
Bernal Cut, Bayview and Islais Creek 
basins, the remnants of rail lines show-
case how trains long brought people 
and raw materials from shoreline 
depots. They also brought them from 
inland train lines to San Francisco’s 
once robust manufacturing sector,” 
said Carlsson.

Elizabeth Creely, an occasional 
contributor to Mission Local, a Mis-
sion-oriented news site, said she’d like 
to see the 300 De Haro Street rail line 
become part of a network of railroad 
greenspaces. 

“Greenspaces provide relief from 
cement. Old railroad right of ways also 
invite people to trace the City’s history 
on foot by walking between neighbor-
hoods,” said Creely. 

Tamara Aparton, San Francisco 
Parks and Recreation spokesperson, 
said the City is working to reference 
railway history through embedded rail 
in a walkway in Juri Commons, a mini-
park at Guerrero Street near San Jose 
Avenue, 25th Street, and 26th Street. 
Juri Commons is an old railroad right 
of way. Aparton said Juri Commons is 
also home to a mural with a train on it. 

“We are planning to refurbish it a 
bit and leave it in place,” said Aparton. 

300 DE HARO from page 15

Mission Creek Senior Community 
was developed by affordable housing 
developer Mercy Housing California, 
San Francisco Redevelopment Agency, 
Department of Public Health, and 
the Public Library. The space that 
accommodates the branch library was 
turned over to the City after it was 
completed. Scenic views can be taken 
in from comfy chairs.

“We opened March 28, 2006,” Jose 
Vega-Boza, Mission Creek Commu-
nity’s senior property manager, said 
of the rental housing. “The official 
celebration was October 10, 2006, when 
we cut the ribbon. By then the building 
was 100 percent occupied.” 

Gloria Hernandez, an octogenarian 
known to decorate her walker with 
signs for her local candidate of choice 
during election season, was the last 
of the original occupants to move in. 
She had the honor of applying scissors 
to ribbon with then-Mayor, now-
Governor, Gavin Newsom.

“He came to my apartment,” she 
recalled as a highlight of the occasion.

Many inhabitants are frail; some 
have disabilities or HIV/AIDS; others 
were homeless before being placed 
in Mission Creek Senior Community. 
SteppingStone operates an Adult Day 
Health Center onsite, open to all San 
Franciscans.

“Housing equals health,” Vega-
Boza said. “Imagine yourself being on 
the street every day, in the rain, the 
weather, without any proper nutrition, 
people right next to you. If you find 
housing, you get stabilized. Having a 
roof over your head and walls next to 
you is very important, and also having 
a community if you need anything. 
Some of the HIV-positive people have 
been here 15 years because they’re tak-
ing care of themselves, they’re taking 
their medication, and most important, 
they have housing.” 

In the lobby, residents watch for 
their taxis or paratransit vehicles in 

a busy seating area. Front desk clerks 
greet visitors. When the weather’s nice, 
residents sit outside, some in wheel-
chairs or walkers, soaking up sunshine 
and greeting passersby. 

 “We’re a very tight communi-
ty,” Vega-Boza said. “A lot of neighbors 
here check on each other, pass a plate 
of food between units. If they don’t see 
a neighbor, they alert the front desk. 
People have an electronic key so we’re 
able to see from the front desk when 
the electronic key was last used, and if 
we call and they haven’t picked up the 
phone, we’ll knock on the door to see if 
they’re okay. If anyone needs medica-
tion from Safeway, one of us will go 
pick it up and bring it to the resident, 
so the resident doesn’t have to go out.” 

Residents can hire their own care-
givers. Mercy Housing case managers 
provide support if needed. When an 
inhabitant required medical tests at 
Zuckerberg San Francisco General 
Hospital and Trauma Center, a case 
manager spent half a day accompany-
ing them. 

“We treat everyone with justice and 
respect,” Vega-Boza said. “I tell staff to 
treat them as if they were their grand-
mother or auntie, grandfather, uncle.” 

Some folks have family who visit 
frequently, others haven’t seen relatives 
since striking out on their own. Places 
of origin extend from San Francisco, 
across the United States, and to foreign 
countries. 

While socializing was restricted 
during the pandemic, activities like 
quilting have brought residents to-
gether across languages. Cantonese, 
Spanish, English, Russian, Tagalog, 
Indonesian, Vietnamese, and lesser-
known Chinese dialects mingle at 
Mission Creek Community. Staff know 
many tongues, including American 
Sign Language. 

“People are pretty good at under-
standing and trying to communicate. 
I’ve been here 15 years and I never 
remember a time I wasn’t able to get a 
point across,” Vega-Boza said. 

Mission Creek Community apart-
ments are secured by referral; the 
building doesn’t have a wait list. Those 
exiting homelessness are transferred 
by the San Francisco Department of 
Homelessness and Supportive Hous-
ing’s Direct Access to Housing (DAH) 
program based on need and readiness 
for independent living; 51 units are 
reserved for DAH recipients. The San 
Francisco Housing Authority, now 
chartered by the State of California, 
sends Section 8 clients that’ve been on 
that agency’s wait list for years when 
one of 78 apartments designated for 
these tenants becomes available. Entry 
points for the remaining 10 units, set 
aside for HIV-positive people, include 
the Shanti Project, San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation, and Laguna Honda 
Hospital and Rehabilitation Center.

Singles or couples are eligible 
at 20 percent or 50 percent of Area 
Median Income (AMI). Based on the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s 2021 AMI table for San 
Francisco, 20 percent of AMI is $18,650 
for one person, $21,300 for two; 50 per-
cent is $46,650 for individuals, $53,300 
for a pair. Rent is 30 percent of income, 
usually Social Security Insurance. 
It’s recalculated annually to reflect 
income changes, and currently tops out 
at around $800 a month. To help with 
tight budgets, Meals on Wheels delivers 
daily; San Francisco-Marin Food Bank 
bring groceries weekly. 

Average stays are seven or eight 
years, Vega-Boza estimated. Many 
founding members, as he fondly calls 
those such as Hernandez who first 
inhabited the building, still live there 
after 15 years. 

“Some people go to a nursing home, 
because their disability worsened. 
That’s one reason people leave. And 
a lot of people die here. Some of the 
residents come here and say this is 
their last home; they want to pass away 
here,” Vega-Boza said, emphasizing 
here. 

Often terminally ill or elderly 
individuals prefer to remain in their 
apartment rather than be moved 
to a hospital. In keeping with the 
nonprofit’s name, Mercy Housing’s 
staff support these end of life wishes. 
Hospice workers or family members 
can be authorized for live-in care after 
a background check. Allowing a person 
this final dignity is significantly less 
costly to taxpayers than hospitaliza-
tion, Vega-Boza said. 

One resident’s final wish was to 
see Mission Creek as he passed away. 
Staff brought a recliner to his room and 
placed it by the window, where he could 
gaze upon the peaceful waterfront set-
ting when his time came.

Vega-Boza gathers mementos of the 
departed to send to friends or relatives. 
A necklace, Bible, cross, photographs, 
a painting by the deceased are among 
items he’s returned, along with the 
person’s ashes. In one case it was a rock 
with “peace” inscribed on it, sent to a 
daughter who hadn’t seen her father 
since she was seven. 

“Sometimes, there’s no one to claim 
their remains. The City has to take 
over,” he said.

The facility didn’t have any CO-
VID-19 cases. “Zero. Not one COVID 
case,” Vega-Boza reported. 

Mercy Housing leases three ground 
floor commercial spaces on Berry 
Street, occupied by Philz, Mission Bay 
Optometry, and Mulberry’s, a shuttered 
dry cleaner. Philz brewed java to go 
throughout the pandemic. Since the 
City largely reopened regulars have 
returned to the corner sidewalk café. 

Mission Bay Library reopened 
in May for limited in-person service 
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Browsing in 
designated areas is allowed. Visitors 
can open a library account; photocopy, 
scan, print, and fax documents; pickup 
holds, check out and return items; and 
use a public computer by reservation.

“We are happy to offer some li-
brary services again and welcome the 
community back inside,” said branch 
manager Melanie McCallum. 

In the before times, mothers and 
nannies with tots in strollers lined 
up around the corner past Philz’s for 
the library’s children’s offerings. Five 
Storytimes programs a week attracted 
about 1,000 visitors a month. Adult 
programs, held about twice weekly, 
included a bi-monthly book group that 
met virtually during the public health 
crisis, workshops, yoga and meditation 
classes.

Programs are offered in the Creek 
Room, which hosts public assemblies, 
accessible from the library, main 
building, and creekside promenade. 
On election day the room serves as a 
polling place for precinct 7643. Over the 
years, a few building occupants have 
been poll-workers, most notably Mr. 
H., a Mandarin-speaking gentleman 

SENIOR COMMUNITY from front page

SENIOR COMMUNITY continues on page 19
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ervoir. The associated hydropower has 
the capacity to generate 385 megawatts 
– much less during dry years – enough 
to meet roughly one-third of San Fran-
cisco’s peak electricity demand.

Simply maintaining this com-
plex system is a chore, wrought with 
technical, labor, and legal challenges, 
for which costs can, and have, easily 
gotten out-of-control. In the emerging 
era it’ll get steadily, maybe sharply, 
harder.  Higher temperatures are 
causing the Sierra snowpack – also 
known as California’s most important 
source of stored water – to melt earlier 
and faster, elevating risks of floods 
and water shortages. Heat waves are 

PUBLISHER’S VIEW from page 2 increasing demand for cooling in the 
summer and worsening droughts. Last 
year, Downtown hit 100 degrees, blow-
ing the bulb off the previous 92-degree 
record set in 1904. Where once no 
San Franciscan had air conditioning, 
today new residential buildings are 
frequently outfitted with a unit, which 
needs power to operate.

SFPUC has a long too-do list. It 
has to help batten down the hatches 
in preparation for increasing bouts of 
extreme weather, such as storm surges 
that require new, eco-friendly means 
of managing runoff, and which may 
necessitate an orderly retreat from 
Ocean Beach.  It needs to bolster energy 
resiliency, potentially by taking over 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s 

distribution system, and cleanly repur-
posing the more than 800 fossil-fueled 
publicly and privately-owned backup 
engines in San Francisco, which’re 
capable of generating 530 MW, signifi-
cantly more than Hetch Hetchy. And 
it must get ahead of accusations that 
its privileged water rights position 
isn’t just another example of extreme 
environmental inequality that needs to 
be remedied.

Herrera has impressive chops.  He 
arguably created the nation’s most 
effective city attorney’s office, trans-
forming a mild-mannered municipal 
law office into a good ethics superhero.  
He’s relentlessly rooted out corruption, 
regularly securing multi-million-

dollar settlements from bad doers.  He 
helped shutter the Hunters Point and 
Potrero power plants, and (unsuc-
cessfully) hard pressed PG&E to sell 
the City its too expensive distribution 
system.  

As a long-time Dogpatch resident, 
Herrera has repeatedly walked, biked, 
or driven by much of SFPUC’s port-
folio, including Mission Creek, which 
is at the center of innovative efforts 
to manage sea level rises, the multi-
billion-dollar sewage treatment plant 
located at the crossroads of Bayview 
and Islais Creek, vegetation-based 
ways to manage nonpoint runoff 

PUBLISHER’S VIEW continues on next page

NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES

Your Local Lender.
Here To Help You Navigate Homeownership

Julie
Shumate
NMLS#310202 | Loan Consultant 

700 Airport Boulevard, Suite 280 Burlingame, California 
94010 | Office: (650) 993-7581 | loanDepot.com, LLC 
NMLS ID 174457. Licensed by the Department of Business 

Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act 
CRMLA 4131040. (082020 373960)

(925) 413-6963 cell 
www.loanDepot.com/jshumate 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Muir Beach Studio and House
Walking distance to the beach, 
with the crashing waves visible and 
audible.

Studio: Cozy studio comfortable for 
two-people. Includes kitchenette and 
private patio. $185/night plus cleaning 
fee, two-night minimum. Editor@
potreroview.net or 415.643.9578. 

House: Three bedrooms, two full 
baths, with two decks. $350/night, 
three-night minimum. Editor@
potreroview.net or 415.643.9578.

Subscription Salespeople Wanted
Minimum wage, intermittent work.
Editor@potreroview.net

Freelance Writers Wanted
Modest pay, interesting assignments. 
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

Child Care
College Division 3 lacrosse player, 
wilderness first responder - certified, 
available for lacrosse and soccer 
coaching and outdoor adventures. 
$20/hour. Contact Sara by phone  
or text: 415.872.2254

Got something to sell? Have a service to provide? Each classified 
ad is $25 for up to 200 characters. www.potreroview.net/advertise

Legal Notices
The View accepts legal notices. Please 
contact: production@potreroview.net; 
415.643.9578.

NEIGHBORHOOD ADS IN THE VIEW!
Let your neighbors know what you have to offer!

Please contact: 415.643.9578
marketing@potreroview.net
production@potreroview.net

PREPAY: 2” x 2” 2” x 4”

6 months $345. $690.

12 months $555. $1,110.

Outreach Advertisments
July 2021

San Francisco Department of Homelessness and Supportive Housing, founded in 2016, is a national leader in the movement to end 
homelessness through a coordinated, equity-driven, client-focused system of compassionate services. HSH has piloted innovative models and 
implemented best practice solutions with measurable results. Currently there are many exciting opportunities to join our team. Learn more about 
opportunities to work with our IT, ONE system, Program Support and other teams throughout the department at hsh.sfgov.org/about/jobs.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR OPPORTUNITY
AT SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The Airport Commission is commencing a Request for Proposals (RFP) process for its Mobile Order and Delivery Platform Concession 
Agreement. The opportunity has the following business terms:

Rent is the higher of the MAG of $25,000.00 or 10% of gross revenues. It is for a Term of 2 years with two 1-year options.

The Informational Conference will be held online on July 14, 2021 via WebEx. 

Please see http://www.flysfo.com/business-at-sfo/current-opportunities for additional information. The Principal Property Manager for this 
opportunity is Veronica Zamani, who can be reached at Revenue Development and Management at (650) 821-4500.

Child support matters can be complicated, stressful, and confusing. The Department of Child Support Services helps parents understand the 
process so they know their rights and options for making and receiving support payments. We are available to assist you by phone during this 
time of COVID-19 public health emergency. Call us today at (866) 901-3212 or visit us online at www.sfgov.org/dcss to learn how we can help you.

VACANCIES AVAILABLE! The Assessment Appeals Board resolves legal and value assessment issues between the Assessor’s office and 
property owners.  Board vacancies are as follows:  Board 1 – one; Board 2 -  four; and Board 3 – five.

Hearings are quasi-judicial, conducted in a manner similar to a court setting, with evidence and testimony presented by the parties.  The Board 
then evaluates the evidence and testimony, and renders its decision. 

To be eligible for seat appointment, you must have a minimum of five years professional experience in California as either a: (1) public accountant; 
(2) real estate broker; (3) attorney; or (4) property appraiser accredited by a nationally recognized organization, or certified by either the Office of 
Real Estate Appraiser or the State Board of Equalization.

For additional vacancies please visit the Board of Supervisors Vacancy page: sfbos.org/vacancy-boards-commissions-task-forces and Apply to 
serve on an Advisory Body.  Before long you will be advising the Board and the Mayor on City policy!

The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach.  Articles are translated into several languages to provide better public access.  
The newspaper makes every effort to translate the articles of general interest correctly.  No liability is assumed by the City and County of San 
Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions.

CNSB#3485364
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who toiled there for at least a dozen 
elections. 

When the Creek Room reopens 
for post-pandemic gatherings, visitors 
will once again see an exquisite quilt 
hanging on a wall, made by residents 
in a six-month project under the guid-
ance of two longtime volunteers. It was 
dedicated in honor of Black History 
Month in 2019. A miniature American 
flag is sewn into the upper left corner, a 
Gay Freedom rainbow flag in the lower 
right. African symbols for freedom, 
peace, harmony, the power of love, the 
universe, energy and adaptability fill 
the center. Hearts, the California poppy 
and Earth Day icons are stitched into 
a patchwork of vibrant colors made 
from repurposed clothing from former 
Mercy residents and other fabric. It’s 
embellished with glass beads, hand-
sewn embroidery and buttons. Most 
of the quilt was done by hand in the 
multi-use room on the second floor.

“They got together once a week 
talking, sewing,” Vega-Boza said. 
“They talked about what love means; 
what ability means. It was done with a 
lot of compassion and love.” 

Two more quilts hang from walls 
on the second floor.  One commemo-

rates Juneteenth with a solitary black 
figure raising heart, face and arms in 
an upper backbend toward the title of 
the hymn known as the Black National 
Anthem, “Lift Every Voice And Sing.” 
The other memorializes community 
members who’ve passed away. Above 
a field of tulips and a lone dragonfly, a 
kaleidoscope of butterflies flutters off 
the quilt’s white background onto the 
wall around it. A printout in English, 
Spanish, Cantonese and Russian next 
to it reads, “These butterflies represent 
residents who lived at Mission Creek 
that have passed away since 2006. We 
are remembering them, honoring them, 
they will always be with us.”

It’s a tradition to begin preparing 
in March for an anniversary celebra-
tion in October. 

“One year, a chorus from the build-
ing sang in Cantonese. They practiced 
six months!” Vega-Boza said. 

Normally, the event features food 
and sweets, speeches and music in the 
spacious second floor dining room. 
Like other events in 2020 it was can-
celed due to the coronavirus.

“On some occasions we’ve had lion 
dancers come and dance around the 
building,” he added.

The fifteenth jubilee this fall will 
be different than previous large indoor 
gatherings, Vega-Boza said, possibly 
with festivities in October or November 
taking place in the courtyard. Residents 
began writing poems in April during 
National Poetry Month on the theme of 
“home.” They’re dropping off their work 
at the front desk, to be collected into a 
book, a way to collaborate creatively 
while staying distanced in their rooms.  

SENIOR COMMUNITY from page 16

SHORT CUTS from page 2

throughout the Central Waterfront, 
and conveyance of Hetch-Hetchy power 
to Port tenants. 

SFPUC is an entirely different 
beast than the City Attorney’s Office, 
though.  While one is staffed mostly 
by six figure lawyers who can be fired 
with relative ease, another is chockful 
of engineers, administrators, ana-
lysts, ditch diggers, and others whose 
positions are heavily fortified by civil 
servant protections.  One involves mov-
ing word laden piles of paper, the other 
megawatts and acre-feet of electricity 
and water. San Franciscans probably 
wouldn’t notice, at least outside wine 
bars and cheese shops, if all the lawyers 
in town disappeared.  The same thing 
can’t be said for energy and water.

Herrera is smart and well-spoken, 
dedicated to ethical public service, a 
true public servant. He’ll have lots to 
learn quickly, which he’s quite capable 
of doing. We wish him the very best, for 
all of our sakes.

look forward to moving forward from 
this process,” said Osh O’Crowley, 
chief sales officer of AAA Northern 
California, in an email statement sent 
to union leadership. 

New Talent

PlayGround has selected this 
year’s Producing Fellows, to engage 
in communications, development, 
artistic or theatre management:  Lind-

sey Abbott,  a Sonoma State Univer-
sity graduate; Daniel Benitez, a queer 
activist and Princeton University 
graduate; Caroline Portante, Poltergeist 
Theatre Project member studying with 
Stella Adler Conservatory; and  Wal-
lace Yan,  a University of California, 
Irvine graduate and Bay Area artisan. 
The fellowship program was launched 
during the 2019-20 season, just two 
weeks before California shutdown due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic…California 
College of the Arts elected Lorna Meyer 
Calas  as Board of Trustees chair for 
a three-year term. Calas, a managing 
director with Merrill Lynch’s Private 
Wealth Management Group, has been a 
CCA trustee since 2001, most recently 
serving as board secretary. She suc-
ceeds Arthur Gensler, who was board 
chair from 2017 until his death last May.

Gross Domestic Leadership

There’s constant media chatter 
about America’s rivalry with China, 
Russia’s global belligerence, Italy’s 
incompetence, and the like. Amidst 
this prattle is the reality of each 
country’s economic heft, as measured 
by gross domestic product.  GDP is a 
flawed indicator, smushing together 
expenditures responding to disasters, 
such as wildfires, with more produc-
tive spending on things like organic 
produce. Still, these defects are loosely 
systematic across nations, making GDP 
a decent gauge of comparative economic 
capacity.  From this perspective, the 
United States’ $21.4 trillion is notably 
higher than China’s $14.3 trillion. India, 
the world’s sixth largest economy but 
second biggest by population, is an 

PUBLISHER’S VIEW from previous page astonishingly low $2.59 trillion.  In 
eighth place, Italy is a quite respectable 
$1.85 trillion.  Russia is eleventh: $1.46 
trillion.  California’s $3.1 trillion is 
about the size of both these countries 
combined, not so much less than $3.9 
trillion Germany, fourth biggest, be-
hind Japan’s $5.1 trillion. 

We work at different jobs, but we all have one thing in common. We’re not just Recology 
employees. We’re owners. Since 1986, Recology has been 100% employee-owned. We’re 
proud to own a company that leads America in recycling, is committed to hiring locally, 
and provides hundreds of good-paying jobs for a workforce as diverse as San Francisco.

“Let’s keep making a difference. Together.”

Mimi 
Safety Team

Dede  
Recycle Central

Lisa  
Driver

Peter 
Driver

100% Employee Owned

Marina Times — 10  x 7.875
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Sale Prices effective July 1-25, 2021
  THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING AT THE GOOD LIFE 

Jump for Joy in July!
Happy Independence Day!

Kettle Brand
Potato Chips
5 oz -reg 3.49

2/$5

Olipop

Prebiotic Drinks
12 oz -reg 2.49

2/$4

Straus 
Organic Ice Cream
16 oz - reg 5.79

$4.99

Fage
Greek Yogurt
35.3 oz -reg 8.49

$7.49

Tillamook
Farmstyle Shredded 
Cheese
16 oz -reg 5.39

$4.99

Sabra
Hummus
10 oz -reg 3.99

$2.99

Northern Chef
Shrimp  & 
Calamari
8-10 oz -reg 9.99

$6.99

Terra
Chips
5-6 oz -reg 5.29

$3.99

Farmstyle Shredded 

WELCOME
CO-OWNER
SAMANTHA

Thank you Lester for serving the 
community for 45+ years!
We will miss you!

 LESTER

       JOIN US 7/27
     AT THE YANKEE

Non-GMOLocal
!

Direct from the Field!
Fresh Picked Corn!

Happy Independence Day!

Organic Watermelon

Schwarz 49’er Brand Hot Dogs
All Beef, All Natural, All Delicious

Good Life House made
Potato or Mac Salad

99¢ /lb whole 
$1.19 /lb sliced

Tejava
Black Tea
1 ltr -reg 3.49

2/$5

Lester Zeidman, CEO, and Kayren Hudiburgh, transfer 
company shares to Samantha Zuvella, General Manager

BIG NEWS AT THE GOOD LIFE GROCERY

2-6pm

 100% Women Owned Company

ON SALE THIS MONTH AT THE GOOD LIFE

Congratulations Samantha 
on your new partnership with 
Kayren! You deserve it!

The Good Life is excited 
for what is to come! 

Alba Botanica
Sunscreen
4 oz -reg 12.99

$7.99

Yasso
Frozen Yogurt Bars
14oz -reg 6.79

$5.49

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 2021




