INSIDE

San Bruno Ave
Development
Criticized
Pg. 3

MAY 2021

Below Market
Rate Condos
in Mission Bay
Pg. 3

Clayroom Molds
Its Future
Pg. 6

Dogpatch
Paddle Club
Pg. 7

Anahid Aslanyan
Makes Magic
Pg. 9

Serving the Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, Mission Bay and SOMA Neighborhoods Since 1970

MCD: Exhibits
About Time
Pg. 10

FREE

Dogpatch and Potrero Hill Merchant Associations
to Receive $100,000 to Support Small Businesses
BY JESSICA ZIMMER

Roughly $50,000 will be distributed to each of San Francisco’s 33 district merchant associations, including
Potrero Dogpatch Merchants Association (PDMA) and Dogpatch Business
Association (DBA), as part of a $1.7
million donation from Chris Larsen,
founder of the blockchain company
Ripple. The funding is being provided
through the Avenue Greenlight initiative, a partnership between the City
and philanthropists intended to help
businesses as San Francisco reopens.
In a related effort, PDMA has
applied to the City’s Shared Spaces
Program to partially close 18th Street
between Connecticut and Mississippi
streets. The closure will enable expansion of outdoor dining space for Plow
SF, Farley’s Coffee, and other 18th
Street enterprises and create an intermittent makeshift pedestrian plaza.
“Our small businesses are struggling, and we are doing everything in
our power to ensure that San Francisco
comes out of this pandemic even stronger than before,” said Mayor London
Breed in a press release. “Supporting
our commercial corridors with the programs funded by Avenue Greenlight,
along with our ongoing City investSMALL BUSINESSES continues on page 11

Left: Amy and Chris Hillyard, co-owners of Farley’s Coffee, showcase goods from their café and products made by local artists. PHOTO: Courtesy of Farley’s Coffee; Top right:
The founders of Noble & Co, a Potrero Hill-based business that makes scented soy wax candles. Left to right: Haley Kannall, Julie Noble, Alex Tamura. Inset: Will Noble.
PHOTO: Courtesy of Noble & Co; Lower right: Ulrich “Ubi” Simpson, creative director of Mi Cocina, Inc., surrounded by items from his denim clothing line. PHOTO: Courtesy
of Ulrich Conrad Simpson

Mission Creek Park P3
Will Open this Fall
BY BETTINA COHEN

Mission Creek Park P3 will transform a barren, nondescript strip of
terrain into a lush, lively gateway to
the Mission Bay South neighborhood.
The new 1.65-acre park will serve to
extend Mission Creek Park, located
west of Fourth Street, and align it with
China Basin Park, part of the Mission
Rock development being constructed
east of Third Street. The plaza and
pedestrian-friendly esplanade, behind
One Mission Bay and the SOMA Mission Bay Hotel, will feature outdoor
seating, with views of the waterfront
and Oracle Park.
P3, as it’s been referred to in planning and construction phases, will
be functional as well as aesthetically
pleasing. The San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission will rely on the
park to treat stormwater runoff from

adjacent open spaces and streets.
Rainwater gardens – bioswales – will
collect stormwater, filter out pollutants, and release clean water into San
Francisco Bay.
In recent months basins were dug
for the bioswales. These will be filled
with soil, grasses and other plants that
filter water and are able to withstand
inundation. The flora will keep motor
oil and other toxins from polluting
the Bay, home to such marine life as
sea lions, fish and aquatic birds, said
Luke Stewart, director of design and
planning for Mission Bay Development
Group, the company than manages
Mission Bay’s redevelopment. Wooden
walkways will be installed to cross the
gardens and connect parkgoers from
the residential to the waterfront side,
where there’ll be a paved apron.
P3 continues on page 12

Curbside Pickup Now Available
at Potrero Branch Library
BY CAMILE E. MESSERLEY

In 1879, San Francisco opened
its first public library on the second
floor of Pacific Hall on Bush Street,
which moved to City Hall in 1888. In
1918, a library station opened in the
Daniel Webster School near 20th and
Connecticut streets. Over time, with
multiple reconstructions and expansions, this became the light-filled,
seed-lending, Potrero branch, which
closed, along with all municipal libraries, last March.
Early in the public health crisis,
City employees were deployed in twoor more week shifts as Disaster Service
Workers. Librarians were tasked
with packing and distributing food,
COVID-19 contact tracing, and other
duties. Curators continue to engage in
this work, serving as greeters at the
Moscone Center South vaccination

site. According to Genevieve Feldman,
Potrero branch and acting district
manager to San Francisco Public
Library’s northeast branches, library
staff contributed more labor to the
City’s pandemic response efforts than
any other department.
According to City Librarian Michael Lambert, the Potrero branch
can’t yet be fully opened due to staffing issues, in part because librarians
remain deployed as Disaster Service
Workers. However, last month the
branch joined 14 of 34 SFPL branches
to offer curbside pickup.
Adam Lashinsky, a Hill resident
for almost 20 years, welcomes the
Library’s partial return. During his
tenure in the neighborhood, Lashinsky
and his family regularly participated
in the storytime program. Ten years
LIBRARY continues on page 12
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Three Monkeys
BY STEVEN J. MOSS

The monkeys popped into my
head, as if they’d been waiting for the
right moment to swing down from the
tangled jungle of my subconscious. I’d
last seen them many years ago; a row of
thumb high wood carved chimpanzees
that sat on my father’s desk. One held
his hands over his eyes, another over his
ears, a third covered his mouth. See no
evil, hear no evil, say no evil.
As a child I’d been fascinated by
the mystical figurines. They’d lived in
my parents’ bedroom, a private sanctuary into which I was rarely invited.
Half-toy, half-talisman, the monkeys
didn’t match my father’s personality; at
the time he was consumed by work and
the stress of supporting a large family.
The fact of them suggested there was
a wormhole into another playful and
mysterious dimension to which my fa-

ther had access, or at least once visited,
clutching the monkeys as a souvenir.
I was of an age, and in an age, when
certain behaviors and specific objects
held magical powers. I truly believed
that if I stepped on a crack the act
would impair my mother’s back. A cut
off colored rabbit’s foot mounted on a
key chain brought luck, as did four leaf
clovers, for which I periodically fruitlessly searched. When an elementary
school classmate warned me that if I
touched the large mole on another boy’s
back he’d fall dead on the spot, I didn’t
doubt it for a moment.
The Wise Monkeys, as the triplets
are called, originated in 16th century
Japan. Statues of them at crossroads
honor Koshin, the God of Roads,
PUBLISHER’S VIEW continues on page 13

Plastic Pooch Pollution

Esprit Park

San Francisco’s dog population
seems to have exploded during the
public health crisis; so too has the
resulting stream of canine poop.
The dominant way to dispose of this
doo-doo is through the use of plastic
bags, which’re no less environmentally
damaging than plastic shopping sacks,
cups, and straws. Long-time 20th
Street resident Maureen Ebersole
and her inventor brothers, Ed Bevans
and Henry Bevans, have launched a
Kickstarter campaign to reduce doggenerated plastic, offering pre-orders
of Rover’s Neighborhood Scoop, a
patented plastic-bag-free way to collect and discard droppings. The design
features no hand contact, convenient
transportation in a sealed, odor-free
cannister, easy disposal into a toilet as
recommended by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, simple to clean
and reuse. The Kickstarter crusade
runs until the end of this month.

“Rec Park to Pave Parts of Esprit
Park,” published in March, contained if
not inaccurate, potentially misleading
content. For example, the only parts
of the open space that’ll literally be
paved will be pathways installed to
meet American Disability Act requirements. Synthetic turf – fake grass – will
be installed in an area designated for
dogs. A survey of 433 San Franciscans,
80 percent of whom lived in 94107,
found that 42 percent preferred natural
grass, 44 percent wanted a combination of natural and synthetic turf, as
part of park renovation. While the
article indicates that the Dogpatch &
Northwest Potrero Hill Green Benefit
District (GBD) will contribute $835,00
towards the project, these funds actually come from the University of
California, San Francisco, to be used
for design and engineering work. GBD
is the fiscal sponsor.
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Proposed San Bruno Avenue Below-Market-Rate
Project Criticized for Lack Condominiums to be
Built in Mission Bay
of Parking, Shadows
BY REBEKAH MOAN

Most of the roughtly 100 participants at last month’s virtual meeting
about a proposed development at
1458 San Bruno Avenue vehemently
opposed the project. “For the people
in the neighborhood, it seems like an
alien spaceship is landing and completely gentrifying the neighborhood,”
said one attendee, who didn’t disclose
his name.
The Goode family has owned the
property, located at the southern tip of
San Bruno Avenue, abutting Potrero
del Sol Park, since 1927. They want to
build a stepped seven-story residential
development; the portion closest to
the park would be five stories, rising
to seven at the furthest point. The
design hasn’t significantly changed
since the proposal was last floated at a
community meeting in 2019. The main
difference is the number of units. Two
years ago, plans reflected 205 homes:
122 studios, 83 two-bedrooms. The
new scheme includes 232 units, with
two additional one-bedroom units
and one three-bedroom unit. The unit
mix remains 60 percent one bedroom
or smaller, 40 percent two bedroom
or larger. However, Chris Goode, the
family’s chief spokesperson, said the
development could drop to 204 units

to add space to allow for the maximum
amount of parking, 51 spaces.
“We don’t know which way to go
here,” he said. “Email us to let us know.”
Parking emerged as the primary
concern amongst meeting participants.
“I live a few blocks away and in
regards to parking, from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. there are literally no parking
spots,” said the same unidentified man.
“To have 200 more units, which is 400
to 500 more people in the neighborhood,
is ridiculous. There will be nothing left
for the people who live here and all the
poor people who can’t afford a garage.”
“I don’t take parking lightly, Goode
said. “We can maximize parking with
somewhat different kinds of tenants.
But if you support the project with
parking, we can make that turn. We
want to get this housing built.”
“I felt like I was at ‘Let’s Make
a Deal’,” Mary Beth Pudup, Potrero
del Sol’s volunteer community garden
coordinator. “It’s hard to know where
Chris stands because before he told us
we have to get cars out of the City.”
Goode is eager to get the housing
built. “I absolutely plan on building
this project or alternatively selling it
to an appropriate developer,” he wrote
in an email to the View.
SAN BRUNO AVE continues on page 13

Why work with

Susan Olk?

BY BETTINA COHEN

Condominiums offered at belowmarket-rates (BMR) to moderateincome buyers are being developed
at 350 China Basin Street, where an
eight-story building on Mission Bay
South Block 9A (MB9A) is in the design
process. The edifice will ultimately
feature 148 BMR condos available to
first-time homebuyers who earn 80 to
110 percent of San Francisco’s Area
Median Income (AMI). Groundbreaking is expected in April 2022.
AMI is updated annually by the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
based on current-year income in a
geographic area, with household size
factored in. In San Francisco last year,
80 to 110 percent AMI ranged from
$72,000 to $97,000 for a single person;
$102,500 to $141,000 for a family of
four. The Mayor’s Office of Housing and
Community Development (MOHCD)
administers BMR housing programs,
with units offered based on AMI tables
in the year of the sale.
Mission Bay 9A LLC, a subsidiar y of Cur tis Development, and
Michael Simmons Property Development, Inc (MSPDI) are overseeing the
project in partnership with Young
Com mu nity Developers (YCD), a

• Over 35 years of
experience selling real
estate in San Francisco
• Over $350,000,000 in
sales in San Francisco

Bayview-based nonprofit.
“MB9A is a rare instance of an
all-Black developer team developing a relatively large project in San
Francisco,” said Michael Simmons,
MSPDI principal.
YCD’s focuses on job readiness
training. The organization has helped
develop affordable rental housing,
with a goal of eliminating displacement of local residents. MB9A marks
the nonprofit’s first collaboration on
homeownership.
“As an organization that takes
a holistic approach to servicing the
community, we couldn’t be more
thrilled to be a part of a development
being designed by Black-owned companies working alongside a Black-lead
com mu n ity-based organ ization,”
Dion-Jay Brookter, YCD executive
director, wrote in an email. “As we
aspire to create greater opportunities
for economic mobility within the City
and County of San Francisco, we do
so in partnership with the City, our
partners, donors and most importantly
the community. Collectively we are in
a better position to navigate complex
issues like housing and enhance the
impact of our services.”
The building’s design was preMISSION BAY continues on page 14

The past year has brought us all some
challenging times both personally and
professionally. Corcoran GL and I are happy
to offer a comprehensive Virtual Real Estate
Marketing Plan including the following:

• Top Producer at Corcoran
Global Living * since 1997
• Certified Residential
Specialist and Luxury
Home Marketing Specialist

Website with
virtual tours

Professional
photography with
3D tours of the
property

Drone video

Social media
marketing and
outreach

Detailed
floor plans

Safety measures in
place for all private
showings per SFAR
standards

• Neighborhood expertise
in Upper Market, Noe
Valley, Bernal Heights,
Glen Park, Pacific Heights,
Hayes Valley, and her own
neighborhood, Potrero Hill
• #1 Potrero Hill Agent for
Over 20 Years

Susan Olk
Top Producer, CRS, CLHMS
LIC# 00788097

415.279.8835 | SusanOlk@CorcoranGL.com
www.susanolk.com

*While doing business as Zephyr Real Estate. ©2021 Corcoran Global Living. All rights reserved. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Corcoran Global Living fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. This is not intended
as a solitication if you're working with another broker. Information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed.
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Hilltop removed on Rhode Island Street.

PHOTO: Steven Moss

Creating Excellence
with Integrity
la

ia s

ears li i

i the cit allo e her to poi t o t

the stre ths a
ra ac s of each of the ei h orhoo s
here e loo e . rom o r first co ersatio
ith la ia
a o t hat e ere loo i
for i a home
til the close of
escro
a

she

isor a

as a champio
a frie

.

oe a

of o r i terests a tr ste
lliso

la ia ha o r ac s the e tire a a
as a hi hl
s ille part er thro h the e er stressf l e otiatio a
closi
process... f o are co si eri
real estate i o e of
the most iffic lt mar ets i the co tr
o
a t la ia
at o r si e.
risti
.
Claudia Siegel, Realtor®
ertifie
esi e tial pecialist®
e ior eal state pecialist®
. .
cla ia.sie el compass.com
sfpotrerohillrealtor.com
cla iasie elsf
ompass is a lice se real estate ro er a a i es
al
o l . formatio is compile from so rces eeme relia le
o stateme t is ma e as to acc rac of a
escriptio . ll
retai i
the ser ices of a architect or e i eer. his is ot i

o si
pport it la s. ll material prese te herei is i te e for i formatio al p rposes
t is s ect to errors omissio s cha es i price co itio sale or ith ra
itho t otice.
meas reme ts a
s are foota es are appro imate.
act ime sio s ca
e o tai e
te e to solicit propert alrea liste .

MAY 2021 THE POTRERO VIEW

What’s Happening with
Real Estate on Potrero Hill?

As life has begun to return to normal, Potrero Hill buyers have been exceptionally active. Many singlefamily homes and condominiums are selling at strong prices with multiple offers as buyers take
advantage of low interest rates.
If you have been thinking of selling your home, now may be an excellent time to take advantage of
strong demand from buyers.

Sales Prices for All Potrero Hill Homes Sold in 2021*
1931 23rd Street.............. ................$1,535,000

421 Missouri Street........................$1,900,000

2337 25th Street.............................$900,000

615 Missouri Street........................$2,050,000

2345 25th Street.............................$1,210,000

430 Pennsylvania Avenue.........$1,350,000

319 Arkansas Street......................$1,950,000

467 Pennsylvania Avenue.........$1,425,000

1016 Carolina Street......................$1,241,000

1018 Pennsylvania Avenue.........$1,468,000

461 Connecticut Street................$1,800,000

548 Rhode Island Street..............$4,200,000

463 Connecticut Street...............$2,125,000

1088 Rhode Island Street............$1,730,000

1477 Kansas Street........................$1,525,000

1434 Rhode Island Street............$1,825,000

2325 Mariposa Street...................$1,275,000

1458 Rhode Island Street............$1,830,000

506 Mississippi Street...................$2,000,000

704 San Bruno Avenue................$1,840,000

626 Mississippi Street...................$1,395,000
The average sales price for a home on Potrero Hill this year has been $1,741,619
If you’d like a free report on the value of your home call Tim Johnson at 415-710-9000.

Tim Johnson
415.710.9000
tim@timjohnsonSF.com
www.timjohnsonSF.com
DRE 01476421

*Sales information as of April, 20, 2021
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Clayroom Molds its Future
BY ZOE TRIBUR

Whenever Catherine Rathsam
sinks her fingers into a ball of clay the
monotony and stress of the pandemic
momentarily dissolves, replaced by a
calm focus familiar to creatives everywhere. Rathsam engages in her art
at Clayroom SoMa, the latest addition
to San Francisco’s growing roster of
ceramic studios.
“It has been a lifesaver, because
otherwise I’d be stuck in a one-bedroom loft with my husband who is
working there all day long, who has
meetings and we’ve got two doors to the
bathroom and that’s it,” said Rathsam.
“I can’t imagine what it would be like if
I had to sit at home seven days a week.”
Clayroom SoMa, which shares coowner Neil Gershgorn with Clayroom
Potrero, started accepting members
and holding classes last summer after
initially opening in March 2020.
“It was probably the worst time
you could open a business, especially a
studio where the core offering is the antithesis of what people feel comfortable
with during a pandemic,” Gershgorn
remembered.
By the end of that first week,
Clayroom had cancelled classes and
issued refunds. Both studios closed
for several months. They lost revenue,
and members.
Clayroom SoMa is located on the
same block as the Stud, the legendary
LGBTQIA2+ bar, which sits empty
after shutting its doors last May. It
features a fully stocked woodworking
studio, with insurance needs that’re

quite different from Clayroom Potrero,
creating the need for legally separate
entities. As a new business Clayroom
SoMa is ineligible for government
assistance. To stay afloat, it briefly
rented pottery wheels for members to
use at home, and offered digital classes,
something that may continue.
“Things are okay now,” Gershgorn
said, “but our goal post wasn’t to do
well, but to survive; to come through
the pandemic and make sure that we’re
taking care of our
employe es a nd
providing a safe
environment.”
Jo n a h N u ñez, who has
worked as a tech
a nd teacher at
the Hill studio
since October, described working
at Clayroom in
the midst of COVID as “a dream.
Despite how terrible everything
has been going on
with the world, I feel like I’ve been just
constantly moving up. The first time I
stepped foot in here it was amazing.
Management is always trying to teach
us, not just management skills, but
also helping me to pony up my pottery
skills. It’s just good co-workers and
good members.”
“I don’t know what it was like before the pandemic,” concurred Jamie
Westermeyer, a Clayroom SoMa studio
manager and head of instruction for

both locations. “But so far it’s been
great.”
Even as the two Clayrooms struggle financially, Gershgorn and his two
partners, Dan Kang and Kevin Waller,
continued to hire staff. Ali Jenson, a
student at the Hill location since 2018,
now works parttime at the SoMa studio. Prior to joining Clayroom, Jenson
had never worked with clay before,
though it was something she always
wanted to do. That desire was enough
to prompt her to
deviate from her
career in the restaurant industry.
“A s a cook,
you don’t make a
lot of money and
you don’t have any
time off,” she said.
Jenson qu it
her cooking job
and worked partti me as a ba rtender to pay for
ceramic classes.
W hen the panPHOTO: Zoe Tribur
demic hit, Jenson
joined Clayroom as a member, renting
a pottery wheel to work at home.
“It’s been amazing,” she said.
Jenson wants to ultimately start a
commercial studio of her own specializing in dishware and other goods for
dining use.
“I really just want to share my food
in a way that’s a little different than
cooking,” she said.
“It’s been a struggle,” said Waller,
the second co-owner of the Hill studio,

“but people have been very supportive.”
Waller previously owned Clay
Underground on Eddy Street, which
closed in 2016. He said a big difference between the Clayroom and other
ceramic studios is the former’s interest
in social outreach. Waller created a
residency program that provides qualifying artists with a free three-month
membership. The program is intended
for people of color but is open to anyone
with a hunger for ceramic art and no
resources to pursue that passion.
Clayroom is unique among clay
studios in offering woodworking in its
SoMa studio.
“The wood room is something I’ve
never heard of in another studio, and
I think there are so many possibilities
with that,” said Lily Wikoff, a member
and studio tech, who worked as a
ceramics instructor and ran her own
ceramic jewelry business in South
Carolina for 12 years. “Some of the
employees, and even the founders, have
a tech background, so Clayroom has a
different way that it is organized than
I have seen before, which is awesome
because I do appreciate learning different things and different processes.”
“In college, everyone just had kind
of came in and put their ear plugs in
and did their own thing and left, but
here people are chatting and talking
about different techniques and just
interacting,” said Kelsey Segasser.
“Every time I come in here, I feel like
I’m just hanging out with friends.”
As Head of Instruction, Jamie WesCLAYROOM continues on page 15

COFFEE
IN THE

STREET

Come play in the streets every Friday
night through Sunday when 18th street
is closed to traffic. Enjoy a coffee, music
on the parklet and a game of corn hole!

Now OPEN 'til 8pm
Friday and Saturday!
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Dogpatch Paddle Club Wants to Land at Building 49
BY REBEKAH MOAN

During the public health crisis,
long-time Dogpatch resident Adam
Zolot rededicated himself to standup
paddle boarding. Living across the
street from the newly opened Crane
Cove Park, he no longer had to lug his
board to Pier 52, instead accessing the
Central Waterfront with ease. Zolot
saw the park as an opportunity to share
his extensive paddle boarding knowledge. Last September, he launched
the Dogpatch Paddle Club as a closed
group on Facebook; prospective participants have to request to join.
Within a month the group had
grown to 450 members. By January
it hit 600 followers. In March close to
800 people joined to share information,
safety tips, and paddle boarding route
ideas.
The Dogpatch Paddle Club is open
to San Francisco Bay Area residents
who are water sport enthusiasts:
paddle boarders, kayakers, rowers,
and canoers. Most group members live
within a few blocks of Crane Cove; 75
percent are Mission Bay, Dogpatch, or
Potrero Hill residents, according to
Zolot. They’re almost equally divided
between those aged 35 to 44 and 25
to 34.
“I love being part of this group,”
said Elisabetta Villani, a Sunset District resident. “What I like about the
paddle club is getting advice on gear
and standup paddle board-related topics. It’s a great way to meet new people
as well. I love the sense of belonging to
the paddle club even though it’s been
only a few weeks.”
Members share tips with one
another and have meetups. Last Halloween, upwards of 40 people paddled
together while wearing costumes.
Meetups shriveled in the winter, but
Zolot will restart hosting free monthly
gatherings at Crane Cove Park this
month.
On Sundays, the paddle club offers beginner group lessons at 11 a.m.,
intermediate group trainings at 1 p.m.,

PHOTO: Rebekah Moan

during which participants are taught
how to properly paddle board, with the
proper stance, and taken on a route.
Zolot or another instructor teaches
the lesson, which costs $59. Renting a
board is an extra $15.
“It’s a sport that anybody can do,”
Zolot said. “It doesn’t have as steep a
learning curve as some other water
sports.”
Camps are offered during the
spring and the summer. A typical day
starts at 9 a.m. with eight- to 15-yearolds debriefing the previous day, playing games, and stretching in groups
of five. Participants paddle from 10
a.m. until about 11:30 a.m., eat lunch,
play in the park, and paddle again at
1 p.m., with the day ending at 3 p.m.
The Monday through Friday camp
costs $649. Within days of launching,
camps for this summer are two-thirds
sold out, according to Zolot.
The group lessons and camps led to
a new commercial venture for Zolot. In
the before times, he ran a wine country
tourism business, which shuttered during the public health crisis.
“My entrepreneurial side said, ‘If
there’s demand, maybe this is my next
venture,’” he told the View. “I started
to test the waters, doing lessons on the
weekends, and decided this was something I wanted to dive deeper into.”
Zolot wants to lease Building 49

C��� �� ���� �� � ����������
����� I�������� F���� C��������

ST. TERESA OF AVILA
CATHOLIC CHURCH

from the San Francisco Port to house
his new enterprise. The long-vacant
structure is part of the Pier 70 Union
Irons Works Historic District. The
Port is interested in rehabilitating and
repurposing it for use as a public facility. Zolot is working with the Dogpatch
Neighborhood Association, Potrero
Boosters, and local architects to craft
a reuse proposal to submit to the Port.
Zolot envisions launching three
efforts from the edifice: the free
Dogpatch Paddle Club, a commercial
Dogpatch Paddle LLC, and eventually
a Certified B Corporation that marries
purpose and profit.
“The club as I see it is always
free,” Zolot said. “It will always be
information rich, always about sharing
and connecting people in community. I
don’t want that to ever change.”
Dogpatch Paddle LLC would use
Building 49 as a node for water sport
lessons, equipment rentals, sales, and

storage, replacing a temporary location
on 18th Street. If the Port approves
Zolot’s request to use the structure
commercially, people with their own
equipment will be able to store it there
and upgrade to a club membership
to use the facilities: lockers, showers,
studio space, fitness classes, and other
amenities like food and beverages.
People without equipment could rent
it from Dogpatch Paddle.
The Port is presently accepting proposal for building use and expects to
select a tenant by the end of the month.
Eventually, Zolot wants Dogpatch
Paddle LLC to serve under-resourced
communities. Scholarships are already
available for paddle board summer
camps; Zolot intends to create afterschool programs, collaborate with
other neighborhood organizations, and
donate a percentage of his company’s
profits to support clean water projects.
“First and foremost, we’re for, of,
and by the community,” Zolot said.
“There’s something for everyone.”

WANTED:
Freelance
Writers
Modest base pay,
interesting assignments.
Please contact:
editor@potreroview.net

Wendy
Watkins

POTRERO HILL
2020 TOP PRODUCER
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OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES
Saturdays @ 4:15pm
Sundays @ 10:00am
Check our website for the
most current guidelines
to a�end Mass.
We are livestreaming all Masses.
Please visit our website for the
link to access livestream.

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:15 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am

������� ������

Tuesday
Friday

8:30 am
8:30 am

WE ND Y WATK IN S

I am extremely grateful to all of

REALTOR® LIC# 01854549
WendyWatkins@CorcoranGL.com
415.367.5997

my clients, from first time home
buyers to savvy sellers. I will
continue to work tirelessly to

www. StTeresaSF.org
������ ������

Thank you for your support!

������ �������������� �������
390 Missouri St
San Francisco, CA 9410
415.285.52 2

St Teresa of Avila’s Church
is an EPA ENERGY STAR®
cer��ed building.

WE S F R E A S

help you navigate the complex

REALTOR® LIC# 013122854

world of real estate, both on the

WesFreas@CorcoranGL.com
415.518.6538

Hill and throughout the City.

WesandWendyHomes.com
©2021 Corcoran Global Living. All rights reserved. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Corcoran Global Living fully supports the
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. This is not intended as a solitication if you're working with another broker.
Information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed.
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COMMUNITY | MAY
including a catered dinner by
acclaimed San Francisco-based chef
Michael Tusk; and a stay at an historic,
never-before-rented Sea Ranch home
designed by Charles Moore and
William Turnbull, Jr. Bidding opens
May 7, 9 a.m. For more information:
https://bit.ly/3tPfcTo.
In-person
Saturday 5/8
Flora: Spring Plant Swap
Share your houseplant hobby with
San Francisco’s plant community. How
it works: bring a plant, get sticker(s)
based on the number and size of
plants, bid for other plants using
sticker(s), leave with a new plant(s).
More plants = more stickers. Hosted
by Seed and Soul Club. $15, comes
with individually wrapped pie and
coffee. Attendance capped at 50.
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. South Park.
For more information: https://bit.
ly/3dQjZ1a.
Virtual and In-person
Sunday 5/9
Best wishes to Moms everywhere.

Ben Aronson. Sun on the Bay, 2021, oil on panel, 48 x 48 inches

Virtual
Saturday 5/1 through Sunday 5/9
Literature: Bay Area Book Festival
From a civil rights activist who wrote
what Van Jones called “the book we
have been waiting for,” to a Nobel
laureate known as “an artist without
ego,” there’s something for every
reader. $15 to $120. Youth events:
free with registration. For more
information: https://bit.ly/3eVAYyL

IMAGE: Courtesy of Jenkins Johnson Gallery

Virtual
Friday 5/7 through Saturday 5/15
Art: California College of the Arts’
2021 Gala Auction
CCA’s auction features work from 16
artists — many of them alumni or past
and present faculty — including Viola
Frey, David Maisel, Robert Motherwell,
Manuel Neri, Terry St. John, Wayne
Thiebaud, and Lava Thomas. On offer
are premium private experiences,

Virtual
Monday 5/10 through Sunday 5/30
Theater: Playground Zoom Fest
Playground offers its second annual
ZoomFest, with live-streamed new
works. Free. All performances begin
at 7 p.m. For more information and
to reserve your spot: https://bit.
ly/3vgya5M.
In-person
Tuesday 5/11
Flora: San Francisco Botanical Garden
The Botanical Garden is one of the
world’s most diverse. A unique urban
oasis in Golden Gate Park, with 55
acres of landscaped gardens and

open spaces, showcasing more
than 9,000 different kinds of plants.
Free for San Franciscans with proof
of residency. For more information:
https://bit.ly/3tQhh1s.
Virtual and In-person
Thursday 5/13 through Sunday 5/23
Film: CAAMFest
The Center for Asian American
Media (CAAM) presents stories that
convey the richness and diversity of
Asian American experiences. Its 39th
festival reflects a hybrid of drive-in
experiences, live virtual screenings,
events and 80+ films on CAAMFest
on-demand. $8 to $90. For more
information: https://bit.ly/3xnX3yg.
Virtual
Saturday 5/15 through Friday 7/2
Art: “Sightlines”
Ben Aronson, one of America’s
most respected and evocative urban
landscape painters, synthesizes the
gestural energy of emotionally
charged abstract expressionist
brushwork with the observational
precision of contemporary realism.
Building from studies created en
plein air, Aronson’s specificity and
attention to light and shadow,
transport viewers to a precise
location and moment in time.
Opening reception May 15, 12 p.m.,
includes a virtual exhibition walkthrough via Instagram with
Aronson in dialogue with Karen
Jenkins-Johnson. Free. Presented
by the Jenkins Johnson Gallery,
Minnesota Street Project, 1275
Minnesota Street. For more
information: https://bit.ly/3ewVZ2e.

CALENDAR continues on next page
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In-person
Wednesday 5/26
Literature: Hamnet
Join the Mission Bay Book Club for
an outdoor discussion of Maggie
O’Farrell’s award-winning novel.
Drawing on the author’s fascination
with the little-known story behind
Shakespeare’s most enigmatic
play, Hamnet is a luminous portrait
of a marriage, at its heart the loss
of a beloved child. 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Free. Spark Social SF, 601
Mission Bay Boulevard, North, picnic
table in the back, by the soccer field.
Masks required.
Virtual
Thursday 5/27/21
Music: “Patti Smith: Rock ‘n Roll Poet”
Starting as a poet in New York’s
underground in the early-1970s, Patti
Smith brought the new wave into
the mainstream with her 1975 debut
album, Horses. Over the last half of
the 1970s, she merged poetry with
forceful rock and charismatic live
performances. This 2.5 hour minicourse will celebrate her unlikely
journey with audio and video clips,
some rare, of Smith from the 1970s
to the present. $29. 10 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Presented by Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute at San Francisco
State University. For more information
about OLLI’s classes, free lectures,
interest groups and how to register:
https://olli.sfsu.edu/
In-person
Saturday 5/29
Sports: “Fore the Ladies”
Introduction to Golf Clinic
For those who’ve never picked up a
golf club or have minimal experience
with the game, but want to give
it a try. Don’t have golf clubs? No
problem, sets will be available. $45.
Includes beverages and instruction.
2 to 4 p.m. TPC Harding Park, 99
Harding Road. For more information:
https://bit.ly/3ey41rX. To register for
the event: https://bit.ly/3esaGDP
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Artist Anahid Aslanyan Makes Magic
B Y J U DY G O D D E S S

Potrero Hill artist, Anahid Aslanyan, described her style as “modern
mysticism, art that comes from the
spirit and explores the dream universe
of the soul…intuitive, a magical process
translating my emotional truths into
color and form.”
Aslanyan works with acrylics, aqua
oils, mixed media, collage, and found
objects. Nature often inspires her, with
music and mediation as her muse.
“I let her take me where she wants.
I like ambiguity in art so each viewer
can see what speaks to them.”
Aslanyan was born in Iran to
Armenian parents. Her mother’s family fled Armenia 450 years ago; her
father’s escaped after the Turks took
over Armenia in the 19th Century. She
emigrated to the United States in 1969,
joining her parents in Florida.
Unable to find a job – “when
employers heard I was Iranian they
thought I had horns growing out of
my head” – her older sister’s description of life in the Bay Area convinced
Aslanyan and her brother to relocate to
San Francisco.
Aslanyan fondly remembers her
years in the Goodman building, an
artists’ commune located on Geary
Boulevard from which the creatives
were evicted in 1983. Aslanyan is one
of the few artists from the old building
renting space in “Goodman 2” on 18th
and Arkansas streets. She misses the
larger community of fellow artists but
appreciates the garden, which is “ideal
for meditating.”
A San Francisco Art Institute

Anahid Aslanyan.

PHOTO: Judy Goddess

graduate, Aslanyan has exhibited
pieces in Armenia and the Czech Republic. Her work can presently be seen
at Collage Gallery, on 18th Street, and

in the lobby of the Goodman 2 building,
“Art making connects me to my
soul and spirit,” she said.

Bespoke flowers designed to
make any occasion special.
1411 18th Street, San Francisco, CA • www.bellandtrunk.com

ON-CAMPUS

From Red...
to Yellow...
to Reopening!

July 7–August 3
(4 weeks):

Architecture
Artist as Activist
Comics
Creative Writing
Drawing

As the city begins to reopen, so do the doors! The market is
shifting just as interest rates begin to rise. City-wide we see
rising prices and fewer days on the market — which means a
hot, competitive market. My last listing sold in 7 days!
This is opportunity time for both Buyers and
Sellers — especially on the Hill. I’m here to help
make the changing market work for you!

Make friends.
Make art.
Commute to campus
or learn virtually!

Interior Design
Painting
ONLINE

Earn 3 college credits

June 28–July 30
(5 weeks):

Animation 2D/ 3D
Comics

Your Agent for Good.

©2021 Corcoran Global Living. All rights reserved. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Corcoran Global Living fully supports the
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. This is not intended as a solicitation if you're working with another broker.
Information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed.

Industrial Design

For high school students who
are completing their sophomore,
junior, or senior year

Melinda Lee

e-Pro, SRES | Lic. #01344377
melinda@melindalee.realtor
415.336.0754 | melindalee.realtor
4040 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114

Illustration

Fashion Design
Space is limited.
Apply now:

Game Design
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Museum of Craft and Design Exhibits About Time
BY MAX BLUE

Two exhibitions are on view at
the Museum of Craft and Design
in Dogpatch, with clocked entries,
adherence to public health guidelines,
and 3D tours available online. The
shows explore a common theme: the
passage of time.
Encoded Holidays is a retrospective look at a 30-year collaboration
between Bay Area designers Gary
Hutton and Tom Bonauro. Beginning
in 1987, the two produced an annual
Christmas card for friends and collectors which often took the form of
a small-scale “sculpture-in-a-box.”
The cards’ content was frequently
inspired by Buddhist koans, spiritual
riddles meant to prompt meditative
reflection. Designs were intentionally
vague, combining found images with
soundbites that didn’t offer immediate
meaning, but rather food for thought.
Their 1990 card, Candle and Jewels, consisted of a four-piece puzzle
loaded with subtle Buddhist imagery
and the words “something for the
future.” In 2015, Random Pattern
featured twenty slips of mostly blank
cardboard.
Larger in size and scope, Design
by Time showcases examinations
of time by more than twenty highprofile creators and design studios located around the world. The works are
grouped into three categories: “Time
Visualized,” “Time Performed,” and
“Time as Creator.” A noticeable theme
throughout is the way in which time,
and its effects, can be seen at work on
the human body and in nature.
In Afterlife, 2009, James Auger and

Top: from “Design By Time”; Bottom: from “Encoded Holidays”

PHOTOS: Henrik Lam

Jimmy Loizeau imagine a machine
that can convert energy expelled by
a decomposing corpse into a dry cell
battery, the battery then used to power
items for the deceased’s loved ones. The
piece’s beauty is in the objects on display: an electric toothbrush, flashlight,
Christmas ornament, and dildo. Each
object is accompanied by a sentimental
text in which participants explain why
they wanted to power the object after
death: to keep a lover’s breath fresh; to
light someone’s way.
At first glance, Bartholomäus
Traubeck’s Years, 2011, is a turntable
bearing an unusual record: a slab
of a tree trunk resembling its vinyl
counterpart. On closer inspection, the
record player’s needle has been modified to house a digital tool capable of
collecting data from the tree’s rings.
This information – growth rate; texture
– is then translated into piano music.
By compressing years into minutes,
Traubeck’s device makes time travelers
of its viewers, as we listen to music the
tree created decades ago.
The mutability of time is further
explored in A Million Times 80 Copper,
2017, by Swedish design studio Humans
Since 1982. The piece consists of a large
copper plate featuring eighty clock
faces, their hands spinning randomly,
without any correlation to actual time.
The effect from a distance is of an undulating metal surface. Up close, one or
more of the clocks can be caught telling
time accurately for an instant, before
spinning on, running backwards, or
freezing altogether.
Our notion of time has been tested
MCD continues on next page

1 million meals delivered.
100% clean miles driven.
Over the past year, Cruise partnered with the San Francisco-Marin Food Bank
and SF New Deal to use its fleet of all-electric, self-driving vehicles to deliver
more than 1,000,000 meals to San Franciscans in need. 158,000 of these meals
were delivered to families in Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, Mission Bay and SoMa.
To learn more, reach out to us at: community@getcruise.com.
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MCD from previous page

over the last year. It slowed during
shelter-in-place. Businesses constantly
changed their opening hours with each
new public health order. Like a Zen
koan, Design by Time offers viewers
the space and inspiration to contemplate time’s movement, and our place
in it, just as the world begins to speed
back up.
Both exhibitions are on view
through August 15, 2021.

SMALL BUSINESSES from front page

ments, will help keep small businesses
intact and thriving.”
“This is such a unique opportunity,” said Maryo Mogannam, president of the San Francisco Council
of District Merchant Associations
(CDMA), through which funds will be
distributed. “People always want to
help small businesses but are not sure
how. This grant will allow us to move
fast, at the speed small businesses need
assistance. There is no deadline per
se, as to when each association must
spend the money by. We will discuss a
timeline with each applicant.”
“Fifty thousand dollars per neighborhood is a staggering amount in
comparison to the relatively meager
budgets funded by our membership
dues,” said Mark Dwight, DBA board
member and Rickshaw Bagworks
founder. “We hope to invest the funds
in low-maintenance, long-lasting communal assets, such as outdoor furniture
and a public art installation.”
According to Dwight, DBA might
collaborate with the Dogpatch and
Northwest Potrero Hill Green Benefit
District for “additional financial lever-

age, expertise and creativity. We are
discussing projects that can enhance
our public spaces to attract locals,
and ultimately tourists, to visit our
neighborhood restaurants, bars and
retailers.”
“We’d like to use the money to identify commercial corridors with street
banners and perhaps brand the neighborhood with attractive signage,” said
Keith Goldstein, PDMA president. “We
also hope to increase internet access
and social media outreach to welcome
customers as the City reopens.”
During the public health crisis,
the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFTMA) implemented
Slow Streets – erecting signage and
barricades to minimize through vehicle
traffic – on Mariposa from Kansas to
Mississippi streets, and Minnesota from
Mariposa to 22nd streets. SFMTA may
make these sections permanent, deploying resident and user surveys to assess
whether Slow Streets restrictions are
effective, identify operational issues,
and determine whether there’s support
for post-pandemic restrictions.
According to Goldstein, PDMA
wants 18th Street to be closed from 4
to 10 p.m. on Fridays and 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on weekends. The Association may
use grant funds to hire a monitor and
create signage.
“We’d be thrilled to extend our way
of safe and socially distanced gathering.
We’d offer more seating in the closed
part of 18th Street near our café and
the nearby parklet,” said Amy Hillyard,
Farley’s Coffee co-owner. “We’d like to
host popup shops for makers, as well as
potentially have a hopscotch area, live
music, and family-oriented activities.”
According to Robin Abad Ocubillo,
Shared Spaces Program director, the
designated area of 18th Street has nar-

Green Benefit District
Volunteer Opportunities are coming up. We are gardening, planting,
cleaning, building fences. Sign up at info@Greenbenefit.org to be notified
of upcoming events.
2021/22 Budget Planning is underway now through early June. If you have
ideas for improvements in the district, let us know! GreenBenefit.org.

Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association
Be in the know. Meet your neighbors. Make the Potrero a better place. We’re
meeting virtually on the last Tuesday of each month at 7pm. Go to www.
potreroboosters.org for details.

Starr King Open Space
Please join our monthly volunteer days on the second Saturday of the
month from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This month it is May 8th. We need all
the volunteers we can get to help remove the foxtails and get the area
cleaned up.
Also, feel free to join our monthly meetings which are open to the public,
done via zoom for now, the third Monday of the month at 7 pm. This month
it is Monday, May 17th. Check the website for the Zoom link.
If you can, please donate to help keep Starr King Open Space open,
accessible and well maintained for our neighbors.
www.starrkingopenspace.org

First Saturdays in Dogpatch: A neighborhood-wide event held monthly
Explore neighborhood shops, enjoy great food and drink, discover maker
market at Center Hardware and 1234 Indiana Street, be inspired at gallery
openings at Minnesota Street Project. All this and more when it is safe to
gather again. Meantime, please visit LoveDogpatch.com
For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact production@potreroview.net

row sidewalks. Closing it to vehicles
will give pedestrians more room to
circulate. Abad-Ocubillo said that
municipal staff will collaborate to
create a site plan for temporary street
closures to ensure vehicles are diverted
appropriately.
Closing segments of 18th Street,
such as between Connecticut and
Texas streets, won’t impact public
transit service. “The 22-Fillmore bus
line no longer runs along 18th Street
in Potrero, but...on 16th Street. The
intersection of Connecticut Street and
18th Street would remain open. There
would be no impact to the 55-Dogpatch
bus line between 16th Street and 20th
Street,” said Abad-Ocubillo.
He said the City expects businesses
to enforce physical distancing and face
covering rules.
“Within [the] state of emergency,
Shared Spaces permits are issued in
six-month increments. The current
batch [will expire] at the end of June
2021. If it seems likely the state of local
emergency will continue past June 2021,
then permits for compliant operators in
good standing would be extended yet
again,” said Abad-Ocubillo.
In March, Breed introduced legislation to make Shared Spaces a
permanent program, with permit fees
deferred until June 2022. Future fee
costs haven’t been announced.
CDMA and many southeastern
district merchant associations have
never previously received a charitable
donation. In 2019 and 2020 some associations received grants from Google.
org, Google’s nonprofit arm. PDMA was
awarded $1,500 in 2019, which it used
to fund operations. DBA was given
$1,500 in 2020.
“It has not been used yet, as our
association has been dormant during
the pandemic,” said Dwight.
“Fortunately, PDMA is already
set up as a 501(c)(6), a tax-exempt
nonprofit. We do not have to make
legal changes to our organization’s
status to receive and use the money,”
said Goldstein. “The majority of our
members are B2B businesses, such as
consultants. We are looking into ways
to spend the money that would benefit
them as well.”
“Several of our beloved small
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businesses have closed permanently,
including Triple Voodoo Brewery,
Industrious Life, and Workshop, said
Dwight. “Our commercial corridor is
small, so every closure has a profound
impact. With those closures we lost a
few of our most active small business
advocates. The rest of us have been
hunkered down in survival mode. It
will take some time for us to regroup.
This funding opportunity will no doubt
help restore optimism and provide
some extra incentive to re-energize
our Dogpatch Business Association
membership.”
Ulrich “Ubi” Simpson is the creative director of Mi Cocina, Inc., a
design company based at Pier 54
that creates kitchen and home good
products made of denim. Simpson, a
Cow Hollow resident, is glad Avenue
Greenlight will benefit such businesses
as Farley’s Coffee, which vends his
products.
“Farley’s now carries a wide variety of our kitchen items from aprons,
potholders, and napkins to knife rolls.
When they are able to showcase what
we create, our local community benefits,” said Simpson.
Alex Tamura, co-founder of Noble
& Co., which makes scented soy wax
candles, wants PDMA to use the funds
to increase foot traffic on 18th Street.
Farley’s Coffee also offers its products.
“Our company, founded by me,
Haley Kannall, Julie Noble, and Will
Noble, is based in Potrero Hill. All our
candles are developed, poured, and
packed right here in the neighborhood.
We’re so excited and grateful to be
showcased in a local business alongside
so many other talented artisans and
businesses,” said Tamura. “Holding
open street events would give local
makers the opportunity to connect with
customers face-to-face.
Henry Karnilowicz is South of
Market Business Association (SOMBA)
vice president and owner of Occidental
Express, a building codes consultancy.
SOMBA is defined by SoMa’s boundaries; Market Street to the northwest, the
Bay to the northeast, Mission Creek
to the southeast, and Division Street,
13th Street, and Highway 101 to the
SMALL BUSINESSES continues on page 15
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P3 from front page

An underground pump station at
Fourth and Channel streets will move
water to belowground storage at P3.
From there the water will travel to
the basins to be naturally cleansed,
then flow out to the channel. A similar
bioswale can be found at Bayfront
Mariposa Park, along Terry Francois
Boulevard, between Mariposa and
Illinois streets.
“Plant species will transition in
character from the water’s edge to
the building façade. They each have
different roles to play at the channel,
in the basins and at the townhomes,”
said Willet Moss, partner at CMG
Landscape Architecture, a South-ofMarket firm contracted to design plant
palettes for P3.
Plantings will predominantly be
native and include pollinator species
and florae that support bird life,
including yarrow. Salt marsh species
will cover the channel bank. By One
Mission Bay’s townhomes, which have
private patios bordering the park, native evergreen shrubs like ceanothus
and coffeeberry will be cultivated.
These species can withstand the challenges of an urban environment, such
as dogs and cats. Trees will include
native oaks and willows.
The permit to develop the park
was issued in mid-2019; construction
commenced that fall. Pre-pandemic,
P3 was anticipated to be substantially
complete by the end of last year. It’s
now expected to open this fall.
“Construction paused briefly in
early spring 2020, then recommenced
safely, albeit slowly, under the new
public health and safety guidelines,”

Stewart said, referencing COVID-19
protocols for construction work.
Mission Bay Wine & Cheese, which
opened at 114 Channel Street in 2019,
will have a patio on the park near
Fourth Street, where wine, cheese,
cured meat sampler plates, and sandwiches will be offered. The shop
recently reopened for indoor dining,
said general manager Chris Rivera.
New Belgium Brewing of San
Francisco starts pouring this month on
Third Street, with indoor and outdoor
seating and craft beers brewed onsite.
The 250-room SOMA Mission Bay Hotel, at 100 Channel Street, is scheduled
to open this summer.
The Dahlia School of San Francisco, a daycare and preschool for
children 18 months to six years old,
anticipates opening this fall. It’s leased
a 3,343 square foot storefront at Fourth
and Channel and is awaiting licensing
approval. It’ll be a Montessori school,
with subsidized tuition available to
low- to moderate-income families
through the City’s Early Learning
Scholarship program. Total enrollment
is planned at 36 children; a dozen in
the toddler community, up to age three,
and, depending upon COVID restrictions, two pods of 12 older kids. Mission
Bay resident Lindsey Barnes, founder
and executive director, said proximity
to the park will be incorporated into
programming, which will include taking children on walks.
“We like to integrate going out with
field trips for the children, take them
out in small groups and poke around
and talk about the wildlife that’s out
there. Just sitting inside, the children
and staff will look out into nature,”
Barnes said, noting the floor to ceiling

ing I have access to all of their resources, they’ve done a great job with
to-go, and while I don’t mind going to
Excelsior it will be nice to have Potrero
back,” he said.
Fourteen branches are now open
for curbside pickup, including Mission
Bay. SFPL is also fielding bookmobiles
as a way to maintain access. Launched
initially as a partnership with the
San Francisco Unified School District, bookmobiles offer popup pickup
library services, including at John
O’Connell High School at 20th and
Folsom streets. In addition, patrons can
make online and telephone requests for
books to be mailed directly to them.
Non-English-speaking people can use
the library’s tip line to connect with
Cantonese-, Mandarin-, Spanish-, and
Tagalog-speaking staff.
San Franciscans can request that a
personalized Librarian-curated list be
created for them. As part of the Biblio
Boutique program, readers complete
a short form to identify their favorite
books and movies, and are provided a
list of recommendations, which can be
ordered for curbside pickup or downloaded digitally.
According to Feldman, during the
public health crisis, SFPL expanded
digital programming, which, as a result
of enthusiastic community response,
is likely to continue post-pandemic.
Storytime, book clubs, and lectures
are broadcast virtually and can be
viewed flexibly. Readers can access a
cornucopia of e-books and audiobooks,
research databases, online discussions,
and classes through the web.
According to Lambert, limited

plate glass windows that face P3. “The
sociological aspect of being in nature
has benefits, stimulates creativity and
imagination. It’ll be a real benefit
for them to enjoy the view of nature.
Parents will appreciate the drop off
and pickup experience. Being at the
park invites them to get to know one
another and continue building community and neighbor relationships with
one another.”
“We’ll have moms hanging out next
door, why not have a wine bar next
door? It’ll be perfect for us,” Rivera
said.
Toby Levine, a 16-year resident of
Berry Street and Mission Bay Citizens’
Advisory Committee member, said
that apart from a stretch under the
Interstate 280 overpass on the southside of Mission Creek that remains
unimproved, the neighborhood will
have a picturesque circuitous course
for urban hikers.
“The new park will be a nearcompletion of the plan that circles
Mission Creek,” Levine said. “Mission
Creek had its beginning at Seventh
and Berry where it emptied into what
was Mission Bay. Once it’s finished,
we’ll have this beautiful circular
route around the creek which is what
remains of the original Mission Bay.
It’ll serve the neighborhood very well.”

LIBRARY from front page

ago, they watched the branch being
demolished and rebuilt. During the
pandemic Lashinsky relied on the
Excelsior branch to pick-up materials
curbside.
“It gives me a warm feeling know-

LIBRARY continues on next page

More Library Services—Visit our
Express In-person Library Services
or Front-Door Pick-Up
SFPL To Go
MONDAY – FRIDAY

CHINATOWN 1135 Powell Street

•

ORTEGA 3223 Ortega Street

•

VISITACION VALLEY 201 Leland Avenue

TUESDAY – SATURDAY

Browse & Bounce,

10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

EXPRESS IN-PERSON SERVICES

MONDAY – SATURDAY

10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

•

on.sfpl.org/reopening

SUNDAY
•

10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
12 – 5:30 p.m.

MAIN LIBRARY 100 Larkin Street (Opening May 3)

MONDAY – FRIDAY

10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

•

CHINATOWN 1135 Powell Street (Opening May 17)

•

ORTEGA 3223 Ortega Street (Opening June 21)

•

RICHMOND 351 9th Avenue (Opening June 21)

•

VISITACION VALLEY 201 Leland Avenue (Opening June 21)

•

ANZA 550 37th Avenue

•

BAYVIEW 5075 Third Street

•

EXCELSIOR 4400 Mission Street

•

EUREKA VALLEY 1 José Sarria Court

•

MARINA 1890 Chestnut Street

•

MERCED 155 Winston Drive

•

EXCELSIOR 4400 Mission Street (Opening June 22)

•

MISSION BAY 960 Fourth Street

•

MISSION BAY 960 Fourth Street (Opening May 18)

•

PARK 1833 Page Street

•

PORTOLA 380 Bacon Street

•

POTRERO 1616 20th Street

•

WEST PORTAL 190 Lenox Way

MONDAY – SATURDAY
SUNDAY
•

TUESDAY – SATURDAY

SFPL To Go-Go
TUE & THURS, 2 – 6 p.m.
•

MISSION Bookmobile
John O’Connell High

•

OMI Bookmobile
Jose Ortega Elementary

10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
12 – 5:30 p.m.

MAIN LIBRARY 100 Larkin Street

10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

•

RICHMOND Bookmobile
Roosevelt Middle School

Questions? Just ask! Call (415) 557-4400 for general assistance.

WED, 2 – 6 p.m.
•

TREASURE ISLAND
Bookmobile
Avenue H and 11th Street

•

OMI Bookmobile
Catholic Charities
50 Broad Street
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LIBRARY from previous page

in-person services at the Main facility
in Civic Center will become available
on May 3. The Mission Bay Branch will
follow suit on May 18, with cascading
branch openings through the summer
as San Francisco moves from yellow
– less than one daily case per 100,000
people – into the green tier.

PUBLISHER’S VIEW from page 2

conveying the importance of prudence
and purity, with the slogan “mi-zaru,
kika-zaru, iwa-zaru” – no seeing, no
hearing, no speaking – a pun on saru,
Japanese for monkey. In Europe, some
figurines depict the first two monkeys
as peeping and listening, the third
with a finger on his lips, reflecting the
Middle Ages proverb “hear all, see all,
say nowt.” Statuettes of the monkeys
become popular in the United States in
the early 20th century, carried as lucky
charms by World War I soldiers. Their
meaning became sarcastic, calling out
selfishness, cowardice, and willful
ignorance of wrongdoing.
On a recent visit to my parents, I
asked my 87-year-old father if he still
had the monkeys. He said he did and
told me he’d received them from his
father, new information that reinforced
their potency. They were sitting on a
different desk in a different bedroom,
having been moved at least twice since
I first encountered them in my elementary school home.
Though far from childhood, I felt a
familiar tug as I entered into the forbidden sanctuary of the master bedroom.
And there they were, the same three

monkeys, in the same pose, sitting on
my father’s messy desk. See no evil,
hear no evil, say no evil.
Except they weren’t the same at
all. The monkeys had aged. They were
shriveled, chipped, and looked depressed. Worse, they sat on a platform
with a large hostile slogan, “Don’t
Monkey with Anything on This Desk.” I
hadn’t recalled this element. It was like
encountering a tortured Jesus, nailed
to the door of a closet, alongside a sign
that said, “Bless These Clothes and Stay
the Hell Out!”
Grownups are familiar with the
feeling that things, or people, first encountered in childhood are sometimes
much smaller than remembered. It’s a
trick of perspective. When we’re little
the world around us is super large.
It wasn’t just that with the monkeys,
though. It was as if the burden of
carrying their message, plying their
magic, over two lifetimes – my father’s
and grandfather’s – had worn them
out. More than a century worth of evil
to block out, to not speak of. It was too
much, made worse by their mundane
unscripted duty of guarding the desk
against intruders.
At least that’s what I prefer to
believe. The monkeys are enchanted.
Perhaps, as time continues its ceaseless
flow, evil will subside, the chimpanzees
will be able to open their orifices to see,
hear and chatter about the goodness
in the world. They’ll grow back to my
memory’s size, maybe even larger.
Why, though, had the apes leapt
into my consciousness? A clue might
be my father’s revelation that the figures had been his father’s, though he
didn’t know how he’d acquired them.
Perhaps they’re part of a patrilineal

PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE FIRST
CARBON-NEUTRAL HEALTH SYSTEMS IN THE U.S.
Kaiser Permanente continues its longstanding commitment to environmental
sustainability and efforts to help slow climate change.
To reach this milestone we improved energy efficiency in our buildings, installed
on-site solar power, purchased new renewable energy generation, and invested
in carbon offsets with strong health benefits to counter unavoidable emissions.
This move to carbon neutrality eliminates our annual carbon footprint and helps
improve conditions for healthier communities. Learn more at: kp.org/green.

line, handed down, metaphorically or
otherwise, through the ages, magical
effigies to remind each new son of
whatever message the primate trinity
have to offer.
Three chimpanzees, collectively
covering one set of eyes, one set of ears
and a mouth. The Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost? Harmony, resurrection,
and completeness? Together they are
one, with complete faculties. Maybe
so too, are my grandfather, father, and
me. I am the monkeys, and they are me.

SAN BRUNO AVE from page 3

Under current zoning restrictions
1458 San Bruno Avenue can only be used
for housing. Goode said he’s willing to
sell the property for less than what he
could garner by developing it, but no
affordable housing developer has expressed interest in purchasing the site.
“Either directly or through brokers,
we have been in contact with Bridge
Housing, Mission Housing, the City of
San Francisco, the Mayor’s Office on
Housing, and others,” Goode said. “I
am sure there were others, but that is
a partial list off the top of my head.”
Affordable housing development
depends on public sector financing,
according to James Abrams, a land use
attorney working with the Goode family. The City wasn’t interested when the
Goodes offered the site for a homeless
navigation center.
“In terms of the City purchasing
this property to expand the park, or
purchasing the property to provide
affordable housing, those are all things
we’re open to,” Abram said. “We’ve
made good faith efforts and they
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haven’t been fruitful.”
“This is a persistent theme; that
the owners are victims of other people’s
incompetence,” Pudup said. “That’s the
narrative.”
Meeting participants also expressed concern about a new building
casting shadows on Potrero del Sol
Park.
“Sol, sun, it’s very important to us
and why we had this park built,” said
Roberto Hernandez, a Mission District
resident. “We don’t want any shadows
at all. Absolutely none.”
“Sol is Spanish for sun and it’s in
the name of the park,” said Potrero Hill
resident Noelle Catarineu. “Shadowing
is a major issue. The reason people
go to the park is to be out in the sun.
That park is different than Dolores
Park or Golden Gate Park; it’s a local
community park. If this project was
proposed next to those other parks, this
development would not be approved.”
Goode’s team conducted several
shadow studies. The San Francisco
Planning Department will independently perform another. Existing
shadow studies indicate that, by and
large, shading from the building will
fully recede by noon or earlier depending on the time of the year.
“Some people want absolutely no
shadows in the park, but the benchmark we used is basically what’s in
the Easter n Neighborhood s Plan
Environmental Impact Report, which
is to have shadows less than what a
40-foot building would cast,” Goode
said. “Cumulatively, these shadows
are much less than a 40-foot building.”
A small portion of the park would
SAN BRUNO AVE continues on page 15
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CLASSIFIED ADS

NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES

Freelance Writers Wanted

Child Care

Modest pay, interesting assignments.
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

College Division 3 lacrosse player,
wilderness first responder - certified,
available for lacrosse and soccer
coaching and outdoor adventures.
$20/hour. Contact Sara by phone
or text: 415.872.2254

Muir Beach Studio and House
Walking distance to the beach,
with the crashing waves visible and
audible. No need to interact with
anyone but your lovely selves.
Studio: Cozy studio comfortable for
two-people. Includes kitchenette and
private patio. $175/night plus cleaning
fee, two-night minimum. Editor@
potreroview.net or 415.643.9578.
House: Three bedrooms, two full
baths, with two decks. $350/night,
three-night minimum. Editor@
potreroview.net or 415.643.9578.

Your Local Lender.

Here To Help You Navigate Homeownership

Julie
Shumate

NMLS#310202 | Loan Consultant

Subscription Salespeople Wanted

(925) 413-6963 cell
www.loanDepot.com/jshumate

Minimum wage, intermittent work.
Editor@potreroview.net

700 Airport Boulevard, Suite 280 Burlingame, California
94010 | Office: (650) 993-7581 | loanDepot.com, LLC
NMLS ID 174457. Licensed by the Department of Business
Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act
CRMLA 4131040. (082020 373960)

Legal Notices
The View now accepts legal notices.
Please contact: production@
potreroview.net; 415.643.9578.

NEIGHBORHOOD ADS IN THE VIEW!
Let your neighbors know what you have to offer!

Got something to sell? Have a service to provide? Each classified
ad is $25 for up to 200 characters. www.potreroview.net/advertise
MISSION BAY from page 3

sented to the Mission Bay Citizens’
Advisory Committee (CAC) at a virtual
meeting last January, where it was well
received. Several attendees commented
that moderate-income homeownership in Mission Bay has largely been
overlooked; it currently consists of
129 BMR condos at Mission Walk on
Berry Street, where maximum income
eligibility for a resale unit tops out at
110 percent of AMI.
Last month, MOHCD listed a
one-bedroom home at Mission Walk
for applicants with maximum income
at 108 percent AMI. Income for a twoperson household can be no more than

$110,700; for a family of three, $124,500;
a family of four, $138,350.
When Mission Bay’s redevelopment is completed over the coming
decade, 28 percent, or 1,806, of the
6,404 total housing units will be
designated as affordable to moderate,
low or very low-income households.
Most will be apartments rented to
families or individuals with incomes
that range from 20 to 60 percent of
AMI. In 2020, 60 percent AMI for a
single San Franciscan was $53,800; 20
percent was $17,950.
Development of 350 China Basin
is being financed through a private
bank loan, with a subsidy from the San
Francisco Office of Community Invest-

PREPAY:

2” x 2”

2” x 4”

6 months

$345.

$690.

12 months

$555.

$1,110.

ment and Infrastructure (OCII). The
project’s concept/schematic designs
were approved by the OCII Commission
in February.
“The next steps for the team over
the next nine months or so is to advance
the design drawings in order to refine
the total development costs for the
project, and to pursue other state and/
or private funding awards, which will
determine the OCII subsidy required
for the project,” Annie Wong, OCII
development specialist, stated in an
email. “We expect to have more clarity
on pricing, based on the construction
documents, and on the OCII subsidy
amount by January 2022.”

Please contact: 415.643.9578
marketing @ potreroview.net
production @ potreroview.net

“We’re also exploring state Infill
Infrastructure Grant and CalHome
funding,” Simmons said, referring to
housing development grants from the
California Department of Housing and
Community Development.
Block 9A is bounded by Mission
Rock to the north, China Basin Street
to the south, Terry Francois Boulevard
to the east, and a pedestrian path extension of Bridgeview Way to the west.
Just across Bridgeview Way, permanent
affordable housing with onsite supportive services for formerly homeless
individuals is under construction for
410 China Basin, on Block 9.

May 2021
Outreach Advertisements
The San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Assessment Appeals Board (AAB) is seeking a Senior Administrative Analyst to provide administrative and analytical support for the AAB. Under general direction of the Acting Administrator, the Senior Administrative
Analyst plans, organizes, and leads complex, sensitive, and detailed analytical work and will direct and perform difficult, complex,
and/or sensitive projects. Duties include, but are not limited to, performing analytical work, developing benchmarks, measuring
performance, coordinating/conducting trainings, reporting findings, and presenting recommendations to management, departments,
officials and stakeholders.
Visit https://www.jobapscloud.com/SF/sup/bulpreview.asp?R1=TEX&R2=1823&R3=108984 for more information and to apply.
VACANCIES AVAILABLE! The Assessment Appeals Board resolves legal and value assessment issues between the Assessor’s
office and property owners. Board vacancies are as follows: Board 1 – one; Board 2 - four; and Board 3 – five.
Hearings are quasi-judicial, conducted in a manner similar to a court setting, with evidence and testimony presented by the parties.
The Board then evaluates the evidence and testimony, and renders its decision.
To be eligible for seat appointment, you must have a minimum of five years professional experience in California as either a: (1)
public accountant; (2) real estate broker; (3) attorney; or (4) property appraiser accredited by a nationally recognized organization,
or certified by either the Office of Real Estate Appraiser or the State Board of Equalization.
The Request for Proposals is being issued by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. The Board is seeking qualified firms to
provide proposals for Budget and Legislative Analyst Services to provide detailed review of legislation pending before Board Committees and the Board including Annual Appropriation and Salary Ordinance, supplemental appropriation requests, leases, contract
agreements, Municipal Code changes and Charter Amendments; provide policy analysis and evaluation of options for legislative
initiatives that are of interest to the Board; provide policy analysis and support to the Government Audit and Oversight Committee regarding the Civil Grand Jury Reports; and perform management audits of City departments and programs to assess whether subject
departments and programs are achieving economy, efficiency and effectiveness. The deadline for the proposal submission is May
14, 2021. For more information, please go to SF City Partner page https://sfcitypartner.sfgov.org/pages/Events-BS3/event-search.
aspx (Event ID 0000005205).
Child support matters can be complicated, stressful, and confusing. The Department of Child Support Services helps parents
understand the process so they know their rights and options for making and receiving support payments. We are available to assist
you by phone during this time of COVID-19 public health emergency. Call us today at (866) 901-3212 or visit us online at www.sfgov.
org/dcss to learn how we can help you.
The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach. Articles are translated into several languages to provide better
public access. The newspaper makes every effort to translate the articles of general interest correctly. No liability is assumed by
the City and County of San Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions.
CNSB#3465098
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CLAYROOM from page 6

termeyer is tasked with finding new
and interesting ways to combine woodworking and claymaking. The studio
offers a homeware class that includes
throwing or hand-building a table
lamp base with wooden components.
A popular class has students making a
chess set that consists of a woodworked
board and ceramic slip cast pieces. The
studio also offers classes that just focus
on woodworking skills.
Both the SoMa and Hill locations
are expanding. SoMa will offer a second floor, members-only space; Potrero
is building a dedicated mold-making
station, as well as adding tools for glazing, like a spray station. Westermeyer
is planning a summer art camp to be
held at the Hill studio, “because there
is the [Jackson] Playground right across
the street.”
“People have different areas of expertise,” Gershgorn explained. “From
a business perspective, we are nowhere
near the same place that we were
[before the pandemic] but in terms of
a value proposition, or services, it feels
like we are super important. And the
business is doing okay, but obviously
we have had a steep decline. With the
pandemic, what we offer as a service
for the community has been even
more important. We’ve been largely
confined to our houses, in very small
social circles for many, many months;
for some individuals, it’s been over a
year. We need that interaction. We
need that connection…We provide the
ability to come somewhere to unwind
and get yourself away from that daily
grind is super important to people’s

mental health. There’s always uncertainty. What I do think is that there
is that community space, that creative
environment, that ability to build a
skillset. Those things are always going
to be valued by people.”

SMALL BUSINESSES from page 11

southwest. SOMBA may invest in pole
banners, street lighting, and security
cameras.
“We’d like to have some of these
elements tie into one another, like
placing solar-powered lights that at
night, would shine on the banners,”
said Karnilowicz.
According to Karnilowicz, the area
lacks a commercial corridor, although
Folsom Street has started to emerge
as one, with Sixth Street becoming an
entry way into the City.
“As the money comes to use, we’d
like to create a place to have events.
One space we have for that is Victoria
Manalo Draves Park at 16 Sherman
Street. We’re looking at how we can
bring people into this area. Another
area we’d like to bring people to is the
nightclubs and restaurants along 11th
Street,” said Karnilowicz.
“In our neighborhood, all of our
merchants have the same goals,” said
Gwen Kaplan, Northeast Mission Business Association (NEMBA) president
emeritus and chief executive officer of
Ace Mailing Corporation. “This money
will help us become more of a thriving
business community.”
NEMBA is defined as the area
bounded by Potrero Avenue and Capp,
13th, and 20th streets.

“We’re considering pole banners,
street beautification measures, including Big Belly waste systems and planters, security cameras, and programs
to feature our individual businesses,”
said Kaplan. “We’re essentially the old
warehouse district, with most areas
being zoned for production, distribution, and repair. We don’t have many
commercial corridors. For example,
16th Street is the throughway to
Mission Bay. It would be absolutely
impossible to close it for the Shared
Spaces Program.”
The Mission Merchants Association
(MMA) has more than 100 members in
the area bounded by Highway 101 on
the east, Sanchez Street to the north,
Cesar Chavez Street on the south.
“The Mission Merchants Association is a 501(c)(6). We are set to receive
and distribute funds once they come
from the CDMA. We traditionally
promote large events like Carnaval
San Francisco, Cinco de Mayo, and
the Cesar Chavez Lowrider Parade. We
want to ensure big events like these are
preserved. They draw many customers to the neighborhood,” said Tracey
Sylvester, MMA board member and
owner of EHS Pilates.
Sylvester said M M A may use
Avenue Greenlight funds to hire artists to create murals and pieces to be
featured on pole banners, advertise
member businesses and association
events, as well as showcase the small
business community. She also wants
to help enterprises post open positions
on social media platforms.
“[Then we can] help connect the
dots to reach underserved job seekers,
such as clients of organizations with

offices in The Women’s Building,”
said Sylvester. “Some projects might
be simple as funding clean-up events
that compensate people for their work.”
As part of the Shared Spaces Program, Michigan from Marin to Cesar
Chavez streets and Marin Street from
Illinois Street to its easterly terminus
is closed on Fridays from 4 to 10 p.m.,
and weekends 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. until
June 2021, sponsored by The Midway,
a 40,000 square foot live music venue.

SAN BRUNO AVE from page 13

be shadowed at any time. The community garden wouldn’t be shaded in
the winter, with early morning shadows
in the summer.
“It’s not only that one day will have
four hours of shade, it’s also the many
weeks leading up to,” Pudup said. “It
has a cumulative impact. Four hours of
shadow over a four-month period; we’re
talking about some serious impact.”
One of the few participants who
supported the development, Ed, who
didn’t disclose his last name, said, “I
appreciate the project and think this
is really exciting. I appreciate the sun
studies. There will be some shadowing,
but it does seem rather minimal and in
the morning.”
Mostly, however, the participants’
sentiment was summed up by photographer and filmmaker, Lou Dematteis:
“This is a good project but in the
wrong place.”
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PDMA Sponsors

Lorina

Sparkling
Lemonade

Connecticut-Mississippi- Starts 4/30
Fri 4-10 / Sat 8am-10pm / Sun 8-4

25.4 oz

$ 5.99

Truff

Truffle Infused
Hot Sauce

M ade Fresh in House

Papalote

Salsa

15.7 5 oz -reg 6 .99

$5.99
Food Should
Taste Good

Crystal Geyser

Tortilla
Chips

Sparkling Water
1.25L -reg 1.7 9

Good Life
Guacamole

2/$3

5 oz -reg 3.99-

Clover

Sour Cream
16 oz -reg 3.29

$2.49

$2.99
Pacific Pastures

Grass-Fed
Ground Beef
-reg 7 .6 9/lb

May 31st

$6.99/lb

Make It A Marvelous May!
Open 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. Everyday
Sale Prices effective May 3-31, 2021

Sunday May 9th

Create A Special Brunch
For Mom To Remenber
Pancakes & Maple Syrup
Berries & Cream
Coffee & Juice
For Sale At The Good Life

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING AT THE GOOD LIFE

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204

2021

