
APRIL 2024   THE HISTORY ISSUE



 
�����������������������������������
�������������

��������������	������
�	���������������	�����
���
������������
��������
������������
�������������
�������������������������������������������������
	������������������� ��������
������������������
	�­������������������������������������������������
�
�������
������� �
�����
���������
�
������������
�����������������������
�����������������������������
����������������������������������

�����	���������������������� ������������������������������������
����������������������������
���� ����������������������������������������� �������������
��������
������� ��������
��
������������
����������������������������� ��������������� ����������
���������������������
����
����������������������� �������
����������������
�����
����������������
�������������
������������������������������ �����
���������
��������������������
����	­	��������������������
���
������������������
�	­�����������
��
���������� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������





FREEServing the Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, Mission Bay and SOMA Neighborhoods Since 1970APRIL 2024

INSIDE
Ship Building:

A Pictorial History
Pg. 14

Community
Calendar

Pg. 15

Historic Buildings 
and Their Stories

Pg. 10

Short Cuts
Pg. 2

Hill Resident
Interested in

Sounds
Pg. 4

History
Edition

Pg. 6

C
O

O S S

W

R
D
S

Each of us, if we live long 
enough, is a part of history. Between 
the time I was born in 1960 and now, 
terrorist planes crashed into and 
toppled Manhattan’s Twin Towers. 
America landed on the moon and the 
world grappled with pandemics, one 
of which, HIV/AIDS, killed upwards 
of 20,000 San Franciscans. One U.S. 
President was assassinated, another 
shot and wounded, and a third argu-
ably committed treason, but still 
may be reelected. The iPhone was 
released. Three television stations 
and the one that was never quite 
clear fractured into millions of 
YouTube and TikTok channels. 

Communities have their own 
history. The View’s original pub-
lisher, Ruth Passen, passed what’s 
now a 53-year-old newspaper to me, 
and has since died. The Daily Scoop, 
on 18th Street, closed, replaced by 
Chez Papa, which morphed into 
Chez Maman East.  Goat Hill Pizza’s 
all-you-can-eat Mondays stopped, 
and then restarted. Generations 
of children had their first day of 
kindergarten at Daniel Webster El-
ementary School, and their last day 
of fifth grade. Dogpatch and Mission 
Bay, a ragged former industrial belt 
and wetlands, emerged as amongst 
the City’s hippiest, most economi-
cally vibrant, neighborhoods.

What came before us influences 
who we are now. Without Ruth and 
her earnest colleagues – including 
Lester Zeidman, who co-created 
another bit of Potrero Hill history, 
The Good Life Grocery – the View
would not exist, and you wouldn’t 
be reading this column. The paper’s 
founders were prompted to launch 
it by the citizen fervor created by 
the Civil Rights movement and 
campaigns against the Vietnam 
War, bits of the past that continue 
to reverberate today.  

There’s irony in celebrating 
community history using a medium 
that itself has become a kind of 

ancient artifact. We’re largely 
living in a post-print, and pos-
sibly post-journalism, moment. Of 
those of us who care about current 
affairs, almost half keep track by 
watching television, a third rely 
on radio, a fifth – dominated by 
the next generation – scroll social 
media. Fewer than one out of six 
peruse news publications online or 
on-paper. The View is history.

Still, more than ten years 
ago, the last time we dedicated 
an issue to color maps and old 
photographs, people throughout 
the neighborhood could be seen 
poring over the images at cafes 
and eateries. There’s something 
special about the tactile experi-
ence of turning a page, hearing 
the soft ratt le of newspr int, 
lingering over a picture or article 
that was pressed into a kind of 
physical form. A newspaper, 
tucked into a file cabinet or cut 
and pasted into an album is a 
talisman distinct from a digital 
record.

Children are fascinated by 
the 1930s-era typewriter I keep 
in my home office, drawn to the 
mechanical magnificence of its 
sticky keys and hammered out 
words. It speaks to a yesteryear 
when text had to be fairly chis-
eled into being. The maps in this 
issue, photographs of past events, 
articles about old buildings and 
famous films are tiny windows 
into what was, people and things 
that no longer exist. 

Except they do. They’ve just 
taken a different form, shaped as 
old-timers’ thoughts and new tim-
ers’ experience of a place that was 
formed before they arrived, which 
they, in turn, will reform. They’re 
worth seeing and celebrating, 
with the knowledge that tomor-
row what’s in your hand may have 
turned into air. 

Publisher’s View: History
BY STEVEN J .  MOSS

BY J IM VAN BUSKIRK

Potrero Hill has starred in dozens 
of feature films, television shows, and 
commercials over the last fifty plus 
years, capturing our photogenic corner 
of the City, as well as inadver-
tently documenting its many 
changes.

The intersection of 18th 
and Missouri streets often 
gets a casting call. In the 
remake of Sweet No-
vember (2001), Sara 
De eve r  (C h a rl i ze 
Theron) lives at 298 
M i s s ou r i  St r e e t , 
though the scenes 
inside her apartment 
were actually recorded 
in a set constructed 
at a decommissioned 
Treasure Island air-
craft hangar. The garden where Sara 
appears was filmed behind Bloom’s 
Saloon. Sara and Nelson Moss (Keanu 
Reeves) dine at Farley’s coffee shop. The 
now long-gone Daily Scoop ice cream 
parlor was transformed into a produce 
stand and convenience store.

Starring Potrero Hill
Bernice “Bernie” Rhodenbarr

(Whoopi Goldberg) lived at the same 
picturesque corner in Burglar (1987). 
Scott Lang (Paul Rudd) resides there 
in Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018). The 
flat’s interior was meticulously recre-

ated on a soundstage in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Rudd’s foot does 
go through the colorfully 
painted fence on 18th 
Street, and he vomits play-

ing cards from the steps at 
298 Missouri.

A few block s 
away, the Victorian 
at 1243-19th, at Texas 
Street, stars in Pa-
cific Heights (1990) as 
“275 Pacific Street,” 
the dream home of 
Patty Palmer (Melanie 
Griffith) and Drake 

Goodman (Matthew 
Modine), until Carter Hayes (Michael 
Keaton) becomes their nightmare. 

It’s widely known that 768 De Haro 
was the residence of veteran police of-
ficer Mike Stone (Karl Malden) in the 

of the City, as well as inadver-
tently documenting its many 
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Theater

This year’s participants in Potrero 
Hill-based PlayGround’s Innovator 
Incubator include two companies new 
to the Incubator – The American Jewish 
Theatre and House Theater, both Los 
Angeles-based – and six returning 
troupes:  Analog Theatre, The Chika-
han Company, Latinx Mafia, Network 
Effects Theater, Oakland Public The-
ater, and Poltergeist Theatre Project. 
The Incubator was launched in 2019 
to foster innovative theatre companies 
committed to historically marginal-
ized or excluded communities. The 
multi-year program provides financial 
support, fiscal sponsorship, space 
and mentorship. Last year’s initiative 
offered nine production companies 
more than $50,000 in resources. An 
Innovators Showcase will be held in 
November.

Radio Silent

Mutiny Radio, a clubhouse for 
comedians, storytellers, poets, musi-
cians, and artists, shuttered its 21st 
and Florida streets storefront earlier 
this year. “It was my entire life that I 
sacrificed everything for, for 10 years,” 
Pam Benjamin, 49, Mutiny Radio’s 
owner, told Mission Local. “It was 
my business. It was my income. It was 
my struggle.” Mutiny Radio started 
as Pirate Cat Radio in 2006. In 2011, 
founder Daniel Roberts, also known 

mostly returned to pre-pandemic 
levels. Transportation officials are 
exploring adding a dedicated lane 
for Muni, SamTrans express buses 
and vehicles carrying three or more 
people. One option would be to re-
stripe the left shoulder to turn the 
section from four lanes to five, with 

the leftmost one reserved for carpools 
and transit. Under that approach 
I-280’s King Street off-ramp, through 
the Fifth Street intersection, would 
become three lanes with an added lane. 
Analysts are gathering public feedback 
before making a recommendation, 
which requires California Department 
of Transportation and San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors approval. Con-
struction could begin in 2026.

as “Monkey Man,” was fined $10,000 
for broadcasting without a license 
and disappeared, prompting DJs and 
volunteers to organize into a collec-
tive rebranded as Mutiny Radio. At its 
peak, all 50 people involved had a vote 
in decisions. Benjamin took over the 
space in 2013. The main operational 
cost was a $2,300-a-month lease, which 
Benjamin covered through fundrais-
ers and hosted shows at other venues. 
“I’m tired of the GoFundMes every 
year. I’m tired of begging people for 
money,” said Benjamin. GoFundMes 
in 2017, 2018 and 2020 raised $10, $2,545 
and $8,650, respectively. In 2023, the San 
Francisco Arts Commission awarded 
Benjamin $20,000  and  Mutiny Radio 
$50,000 for rent and overhead expenses. 
It’s unclear if most of that money went 
toward back rent, but by the end Ben-
jamin said she was on food stamps and 
out of money. 

Carpool

An oft-gridlocked, mile-long seg-
ment of northbound Interstate 280 may 
become San Francisco’s first freeway 
carpool lane. Severe congestion has 
long plagued I-280 from 18th Street 
to the King Street off-ramp, which 
takes motorists to Oracle Park and 
the Embarcadero, a bottleneck that’s 

$68 Subscription     $132 Subscription-Benefactor

Other contribution amount $

Please send my one-year subscription to: 

FULL NAME  EMAIL ADDRESS

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

Enclosed is my check. Please send, along with this form, to:

The Potrero View, 1459 18th St., #214, S.F., CA 94107

I am sending my payment via PayPal to office@potreroview.net.

YES! I will support the View by being a subscriber.

www.potreroview.net/product/subscribe
or complete the form below 

DON’T LET YOUR VIEW
BECOME HISTORY!

Without your support the View will fade into the past. We rely on 
community members like you to keep neighborhood news alive.

Claudia Siegel, CRS.

Certified Residential Specialist®

Ranked Top 1.5% Nationwide

415.816.2811 |

claudia.siegel@compass.com

Noevalleyrealtorsf.com |

“If anyone is looking for an
outstanding agent in the Bay Area,
look no further than Claudia Siegel.
She sold some property for us and
made the process so easy. She is

professional, courteous, thoughtful,
tactful and knows how to make a

place look stunning. I would definitely
recommend her.”

— J.C.

See what Claudia’s
clients have to say!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742,
1443761, 1997075, 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled
from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the
accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice
provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Come be part of a Welcoming, 
Warm, Inclusive Faith Community

CATHOLIC CHURCH
1490 19th Street  (at Connecticut Street)

“In this house all are friends, all
are loved, all are helped, all are
held dear.” — ST. TERESA OF AVILA

SUNDAY MASSES
6DWXUGD\ 9LJLO ���� SP
    6XQGD\ ���� DP

    ����� DP

WEEKDAY MASSES
0RQ u )UL   ���� DP

390 Missouri St
San Francisco, CA  94107

415.285.5272

ZZZ� 6W7HUHVD6)�RUJ

St Teresa of Avila Church 
is an EPA ENERGY STAR® 

certified building.



3   THE POTRERO VIEWAPRIL 2024

 
�������������������������	��������������������
������������������� ��������� �	­�����
�����������
�����������	­�����
��������������������������������������������������
���� ��������������������
����������
�
�����������
������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
��
���������������������� ������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������  ����������������������	­����������������
��������������� �����
������� ������������������������������������������ ��������¡�¢��£��������������������������������������
����������������

����������������������������

Subscribe to the View!
������������������������

���
�
��
�	������
�����������

���

HAN DY N U M B E R S

District 10 Supervisor  415.554.7670
Shamann Walton waltonstaff@sfgov.org

Recology 415.330.1300

San Francisco Animal Care and Control  415.554.6364

San Francisco Fire Department (non-emergency) 415.558.3200

San Francisco Police Department 671-2300; tip line, 415.822.8147 
SFPDBayviewStation@sfgov.org

SFHOT/Homeless Outreach Team 311 or 415.734.4233

State Senator Scott Weiner  415.557.1300

For a $200 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.
Contact production@potreroview.net

Green Benefit District  |  GreenBenefit.org

Join us on April 7th for a Botanical Drawing Workshop led by artist and 
landscape architect, Terri McFarland at the Vermont Greenway & Eco-
Patch. Please RSVP at info@greenbenefit.org.

Our Annual Meeting will be on April 17 to announce our new board 
members and see what we’re up to. Please visit greenbenefit.org/public-
meetings for more details and to register for meeting notifications.

The Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association  |  potreroboosters.org

The Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association informs, empowers and 
represents the residents of the Potrero on issues impacting our community 
in order to develop and maintain complete, vibrant neighborhoods. We’re 
continuing to meet via Zoom on the last Tuesday of each month. Go to 
www.potreroboosters.org to learn more about how to join us!

The Potrero Dogpatch Merchants Association  |  potrerodogpatch.com 
The Potrero Dogpatch Merchants Association promotes and advocates 
for independent, locally owned businesses while actively supporting our 
neighborhood and our wonderful communities.

PREFund  |  prefund.org 
PREFund brings neighbors together to support education and build com-
munity. Learn more and get connected at prefund.org

Starr King Open Space  |  StarrKingOpenSpace.org

Please join our monthly volunteer days on the second Saturday of 
the month from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This month it is April 13th.

If you can, please donate to help keep Starr King Open Space open, acces-
sible, and well-maintained for our neighbors. StarrKingOpenSpace.org

DRINK MORE
COFFEE

We’re not one to brag, but we think
our coffee is the best in the Bay. Our

beans are ethically sourced and locally
roasted and there is a blend or a single

origin to suit everyone’s taste!

EVERYDAY 7:00AM - 6:00PM
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BY MARK STEENSLAND

Andrew Roth fell in love with 
sound more than four decades ago, 
when he was eight years old. His doc-
tor dad would drive him from their 
North-of-Market neighborhood to 
Tower Records, buying him cassette 
recordings of old radio programs like 
Fibber McGee and Molly, and Beatles 
LPs. The discovery of a reel-to-reel 
tape recorder two years later led to his 
first experiments with creating his 
own sonic worlds for friends and fam-
ily within the darkness of blanket fort 
auditoriums, inspired by Star Wars and 
the Sausalito-based Antenna Theater 
shows his parents told him about. 

Today, at age 51, Roth still plays 
with sound, albeit with state-of-the-art 
equipment housed in the studio he built 
inside the garage of his Connecticut 
Street home. He’s lived in Potrero 
Hill since shortly after graduating 
from Oberlin College in 1995, when an 

Potrero Hill Resident Interested in Sounds
internship at Earwax Productions, an 
audio production company co-founded 
by longtime Hill resident Barney Jones, 
turned into a job, providing enough 
money to enable him to pay rent. He’s 
proud to carry on the house’s creative 
history. It previously was the location 
of post-production facility Video Arts. 
Before that the “Potrero Hill Mob” 
– Bill and Jodie Dawson, Lenny An-
derson, Micky Ostler and Rose Marie 
Sicoli – launched what would become 
The Potrero View.

The tech surge emanating from 
Silicon Valley kept Roth busy with 
Earwax through the late-1990s. He 
created one of the first audio com-
mercials to appear on the internet, for 
Sony’s Magic Link, and designed the 
sound for Pixar’s Toy Story CD Rom. 
The bursting of the dotcom bubble in 
the early-2000s  shrunk his workload 
at Earwax to a trickle. Although op-
portunities emerged at other large 
companies, the summer he’d spent as 

a teenage clerk at the Disney Store on 
Fisherman’s Wharf convinced him he’d 
rather be his own boss. 

In 2003, he formed “Roth Audio 
Design.” He takes on a variety of proj-
ects, some less involved than others, 
such as editing dialogue for the online 
MasterClass series, work he describes 

as “kind of like blacksmithing” be-
cause the mechanical aspect is more 
prominent than the artistic. Others, 
like the installation he created for Hyde 
Park Barracks in Sydney, Australia, 
can take more than a year to complete. 

SOUNDS continues on page 20

Saturday, April 27, 2024 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
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ALIFORNIA

2024 
WINNER

• We are the City’s only
  outdoor mini golf course

• We employ local young people

• Family House families always 
  play for free

• Ticket sales support Braid Mission, 
  benefitting local foster families

• We are a local small business,
  family-owned and operated, 
  woman-owned, LGBTQ-owned

Swing by or get tickets 
with tee times at: 
stagecoachgreens.com

rounds of mini 
golf played

1000s

birthday parties  
and events

500+

local artists’ 
work featured

150+

We are local!
1379 4th St. @ Mission Bay Blvd.

Thank you for supporting local 
foster youth with every ticket purchase! 
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Crosswords
THE HISTORY EDITION BY DENA WITKES

Solution on page 18.


������������������������������
����	������
������������������������¤��������	­������
����
���������
������ ��������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
������� �������

����������������������	����
���������
������¤��������	­	�������¥��������������������������������
��
�������
��������������������� �
������
���������
����������� ����������������������������
��� ���������������������������
������� ������

�����������������¦���
��������� ����
�������
�
���������¤����	���	­	¦��������
����� ��������
�� �����
�������
��������������������������������������
����������������������������������¦���

�����������������������������
����
�������
������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������
������� ������

��������������������� ��������������������������
����
�����������������������	­	���������������
�������
������������	­���
��������
�����������
������
�
����������������������������	­�����
�
�������������������������������������� �����������������
����������
���������������������
�
����������	­�����������������������
�������������� ����
���������������������������� ���������������
������������������������
���������������
��� �
�����������������������	­������������������
�� ���������������������������������������������
������� ������



7   THE POTRERO VIEWAPRIL 2024

 
�����	��­� �������
�
���������
������������������������
�������������������������������������
������������������ �������
���
�����
��§����������
������������§���������
������������
������
��
���
����  �����������������������
������������¢��������¨�������������
������������
������������¨���
��������
����
������������������������������������� ��������������������������������
���������
������������������������������������������
����������� ����
���������������������
�������������������
����������������������������������������
���������� ����������
���
��������� �������
��������
�����������
�������������������
���� �����������
����������� �����	­��������¢���������� ������������������������������������������������
�������
������������������������
�£�����
�������
��
����	������
������������������������������������������
���������������
�¥�������� �����������������������������
��������������������������������������������������



8      THE POTRERO VIEW APRIL 2024

A s i a n F u s i o n f o o d
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POPCORN CHICKEN, FRIES + DRINK

$14.99

Grab  and  Go
Special

HEADING TO AN EVENT OR
GAME AT CHASE CENTER?

TRY OUR
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Sale Prices effective April 2 - 28, 2024

Straus Family
Organic 
Ice Cream
all flavors
pints -reg 6.49

Green Forest
Bathroom Tissue
12 pk. double rolls
-reg 16.99

$4.49

Clover
Butter
1 lb.,-reg 6.99
salted & unsalted

$5.49 R.W.Knudsen
Simply Nutritious Juices
32 oz. -reg 5.99

2/$7

Annie’s Natural
Mac & 
Cheese
6 oz. -reg 3.99

2/$5

$4.49

Think
High Protein Bars
2.1 oz. -reg 3.49

2/$5
Buitoni
Tortellini Pasta
9 oz. -reg 5.99

$4.99

St. Pierre
Brioche Hamburger Buns
4 ct. -reg 5.99

$4.99
Pacific Pastures
Ground Beef
Grass Fed
-reg 8.49 lb.

$6.99 lb.
Sunfed Ranch
Beef Ribeye Steaks
Grass Fed -reg 27.99 lb.

$17.99 lb.

$5.95
Hampton Farms
Giants 
Peanuts
salted 
12 oz. -reg 3.75

2/$6

Nana Mae Organic
Applesauce
24 oz. -reg 6.95

$10.99

Planet 
Ultra Dish 
Liquid
19 oz. -reg 5.99 $3.99

Jonny Pops
Juice 
Popsicles
14.8 oz. 8 pack

$6.99

Clover Sonoma
Organic Milk
64 oz. half gallon -reg 5.69

Open Every Day! 8 AM to 8:00 PM - 1524 Twentieth Street - Potrero Hill - San Francisco - 415-282-9204 ©2024
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2421 3RD ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107
OPEN WEDS-SUN 11AM-6PM

WWW.REVELSHOPSF.COM
(ORDER ONLINE FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY)

@REVELSHOPSF
415-829-7380

REVEL
CERAMICS

CARDS
CANDLES

DRIED FLOWERS
FRESH FLOWERS

PLANTS
& MORE!

Dear Readers
Tell our local merchants you saw their ad 

in �����������������

MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
DONATION to Potrero View
through SF Community Power; consider 

including your favorite newspaper in your trust.

Correspondence to:

296 Liberty Street, San Francisco 94114
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Now through 4/7 Sunday
Art: The 63rd Annual Potrero Hill 
Art Exhibition
Open to anyone who lives, learns, 
works, and/or worships in Potrero 
Hill or Dogpatch. The first 50 artists 
to submit are guaranteed a spot in 
the show. Entry form is available at 
the Potrero Library, 1616 20th Street, 
by emailing potmgr@sfpl.org, or at 
https://bit.ly/3TJUK5U 

Now through 4/20 Saturday
Community: “Heart Your Parks”
An annual spring campaign that 
showcases San Francisco’s parks and 
public spaces through art giveaways. 
Each Saturday will feature a screen-
printed design by local artist Orlie 
Kapitulnik specific to the park 
where the event takes place, which 
attendees can receive for free, though 
a donation is appreciated. Live jazz 
music and free beverages provided 
by Guayaki. Crane Cove Park is 4/20. 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. For more 
information: https://bit.ly/3TlwCoC

Now through 9/1 Sunday
Art: Group Exhibitions Unruly 
Navigations
The Museum of African Diaspora 
presents 22 works from ten 
international artists that trace 
historical, familial, and/or individual 
migrations, capturing trajectories 
across time and geographies. “Unruly 
Navigations” testifies to the urgent, 
disorderly, rebellious, and nonlinear 
movements of people, cultures, ideas, 
religions, and aesthetics that define 
diaspora…” according to Key Jo Lee, 
MoAD’s Chief of Curatorial Affairs and 
Public Programs. Tickets: $6 to $15. 
The Museum of African Diaspora, 685 
Mission Street. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/4cqsgoM

Horticulture: Introduction to Organic 
Vegetable Gardening
Learn how to cultivate your garden, 
including ideal planting times, sowing 
techniques, soil preparation, irrigation, 
and challenges. The workshop will 
feature lectures, discussion, and hands 
on learning. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $30. Alemany 
Farm, 700 Alemany Boulevard. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/3PuMwfm

4/6 Saturday and 4/13 Saturday
Printing: Introduction to 
Photopolymer Plates
This two-day workshop will review 
a variety of relief and intaglio 
prints created with photopolymer 
plates, ideation for your project, 
demonstration of the double exposure 
technique utilizing an aquatint screen, 
exposing and printing. 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Tuition: $225. Materials: $55. 
Graphic Arts Workshop, 2565 Third 
Street, #305. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/3IJcLL7 To register, 

COMMUNITY  |  APRIL
please email instructor Mark Brodie 
at msbrodie@aol.com

4/12 Friday through 4/14 Sunday
Art: Open Studios
More than 100 artists will open 
their studios: painters, sculptures, 
photographers, fashion designers, and 
jewelers. Opening reception 4/12, 7 to 
10 p.m. Open studios 4/13 Saturday 
and 4/14 Sunday from 12 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Art Explosion Studios, 744 
Alabama Street. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/3x1BpnI

4/12 Friday through 5/4 Saturday
Theater: Returning to Haifa
Golden Thread Productions, the first 
American theatre company devoted 
to the Middle East, presents the West 
Coast premiere of Returning to Haifa 
by Ghassan Kanafani. Two families, 
one Palestinian, one Jewish, forced 
by history into an intimacy they didn’t 
choose. In the wake of the 1967 Six-
Day War, with the borders finally open 
after two decades, Said and Safiyya, 
a Palestinian couple, return to Haifa 
in search of a home they were forced 
to abandon during the Nakba in 1948. 
Are they ready for the encounter 
that awaits them upon their return? 
Tickets: $30 to $100; no one turned 
away for lack of funds. Golden Thread 
Productions, 1695 18th Street, #C101. 
For more information: https://bit.
ly/4927tF6

Film: Bay Area Indies Film Festival
New, progressive, short movies, 
written, directed and produced by 
independent San Francisco Bay Area 
filmmakers. Each flick will be followed 
by questions and answers with the 
filmmakers. 1 to 6 p.m. $20. Delancey 
Street Foundation Theater, 600 
Embarcadero. For more information: 
https://bit.ly/3x2d15j

Art: Watercolor and Monoprint 
Workshop
This class explores watercolor and 
water-soluble drawing material 
techniques for printmaking. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuition: $150. Materials fee: 
$10. Prerequisite: basic knowledge of 
printmaking. Graphic Arts Workshop, 
2565 Third Street, #305. For more 
information, contact Fran Valesco at 
fvalesco@gmail.com or visit https://
bit.ly/3PwbYks

4/21 Sunday
Environment: San Francisco 
Earth Day Festival
Participate in hands-on activities 
and workshops on reducing waste, 
creating organic gardens, eating 
clean, and more. Enjoy multi-cultural 
music performances with a line-up of 
Psychedelic, Zydeco, Rock, and Global 
beats. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free. The 
New Farm, 10 Cargo Way. For more 
information: https://bit.ly/3VuL7cm

demonstration of the double exposure 
technique utilizing an aquatint screen, 
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New Affordable Homes for 
Sale in Mission Bay

Applications Due May 31st. Apply online through DAHLIA, 
the SF Housing Portal at www.housing.sfgov.org.

One-bedroom, two-bedroom and three-bedroom homes 
priced from $260,000 - $501,000 without parking will be 
available. Applicants must be a first-time homebuyer and 
earn no more than the income levels listed below: 

 One Person  $110,950

 Two People  $126,850

 Three People  $142,650

 Four People  $158,500

 Five People  $171,200

 Six People  $183,850

Household Size Maximum Annual Income

Register for the Hard Hat Tours Today!

• Saturday, April 27th | 10:00am - 12:00pm

• Friday, May 3rd | 11:30am - 1:30pm

• Wednesday, May 8th | 4:00pm - 6:00pm

400ChinaBasin.com

All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the 
accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. 400 China Basin is part of the City’s 
Limited Equity Program and buyers must qualify for the program to be eligible. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

CA DRE #01499250

148 Below Market Rate Condominium for 
middle-income, first-time homebuyers. 
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popular television series The Streets of 
San Francisco (1972-1977) which used 
Hill locations extensively throughout 
its duration. A few blocks — and 
decades — away, the home of Lena St. 
Clair (Lauren Tom) unhappily mar-
ried to architect Harold (Michael Paul 
Chan) is at 610 Rhode Island, near 18th 
Street, in The Joy Luck Club (1993), 
Wayne Wang’s film adaptation of Amy 
Tan’s best-selling novel. 

When the action in Godzilla (2014) 
shifts from Asia to San Francisco, 
Lieutenant Ford Brody (Aaron Taylor-
Johnson) lives with his wife, Elle 
(Elizabeth Olsen), and their son on 
the 700 block of San Bruno Avenue. 
The apartment’s interior is distinctly 
un-San Franciscan. That exterior 
shot is apparently the only actual 
City location presented in the film. 
Discrepancies like inauthentic BART 
signs, an “MTA” bus, and “Oakland 
Bay Area Park” corroborate the rumor 
that the San Francisco scenes were shot 
in Vancouver.  

In Steven Soderbergh’s prescient
science fiction film Contagion (2011)
conspiracy theorist Alan Krumwiede 
(Jude Law) wearing a hazmat suit 
wanders around the Hill and North 
Beach surveying steaming piles of 
trash, discarded clothing and recycle 
bins, scattered there by production 
designer Howard Cummings.

After mobster Johnny Ross (Pat 
Renella) and police officer Carl Stanton 
(Carl Reindel) are shot in Bullitt (1968), 
they’re taken to San Francisco General 
Hospital, where actual doctors and 
nurses were used for verisimilitude. 
Many other films include scenes shot 
there, including Fearless (1993), Time 
After Time (1979) and Nine Months
(1995). 

In Don Siegel’s Dirty Harry (1971), 
the Black doctor treating maverick 
police inspector Harry Callahan (Clint 
Eastwood) — who grew up on the Hill 
— reassures him, “It’s okay. We Potrero 

Hill boys, we got to stick together.” 
The second victim of Harry’s nemesis 
Scorpio is discovered on a hillside lot 
at Texas and Sierra streets, where the 
Sierra Heights condominium complex 
is now. A motorcycle cop assassinates 
four municipal officials at the 18th 
Street offramp from Highway 280 in 
Magnum Force (1973), the second in the 
Dirty Harry series. And an extended 
remote-controlled car chase in The 
Dead Pool (1988), the fifth and final 
film in the sequence, features Harry 
and his partner Inspector Al Quan 
(Evan C. Kim) dangerously careening 
up and down our steep hills. 

Anchor Brewing Company, 1705 
Mariposa Street, stood in for a police 
station in Venom: Let There Be Car-
nage (2021). It wasn’t the first time the 
late, lamented brewery was taken over 
by a production crew; in 1977 Arnold 
Schwarzenegger guest-starred there 
in an episode of The Streets of San 
Francisco.

Phil Kaufman’s 1978 remake of 
Don Siegel’s original 1956 Invasion of 
the Body Snatchers moves the action 
to San Francisco. One scene toward 
the end finds Matthew Bennell (Donald 
Sutherland) and Elizabeth Driscoll 
(Brooke Adams) realizing that an 
industrial warehouse is being used 
as a pod incubator. These scenes were 
filmed in Building 6 at the Pier 70 
Historic Shipyard at the eastern end of 
20th Street. Another industrial site: in 
Francis Ford Coppola’s The Conversa-
tion (1974) surveillance expert Harry 
Caul’s (Gene Hackman’s) workshop was 
Suite 36 in the American Roofing Co. 
Building, 1616 - 16th Street. 

A 2014 French commercial for 
Citroën C4 filmed on the Hill pays 
homage to Bullitt (1968) whose classic 
car chase was shot here, as well as in 
Russian Hill, North Beach, Bernal 
Heights, Daly City and McLaren Park. 
Other films with scenes shot on the Hill 
include Freebie and the Bean (1974), 
Foul Play (1978), Chu Chu and the 
Philly Flash (1981) When a Man Loves 

a Woman (1994), and Edtv (1999). 
Peter Linenthal and Berry Mi-

nott’s 23-minute compilation “Potrero 
Hill & Dogpatch in the Movies, 1898 
- 2000” including four short films 
by Thomas Edison (1898) was first 
shown at the Potrero Hill Archives 
Project’s Potrero Hill History Night 
in 2003, digitized by Mr. Wa: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXBGwYbjlBg. 
And Mr. Wa has edited 52 minutes 
of Potrero Hill and Dogpatch scenes 
from 1972-1974 The Streets of San 
Francisco: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bYG1ThMHJ-w.

STARRING POTRERO from front page

SOUNDS from page 4

For these, Roth becomes an “audio 
archeologist,” creating immersive en-
vironments built from sounds that’re 
as historically accurate as possible, 
often recording antiques from the era, 
such as the horse-drawn streetcar he 
found in San Jose for a program on 
turn-of-the-century San Francisco. 

The Hyde Park project included 
an audio program for the “hammock 
room,” where patrons are transported 
200 years back in time to experience 
what it was like to be a prisoner 
newly arrived from England. Roth 
finds these types 
of schemes espe-
cially satisfying 
because, unl ike 
film and televi-
sion work, he gets 
to see his audience 
respond in real 
time to what he’s 
done. 

“Except when 
it gets too convinc-
ing,” he confessed, 
explaining that 
a n  e a r t hqu a ke 
r e - c r e at io n  he 
instal led at the 
Conservatory of 
Flowers in Golden 
Gate Park sent 
some patrons flee-
ing in fear that the 

building really was collapsing around 
them. “They told me not to produce 
something like that again.” 

He hasn’t, but the earthquake 
sounds found their way into a pre-
sentation he gave at Marin Country 
Day School for his daughter Samara’s 
class; the younger audience enjoyed it 
immensely.

While much of his work is sup-
posed to be invisible – well-edited 
dialogue shouldn’t call attention to 
itself – some is intended to be more 
obvious, such as the sound design 
he did for the recently-closed Urban 
Putt, San Francisco’s first indoor 
miniature golf facility, which re-
opened in San Jose, and the two CDs 
he’s produced featuring natural nois-
es from Costa Rica and Japan, both 
available in digital format on iTunes. 
The sounds in these collections often 
end up in the mixes of programs he’s 
not working on because other design-
ers license them from him. 

Attending a party recently a guest 
told Roth that he’d had what seems 
like an interesting career. 

“And that surprised me,” he 
added, “because I’ve never thought of 
it that way. But after 20 years in busi-
ness for myself, I guess it really is.”

POTRERO VIEW
LOCAL BUSINESSES DIRECTORY

1170 4TH STREET
MISSION BAY

CASEYSPIZZAS.COM

SAN FRANCISCO’S
BEST EAST COAST PIE!

415.643.9578  |  production@potreroview.net  |  potreroview.net/advertise/

Directory Pricing*

“2 x 2” “2 x 1” NEW!

3 months $210 $110

6 months $365 $175

12 months $585 $375

* Prepaid in full. Not eligible for additional discounts.

“2 by 2”

2.375 w  x 2.375 h

“2 by 1”

2.375 w  x 1.1875 h

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY IN THE VIEW
Let your neighbors know what you have to offer!

Join sfclayworks Ceramics Studio
sfclayworks ceramics studio is 
actively seeking new members to 
join our friendly, quiet, creative, 
cooperatively run studio. Member 
must be able to work independently. 
Studio access includes glazes/ cone 
10 reduction firing/ trainings/ and 
24/7 access for $190 a month. Join 
the fun! Check sfclayworks.com
415 647 CLAY.

Muir Beach Studio and House
Walking distance to the beach, with 
the crashing waves visible and audible.

Studio: Cozy studio comfortable for 
two-people. Includes kitchenette 
and private patio. $200/night plus 
cleaning fee, two-night minimum. 
Editor@potreroview.net or 
415.643.9578. 

House: Three bedrooms, two full 
baths, with two decks. $400/
night, two-night minimum. Editor@
potreroview.net or 415.643.9578.

Missed Connections
Looking for Shamla. We met at the 
Dogpatch/Booster holiday party last 
year. You asked me if I wanted to 
walk with you. Yes I do! I left town the 
next day for over a month, and now I 
cannot find your contact info. Please 
contact me! 415-648-1926. Thank you.

Missed Connections
We met a couple years ago at the 
Dogpatch Music festival. You told me 
about the Brazilian composer the 
band was playing, Nascimiento. Your 
name might be Michael. I’d like to 
hear more. Please contact me. 415-
648-1926. Thank you.

Freelance Writers Wanted
Modest pay, interesting assignments. 
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

Legal Notices
The View accepts legal notices. Please 
contact: production@potreroview.net; 
415.643.9578.

Got something to sell? Have a service to provide? 
Each classified ad is $25 for up to 200 characters.

www.potreroview.net/advertise

CLASSIFIED ADS

VEGAN · GF · WILD FERMENTEDVVVVEEEEGGGGAAAANNNN ···· GGGGFFFF ···· WWWWIIIILLLLDDDD FFFFEEEERRRRMMMMEEEENNNNTTTTEEEEDDDDVEGAN · GF · WILD FERMENTED

YoYoY u’ll Lava It!You’ll Lava It!
1074 Illinois St. SF
volcanokimchi.com



19   THE POTRERO VIEWAPRIL 2024

Paid Political Advertisement

Ad paid for by Believe in SF Lurie for Mayor 2024
Ad Committee’s Top Funders

1. Miriam ‘Mimi’ Haas ($1,000,000)
2. Jan Koum ($250,000) 

3. Oleg Nodelman ($250,000)
This advertisement was not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate.

Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org.

Believe
SFBelieve

inSF
e

SF
eee

SFSFSFSF

As Mayor, Daniel will bring accountability back to public safety, increase police foot patrols, and build
a fully staffed and well-trained SFPD so every resident can feel safe in every neighborhood.

Leadership for a Safer SFLeadership for a Safer SF
Democrat Daniel Lurie for Mayor

Shut down open-air drug markets, lock up fentanyl dealers,
and crack down on organized crime rings.

Clean up needles, garbage, and blight from our streets and
invest in safety cameras.

Take real action to stop smash and grabs, car break-ins,
property crime, and retail theft.

Increase bike and foot patrols to deter crime, improve 911
response times, and use non-law enforcement teams for
low-level offenses.

1

2

3

4

Read Daniel’s plan for 
change in SF or visit 

DanielLurie.com

Daniel has the
clearest vision on public
safety, where we need to
go, and the specifics on
how to get there.

FMR. SFPD CMMDR.

PAUL YEP
Commanding Officer, Central Station
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Since our inception, Dogpatch has been our cherished 

home—a safe and friendly neighborhood that has played 

a pivotal role in attracting top-tier talent and budding 

entrepreneurs into the Dogpatch community. With 

a commitment to lowering entry barriers for biotech 

startups, we ignite the advancement of revolutionary 

diagnostics and treatments. 

Innovation with Community at Our Core

Our dedicated professionals not only drive groundbreaking 

research but also actively support local businesses, 

restaurants, and public spaces, fueling the neighborhood’s 

vitality and economic prosperity. Together, we are 

proud participants in nurturing Dogpatch’s flourishing 

ecosystem. We plan to continue adding value to the 

Dogpatch neighborhood and we are proud to be part of 

its impressive  growth for the last decade.

Enabling Awesome

A trusted Dogpatch neighbor for over a decade.

953 Indiana Street  |  San Francisco, CA  |  94107

Proposed project at 700 Indiana Street www.mbcbiolabs.com
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