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Hundreds of Studio Units Under
on De Haro Street
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BY MOUMITA CHAKRABORTY

Shovel is hitting dirt at 300 De
Haro Street, where an 11-story building
consisting of 425 280- to 300-square-
foot studios is being constructed. The
residences will be “both furnished and
unfurnished; furnished units providing
queen-sized Murphy beds which convert
from a sofa and coffee/dining table,
with all units including kitchenettes,
an ensuite bathroom, and a work area,”
according to DM Development.

Former businesses at 300 De Haro
were given 90 days’ notice last Janu-
ary. Since then, the retailers and
restaurants formerly inside the space
— including Tip Toes Salon, Torraku
Ramen, and Cafe da Fonk - have
either closed or consolidated at other
neighborhoods. Tip Toes had been at the
location for 17 years, an early harbinger
of a neighborhood shifting from being
largely working class to one beset with
salons and cafes.

According to Ansen Chen of Torraku

'.-:L/» i

|

{
"N T

T

&

Construction of an eleven-story 425 unit development at 16th and De Haro streets is underway, despite neighborhood concerns. Over the years the triangular lot at the site housed Rustico,
The Center for the Book, El Sur, Gitan, Sally's, Bunn Mike, My Good Pie, and Roadster, among others. PHOTO: Ed Rudolph

Ramen, the De Haro space was the eat-
eries’ first brick and mortar outlet since
transitioning from a food truck in 2017.
“Things got quiet after 2022,” Chen
said, “We got lucky in that we were able
to open a second location on Lombard
and shift to delivery service as well.”
The 300 De Haro project is the first
mixed-income project in San Francisco
to utilize Senate Bill 35, amended by
Senate Bill 423, and adopted in 2023. The

DE HARO continues on page 11

SF-Marin Food Bank Preparing for Sharp

Reduction in Federal Support

BY TAMALA MOTTA

The San Francisco-Marin Food
Bank, which has provided food insecure
communities with access to nutrition for
more than three decades, is facing new
challenges amidst severe federal cuts
to SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, known as CalFresh
in California.

The SF-Marin Food Bank, previ-
ously a project of the San Francisco
Council of Churches, began independent
operation in 1987, moving to its Potrero
Hill location at 900 Pennsylvania Avenue
in 1997. In 2011, the San Francisco Food
Bank merged with the Marin Com-
munity Food Bank, which significantly
increased the amount of food distributed
in Marin communities.

In 2024, the food bank dispersed 67
million pounds of food — upwards of 17
million meals — and served 53,000 house-
holds weekly. The nonprofit works with
more than 300 partners and 215 pantries
in San Francisco and Marin.

In addition to food distribution, the
SF-Marin Food Bank places pantries
at schools, community centers, and
colleges; offers nutrition education,
teaching participants how to prepare
low-cost healthy meals and snacks; as-
sists participants with CalFresh enroll-
ment; delivers food to seniors and adults
with disabilities; and collaborates with
health clinics to connect patients to free
food and education.

According to Governor Gavin New-
som, federal cuts to SNAP, expected to
begin in 2028, after U.S. Congressional

elections scheduled to take place midway
through the Trump Administration,
will reduce funding to California by
between $2.8 to $5.4 billion annually.
This, in turn, could trigger the need for
the state to tighten SNAP eligibility and/
or reduce SNAP benefits for seniors,
people with disabilities, and children.
Simultaneously, federal support for
Medicaid — known as Medi-Cal — will be
reduced by roughly $28 billion.

“We are very concerned about the
impact of cuts to SNAP/CalFresh re-
cipients in San Francisco and Marin,”
said Marchon Tatmon, SF-Marin Food
Bank Associate Director of Policy and
Advocacy. “There are 25,000 households -
14,000 families with children and 11,000
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Green Benefit
District

Renewed
Until 2040

BY JESSICA ZIMMER

Sixty-one percent of 1,968 prop-
erty owners approved renewing the
Dogpatch and Northwest Potrero Hill
Green Benefit District (GBD) for another
15-year term, until 2040. Support was
significantly lower than the more than
90 percent ratification rate organizers
had anticipated based on pre-election
surveys. Still, a simple majority was
enough to secure unanimous endorse-
ment from the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors last month.

“From maintaining parks and side-
walks to planting trees and improving
public spaces, the Dogpatch-Northwest
Potrero Hill Green Benefit District has
delivered real results led by the people
who live there,” said District 10 Supervi-
sor Shamann Walton. It supports “...our
climate goals, improves quality of life
and builds community from the ground
up at a time when we need more green
infrastructure, culture, and equity in our
neighborhoods.”

Prior to the election, GBD’s assess-
ment base consisted of 1,403 properties,
with 1,150 owners. The GBD originally
comprised two zones. The Dogpatch
area was bounded by Mariposa Street to
the north, Illinois to the east, Iowa and
Pennsylvania streets to the west, and
Cesar Chavez to the south. Northwest
Potrero Hill was defined by 16th Street
to the north, Potrero Avenue to the east,
Vermont and Kansas streets to the west,
and 19th to the south.

As part of the renewal vote GBD’s
boundary was moved roughly two
blocks east to Texas Street between
Cesar Chavez and part of 25th Street.
GBD now takes responsibility for man-
agement and maintenance of Tunnel
Top Park, above the southern portion of
the Caltrain tunnel. Northwest Potrero
Hill will expand one block south to
20th Street between Utah and Kansas
streets, incorporating stretches of San
Bruno Avenue and Vermont Street
between 19th and 20th streets.

The 2025/2026 annual assessment
revenue is roughly $882,000, with the
district receiving another $18,000 in
contributions. The fee for commercial,
residential, and other parcels is $0.1136
per square foot; industrial parcels,
$0.0568 per square foot. In most cases,
this amounts to close to $300 a year per

FOOD BANK continues on page 14

GBD continues on page 14
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PUBLISHER'S VIEW
Fulbright

BY//SVENEN/Y/MOSS

In June most members of the Ful-
bright Student Program board resigned,
after the Trump Administration blocked
“a substantial number” of scholars from
receiving grants. Like so many federal
initiatives, the fate of the roughly $300
million, 80-year-old exchange program
is uncertain.

U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright
of Arkansas founded the program in
1946, as part of a burst of post-World
War II optimism about the possibility of
peacefully knitting countries together,
with the United States at the center. It
sponsors scholars from 160 nations to
teach, research, perform and create art
in the U.S., with Americans doing the
same abroad.

In the aughts I was a Fulbright
Scholar in India, helping to develop a
solid waste disposal system in a small
village. It’s hard to convey, or perhaps
even fully know, the value of the experi-
ence. My knowledge of India is much
deeper than I'd have acquired solely as
a tourist. I contributed in a tiny way to
solving an environmental problem and

[ ] $68 Subscription

S

SAVE YOUR VIEW

Democracy depends on a free press.

www.potreroview.net/product/subscribe
or complete the form below

YES' | love the View and would be delighted

m to support it by being a subscriber.

[ ] $132 Subscription-Benefactor

[ ] Other contribution amount $

Please send my one-year subscription to:

may have nurtured positive feelings
towards the U.S. as a result.

Whether that benefits the Ameri-
can taxpayer, who paid in the range
of $20,000 for my junket, is largely
predicated on the belief that cultural
exchanges are the building blocks of a
better world, creating waves of under-
standing, connectiveness, and peace. In
today’s more nativist zeitgeist, that’s a
hard sell.

In may be that in the present post-
globalist period, the Fulbright program
needs to be reimagined to help stitch
together our own fractured nation.
Rather than an exchange between for-
eign countries, it could be recalibrated
to cultivate conversations within our
internal “nations.”

There are 326 Native Tribal reserva-
tions in the U.S. Few Non-Natives have
visited these communities or could
even name more than a handful. Many
Tribes would benefit from residential
engagement with talented educators,

PUBLISHER'S VIEW continues on page 14
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SHORT CUTS

SPCA Clipped

Last month, the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals an-
nounced that it was laying off 32 people,
11 percent of its staff. Two-thirds of the
cuts were made to the nonprofit’s animal
hospital, including veterinary assistants
and registered veterinary technicians.
The rest was associated with adminis-
trative positions, the shelter medicine
program, including one veterinarian,
and the department that runs the adop-
tion center. It’s SPCA’s largest staff
reduction in at least 15 years.

Parks and Wreck

San Franciscans are proud of our
parks, particularly the shiny new and
renovated ones that've emerged in
Dogpatch and along the Central Wa-
terfront, extending to India Basin. But
there’s signs that municipal leadership
over these spaces —particularly General
Manager Phil Ginsburg - is past their
prime and should find jobs more suit-
ably sleepy. Ginsburg presided over
the slow-moving corruption of the San
Francisco Park Alliance, and oversees
a department that finances itself, in
part, by charging large amounts of
overhead to “manage” park renovations,
a similar, if legal, version of what felled
the Alliance. He’s chronically neglected
proper policing of or effective signage at
Dolores Park, creating the conditions for
such recent ugly incidents as the attack
of University of California, Berkeley
film professor Damon Young and allow-
ing the space to be the stage for weeks
of uncontrolled, dangerous, fireworks.

Ginsburg has been at Parks and Rec for
14 years. That’s long enough.

Ice Cold

According to an undocumented
construction worker who has periodic
projects in San Francisco, last month
United States Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement raided Home Depot
in San Rafael, picking up day labors
waiting for work in the parking lot. The
constructor worker hid in his car, with
the knowledge that he could no longer
purchase supplies at the hardware store,
anintegral part of his job... Is thisreally
what Americans want: scaring, jailing
and deporting people looking to work
to feed their family? Perhaps it’s time
to bring back and expand the Bracero
Program, an agreement between the
United States and Mexico, established
in 1942, that permitted millions of
Mexicans to work temporarily in the
U.S,, primarily in agriculture. Initially,
the program addressed World War II
labor shortages, but it continued until
1964. Not aid, labor trade!

Dear Readers
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The Potrero lView!

Claudia Siegel is such a
professional and she

excelled in every aspect of
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Claudia has an
established business
relationship with a

remarkable list of service
vendors. She excelled in

making our property
market ready on a tight
timeline.

From listing through

closing, our process took
less than five weeks and

produced three offers
above asking price.

Claudia's magic is her

experience marketing

high-end real estate, her
constant attention to every
detail, and her unwavering
pleasant can do attitude.
Yes, do hire her!
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War Interrupts an Internship

BY SARA MOSS

Like many of my generation, after I
graduated from college I returned home
to live with my parents. For the ensuing
year and a half, T worked part-time at
Grattan Elementary School in Cole Val-
ley and searched, albeit without much
energy, for what to do next.

In one of our “What are you doing
with your life?” conversations, my
mom mentioned Onward, a two-month
immersive internship in Tel Aviv.
Although worried I wouldn’t get in
because the program is highly competi-
tive, I applied and, a few months later,
was accepted. I was assigned to work
at a nongovernmental organization
helping to write grant reports and
evaluate funding requests, many of
them associated with recovery from
post-traumatic stress. I was excited to
start my next quest.

I'm not religious but have extended
family in Israel on my mom’s side.
They’re Modern Orthodox, obedient
to Jewish laws and rituals, but not
judgmental about other Jews who have a
different relationship with the religion.

My cousin, Miram, picked me up
from Ben Gurion Airport. As we drove
to her home in the Tel Aviv suburbs,
she explained that occasionally a siren
might go off, warning of a potential
missile attack from Gaza or Yemen,
remnants of the unresolved conflict with
Hamas. I needed to download an app,
Home Front Command, that provides
a shrill notification shortly before an
alarm is triggered, with instructions as
to whether and when to proceed to a safe
room or bomb shelter.

After staying with my family in
their small Orthodox community for
a few days, I moved into an apartment
in Tel Aviv. I was living with six other
young adult women in a cute two-floor
suite with amazing views.

On our first night we had dinner
with our program leader, Maya, and
a group of Israelis. Just as we were
sitting down to eat, our phones shrilly
buzzed. Stay near a shelter, a siren will
go off in five minutes, announced Home
Front Command. Eyes widened around
the table. We all looked at Maya to see
what to do next.
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“Follow the other Israelis into the
shelter,” she instructed.

The air felt tight; what if it hits us?
I worried.

In our apartment, there's a room
that consists of a small, windowless,
reinforced chamber otherwise used as
a bedroom. This is our shelter in case of
an emergency. Every apartment in Israel
has something like it.

Inside, the makeshift refuge is warm
and calm; people are laughing, being
normal. This is what normal life is like
in Israel. After ten minutes, we're told
we can leave. Without saying a word to
one another, we return to dinner.

After the first siren, hearing an
alarm isn’t as scary. It becomes a game,
looking at Home Front Command to
see when the next siren will go off, go
to the bomb shelter, or the closest thing
to it, wait ten minutes, then carry on
with the day.

A couple of weeks into my intern-
ship, I'm out with friends in Tel Aviv.
We’d gone to a few bars and were
aimlessly wandering when Home Front
Command issued a warning. Finding the
nearest saloon, we're welcomed by the
staff to shelter until the all-clear signal.
The siren roars, we wait ten minutes,
walk out, and continue with our night.
This cycle goes on for a few more days.
Until June 13th.

It was the night before the Gay
Pride Parade, the first scheduled since
the October 2023 Hamas attacks. Up-
wards of a quarter-million people were
expected to attend. My housemates and
I were excitedly making plans when we
started getting alerts from news feeds
that Israel was going to attack Iran to
dismantle its nuclear program. Sud-
denly, things shift. Thisisn’t just a siren;
we won't be sheltering for a short period
and then returning to normalcy. People
are glued to their phones, expecting an
announcement of some kind, unsure of
what will happen.

The air feels anxious. But everyone
maintains a kind of stoic calm, silently
praying that everything will be fine.
We resume the night as normal. Friends
start to pour into our apartment to
socialize and drink.

WAR continues on page 15
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District 10 Supervisor
Shamann Walton

HANDY NUMBERS

415.554.7670
waltonstaff@sfgov.org

Recology

415.330.1300

San Francisco Animal Care and Control

415.554.6364

San Francisco Fire Department (non-emergency)

415.558.3200

San Francisco Police Department

671-2300; tip line, 415.822.8147
SFPDBayviewStation@sfgov.org

SFHOT/Homeless Outreach Team

311 or 415.734.4233

State Senator Scott Weiner

415.557.1300

The Potrero Dogpatch Merchants Association | potrerodogpatch.com

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday every two months from 9:45 - 11:00 a.m. Next
meeting: August 12 at the Goat Hill Pizza, 300 Connecticut Street. The
neighborhood’s only business association recognized by the State and the City.

Dogpatch Business Association | dbasf.com

NEWS update to share - the Dogpatch Business Association has officially
become a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization, now known as the Dogpatch Art
& Business Association (DABA). In line with our mission to better serve
our community, we are also changing our name to reflect this new chapter.

The name change will enable us to expand our outreach and enhance initia-
tives that promote local art, business growth, and community engagement.
We look forward to hosting more events, providing valuable resources, and
strengthening our neighborhood connections. Stay tuned for upcoming
events and further updates!

Business owners and community members are invited to get involved!

¢ Join the DBA! (dbasf.com)

e Sign up for our newsletter to find out about member meetings,
opportunities, and local news

e Follow us on Instagram @destinationdogpatch to learn more
about Dogpatch businesses, events, and activities

e Explore Dogpatch through a curated wayfinding map of local businesses,
available online at https://linktr.ee/exploredogpatch

Dogpatch Neighborhood Association (DNA) | dogpatchna.org

We nurture civic participation & community building while fostering the
unique character of Dogpatch. Our meetings are open to all, but member-
ship is the lifeblood of the organization. You do not have to live within the
Dogpatch boundaries to be a member or come to meetings, you just need
to care about what happens in Dogpatch. Monthly Meetings are held the
second Tuesday of every month - 7 p.m. at The Dogpatch Hub.

There’s no monthly meeting in August - our next monthly meeting takes
place Tuesday, September 9th - join us!

JOIN DNA TODAY!

Friends of Jackson Park (FoJP) | friendsofjacksonpark.org

Summer’s Here—Let’s Party in the Park! Mark your calendars: the Play
in Your Park Party is taking place on Saturday, September 6th! It’s going
to be a day of fun, games, music, and community vibes at Jackson Park.

Got big ideas? Love planning parties? Want to help bring the fun to life?
Join our planning crew! Email us at info@friendsofjacksonpark.org — we’d
love to have you.

Let’s build the park our neighborhood deserves. Donate today at www.
friendsofjacksonpark.org

Green Benefit District | GreenBenetfit.org

Greetings, Dogpatch and NW Potrero Hill. We have big news! With 61%
support from property owners in the district, the GBD has been renewed
for another 15 years! Thank you for your support!

Join us for our Monthly Board Meeting on Wednesday, August 20th, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Dogpatch Hub (1278 Minnesota St.), where we will
discuss all the great things we are doing in the neighborhood.

Help make the Green Benefit District greener. Our next GBD volunteer
event is at the Vermont Greenway & Eco-Patch on Saturday, August 16, at
10 a.m. Sign up for a GBD volunteer event at greenbenefit.org/volunteer or
report an issue at greenbenefit.org/report-a-problem.

The Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association | potreroboosters.org

The Potrero Boosters Neighborhood Association informs, empowers and
represents the residents of the Potrero district on issues impacting our
community in order to develop and maintain complete, vibrant neighbor-
hoods. We meet in person on the last Tuesday of each month at either the
Potrero Hill Neighborhood House or the Dogpatch Hub, and continue to
offer a Zoom option for those who cannot make it in person. Go to www.
potreroboosters.org to learn more about our meetings and on how to join us!

Starr King Open Space | StarrKingOpenSpace.org

Join our monthly volunteer days on the second Saturday of the month. This
month it is August 9th at 10 a.m. Donate to help keep Starr King Open Space
open, accessible, and well-maintained for our neighborhood.

For a $225 annual fee your organization can be listed in Getting Involved.

Contact production@potreroview.net
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SF Funeral Home Offers Cremation by Fire or Water

BY REBEKAH MOAN

Pacific Interment Service, on Fol-
som Street, was founded by Francisco
“Frank” Rivero in 1992, the year San
Francisco experienced a peak in ac-
quired immunodeficiency syndrome-
related deaths, 1,641.

“He cremated AIDS patients when
others were reluctant to do so,” said
Lazaro Rivero, Frank’s son and co-
owner of the business. “Sometimes they
didn’t have any money, but we helped
them anyway.”

Today a cremation can cost from
$1,300 to $8,000, less expensive than a
traditional funeral with a burial, which
can run tens of thousands of dollars.
Pacific Interment’s prices are about
average for the Bay Area, with lower
charges for direct cremation; the de-
ceased is incinerated without a viewing,
visitation, or funeral service beforehand.

The company also offers “witness
cremations,” an important part of Bud-
dhist tradition, whereby family, friends,
and in the case of Buddhists, monks, can
be present during the cremation process.
Attendees conduct rituals and send the
body into the cremation machine. A
witness cremation costs more than a
direct cremation.

Pacific Interment has its own cre-
matory with a chapel attached at its
Emeryville location, which makes
witness cremations easier to facilitate.
Because Pacific Interment has a crema-
tory, it’s able to accommodate the time
constraints many Buddhist families
have; they usually want cremations done
within a specific day and time, accord-
ing to their religious practices.

“A lot of times it’s within two to

three days of the death, which is very
fast, and some funeral homes have a
hard time doing that,” Rivero said.

Other funeral homes have to send
the body elsewhere to be cremated and
wait for the ashes to be returned. There’s
a lot of paperwork involved, includ-
ing death certificates and a medical
examination.

“It’s a very crunched time frame but
we're good at getting everything filed
for short notice witness cremations,”
he added.

In 2023, the Riveros installed the
Bay Area’s first aquamation system:
cremation through water. There are just
four aquamation providers in Califor-
nia. Aquamation appealed to Lazaro
because it’s environmentally friendly.
Traditional cremations release carbon
and other air pollutants, use fossil fuels,
and emit mercury and other heavy met-
als. They also potentially impact soil and
water quality. An aquamation is also
gentler than a flame cremation.

“Some people don't feel comfortable
with fire or flames and avoid cremation
because of it,” he said. “The idea of
water, because it’s a gentle process, is
more comfortable. With a water crema-
tion, the breakdown that occurs in the
machine is actually the way the body
breaks down naturally but it accelerates
that natural process.”

The process occurs with the addition
of potassium hydroxide, an alkaline
substance that speeds up the body’s
breakdown. The Riveros purchased a
system from Bio-Response Solutions but
given Frank’s experience with construc-
tion, plumbing, and as a general contrac-
tor, he tinkered with it. He adapted the
machine such that the timeframe for an

Getz Well

Personalized Medecine

One of a Kind
Healthcare For Every
Member of Your Family

aquamation dropped from eight hours
to roughly four. Flame cremation takes
about two hours.

“We’re happy with the way the
Bio-Response machine turned out after
we modified it, and so were the folks at
Bio-Response,” Rivero said. “Now they
sell machines with the same modifica-
tions my dad made.”

When the water cremation is com-
pleted, the family still receives ashes,
but they're a different color; a lighter,
white to tan color as opposed to darker
gray or black. They consist of the
remaining bone fragments after the

Cathryn “Cat”
Community on

BY KAYLA WHITEHOUSE

Cat Blum has long led the movement
to transform the 22nd and Carolina
streets intersection into a community
gathering space. Blum has lived next
to the median for the last twenty-nine
years, experiencing the neighborhood’s
evolution from a place dominated by
Irish immigrants, living alongside
Russians, Slovenians, and Serbians, to
today’s higher-income population.

Blum didn’t land on Carolina Street
by accident. Originally from Colorado,
she studied Visual Arts at Scripps Col-
lege in Southern California. She fell in
love with San Francisco during a family
vacation during a school break, and
vowed to one day return and have her
very own bay window.

It took her just two years to move
back, starting a career in film and
photography production amongst San
Francisco’s hilly streets. She graduated
from Production Assistant to Location
Scout, finding recording locations and
managing complicated logistics.

It turns out that the intersection
of 22nd and Carolina streets is a great
place for filming. Poised at the top of
Potrero Hill, the elevation offers a stun-
ning view of Downtown skyscrapers to
the north and sweeping sights of the
neighborhoods at the base of Twin Peaks
to the west. The unusual confluence of
streets also makes for an extra wide in-
tersection, offering the additional space
needed for a film company’s entourage.

In 1984, Blum coordinated an iconic
commercial for Pioneer Electronics
France at this very spot; sending a modi-
fied grand piano majestically hurtling
down 22nd Street, a production for
which she won a Lion D’Or award at the

water process, which, like traditional
cremation, is reduced to a fine powder,
with the bones processed to resemble
the ashes produced by flame cremation.

“A lot of people feel obliged to spend
large quantities of money and it’s not
necessarily bad if they can afford it,
but they can financially overextend
themselves with funeral services,”
Rivero said. “It’s important to know
they can show their love for someone
who has passed away without spending
exorbitantly or feel obliged to purchase
large amounts of funeral goods.”

Blum: Building
Potrero Hill

Cannes Festival International du Film
Publicitaire.

When she saw a house for sale on the
same street a dozen years later, it felt
like fate; there was even a bay window.

Managing film shoots requires
meticulous organization, a good visual
memory, and the ability to talk with
anyone. These same traits gave her
confidence that she could advocate for
the unkempt median outside her home.
From the time she moved onto the block,
she saw the green space’s potential to
become a gathering spot.

“This is the reason for developing
the Green Space,” Blum said, as she
greeted a passerby at the intersection.
“So that you can meet your neighbors
and build community.”

Another neighbor drives by with
a lowered window, calling out a
proposal for monthly wine nights on
the green. Bright pink decorations
flutter from nearby bushes, cheerful
remnants of a well-attended block
party two weeks prior.

The area surrounding the Carolina
Green Space is called “Skyline Ter-
race,” aptly named for its views. With
the now defunct San Francisco Park
Alliance serving as fiscal sponsor, in
2020 the Space was awarded a $132,000
municipal Community Challenge
Grant, with 35 percent matched by
private donations, paying for compre-
hensive greening two years later. Cat
envisions a second community space,
Sunset Terrace, at the median’s op-
posite end, with fiscal sponsorship by
Greening Projects.

Blum is inspired by the “new kids
on the block”, the fresh generation of

CAT continues on next page
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children who call Potrero Hill, specifi-
cally Carolina Street, home. She hopes
that by collectively creating spaces for
the community to come together it’ll
engender a welcoming environment
where these newest neighbors feel a
sense of belonging.

If you carefully brush away the dirt
at the steps that lead from the Skyline
Terrace downhill, towards 23rd Street,
hidden inscriptions reveal signatures
of neighborhood youth from when the
concrete was poured in 1967. Now well
into their seventies, those who remain
are part of the older generation of Hill
residents; a glimpse into the future
for the newest kids on the block, one
volunteer day and block party at a time.

A Red Admiral butterfly at Esprit Park. PHOTO: Madeline Cho

HELLO POTRERO HILL NEIGHBORS

I'm reintroducing myself as a 4th generation local with deep ties to our
community. Raised on PH, and a product of its rich legacy, | also ran a family
business here for over 25 years. Now and for the last several years, | proudly
sell homes, driven by relentless tenacity for my clients. Let's chat today
about your next move! Are you considering Selling or Buying or both? Talk

with a fresh local expert who will get the deal done.

JENNIFER LAROCCA REALTOR

JENNIFER
LAROCCA
415.846.6982

larocca@vanguardsf.com
DRE #02156644

BayAreaHomesByLaRocca.com

OF-40)
: L

v VANGUARD
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Sabine Strauch Makes Wearable Art

BY REBEKAH MOAN

Mission Bay resident Sabine
Strauch didn’t intend to get into jew-
elry-making. The 27-year-old started
oil painting as a teenager. She received
a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Cornell
University in 2019 and a master’sin art
education from Tufts in 2022. Her plan
was to paint and instruct, but then life
took a turn.

“I'was hired to teach metalworking
in Boston, and I had to learn it myself
to teach the high school students,” she
said. “Irealized Ireally enjoyed working
with the material and stayed late most
nights creating my own pieces.”

She started making jewelry out of
sterling silver, posting it to Instagram.
Last year, she created a website and left
teaching altogether.

“Teaching is incredibly rewarding
but also all-encompassing,” she said.
“It’s difficult to pursue an art career on
the side because there’s not really a ‘side’
when you're a teacher.”

While still an oil painter, Strauch
is inspired to pursue jewelry-making
as wearable art.

“We’re inundated with mass-pro-
duced products and there’s something
so special about wearing a piece that’s
handmade,” she said. “Especially when
you understand how much work and
care goes into it. The quality of the piece
is so much more special than something
that’s from a factory.”

It can take Strauch four hours to
create a piece, requiring several steps,
such as carving a wax casting mold,
sawing and soldering, sanding and
polishing the silver to a mirror finish.

“It’s a very involved process but the
endpoint is very satisfying,” she said.

Her “Drip Collection” was inspired
by the LGBTQIA+ community, of which
Strauch is a member.

“My Drip Collection was created
as I thought about the fluidity of iden-
tity and how there’s more opportunity
for our identities than the standard
heteronormative culture dictates,” she
said. “Iwanted to create something that
celebrates growth, change, and being
open to more than what society might
push or expect of us.”

The pieces are reminiscent of flowing
lava or dripping candle wax; thicker glob-
ules flow into thinner globules and vice
versa. There are no defined shapes and
structures; each piece is more free form.

“I want people to feel special and
celebrated with my pieces and identity
is a part of that,” she said.

Rings often come in limited sizes,
frequently only up to size 12. Strauch’s
rings start at size two — most jewelry
makers begin at size four — and are
available to a size 16. She’ll custom-
make rings for people who fall outside
those ranges.

Strauch and her wife, Basia Sudol,
relocated to San Francisco from Boston
after Sudol secured a job as lead solu-
tions engineering at software company
Stytch. They settled in Mission Bay
last fall.

“I really love the neighborhood
feel,” she said. “It’s amazing to be in
such a creative environment. As a queer
artist, Boston felt stiffer and more
sequestered but here everyone is very
open and excited to get to know each
other. My studio is on Tennessee Street,
and it has other artists and creatives. It’s
incredible to meet other people and hear
their stories.”

NABE'NEWSE

Transforming Lives!
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The Potrero Hill Neighborhood House (aka the Nabe), a Julia
Morgan-designed SF historic landmark and non-profit community
center, lends a helping hand and advocates for public housing
residents. For more than a century, the Nabe has helped
transform the lives of underserved youth, families, and seniors.

Sabinemade's Drip Collection rings, featuring hand-dripped and carved sterling silver designs.

PHOTO: Sabine Strauch

The Nabe’s programming focuses heavily on youth development,
food security, and wellness. After-school and summer education
programs have provided mentorship, tutoring, and a safe haven
for our neighborhood’s underserved children. The Nabe's food
pantry serves over 150 families each Wednesday, rain or shine.
Generations of Potrero Hill residents have passed through the
Nabe's doors finding connection, care, and community.

Executive Director Edward Hatter has been affiliated with the
Nabe for more than 40 years. Edward saw first-hand as a child
how his grandmother, Enola Maxwell, united the community
and advocated for those in need.

Come by, say hello to Edward, and
check out the facility’s Julia Morgan
Ballroom, a magnificent event rental
space with panoramic city views!

Learn More: https://www.thenabe.org
Get Involved: info@thenabe.ora

YOU BELONG HERE.

Coffee and community since 1989.
Come experince the magic of
Farley's, everyone is welcome and
the coffee is the best in town.

EVERYDAY 7:00AM - 6:00PM

FARLEY’S
EST. 1989
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Friends of Jackson Park Looking to Raise Another
N | -]

$10 Million

BY KAMESH DARISIPUDI

More than a decade ago Friends of
Jackson Park (FoJP) and the San Fran-
cisco Recreation and Park Department
(SFRPD) launched an effort to renovate
and enlarge Jackson Park. The redesign
features a refurbished and relocated
clubhouse, indoor/outdoor amphithe-
ater, and communal plaza.

As the population of Potrero Hill
and adjacent neighborhoods have grown,
“the demand for quality community
space has never been higher,” said
Daniel Montes, a SFRPD spokesperson.

FoJP has secured roughly $30
million of the estimated $40 million
project cost. A significant portion of
the money is dedicated to SFRPD over-
sight. Funds have come from multiple
sources, including the 2020 Health &
Recovery Bond, General/Open Space
Funds, neighborhood developers, and
individual donors. Over the past year
FoJP has raised an additional $120,000
and secured $1.5 million in pledges from
benefactors

The goal is to break ground in
2027, after completion of design and
construction documents, and contractor
selection.

Jude Deckenbach, director of
Friends of Jackson Park, acknowledged
ongoing fundraising challenges, citing
“blowback from the SF Parks Alliance
debacle” as a key hurdle. “Rgsidents
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of 94107 have strongly expressed their
support for the project,” she maintained,
claiming that the City and County will
fill any funding gaps.

FoJP will host the second “Play
in Your Park Party” from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. on September 6, on Carolina Street
between Mariposa and 17th streets. The
block party will feature local vendors,
music, and food. More than 400 people
attended the inaugural event in 2019;
organizers expect an even bigger turn-
out this year.
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Hiba Academy

Bay Area

Wellington College Education

Learn More at

MAKE YOUR
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

to Potrero View

through SF Community Power; consider
including your favorite newspaper in your trust.

Correspondence to:
296 Liberty Street, San Francisco 94114

[BE2IZEXEILFK

Discover tI'EDifference

Accepting Applications August 18, 2025

bayarea.hibaacademy.org

Widen your child’s world with an innovative English-Chinese bilingual education.

Rigorous Academics

99 Rhode Island Street « San Francisco, CA 94103
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COMMUNITY | AUGUST

CCA hosts an indigo dyeing workshop on August 23 and 24. PHOTO: California College of

the Arts - Youth Programs & Continuing Education

8/1 Friday through 8/24 Sunday
Theater: SF PlayGround Free-Play
Festival

This four-week “fringe style” new
works festival features 17 productions
and 58 performances by artists from
across the country. Presentations
include improvised protest songs

and how to resist an orange predator,
with seasoned theatre professionals,
first-time producers, and all-stars in
every aspect of live performance,
direction, and choreography. $0 to
$30, donation-based. Simulcast and
at the Potrero Stage, 1695 18th Street.
For more information: https://bit.
ly/4keFebV

8/2 Saturday and 8/3 Sunday
Craft: Renegade Fair

Browse more than 250 artists at a
curated summertime fair featuring
creatives from the Bay and beyond.
Indoors with some outdoor food

trucks. 11 a.m. to

5 p.m. Free; $5
suggested to help
support Renegade
Craft’s vision of an

and inclusive
creative economy.
Fort Mason

Center, 2 Marina
Boulevard. For more
information: https://
bit.ly/3G4IVEv

sat

Animals: The
Amazing Acro-Cats
The Amazing Acro-
Cats are a troupe
of trained domestic
house cats, all
former orphans,
rescues, and strays,
that give a one-of-
a-kind, 90-minute
purrformance that includes cats riding
skateboards, jumping through hoops,
ringing bells, balancing on balls, and

other feats of agility and entertainment.

The show finale is the all-cat band:
Tuna and the Rock Cats, who play
guitar, drums, and piano. 2 to 3:30 p.m.
$35.14 to $83.44. Proceeds benefit
Rock Cats Rescue, a nonprofit focused
on cat welfare, rescue, and adoption.
The Cowell Theater at Pier 2, 2 Marina
Boulevard. For more information:
https://bit.ly/44tAE3I

Craft: Rug Tufting Workshop

Learn the basics of tufting and create
unique, textured artwork, including
setting up a tufting frame and finishing
touches. Take home a finished 12 by

12 inches wood-backed tufted design.
No experience necessary. 1to 3:30
p.m. $135.23. Humanmade, 655 Bryant
Street. For more information: https://
bit.ly/4etQ4K9

accessible, equitable,

community activities.

Join us for FoJP’s
Play in Your Park Party

Saturday, Sept 6™ 11-3pm

Join your neighbors and bring your family & friends for a fun
day in Jackson Park. We're turning Jackson Park into the ultimate
neighborhood party zone—a full day of fun, games, music, and

Basketball, Volleyball, Kickball, Martial Arts,

mon

Health: Meditation 101

In this meditation class, learn how

to cultivate self-compassion and

inner peace. Through meditation and
reflection, study how to let go of inner
struggles and create a more peaceful
and supportive relationship with
yourself. No meditation experience
necessary. First time participants
receive two free class passes for any

Sunday, Monday, or Tuesday meditation.

6:30 to 7:15 p.m. $10; free for members.
Kadampa Meditation Center San
Francisco, 3324 17th Street. For more
information: https://bit.ly/46mYOKY

8/4 Monday through 8/8 Friday

8/11 Monday through 8/15 Friday
Summer: Yoga Kids Camp

A movement-based day camp
designed to help kids strengthen and
stretch their bodies, minds, and hearts.
Campers ages four to 12 will explore
yoga and mindfulness through the
IYK(R) High 5 Habits, enjoy free choice
games, storytelling, and art projects,
and outdoor time in Dogpatch parks.
Session 1 August 4 to 8. Session 2
August 11 to 15. Both sessions: Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. $550
per session. Dogpatch Hub, 1278

Minnesota Street. For more information:

https://tinyurl.com/yu279s88

E) sat

Community: Bernal Heights Hillwide
Garage Sale

Bernal Hillwide is arguably San
Francisco’s largest single day garage
sale. More than 100 households

offer records, vehicles, water toys,
collectibles, new and used, worn and
pristine; Bernal Heights in bulk. 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Start at Cortland
Avenue! For more information: https://
hillwide.com/

8/11 Monday through 8/13 Wednesday
Astronomy: Perseids Meteor Shower
The annual Perseids meteor shower is
the glittery result of Earth passing
through debris left behind by a comet.
Typically, viewers can see up to 40
meteors an hour, if there’s minimal light
pollution and the clouds stay away.
August 11 to 13. The shower is best seen
just before dawn. For more information:
https://bit.ly/40zNDQf

wed

Craft: Introduction to Letterpress
Printing

This class introduces the process,
materials, machines, and art of printing
by hand on a Cylinder proof press.
Participants will learn the basics of
setting type and decorative ornaments
as well as inking, locking up, and
pulling a print. Beginners are welcome;
all materials provided. 6 to 9 p.m. $85.
San Francisco Center for the Book,
375 Rhode Island Street. For more
information: https://bit.ly/45Q90Pw

sat

Art: Introduction to Intuitive Painting
Intuitive Painting offers permission to
explore and create. This isn’t a typical
class to learn techniques and methods;
instead, be expertly guided to tap

in and listen to your intuition and paint
from your heart, free from beliefs

and concepts. In this way images
happen spontaneously, unplanned

and unexpected. 10 a.m. to 12:30

p.m. $45.59. The Center for Creative
Exploration, 300 Chenery Street. For
more information: https://bit.ly/3ZYIfHI

Music: Marcus Shelby Orchestra
Internationally acclaimed bassist and
composer, Marcus Shelby, brings

his 15-piece big band to the Yerba

CALENDAR continues on next page

The Banking

Partner for Today's
Non-Profits

our community.

For 30 years, Heritage Bank of Commmerce has
partnered with Bay Area non-profits in service of
a shared mission to make a positive impact on

With high-touch, personal service, our dedicated
relationship managers can provide a robust suite
of banking products and services, excellent rates
and very low to no fees to meet the unique
needs of your non-profit organization.

To learn how we can help support your business,
call 415-229-8414 or visit us at One Montgomery St.,
Suite 2300, San Francisco, CA

Yoga, Face Painting, Arts & Crafts...

HERITAGE

BANK OF COMMERCE

Something for everyone!

Member FDIC www.HeritageBankofCommerce.bank

friendsofjacksonpark.org
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Buena Gardens Festival. He’s used
the ensemble to develop works
exploring the abiding ties between
jazz, blues and African American
social and political movements. For
this concert, Shelby gathered pieces
from four previous YBG Festival
commissions inspired by Harriet
Tubman, Black baseball, the Ohlone
tribelets and the recent pandemic. 2 to
3:30 p.m. Free. Yerba Buena Gardens
(Esplanade), 773 Mission Street.

For more information: https://bit.
ly/44teTRM

Kl thur

Typography: 70 X 10 for 10

Letterform Archive celebrates its tenth
anniversary with an exhibition of 100
staff picks, offering a glimpse into
every corner of the Archive through the
lens of the ten teams who steward the
collection. Traverse centuries of graphic
art: cuneiform tablet, contemporary
artists’ books, icons of modernist
typography and everyday ephemera.

1 p.m. Free. Letterform Archive, 2325
Third Street. For more information:
https://bit.ly/40AeUSC

sat

Books: Feasts on the Farm Signing
Tamara Hicks, founder of Toluma
Farms, and former Daily Driver owner,
has published her first cookbook,
Feasts on the Farm. While working
as a psychotherapist, and raising her
family, Tamara acquired a plot of land
in Tomales in 2003. Over the last 23
years she’s cultivated Toluma Farms
to restore and steward land that’d
fallen out of production to create

a sustainable, regenerative farm.
Feasts on the Farm shares her story
of transformation from city dweller
to passionate farmer alongside her

Goal sourpoucH PiEs

Hi|L

husband David Jablons and daughters.
Meet Tamara from 4 to 6 p.m. at
Christophers Books, 1400 18th Street.
For more information: Christopher’s
Books 415.255.8802

Craft: Making a Bud Vase

Learn from Heath Clay Studio master
potters how to shape one of Heath
Ceramic’s most iconic designs.
Students will glaze one bud vase

for keeps. 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.

$150. The cost includes instruction,
materials, firing and domestic shipping.
Workshop is suitable for ages eight
and older; though up to 14 must be
accompanied by a parent. Heath

Clay Studio, 555 Alabama Street. For
more information: https://tinyurl.com/
ms9y6peu

8/23 Saturday and 8/24 Sunday
Textiles: Indigo Dye Workshop
Explore the art of indigo dyeing in
this two-day, intensive workshop. On
Saturday, a brief lecture will cover
history and cultural context of indigo.
Students will also learn how to make
an indigo vat and see demonstrations
of a variety of Shibori folding and
pattern making techniques. Sunday
focuses on resist dyeing with the
prepared fabrics. Students will learn
tips on caring for dyed pieces, and
leave with finished napkins. Perfect
for beginners and those curious about
textile arts. Must be 18 years or older. 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. $295. California College
of the Arts Textiles Studios Dye Lab,
Main Building, 145 Hooper Street. For
more information: https://tinyurl.com/
y87uwcy8

P sun

Community: Sunday Streets Bayview
Experience Bayview free from cars,
and as a vibrant space for recreation,
culture, and engagement. 12 p.m. to 4
p.m. Free. Find route details at website.
For more information: https://bit.
ly/3TkDUcH

The 19th Street, 1400 block, stretch of road in front of St Teresa of Avila, was closed last month while a work crew
resurfaced the asphalt. PHOTO: Thomas Hunter Ii

F o

SINCE 1975
SAN FRANCISCO

Iz:a POTRERO 415-641-1440

The Pier 70 Time Machine Needs You!

POTRERO HILL
ARCHIVES PROJECT

The Potrero Hill Archives Project and the Bethlehem
Shipyard Museum are partnering to build interactive
displays and store their collections in Pier 70's Building 12,
celebrating Potrero Hill & Dogpatch history.

Community involvement, from donations to sponsorships and
volunteering, will make the Time Machine possible.

CONTACT: Peter Linenthal | peterlinenthal@mac.com | 415.863.0784

COME BE PART OF A WELCOMING,
WARM, INCLUSIVE FAITH COMMUNITY

ST. TERESA OF AVILA
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1490 19TH STREET (AT CONNECTICUT STREET)

“In this house all are friends,
all are loved,
all are helped,

all are held dear.”
— ST. TERESA OF AVILA

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday Vigil  4:15 pm
Sunday 8:30 am
10:00 am

WEEKDAY MASSES
Mon — Fri 8:30 am

www. StTeresaSF.org

St Teresa of Avila
Church is an
EPA ENERGY

2
STAR®

ASEEIEE certified building.

PARISH OFFICE/MAILING ADDRESS
390 Missouri St
San Francisco, CA 94107
415.285.5272

&
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Left: House-height agave plant towers over Utah Steet. Right: Purple Alpine Aster flowers surround the Metamorphosis sculpture on 17th Street. PHOTO: Madeline Cho

GOLDEN STATE
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law, which sunsets in 2036, provides that
developments that offer 10 percent of
units to households making at or below
50 percent of average median income
(AMI) are guaranteed streamlined
ministerial - for example, exempt from
the California Environmental Quality
Act —approval in jurisdictions that have
made insufficient progress towards
their state-mandated Regional Housing
Needs Allocation.

In 2024, San Francisco was identi-
fied as being subject to SB 423. As a
result, developers don’t have to engage
in community processes that the San
Francisco Planning Department has
labeled “cumbersome,” triggering the
need for “trade-offs.”

The project is intended to serve “a
diverse community of middle-income
earners who have been priced out of San
Francisco’s traditional rental market...
available to individuals and families
earning between 30 percent and 70
percent of the area median income,
approximately $41,000 to $95,000 per
year,” according to DM Development.

When it was first proposed six years
ago the response from Potrero Hill
residents was tepid.

“Everyone knows affordable hous-
ing is needed, but it’s the way and
where that is done which largely goes
unnoticed until you suddenly see your
favorite businesses close,” said a long-
time Hill resident, “Our local go-tos and
housing are quickly being swallowed up
without much say.”

“DM Developers engaged in con-
versations in 2019, with some dialogue
with the SF Planning Department in
2020, but without any direct contact
since,” said J.R. Eppler, Potrero Boost-
ers president.

The average age of residents in
Potrero Hill and adjacent areas is 37,
with the cost of living roughly six per-
cent and rents about nine percent higher

‘‘‘‘‘

¥ N
PHOTO: Ed Rudolph
than citywide averages. Rents in the
neighborhood have increased by more
than 20 percent over the last year, with
studio rent prices jumping by roughly
50 percent.

Several developments in the neigh-
borhood have long been filled, with a
few listed as having more than 6,000
applicants for up to 150 units. In some
cases, residences designated as af-
fordable have different features than
market-rate units, related to appliances,
flooring, or other amenities.

“Potrero is more of a destination
now, with added density and retail cor-
ridors on 17th, 18th, and 20th Streets,”
said Eppler. “We’re happy to see new
neighbors and visitors, but also that we
have been able to keep our neighbor-
hoods true to the community spirit.”

“We don’t know how much longer we
can afford to live and work here given
the commute and expenses,” said Alice
and Kali, teachers who went through
the housing lottery system. “We love the
neighborhood, but we’re also concerned
about how it’s changing.”

Some buildings in Potrero Hill have
introduced Airbnb options or corporate
residential units, with resident-renters
and guests noting the appealing transi-
tional environment for working in San
Francisco, and the attractions of being
in the community.

In addition to housing, the .62-acre
lot will feature 6,000 square feet of
retail space and 7,000 square feet of
outdoor green area. Several nearby
residential buildings have struggled
to find commercial tenants. DM De-
velopment notified former commercial
tenants that they can return when
construction is finished, expected by
the summer of 2027, a lifetime for a
small business.

Those interested in renting a unit
at the property can register online, but
not yet on the city’s affordable housing
lottery system, which is called DAHLIA.

Crosswords
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Duolingo list,
briefly

Hang in there
They are not
returnable

Le Dix-Sept
Patisserie
enticement
"Frozen" queen
High-five sound
Aromatic wood that
repels moths
Stately street with
Dig Wines and
Besharam

Apt anagram for
"brush"

Pink part of a pencil
Stately street with
Monte Cristo Social
Club and Blu Dot
Splash hits in
McCovey Cove
Give it a whirl
Network supported
by "viewers like you"
Shtick

Change the locks?
Kind of diagram
loved by Kamala
Harris

"The ___ Never
Stopped" (Grateful
Dead song)

Stately street with
Goat Hill Pizza and
PoBoys Kitchen
City Lights
purchases

Hon

Fourth word of the
"Star Wars"
prologue

Go head to head
"Terrif!"

Little LYNC
attendee

Not whole or 2%
Stately street with
Potrero Hill Rec
Center and
Creativity Explored
Attire for
exercising...or
lounging

Like getting Wordle
on your first guess
Stately street with
Fire Station #37 and
Potrero Terrace
Market

Send over the moon
"What | Am" singer
Brickell

Cry from a sty

. 16th St. theater

originally known as
the Poppy
Woodwind category
Square root of nueve
Tiptoe
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A little cleaner?

. Lode load
. Fish and chips fish,

often

. Accrue over time
. Go from Thee

Parkside to Bottom
of the Hill

. Only primates that

can have blue eyes,
aside from humans

. It should be airtight
. XXX=-XX-XXXX ID
. "Between the World

and Me" writer
Coates

Indian state known
for its tea

Sign seen after
business hours
Hazel's Kitchen or
Plow

Like desert
vegetation
Titillating

Word after "back" or
before "elbows"
Cable debut of Aug.
1981

Rage

Match audio and
video

Word that might
undermine an
apology

Mark Hopkins, e.g.
Hammer and Escher
Baby panda

Marin county city
whose motto is "the
place to be"
Rebuttal to "that's a
fact"

Squeak (by)

Ink spots?

Feathery accessory
seen at Oasis

UFO crew,
presumably
"Jeopardy!" clue
Miss the mark
Garment that might
have a butt flap
Tesla storage
spaces

Pedigree org. since
1884

Butter& employees

. Stood up to

1955 Dior
innovation
Guitar string choice

. Peppermint Patty,

to Marcie

Prop for the Tin
Man

Hermana de la
madre
Response to a
rodent

Solution on page 14.
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San Francisco is blessed with numerous publicly accessible vibrant mosaics,
e 1g O r O O O S al C S several of which can be seen in Potrero Hill.

BY PETER LINENTHAL

Brotherhood of Man, by Anthony Stellon, was gifted to the City and County of San Francisco by then Mayor

Joseph Alioto. The mural shows two figures, one black, one white, uniting above the Earth, Sun and cosmos,
conjoined by the infinity symbol. The artist was moved by Martin Luther King Jr's assassination to create an
artwork symbolizing universal peace and unity. First installed at the Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center
in Bayview, it was removed when a new pool was built. The mosaic was discovered at Franklin Square Park

in 2006, restored, and installed near the park’s 17th and Bryant streets entrance.
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Maxwells Jerrold Avenue home before finding its present place.

This scene of Bay Area native animals was made by Helen Bruton in 1955. She was prolific, often collaborating with sisters Margaret
and Esther on innovative mosaic murals and terrazzo artworks, some of which are installed at the San Francisco Zoo, University of
California, Berkeley campus, and Hotel Union Square. The Bruton sisters, known as mosaic mavericks, appear in a Coit Tower mural.
This mosaic is best seen lit by late afternoon sun through a gate at the Carolina Street entrance to Starr King Elementary School, on

Carolina Street south of Coral Road. A video interview with Bruton can be found at California Revealed.

<« This mosaic is part of a red granite

Madonna made by Benjamin
(Benny) Bufano in 1974, which
stands in the comfort garden of
San Francisco General Hospital on
20th Street east of Potrero Avenue.
The garden was established in 1990
as a living memorial to hospital
employees. Bufano's monumental
sculptures, often embellished with
mosaics, can be seen in many public

spaces in San Francisco.

This mosaic covered bench dedicated to the memory of Enola Maxwell was made by Sharon Virtue in 1998. It
stands under a tree on Southern Heights Avenue east of De Haro next to the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House,

where Maxwell was director from 1971to 2003. It first stood on a lot across the street, was moved to a spot near

THE VIEW'S HISTORY FEATURE
IS SPONSORED BY:

(D RICKSHAW



August 2025 THE POTRERO VIEW 13

Several thousand people visited the SF Art Book Fair 2025 in Dogpatch last month, which spanned multiple Minnesota Street Project buidlings. PHOTO: Thomas Hunter II

SUPPORT YOUR VIEW

www.potreroview.net/product/donate-to-the-potrero-view [geeliilo SR LR Gl N TN

CHOOSE A SHIRT OR CAP

To celebrate our 55th anniversary, The View is gifting one limited-edition
t-shirt or cap for donations of $60 or more (while supplies last)!

55th ANNIVERSARY TEES 55th ANNIVERSARY CAPS ]
Unisex cotton t-shirts available in Mesh back truckers cap with an ‘

two designs printed in brown on adjustable snapback closure available

natural tone fabric. Super comfy in two designs. Stone colored cap has

100% preshrunk cotton jersey. brown imprint. One size fits all.

YES! | would like to support the View with my contribution of: $§

Choose your gift: [ | Limited Edition T-shirt: [ ] Newsboy [ ] Activist “Activist” Tee on Cream

Circle size (unisex): M L XL
[ ] Limited Edition Cap (one size): [ ] Newsboy [ ] Activist

Please send my gift to:

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE
[ ] Enclosed is my check. [ ] 1 am sending my payment . " Wn ar s am .
Please send, along with this form, to: via Zelle to 415.595.0120 Newsboy" Hat on Stone Activist” Hat on Stone

Potrero View, 1459 18th St, #214, SF, CA 94107 T-shirt and imported hat produced to exceed ISO 9001 and WRAP

certified standards for ethical manufacturing. Designed, printed and
finished in California by Eco Imprints.

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
: FULL NAME EMAIL ADDRESS :
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |

Tax-deductible donations can be sent to: SF Community Power, 296 Liberty Street, San Francisco, CA 94114

b o e o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ]
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A new playground is being constructed in front of the Dogpatch YMCA at Crane Cove, with an estimated completion date of February 2026.
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FOOD BANK from front page

households with older adults - that are
at risk to lose benefits as a result of new
guidelines for work requirements, time
limits on food assistance, paperwork
requirements impacting adults 55 to 64,
and parents with school-aged children
14 and older... These federal cuts will
worsen food insecurity rates that are
already at record high levels.”

According to Tatmon, volunteers
are critical to the nonprofit’s operations:
sorting produce and packing boxes,
providing food to participants at food
pantries, and delivering groceries to
homebound neighbors.

GBD from front page

parcel. Government entities, such as the
California Department of Transporta-
tion, Caltrain, and University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco aren’t assessed.

GBD’s 2025 management district
plan indicates that its expenditures may
be adjusted to account for inflation, with
assessments to be increased by no more
than seven percent annually.

“In the 10 years that the GBD has
existed, it has only raised rates one
time. We take a very thoughtful and
cautious approach to raising rates...
have only done it when it was neces-
sary to maintain the services that we
have committed to providing to the
community,” said Donovan Lacy, GBD
acting executive director.

GBD works to improve parks,
green spaces, and public plazas. The
organization often deploys volunteers,
and hires contractors to remove graf-
fiti, prune trees and shrubs, cultivate
plants and landscapes, among other
activities. Vegetation can absorb water

during heavy rain, as well as calm traf-
fic. GBD supplements San Francisco
Public Works’ efforts, with regular
street cleaning.

GBD sponsors entertainment and
education-oriented events, such as
jazz concerts and native plant walks.
It collaborates with the Dogpatch
Neighborhood and Potrero Dogpatch
Merchants associations on the Dogpatch
Music Series and annual Halloween
Slow Street.

Present GBD projects include in-
stallation of artwork and maintenance
at Potrero Gateway Park, alongside U.S.
101 between San Bruno, Vermont, 17th
and Mariposa streets, as well as planting
and irrigating native California species
at the Vermont Greenway and Eco Patch
on Vermont Street and the Minnesota
Street Flyover; the 2,400 square foot
space under the 20th Street overpass at
Minnesota Street.

Property owners were “...in favor
of the renewal because they and their
tenants (saw) the benefit of actions
like cleaning and greening public open
spaces. The GBD’s work also makes
their properties attractive to future
tenants,” said Lacy, who also serves as
Dogpatch Neighborhood Association
president.

“The Green Benefit District has
spent the last decade turning post-in-
dustrial lumps of coal in our community
into publicly accessible diamonds,” said
J.R. Eppler, Potrero Boosters president.
“Its renewal will ensure the continued
maintenance of those new open spaces
for years to come.”

Eppler added that GBD regularly
balanced its budget, solicited com-
munity feedback, and handled tasks
ethically.

“I am thrilled with the outcome
and look forward to the continued

good work from the GBD for Dog-
patch,” said Susan Eslick, a GBD
board member and Dogpatch Business
Association treasurer. “The GBD
has proved a very positive thing for
people who live here and visit these
two neighborhoods. Since the City
is experiencing budget concerns,
the GBD gives us a viable way to
continue to clean and green the two
neighborhoods to a level people have
come to expect. Also, getting involved
with GBD activities, meetings, and or
volunteering at events are great ways
to meet new friends and neighbors.”
“I helped canvas for the GBD’s
renewal this spring,” said Jason
Kelly Johnson, an artist, professor of
architecture at California College of
the Arts, and owner of a residential
property in Dogpatch. “I and many
other local artists support what the
GBD is doing because it makes the
area more liveable and sustainable.
You can sense this in the American
Industrial Center be-

to the neighborhood, encourages com-
munity engagement, and is supportive
of the arts,” said Johnson.

PUBLISHER'S VIEW from page 2

entrepreneurs, artists, and others.
Similarly, Non-Natives might value
opportunities to interact with gifted
Tribal members, who have a distinct
understanding of how to approach
problem-solving, relationships, and
what it means to be human.
Likewise, exchanges between
exceptional individuals living in Bos-
ton, the San Francisco Bay Area, and
Seattle, and those who make Arkansas
— ironically Fulbright’s birthplace,
given that Trump received 64 percent
of last election’s vote there — Missis-
sippi and Wyoming home could help
nurture greater understanding, as well

PUBLISHER'S VIEW continues on next page

cause you see a lot of
“Support the GBD”
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signs on studio doors.”
Johnson and his
wife, Nataly Gattegno,

!

are raising two young
daughters in Dog-
patch. From 2019 to
2025, Johnson served
on GBD’s Board. He
created the sculptures,
collectively titled
“Metamorphosis,”
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installed at Potrero

Gateway Park.
“What the GBD is

doing helps make Dog-

patch and Potrero Hill

a good place to raise
kids. It brings energy
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CLASSIFIED ADS

"Trash Hill" Weeding Volunteer Day

Freelance Writers Wanted

"Trash Hill" Weeding Volunteer Day:
Meet at 1151 Wisconsin St on Aug 16

& 17 at 12 p.m.,, to help me finish my
"guerilla gardening” project on a hill.
BRING GLOVES & SHOVEL. Burgers &
drinks served after!

Sales Admin Assistant Wanted

Sales Administrative Assistant
Wanted. (Very) part-time, to track
and cultivate leads; support marketing
efforts, identify new distribution spots.
Contact: editor@potreroview.net.

Seeking Tennis Partner

Sixty-something male intermediate
tennis player looking for (semi) regular
rally or game partner. Email editor@
potreroview.net

Modest pay, interesting assignments.
Contact: editor@potreroview.net

Legal Notices

The View accepts legal notices. Please
contact: production@potreroview.net;
415.643.9578.

Write Your Own Obituary

We're all going to die; why leave

the writing of your obit to someone
else? Whether you believe the end

is imminent or just something you
contemplate idly whilst taking a
shower, you can control your own
destiny, or at least how it's reported.
Or, after examining your life story and
finding it lacking, add to it! Up to six
people in three two-hour sessions,
$150. Interested parties should contact
editor@potreroview.net

Got something to sell? Have a service to provide? Each classified
ad is $25 for up to 200 characters. www.potreroview.net/advertise

= SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM -

Subscribe to the View!

Annual subscription: $68
potreroview.net/product/subscribe/

PUBLISHER'S VIEW from previous page

as skill transfer, between ideologically,
culturally, distinct places.

While not as large as economic dif-
ferences between the United States and
India, average income in San Francisco,
about $70,000, is almost 60 percent
higher than Little Rock’s roughly
$40,000. The two places’ experiences
of capitalism alone, its fruits and foils,
are distinct

The optimism embedded in Ful-
bright’s idea is deeply American. We
can make the world a better place, by
sharing a handshake, bow, or cup of tea.
It’s hard to completely dislike someone
with whom you’ve had a meal. I may not
share Indians’ belief in multiple gods —
though can seeit’s attraction —but relate
to their strong sense of family loyalty
and admire their respect for elders. A
splintered America could benefit from
an investment in experiencing the con-
nections, and differences, between us.

WAR from page 3

At around 9:30 p.m., a group of us is
standing on the balcony looking at the
stars, when we notice missiles flying
through the sky. For a few seconds, we
stay where we are and stare into the
night. A mixture of fear and excitement
races through my body.

“We should go to the shelter,” one of
my friends insists, though Home Front
Command has remained silent. Two and
a half seconds later, the blare of Home
Front Command goes off.

We file into the reinforced room.
Nine of us huddle together. Time
doesn’t move.

“Israel took out Iran’s nuclear site,”
one of my friends reads on her phone.

Iranis attacking back. It’s now war,
this one with a powerful nation. Our
eyes are glued to our phones, trying to
read the news and make sense of what’s
to come. We can feel the ground rumble.

“It just hit something,” another
friend chimes in from the corner.

I'm the calmest I've ever been. We
sit in the shelter for what feels like
forever. Some people tense every time
there’s a boom. Others try to make light
of the situation by playing the Heads
Up charades game. I'm not afraid, more
annoyed or amused. I didn’t want to be
in the shelter, but I was with friends
drinking and playing games. Finally,
Maya tells us we can leave. We scatter,
everyone going their separate ways.

In my bedroom, I fall asleep but
am soon awakened by another siren. A
friend comes in and tells me to get to the
shelter. I shuffle, half asleep. Didn’t we
just have a siren? Why are there more
sirens? Time passes; sometime later,
we're told we can leave.

My family in Israel texts, checking
in on me. Not even two hours later in
the middle of the night, my phone again
blares, followed by the sound of the
siren. I leap out of bed, heart pounding.

Within the coming days, Onward
participants would be evacuated from
Tel Aviv and transported to the Dead
Sea, further away from Iranian targets,
though not so far from an Israeli nuclear
site. We're told we’d be there for a week.
A few days after we've arrived we're
instructed that we were being evacuated
by boat to Cyprus because the airport
is closed.

I'm hard-pressed to describe what
it feels like to have a new stage of life
that’s just beginning abruptly shat-
tered by war, followed by a hurried
evacuation to safety. I was rarely
scared, maybe because most of the
Americans around me, and none of the
Israelis, showed fear, though plenty
of irritation and stress. Perhaps I'd
already become acclimated to the
constant need to duck and cover. The
deepest emotion I ultimately felt was
heartbreak that I had to leave a com-
munity, my family and an adventure I
had only just started.

Living in the United States, I only
knew about military conflict from read-
ing articles or watching the news. Never
once did I think I'd be part of the story.
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LOCAL BUSINESSES DIRECTORY

SF

It all starts in our hearts.

lovesf.com

Get your LOVESF merch at Rickshaw Bagworks

?Eccimo

THE PERFECT PLACE TO START YOUR
NIGHT, SPEND YOUR NIGHT, OR

END YOUR NIGHT.

WWW.BARPICCINO.COM / @BARPICCINO

Rickshaw Presents
Blockheads by Dave Warnke
10 Year Anniversary

LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Directory Pricing*

Square BW COLOR
1 month $75 $175
3 months $125 $250
6 months $225 $450
12 months $405 $810
Rectangle BW COLOR
1 month $100 $200
3 months $225 $450
6 months $405 $810
12 months $730 $1,460

* Prepaid in full. Not eligible for additional discounts.

415.643.9578

production@ potreroview.net
potreroview.net/advertise/

- SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM -

Advertise
in the View!

For more information:

potreroview.net/advertise/

YUMMY
COFFEE

(;cciNo

H:

COFFEE BAR

8U5 22nd Street
San Francisco, CA 94107

(D RICKSHAW

Backpacks, Shoulder Bags
Fanny Packs, Tote Bags
Pen Cases, Pouches, Accessories

Retail Store Hours: M-F, 11-5

904 22nd St.
rickshawbags.com

Sewing Strong in Dogpatch
Since 2007

\Z
& VZ

-~
Celebrate
Your Loved Ones

Your community wants
to know about and
celebrate the life of loved
ones who've passed on,
as well as other life-cycle
events. Consider placing
notices in the View, at
half the price of regular
advertising rates. We can
also write what needs to
be said for a modest fee.



16 THE POTRERO VIEW August 2025

Kettle Brand VAEHT A1 LS Barbara’s
Cinnamon

Potato 1} 4 &% L » Puffins
i i B Puffin

CEREAL
é N " 10-11 oz -reg 6.99

0 2/$8

5 0z -reg 3.99

2/$7

g BelGioioso

Buceoss  [resh
FRESH MOZZARELLA

AMERICA 'S FAVORITE CHEESE O Zza 1/' C a cALORIES
N

T R 8 0z -reg 4.49 IC%alllfla Fal‘l‘cllls
2/$7 mond &
’ Milks /s,

48 oz -reg 4.99 w
ALMONDMILK

$ I ° 2 9 MMMMMMMM uM
THAN MILK
48 FLOZ (4L

] King’s Hawaiian
Annies’s 8

| ponies %}?C@ Sweet Rolls
by i €ese
, $4.49

6 0z -reg 4.29

286 (it

" Straus
Organic
[ce Cream

32 oz -reg 10.99

-
uuuuuu

Straus
Organic
Yogurt

Near East e 32 0z Steg 6.79 $899
Couscous & 0% $4.99

Ricemixes . . | ' pe
5-10 0z -reg 3.79 - Pﬂ&' @Pfhﬂﬂ

Croftéf’s | W vy g
2/%5 Organic
Fruit

Spreads

16.5 oz -reg 8.29

serves 4 in 4 minutes o)

Tortellini ¢ EESE4a
Raviolis

14 oz -reg 7.99

$5.99

St.Pierre

Hot Dog Rolls LIS

9.5 0z -reg 5.79

2/$10

. EVERCOOD ) - EVel‘gOOd 7 oz -reg 7.29

13 0z -reg 8.9 w
$6.99 hﬁqm&

Sale Prices effective August 4-24, 2025
Ty
D _— A

Benzler .
B4 Organic
PR Grapes

-reg 4.99/Ib

Our FevosteFrosno Tezmer 3,411




